
       Wheatland 10 November 1866 

My dear niece / 

 I duly received yours of the 2nd Instant but have nothing of consequence to say in 

answer. We are moving along here at Wheatland very pleasantly. Both Mr. & Mrs. 

Shrunk are agreeable companions. The former has an extraordinary memory, has read 

much & has a rich vein of humor. Miss Hetty appears pleased with both. -- I have neither 

seen nor heard of your sister or her sons since I last wrote. Mr. & Mrs. Franklin and their 

two daughters were here the day before yesterday to visit Mrs. Shunk & paid us a long & 

agreeable visit.  

 I should like to have Mrs. Ellis’ pictures returned; but not until a convenient 

private opportunity shall offer. I know very well that she would not have taken it away 

against my wish had she known it. Hers is one of the very few likenesses which I should 

care to have. She is yet charming though fifty years of age.  

 The Misses Pleasonton will winter at Bethlehem. I presume they are now in 

Washington; but do not know nor would you care to be informed.  

 We see the Nevins but not so often as when you were here. Blanche has been sick 

for the last week or ten days; but not dangerously. 

 The Intelligencer will not be improved by the new firm. Mr. Cooper was essential 

to it.  

 Purser Welch was here yesterday, and among other items of news informed me 

that Forney & Magraw had made friends & that their meeting was very tender. I asked 

him if he knew this to be the fact, he said he was not present at the interesting scene, but 

it was well known & undisputed.  

 I feel deeply interested in your present situation; but without the least 

apprehension. I know that married women look forward with some foreboding to the 

birth of their first child; but I know you will not indulge in unfounded fears. Take care of 

yourself, be cheerful calm & tranquil and with the blessing of Providence, I do not doubt 

all will go well.  

     Yours affectionately 

     James Buchanan 

Mrs Henry E. Johnston. 
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