
     Wheatland, 18th January 1850 

 

My dear Harriet, 

 

   I have received yours of the 15th Instant; & now that you are at 

Philadelphia, I hope that yours visits may prove both agreeable & useful to yourself.  You 

could hardly have supposed that I would advise you to visit Pittsburg, also; when you 

know that had my wishes been consulted you would have visited neither of these cities 

during the present winter.  You could not have failed to perceive with what pleasure I 

heard your reason for having abandoned your visit to Pittsburg; and yet, under existing 

circumstances, I should have preferred that visit to your visit to Philadelphia.  But let all 

this pass.  You are now there, & I hope you may enjoy yourself.  You could not be at any 

house more to my liking than that of Mr. Macalester. 

 

   I am pleased to learn that Mrs. Getpin remembers me kindly;  I 

have known her long & she has ever been a lady distinguished for agreeable & elegant 

manners & for intellectual accomplishments. 

 

   We have but little news here.  The sleighing was good for two or 

three days & we have enjoyed it to some extent with Mr. Baer’s sleigh & my horses.  

Miss Hetty has got her sleigh Ride &, as I believe, satisfied.  Joel Lightner, the friend of 

your uncle Edward & an excellent man, is dead.  Our neighbor Mr. Herr is dangerously 

ill.  I expect to leave for Washington either on Tuesday or Wednesday next; I at present 

have no idea of visiting New Orleans this winter. 

 

   Upon an examination of old documents, I found an “Obituary of 

General Robert Lytle” which I now send to Lily.  If she has one, you can preserve this & 

bring it home with you.  If not, she can keep it.  He was an uncle of whom she may will 

be proud. 

 

   Please to give me  [my] love to Lily & my hand respects to Mrs. 

Lathrop of Mr. Macalester. 

 

      Yours affectionally, 

 

Miss Harriet Lane.    James Buchanan 
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