
      Oxford Church, Phila 

      Dec. 4 ’73. 

My Dear Sir, 

  Yr [sic] favor of yesterday with its inclosures [sic], has been recd [sic]. 

 I am sorry, but not very much surprised, that Exceptions have been filed to Mr 

[sic] Swift’s report; because, whilst it merely states facts, those facts cannot be very 

agreeable to Mrs [sic] Johnston. It would have been however, very much better for her 

just to let the report quietly pass; as in that case, comparatively few persons wd [sic] have 

known any thg [sic] about the unpleasant facts referred to. As to the exceptions, or 

considerable part of them is taken verbatim from their libelous reply to our bill in Equity, 

and the answer to a good these parts, is to be found in our rejoinder. Of the Pamphlet in 

wh [sic] I had all the Proceedings in our Equity suit printed, I believe you have a copy; & 

I suggest, that, if there is to be an argument, it may be well for Mr [sic] North to see our 

rejoinder before arguing, & particularly what is said on parts of pages 22 & 23. You 

have, I believe, the originals of the letters written recd [sic] from Mrs [sic] Johnston in 

reply to those in wh [sic] the two agreements were submitted to her. Should the originals 

of the agreements be needed, I will forward them to you. The question of the retention by 

the Executors of agreement in regard to the $5000, left by the will, has I should think 

been settled by the Confirmation of a previous account. Indeed Mrs [sic] Johnston herself 

in one of her letters to you expressly assented to the arrangement of share of that Fund 

going for the purpose for wh [sic] it was designed.  

 In regard to the matter of paying over the shares of those who have not made 

exception to the report, do you not think it will be more prudent to wait until we see what 

will come of these threatened proceedings, & what amount of expense it may be 

necessary to incur. My impression however may be wrong, that any expense incurred, 

will have to be paid out of the General Fund. If this impression is incorrect, & if the 

expense incurred will come only out of the share of the person filing exceptions; then, of 

course, I shall not hesitate to go on, & pay the others at once. I am much indebted to you 

for the releases. By the way, I have, between 3 & 4 dollars, recd [sic] as Interest, besides 

the amount wh [sic] I supposed we should receive. What had I better do with it? I 

entirely approve of your employing Mr North, & of your taking all necessary steps to 

have the argument, if there is to be one, take place, at the earliest possible day. In your 

next, please say when this is likely to take place. Please also remember me kindly to Mr 

[sic] Swift & say, that I am quite pleased with his report. Besides being now all correct, it 

is intelligible & clear.  I recd [sic] a letter, a week or two ago, from Mr [sic] Capen, 

recommending very strongly a Mr Preston of Boston for my brother’ [sic] biographer. 

And Mr P expects to be here in person some day next week. After I see & converse with 

him, I will give you my impressions of him as to whether we should think of him. 

Sincerely regretting that there is likely to be any further trouble or difficulty about our 

Estate affairs, I remain, Very Truly Yrs etc 

         Edw Y. Buchanan 

H B Swarr Esq. 
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