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Germantown Wednesday 

 

Dear James, 

 I rec’d your interesting little note yesterday, and was very glad to hear from you 

once more.  I feel horribly ashamed of my lazy habits; you know I live so much for the 

public, that “distinguished privates,” like yourself, have to be neglected some times.  You 

see what patience will accomplish at last.  I have determined to recollect all my thoughts 

& energies for the purpose of sending you a budget, that you may see what I can do, 

when roused.  I am truly glad that Harriette has not allowed my intended visit to interfere 

with her trip.  I hope she will enjoy it heartily.  I am crazy to see you all & have a frolic at 

Wheatland.  You must write to Harriette & tell her not to hurry home, if she does not 

remain away too long.  I will come after her return.  But if she had decided to be away 

longer than a month or six weeks, I will defer my visit till the spring, or next summer, 

should we be all alive then.  Tell Miss Hetty that I am very sorry I did not know when she 

was in Phila.  I go there in the cars, almost every day and could have made her a visit so 

conveniently & agreeably.  There is an excellent Italian Opera troupe in Phila, & I have 

enjoyed it exceedingly.  Germantown has been quite gay all the summer.  I have been to a 

number of parties.  Tomorrow night, there is to be a bridal party, given to a daughter of 

Dr. Randolph who married a son of old Mr. John Wister of this place.  The bride is an old 

schoolmate of mine, and I expect to meet several of my friends that I have not yet seen.  

There are so many things to tell you about [town?], the people, college & etc. [sic] that I 

hardly know where to begin.  [Freing ?] & the Adluntis you know I believe? They spent 

last winter at Willard’s Hotel, as young gentlemen, went a great deal to balls & parties 

and were very much liked.  They left [town ?], a few days before I did on their way to 

Niagara, previous to their departure for Chili [sic].  Write to me again soon, & I will 

answer you.  Remember me most kindly to Mr. Buchanan & give a great deal of love to 

Miss Hetty and Harriette when you write &  

believe me very sincerely yours. 

  Clementina Pleasanton 

 

This is a shocking scrawl, read in a hurry, then destroy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mss1996_420_nd_Clementine_Pleasonton_to_JBH 


