
      Watch Hill Sunday 

 

My dear wife 

 I was greatly disappointed that the mail did not bring me a letter this morning, but I 

believe that for some reason very few letters came, so I suppose I will get your letter tomorrow 

morning giving me full intelligence of your fathers [sic] condition which I look most anxiously 

for.  As I have had no further telegrams since mine to you I trust that he is not only no worse but 

may be much better.  You must give my love to him & say that if he needs me in any way to tell 

you & have you send for me.  It is so strange to think of him as really sick or helpless after 

having seen him so lately so hardy and strong. 

Jamie is sitting by my chair as quiet as a mouse while I write.  He has been very good & 

been with me nearly all day yesterday & today both at meals & all the rest of the time.  He does 

not quite understand you and Willie being away & thinks he is only occupying Willies [sic] seat 

in the “big” dining room until he comes back.  He is greatly pleased at being at table & any 

despotism who [?]  is at once checked by my telling him that he will have to go back to Ellens 

[sic] dining room.  

I am anxiously waiting to hear again from you before deciding what to do – if from what 

you have seen of your fathers [sic] illness & from what Frank tells you of the nature of this case 

it is pretty evident that you will not be able to leave him soon to return here. I have pretty much 

decided to give up the rooms here – if I can – and bring Ellen the children to Stapleton & Dody 

& I will take up our quarters on the yacht as long as we can as the expense will thus be very 

much reduced and on 1st Sep Dody will probably go to the [Commericial?] College on a 3 month 

trail to see if he will study.  After it gets too cold on the yacht I will lay him up & probably be at 

Garden City until 1 Nov. 

It has been warm (for this place) yesterday & today ther going up to 78 but as I see it was 

98 in N. Y.  it makes it sound cool by contrast.  The house is very full & these moonlight nights 

are very lovely, as the light falls on the sea. 

We had a pleasant sail to Greenpor & Sag harbour [sic], but had very light winds.  The 

Manhasset House at Shelter Island is very fine, but I found the china tea very inferior to this & a 

good many [?]. 

Cousin Annie writes that my account of the bathing being inferior to Atlantic City has 

decided her to go there – tho expressing many regrets at not being able to go with us – 
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Dr. King says he is feeling the good effect of his vacation & yachting – that the house is 

very full & he very hard at work & that Heakes is improving tho’ his head & stomach are still 

much out of order but he hopes he will be ready for his work by the end of this vacation. 

I am glad that you had no trouble with your staterooms & if you had thought to get Mr. 

Hale to tell the clerk that you were a relation of Mr. Morgan the Treasurer of the Co you would 

have been sure of every attention. 

Robby & the baby are very well & seem to give very little trouble as Ellen seems to be in 

good spirits.  I hope her child will continue to do well.  

We had church this morning & the Chapel was very full as this is more about the [?] of 

the season here – so I suppose Mr. Hale will have no trouble in filling our rooms if we leave 

them. 

I fear that your fathers [sic] illness had a bad effect on Aunt Sidney.  I trust that there will 

not be any yellow fever on the island as Dr. Vanderpoel will have to be in frequent contact with 

it.  I do not see any children with any cough here now so I think there is none at any of the large 

hotels – you need have no fear for the children. 

You must take the best care you can of yourself, for you are not very strong in the last 

two months. 

I suppose that the sad breaking down of your father will [?] Frank to give up the Nanny 

as I fear any reasoning of the Dr. will leave him some degree impaired for work – at any rate 

such hard work & if the [?] is to be present Frank will have to see to it. 

I suppose Dr. Eradeston is now away on this six weeks [sic] vacation we gave him. 

Please write me fully on the question of the likelihood of your soon being able to return 

here, so that I may be able to decide about leaving here. 

    With every best love believe me  

     Ever you affectionate husband 

    J Buch Henry 
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