
        Norfolk Virginia 

        19th March 1851 

 

My dear Sir,  

 

  Enclosed I forward to you a check upon the Farmers bank of Virginia for 

$566, being the interest on your bond for the last year, and $500 in part payment on the 

principal.  It was my intention to forward a larger amount but the Purser of my ship, the 

Jamestown, not being here, I was unable to draw my advances, to which I am entitled.  

As all money transactions at L[ancaster] are made on the first of April I forward this 

amount that it may reach you on time, rather than delay and make it a little larger. 

 

 I arrived here in safety in the midst of very bad weather, and found the Jamestown 

very much as I left her.  There is difficulty in procuring seamen, and in my opinion we 

are not likely to sail for several weeks to come.  Your kind letter from Washington I 

found waiting for me- I will follow your advice, and proceed to sea, with all the grace I 

can muster.  There is but one opinion here among the officers on my case, and that is that 

it is a piece of “official persecution.”  Our officers are all here with the exception of the 

Captain & the Purser, and the least I say about them the better.  I fear the ship will be no 

honor to the flag she bears.  I will continue to sing the snatch from the Methodist hymn 

“There is a better day a coming” and never did a wandering Israelite on his way to the 

promised land feel more confidence in the future, than I do at this “present writing,” and 

like manna to those in the desert, were you words to me.  After having washed in the 

waters of Hope, which must be the stream of Lethe, I now feel surprised that the 

miserable pilots of the ship of state manage her as well as they do!  I expected too much 

from them, and while leaning on a reed, have fallen to the ground.  I have never had a 

better friend as the President than Genl Taylor & I may add his brother the Colonel and 

his son in Law [sic] Dr. Wood; yet I never was treated so bad as by his administration!  

But there is “a better day a coming.”  In this place there is a perfect ‘furor’ in your favor 

and when I announced that you would be in Norfolk shortly on your way to or from N 

Carolina There was no little rejoicing.   Mr. Sawyer, the Editor of the argus [Argus 

newspaper?]- formerly a member of Congress from North Carolina & married to the 

beautiful Miss Payton of Alexandria, is I think the warmest of your friends, but so far as I 

can hear there is but little division among the Democrats here, and Houston, who has 

friends in New York and some little in Penna., is here laughed at.  I know of nothing 

which would do more good than an early visit to Virginia & Carolina – the reverberation 

would be of much service in Penna. which is after all to me the battle ground.  Cass is 

done up- 

 In Baltimore I saw much to Govr Lowe, Col Polk & others.  They are determined 

to keep Mr Lane at home, if possible, and will unite upon Pinckney White, whose fidelity 

in himself & in his family to you are well known.  Govr Lowe says that only one thing is 

necessary to insure Maryland to you, and that is “a strong declaration on some suitable 

occasion, that the Whigs may expect nothing from your hands.”  I told him he might 

sleep eay upon that point, but he renewed his expressions upon its importance.  Mr Lane 

is very uneasy as his looking towards the Speakership in the event of his election.  If 

nominated, he would be elected, as many of the Whigs-tariffmen would vote for him, it is 



therefore most important that his nomination be presented if possible and the outside or 

anticustom House party, say that he shall not be. 

 

The “Buena Vista” will be fought at Harrisburg, the remnants will only be pursuing and 

cutting up the routed army.  May the guardian of our destiny preside over the conflict, in 

the fervent prayer of your much obliged and most obedient 

      friend & Servant 

       J. M. Foltz 

 

Hon. James Buchanan – 

 

 

Also on this page, in different handwriting:  

19 March ’51  J. M. Foltz 

22 March answered 
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