
       Wheeling, Virginia 

       Dec. 10th  

“Should auld acquaintance be forgot  

And days of auld lang syne’ 

You will probably recognize the appropriateness of this quotation my dear Harriet when 

you learn that E. L. Houston is none other than your old school mate Nora Gibson. Not 

that I imagine you should be liable to address or petitions from the legion who may be 

entitled to claim that honor – tho’ as the female representative of a democratic 

administration you should be prepared to receive a communication from anyone of the 

“sovreign (sic) people.” But remembering the eventful campaign in which side by side 

we suffered strove & conquered I cannot doubt that you will use your influence in my 

behalf – But perhaps you have determined never to put a finger in the pie of politics or in 

any way assist your uncle in guiding the helm of state (Blair would call that a mixed 

metaphor) if so I cannot hope you will alter that resolution – if otherwise listen to my 

request. About eight years ago I united my fate to that of a certain Dr. Houston of 

Wheeling Virgia who in addition to numberless other attractions could boast of four fine 

sons. For the third of these a youth somewhat over sixteen we are anxious to procure an 

appointment at West Point. The District appointment is filled but we hear that there are 

state appointments & that they are to be made in February. To obtain your influence in 

this matter is the object of my writing. Dr. Houston has written on the subject to 

Governor Floyd who is an old friend of his and can give all necessary explanations, etc., 

but I have not lost all faith in the superior efficacy of “woman’s wiles” and make my 

application to you. I make it with less hesitation from the consciousness that he is well 

qualified both mentally & physically to fill the appointment with honor & credit. 

 Whatever be the result however my dear Harriet believe me nothing would give 

me more pleasure than to hear from you & judging from the interest which I still feel in 

all who studied in the same classes who fell into the same difficulties & shared the same 

rewards I cannot but believe that you will be pleased to hear that my path has heretofore 

been devoid of serious troubles & my life a most happy one. Within these eight years I 

have added to my Lords most thriving household tree four flourishing branches who bid 

fair if like the rest of their name to extend themselves over all the earth-. 

 I forgot woman like the most important part of my undertaking- The name of our 

son is Archibald W. Houston & mine I have changed since we last met to  

     Your sincere friend 

     E. L. Houston 
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