
        Balto Feby 8. 1869 

My dear Sir. 

 I have your favor 29th ulto. Please find herein Baine & Wms [Williams] letter, 

also Phila dbt $17.33 for Wheatland taxes. 

 I desired the information, concerning executors commissions, as I had recently 

read a letter of yours, to Mrs. Johnston, about Mr. Lane’s estate & the changes made, by 

his executors, in its settlement. 

 Will you please advise me, what are the charges of “Trustees,” in the portion of 

Mr. Buchanan & your resp, to Mrs. Johnston. 

 Is there delay or difficulty in having a “Trustee” changed, or removed when he 

becomes obnoxious to the “cestui que trust”? 

 Are trustees required to give bond in Pa? 

 Are their investments restricted to specified, & if so, to what securities? Your 

kind information, on these points, will oblige me. I think it would have been to Mrs. 

Johnston’s interest for the lots to have been sold by her, as “Exetr” as, then she could 

have charged commissions, if desired. Am I not correct? 

 Why is Mrs. Johnston not entitled to her commns. as “Executrix”, on the share of 

the “Coal tracks”, belonging to Eskridge? 

 In reflecting upon the settlement of her Uncle’s estate, I have concluded that it is 

more to the interest of Mrs. Johnston not to have portion of the estate sold, & converted 

into cash, & then reinvested, but rather that such a portion only of the securities should be 

sold, as may be required to pay taxes commn’s.  [commission] & debts, & for the balance 

of the estate to be distributed. 

 The estate now consisting entirely of personal securities is easily susceptible of 

division, & as the investments were made, with great care, by her Uncle.  Mrs. Johnston 

desires her share to remain, as nearly as possible (if not exactly) as her Uncle left it. 

 Mr. Chas. Macalester is very earnest in giving this advice. Would you prefer a 

formal notice of her wishes, signed by Mrs. Johnston & addressed to Mr. Buchanan & 

yourself as executors to be sent to you, in order that you may show it to him, or will you 

consider this an official notice from Mrs. Johnston, that she does not wish her portion of 

the estate, to be converted into cash, but desires her share of the securities to be retained 

so far as may be practicable.  

We have just had a very pleasant visit from Mr. Schell, who inquired for you, 

very kindly. 

 Buchanan thanks Mrs. Swarr & yourself for your kind remembrances & sends his 

love. 

 He is a splendid fellow & delivers an eloquent oration every day after dinner. 

 With very sincere regards to Mrs. Swarr & yourself, in which Mrs. Johnston 

unites, I am very truly yours 

      Henry E Johnston 

H B Swarr Esq 

 Lancaster 
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