
       Baltimore 29th March 1870 

H. B. Swarr Esq 

 Lancaster 

  Dear Sir,  

   Your letter of 24th is recd. The papers at Wheatland, which were 

left by your “coexecutor” & his daughter, in great confusion will be delivered to your 

order so soon as Mrs. Johnston can give personal attention to the matter; under existing 

circumstances neather [sic] arrangement is acceptable. 

 It is perfectly apparent that no preparation from Mrs. Johnston regarding her 

uncle’s biography would stand even a chance of approval but would be met in the same 

spirit that disregarded her urgent appeals in the matter of the monument, the lot, indeed, 

in everything connected with the settlement of the estate. I therefore prefer your side to 

originate the paper, in which I trust no time may be lost.  

 You are pleased to criticise [sic], in a tone & manner which I feel impelled to 

resent, my protest against your improper, unfair & unsafe disposition of valuable estate 

papers.  

 Would you approve of the Bonds of the estate being deposited in a frame cottage 

without even a vault for protection from fire or theft? Are not these papers, upon which 

we rely for the vindication of the dead, far more valuable -- an infinitely more sacred 

trust than dollars & cents? 

 Since the meeting of the Auditors, I have observed your growing appreciation of 

the value of your “coexecutorial” relation yet, if only, for consistency’s sake, I did not 

expect so labored a panegyric! 

 You have omitted however to refer to the conduct of your Coexecutor at the time 

of the division -- as a friend you were then requested to try to reconcile if possible, the 

conflicting statements between your “Coexecutors” agreement & subsequent letter, 

regarding the “Prince of Wales” picture -- after a thorough examination, & much 

reflection, you pronounced it impossible to do so and indulged in a condemnation of that 

gentleman, and of a portion of his family, designated by yourself, even more decided than 

your present praise. 

 Since then, I have seen no reason to change the opinion we last entertained, at that 

time. 

 You seem to have been more fortunate! But, be this as it may, you will, hereafter, 

recollect, that in writing to me, you address a gentleman who will not tolerate for a 

moment such an unkind & disrespectful tone of dictation as is evinced in your letter of 

24th inst.  

     Yours respectfully 

     Henry Elliott Johnston 

H. B. Swarr Esq 
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