
  ,      Richfield Springs 

         N. Y. 

         Sept 5. 83. 

H. B. Swarr Esq 

 Lancaster. 

  My Dear Sir. I received a note from Dr. Buchanan last evening, which 

shows plainly that he misunderstood my letters to him concerning the libel in the Boston 

Herald. He supposed that I [advised?] a civil suit, whereas I suggested a criminal 

prosecution.  I should be mortified to have you think that I could recommend a suit for 

charges on a libel upon a dead man. If the good Dr. shows you my letters, you will 

understand me at once.  

 The result of our indictment of the publishers of the paper would probably be that 

the Dfdts [sic] would file a plea of nolo contrendre which in Massts [sic] is equivalent to 

a plea of guilty: the District Attorney would then move for a judgment and sentence; and 

the Dfdts [sic] would show, in mitigation of sentence, that they published the letter of 

their correspondent inadvertently. The Dist. Atty [sic] would then suggest that the court 

impose a fine, and no imprisonment; and it might be under a condition of your joining in 

this suggestion, as the complainant that the Dfdts [sics] by their affidavit express their 

disbelief in the story of statement of their correspondent.  On your part, affidavits should 

be read, of the oldest persons of respectability in Rochester Lancaster, to the purity of Mr. 

Buchanan’s life and reputation from their earliest knowledge of him, adding the fact that 

it was never understood or renowned in Lancaster trust his engagement with Miss 

Coleman was broken off in consequence of an improper intimacy or “liasọn” [sic] with 

any other woman. You will readily understand that things taking this course, there would 

be nothing to go to the Jury, and that there would be no opportunity for false swearing 

such as Dr. B. fears. 

 Of course I shall take no steps about this matter. You are the proper person to 

make the complaint to the Grand Jury of Suffolk Co. Massts [sic]. This you can do 

without going out of your office. I have done my duty as a friend, in bringing this 

atrocious libel to the knowledge of Dr. Buchanan & yourself, and in your hands I leave it. 

The law of Massts [sic], like the law of all civilized states, punishes libel as a crime, and 

if the libel be on the dead, no special damage need be alleged in [?].  

       Yr truly 

       Geo Ticknor Curtis. 
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