
       Lancaster, Pa, June 10th 1870 

Mr H. E. Johnston 

 Dear Sir, 

  Your favor post marked 8th inst [sic] duly received. Ever since it became 

evident, that it would not be proper to have Mr[sic] Reed complete the Biographical work 

committed to his charge by the late Ex President [sic] Buchanan, we have made the most 

industrious efforts to learn of a suitable successor. We have had numerous interviews 

with friends of the deceased, and corresponded with others, names of persons were 

suggested, but they seemed to fall short in some particular or other of the required 

standard. We had hoped that Mr [sic] Billett who was strongly endorsed by Mr Capen & 

favorably regarded by Mr [sic] Schell would answer, but on careful inquiry we fear he 

lacks the necessary literary qualifications, and is to [sic] advanced in years for the task. 

 

We quite as earnestly as any other friends of Mr [sic] Buchanan desire promt [sic] and 

united action in the matter of having this important work completed and I know that the 

Revd [sic] Mr. Buchanan always was and is now willing to receive any suggestions from 

Mrs [sic] Johnston and other heirs relative to the selection of a sucessor [sic] to Mr Reed. 

 Respecting the paper forwarded by Mr [sic] E. Y. Buchanan, through to Mrs 

Johnston, and which was returned in an amended form without her signature, I can hardly 

trust myself to answer, in view of the fact that Mr [sic] Buchanan never claimed the right 

to decide upon the selection of Mr [sic] Reeds [sic] successor by virtue of his 

executorship, nor did I claim any such right or authority in any capacity, but I feel that I 

would be wanting in integrity and duty, if I did not claim in connection with my co-

executor, the right to retain even without the expressed authority of the heirs, the moneys 

appropriated by Mr [sic] Buchanan in his last will and testament to have written and 

published a proper Biographical work, such as he desired, at least, until such time as 

would be admitted by all interested that such work could not be obtained. This is all I 

have to say to the suggestions contained in the amendments, my colleague can if he 

wishes speak for himself.  

       Yours Truly 

       H. B. Swarr 
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