
     Legation of the United States [Printed] 

     London [Printed] 8 December 1853 

 

Dear Sir/ 

  I have just received your favor of the 22 ultimo.  

  Immediately after my arrival in this Country, I renewed by acquaintance 

with Ladies Wellesley & Stafford, & afterwards found that of the Duchess of Leeds, 

Lady Wellesley is now in wretched health from dropsy; & it is apprehended, cannot long 

survive.  She is unusually respected in their Country & is beloved by all who have 

enjoyed her society.  The other ladies, also, stand high.  I was gratified to discover, that 

notwithstanding their long absence, they still retain strong American feelings. 

 They, particularly Lady Stafford, have conversed much with me about their lands 

in Pennsylvania & their business in Baltimore; & the conclusion at which I have arrived 

is, that they have no correct understanding of their own rights.  I have constantly refused 

to express any legal opinion to them upon the subject not only for want of a clear & 

authentic statement of the facts; but because, as I have often assured them I did not feel 

myself competent to the task, having been out of the profession for many years. 

 They asked me to recommend an agent to them; & I suggested the name of my 

valued friend, Christopher L. Ward, Esquire of Towanda, -- a gentleman of honor, ability 

& integrity who resides near their land in Pennsylvania; & I wrote to him requesting him 

to undertake the agency; & if possible, inform them what are their rights.  I told them, 

also, in answer to a question, that he would make an excellent trustee; but expressed 

strong doubts whether he would accept the trust. 

 These conversations have certainly left an impression on my mind that their 

friends in Baltimore, to say the least, been very negligent sin giving them correct 

information. 

 I called at Hampton Court on Friday last to pay my respects to Ladies Wellesley 

& Stafford.  The former was too ill to be seen; but the latter, in much perplexity, read me 

an answer which she had herself prepared to the citation of the Court received through 

the Evening Bulletin.  She complained of the short notice, & I advised her to ask for 

further time.  I would respectfully suggest the postponement to the appointment of a 

trustee for the present.  I shall send your letter & communications to the ladies 

immediately & when I next see them shall endeavor as a friend, certainly not as a lawyer, 

to have the whole affair placed on a satisfactory footing.  I am free to say that I shall 

inform them, were I placed this their situation, I should be perfectly content to have a 

gentleman of your character for trustee, with Mr. Ward for local agent. 

 With my very kindest regards to Mr. Cadwalader, I remain yours very 

respectfully. 

      James Buchanan 

 

Wm. Henry Rawle Esquire 

 

[On back of letter Dec 8/53 from Honbe. J. Buchanan to Wm. Henry Rawle.] 

Original owned by Mike Minney, bought at auction. 
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