
Balto. June 16 1870 

My dear Sir. 

 Your letter of 15th is recd. 

 Mrs. Johnston desires, in the matter of the Biography, to ignore entirely any 

grounds of complaint against the Exec’s in the past, on that , or any other subject, and to 

unite with them, cordially & heartily, in the selection of such person as may be deemed 

most likely, promptly & faithfully to carry out her Uncle’s wishes. 

 If the Executors do not succeed within a reasonable period, then Mrs. Johnston 

wishes the whole subject to be entrusted to other friends of the Ex-President who may be 

fortunate enough to succeed even after the Executors have practically acknowledged their 

inability to do so.  

 To this, surely, there can be no objection made by the Executors themselves. 

 In regard to Mr. Gillette Mrs. Johnston has only the testimony of Misses Schell & 

Capen and her own limited personal acquaintance with that gentleman, whom she has not 

met, since leaving the White House. 

 This testimony would lead her to acquiesce on the selection of Mr. Gillette if no 

better person be found. 

 Will the Executors state what length of time they require for the selection, (so far 

as they are concerned) of a Biographer & if they do not succeed by that time will they 

then adopt Mrs. Johnston’s suggestion? 

 The fulfillment of this sacred duty Mrs. Johnston regards as obligatory - in order 

that it may no longer be postponed, she is willing to adopt any suggestions that may be 

deemed better calculated to carry out the important trust, than those she has already 

made. 

 In regard to her trust interest, Mrs. Johnston desires the purchase of 4000 Pa 6%s. 

3d series, if about 110 or 110 ½ - if they cannot be promptly purchased, then the 2ond  

series at 108 or 108 ½ & if they cannot be bought, say within one week, then invest the 

whole am’t in U. S. Currency, coupon series, which after the 1st July, can be converted 

into Registered currency stock. 

 From your remittance of $3.500 on a/c of the 1/3d absolute fund, it was inferred 

that the 2/3d trust fund would be at least double that amt, say 7.000 - 

 You will of course observe that it is to Mrs. Johnstons [sic] interest to have this 

fund, whatever it be, invested as promptly as possible & be as full an extent, as may be 

proper & safe for the Estate – otherwise the increments of interest, (which now cover a 

period of two years), go to swell the amount of the trust Estate to the extent of 2/3ds 

thereof. 
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If you conclude to invest more closely, Mrs. Johnston prefers, after the 10.000 of Pa 

stock is made up by the purchase of the additional 4.000, to have the amt due to her trust, 

invested, in U. S. currency series -- Be good enough to inform me who is to be the 

auditor of this a/c. 

 What is the extent of the claim of Dr. Foltz? 

       Yours very truly 

       Henry E. Johnston 

 

 

H. B. Swarr Esq 

Lancaster 

 

if [sic] the 4000 Pa state stock cannot be purchased within one week, then Mrs. Johnston 

desires the whole trust fund including this 4000 put into U. S. curry series – It is probable 

that the heavy disbursements of July interest, will advance the price of all solid securities  

hence the sooner the purchases are made the better for the cestui que trust.  2 sheets 

folded   23 cm. 
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