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Lancaster 26 July 1844 
 

My dear Sir, 
 I enclosed you an invitation which I have just received for you from Mr. Bancroft of 
Boston.   

You need not have made any apology for your delay in answering my letter.  I sincerely 
pity you overrun as you must be with visitors & letters.  A man must pay a very heavy tax to be 
Governor of Pennsylvania, but the certain prospect of success must be a consolation to yourself 
as it to your friends. I cannot undertake to express any decided opinion in regard to this 
county.  If I were the [?] might prove that it was too favorable.  I think however I may answer 
you that nearly all the old grumbles have ceased to complain.  I now do not know a man 
amongst them in this city, with one exception, who will not vote for you.  I have tried him hard 
but as yet to no purpose.  He is obstinate but will not in any advent aid the enemy.  The 
majority against us will depend upon whether the Mennonites, Dunkers can be exited to take 
an active part in the election.  As yet all my information is that they have not been & cannot 
be thus excited.  The leading Whigs here do not from what I hear learn calculate upon 
Mandle’s election.  If you can make any suggestions to me of when where or how I can aid you 
it will afford me cordial pleasure to serve you in any manner. 

I expect to go to Bedford on Monday next.  I should have been glad of your company, 
but I confess that your reasons for remaining at home are convincing. 

 
It is physically impossible for me to go to Wilkes Barre, or rather to make a speech if I 

should be there.  I have too long neglected my teeth & under the advice of Dr. Gardette have 
lost four of the front ones in the under jaw, which has affected my speech more than you could 
imagine.  Until these are replaced I am hors du combat & this cannot be done until my gums 
shall be perfectly healed & sound. 

 
There is a glorious career before you should Providence spare your life & health.  It 

will be in your power to elevate your own character, & at the sister States.  I took no part 
against J. M. P. expect merely to vote in the negative, but I found that Senators from distant 
States were better acquainted with the history of our competition than those who have been in 
the midst of them.  It would seem that their view has clearer from a distance.  I have learned 
that the Governor is now putting all his machinery in motion to make himself U. S. Senator & 
if he should succeed this will cap the climax of our disgrace. 

 
Please to remember me in the kindest terms to Miss Rosa & the Lieutenant, also to 

Mr. Barr & believe me as ever to be sincerely & respectfully your friend. 
 

James Buchanan 
 

Hon. Henry A. Muhlenberg 
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