
     Wheatland 2 October 1866 

 

My dear niece, 

 

 Your favor of Tuesday last was three days on the way.  I regret to perceive from it 

a slight evidence of despondency on your part – a feeling quite natural & common to a 

lady in your situation.  The best remedy against it is the cultivation of a calm & tranquil 

spirit and a confidence in God.  Exert the energies of your will under his guidance to 

suppress any apprehensions and to be cheerful.  With proper care there is comparatively 

no danger.  You but share the fate common to the daughters of Eve.  “Be merry but 

wise,” and all will be well. 

 Judge Black & Mr. Shenk did not make their appearance until Saturday afternoon 

& left yesterday.  We had a preliminary conversation and arrangement respecting the 

work which was satisfactory.  The more I converse with Mr. Shenk the better I am 

satisfied that he is competent to the task.  I am anxious he should commence as speedily 

as possible and to this end my visit to you will be more brief that I had expected or desire.  

My present purpose is to leave Lancaster at 11 O’Clock on Tuesday next after giving my 

vote & probably remain over night at York; & after passing a week with you to return 

home through York bringing Mr. Shenk & Becky with me.  It is possible that she may 

accompany me to Baltimore on a visit to you.  The Judge & Mr. Shenk unite in the 

opinion that she will be very useful; but whether or not she will be agreeable & render the 

house cheerful.  The Judge now appears to be really in earnest. 

 I don’t know when I have seen any of the Nevins except Wilburforce whom I met 

at Michael’s.  He left his brothers at Poughkeepsie in New York awaiting the 

commencement of the Session of the Theological Seminary.  I do hope they may not 

return home to vote for Geary.  Doubtless the Nevin girls have been all employed during 

the last week at the Fair of their Church. 

 I called in yesterday to see your sister who gave me all the news.  She was very 

kind & almost affectionate, and if reliance could be placed upon her manner & 

conversation I would think that hereafter she might change her course towards me.  

“Nous Verrons” [We shall see].  I think the project is now over at least for the present of 

sending the boys to New Hampshire & I am glad of it. 

 I am pleased that you have got the silk handkerchiefs for me & I have no 

objection to my stockings; but we shall see about this when I have the pleasure of 

meeting you. 

 I have no interesting news to communicate.  Our friends, I mean those who are 

prudent & discrete, entertain high hopes of electing Clymer.  He makes a favorable 

impression wherever he goes, and his speech in Lancaster was very good. 

 I will of course inform you hereafter the day & time when I expect to be at the 

Baltimore Depot.  I intend to make up for my short visit hereafter whenever the progress 

of the work will permit.  I must for the present, give up my visit to Philadelphia.- 

 Laura Pleasanton writes that she met Mrs. Ellis in New York looking fat & well & 

expressing the purpose of visiting me on her way home. 

 

     Yours with sincere affection 

 

Mrs. Johnston     James Buchanan 

 

Remember me kindly to Mr. Johnston. 
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