
[Letterhead]    Bowie & Williams,  

    ATTORNEYS AT-LAW, 

     Rockville, Md. Feb. 17th 1869 

 

H. B. Swarr Esq., 

 Dear Sir, Your favor of the 10th  inst [sic] came duly to hand.  As some of the 

heirs at law of the late Ex-President Buchanan, are minors they cannot execute a good 

and valid conveyance of his land in this State; but it will be necessary to institute an 

amicable suit in Chancery for the sale of the land, and conveyance to the purchaser, by a 

Trustee to be appointed by the Court.  The sale must be by public auction, at which other 

persons would have the right to compete with Mr. Sellman, but as he has agreed to pay as 

much as the farm is thought to be worth, he probably would meet with no difficulty in 

that respect.  As the minors live at different places, and the answers of all of them, have 

to be taken by guardians appointed by a Commission to whom a Commission is sent for 

the purpose, it will require considerable delay, expense, and trouble to get this matter 

properly settled; but it is the only mode left, and we must apply answers to it accordingly.  

It is indeed to be much regretted that the differences in the testamentary law of the two 

states of Pennsylvania and Maryland, is such as to give all this complication to what 

ought to be, and was supposed to be, so plain a matter.  Be kind enough to forward to us 

at your earliest convenience full information as to the relationship of all parties in interest 

to the Ex President [sic], their parents, deceased parents etc.  We presume that all the 

minors named by you are nephews and nieces of his, and if so, state the names of their 

parents.  Furnish us also with the post offices of all the minors, and name a gentleman at 

each place to whom a commission can be sent for the appointment of a guardian to take 

their answers. 

The bill will be filed in the name of the adult heirs as complainants, making the 

minors defendants. 

     Very Respectfully yours 

      Bowie & Williams 
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