
 

     Wheatland 28 March 1867 

 

My dear niece, 

 

 Much as I should be delighted to see you I should have been startled at your 

appearance here, “either with or without Baby.”  I hope as the Spring advances toward 

Summer & when the weather becomes settled & fine you may pay me a long visit.  If Mr. 

Johnston should not be able to accompany you, which I would greatly prefer, I shall meet 

you at York.  My own health is quite as good as usual, and although somewhat 

embarrassed with our domestic concerns I have no doubt I shall, with the blessing of 

providence, get along comfortably.  Miss Hetty is of course confined to her bed & will be 

for some weeks to come as it requires time to re-unite a fractured bone.  I am gratified to 

say that she is far more patient and cheerful than might have been anticipated. 

 Thomas Costello left my service on the 1st March for his own estate though I shall 

reserve the use of the house for him until 1 April.  His successor, Charles Smith promises 

fairly.  He has a wife, who is well spoken of by the Shroders, Hagers & the Nevins, for 

whom she has washed; but no children.  Thomas & Rosana will leave here on Monday; at 

least I know nothing to the contrary; the latter with much reluctance. 

 Brother Edward left me yesterday morning.  He came here on Monday morning to 

attend the funeral of poor Cecil Nevin and read the service at the grave.  He came at the 

earnest request of the family.  The funeral was large & respectable.  Cecil was much 

beloved by all his acquaintances in this neighborhood:  and I doubt not has gone to his 

rest. 

 Annie is to be here Monday on a visit; but not Alice.  Edward & myself dined 

with Mrs. Lane on Tuesday very agreeably.  The boys are full of their visit to you.  The 

house in which Fordney lived is to be sold tonight, and they have moved into Mrs. 

Jenkins house. 

 I am very sorry I have no news of any interest to communicate.  I see the Nevins 

as usual.  Wilberforce is to take charge of the Press on the 1 April, so says Blanche. 

 I received a very kind letter the day before yesterday from Mrs. Shunk at 

Washington.  Mr. Shunk is also there. 

 

     Your affectionate uncle 

 

     James Buchanan 

Mrs. Henry E Johnston 

 

P.S.  What of the Moores?  Henry Magraw’s estate, they say, will not be nearly so large 

as had been anticipated; but is still enough for his wife & children.  
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