
      Rochville, Md. 

Dear sir,     Aug 19 1861 

 Col Leonard lives about twenty miles from this place and I delayed answering 

yours of the 12th inst hoping to see him but I have not been able to do so. I have written to 

him, sending a copy of your letter, but, as yet he has not answered it. If I do not receive a 

satisfactory answer soon, I must go to see him I will inform you of the result. I fully 

appreciate your kindness to him, and your kind letter, under all the attendant vexations 

entailed on you, but, increases my very high regard for your distinguished character. I am 

exceedingly annoyed, and mortified at the Col’s want of promptness in this transaction. 

When he, and his wife importuned me to accept the trusteeship, I was unwilling to accept 

it for fear I might be compelled to sell their property, which I was unwilling to undertake 

to do knowing them to be almost as much attached to their negroes as to their children. 

And I would not have yielded my assent to do so, had he not induced me to believe you 

would at an early day, promote him to a position sufficiently lucrative to enable him, with 

certainty, to pay the claim. He urged this idea on me to the end of your administration. I 

have no doubt he would pay the money, if he could, but he has not the money, and I do 

not see how he can get it under present circumstances. I fear nothing is left for me, but to 

sell the property, as soon as I can legally do so. But were I not now restrained by a stay 

law, I do not think I could find purchasers. Negro traders will not buy, because they 

cannot get South to resell. Our people will not buy except at nominal prices, because of 

the insecurity and lawlessness occasioned by the great number of Northern soldiers 

quartered amongst us corrupting the negroes & encouraging, and aiding their escape. 

Land will not sell, because those who have the money will not invest, and those who have 

not, will not go in debt for fearing of being ruined by disappointed calculations. Our 

county is overrun with Federal soldiers marching and countermarching along our 

highways, committing every species of oppression, and depredation upon the citizens 

who are decidedly southern in their feelings, and upon their property, and if a column of 

the Southern army should cross the Potomac above to march upon Washington our 

County will become a battlefield, or at least the route of a series of skirmishes most likely 

to destroy every thing before them.  

I state these facts, not because I am unwilling to do my duty – painful as that is I must do 

it to friend and to foe – but to present to your mind the difficulties which surround, and 

embarrass me. 

     Yours 

      Respectfully 

      W. Veirs Bowie 

Hon. James Buchanan 

 

 

 

W. Veirs 

W. Veirs Bowie 

Trustee under the Deed of Trust. 
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