
       Oxford Ch, Phila, Jan. 21 ‘74 

My Dear Sir,  

 In my opinion the $50 claimed by Mr North shd [sic] be apportioned among all 

the Legatees, (including the Lanes, & Weavers, & Jessie Magaw,) according to the 

proposition prescribed in the Will. This wd [sic] make Mrs [sic] Johnston’s & my shares, 

each liable to an assessment of $12.50; Mr Henry’[s] to $10; Mrs Dunham’s, to $5; each 

of the Lane boys to $1.66 2/3; each of the Weavers, including Jessie, to $1.25. I am 

sorry to learn from you that the Johnstons have the right to appeal this matter to the 

Supreme Court; for I consider it by no means certain that they will not exercise the right, 

if they possess it. I also think they wd [sic] not have much difficulty in finding a Lawyer 

who, for money, wd [sic] undertake in this matter to comply w [sic] thr [sic] wishes. It is 

my intention therefore not to pay the shares I propose directly to pay, until it is 

ascertained, whether or not they intend to appeal. I suppose they must do so if at all 

within a limited time; & I think it best to want before paying these shares. Perhaps, on 

reflection, you will also think it best to wait in regard to the shares wh [sic] you are to 

pay. When you write again, please, mention the time within wh [sic] they must, if at all, 

appeal. 

 I was shocked to see in the Ledger of this morning, an announcement of the 

sudden death of Mr [sic] Shunk. How many illustrations are now occurring of the truth 

that, “In the midst of life, we are in death;” & of the wisdom of always endeavouring 

[sic] always to be ready for our change. 

       Very Sincerely, 

        Yr friend, 

       E Y Buchanan 

H B Swarr Esq. 
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