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      Harrisburg Penn
a
 June 29

th
 1833 

 

Dear Sir. 

 The receipt of your kind letter of the 3
d
 of March has given my much satisfaction and 

pleasure __ I cannot but feel sensible of the truth of your remarks in some degree upon the 

present state of Pennsylvania politics __ I trust, however, that a change in many respects is not 

very remote, for myself I can only say, in the sincerity of a heart that, upon this subject, knows 

no disguise, that I have been an ardent admirer of you personally and politically ever since I have 

been conscious of an ability to form an opinion and that as far as an individual arm can serve to 

extend that admiration and render any aid in your political promotions, mine can be relied upon. 

 Your experience seems to confirm that almost universal opinion of American travelers in 

Europe __ that the value of our institutions can only be appreciated truly, by a comparison with 

those abroad. __ From my childhood I have been looking forward to the period when I could 

cross the Atlantic and the ultimatum of my hopes in this world, but I have never for a moment 

doubted that with all my warm anticipations of the enjoyment of foreign adventure, they would 

be found to have been cold, to my anxiety to be restored to the protection of my republican home 

as soon as the charm of novelty had passed away.  It is a matter of much surprise to me that your 

remark as to the implied admission of the argument of European statesman __ that the people of 

Europe are not yet prepared for the enjoyment of the advantages of free institutions, does not 

oblige them to abandon their ground and absolutely nullify any thing [sic] and everything they 

could say in favor of their kingly doctrine __ There is as much logic in it as in a two edged [sic] 

sword. 

 Now little is known in the United States of the real situation of Russia __ I have no doubt 

of the truth of your observation that her people are much blessed in having such as Emperor as 

Nicolas. __ In that Empire it may well be believed that the people are not qualified for freedom; 

__ a Republic upon a revolutionized cotton plantation would probably be a fair type of Russia in 

her present moral condition republicanized. __ Your allusion to the bitterness of the hatred of the 

Russ [sic] to the Poles and the unfairness of the French and English press accounts for much in 

the conduct of Nicolas which has heretofore been to me inexplicable __; I cannot but feel 

gratified that a prejudice has in some measure been thus removed against an Emperor who as 

such, possesses much to incite admiration. 

 Your anticipations of the result of the negotiations at Constantinople have it appears been 

fully confirmed. 

 Affairs in our own happy country have again assumed a favorable aspect __ the firmness 

__ decision of character __ popularity __ the prudence and forbearance of our venerable Chief 

Magistrate have disarmed the disaffection of the South, and were it not for the intrigues of a few 

of the high priests of nullification our union would stand on a firmer basis than ever. __ As it is 

however, the effects of personal disappointment and hostile machinations may be expected to  
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appear occasionally, but never to such an extent I trust, as to require the action or indeed attract 

the notice of the General Government. 

 The President is expected to be this day at Boston whither his path has been one 

continued display of good feelings on the part of the people the evidence and details of which 

will no doubt reach you as soon as this communication ___ The General had communicated to a 

committee of our citizens his intention to pass through Harrisburg on his return to the Seat of 

government ____ this intelligence has been joyfully received by the mass of the of the people 

who are one & all anxious to pay their respects in person to the man to whom the country owes 

so much. 

 It would give me pleasure to forward to you occasionally, newspapers or other documents 

of a public nature; under the impression however, that your arrangements with regard to the 

transmission of such of these as you care about seeing, are of such a nature as to render such a 

step useless I do not consider it necessary. 

 I have within a few weeks past been invested with the horrors of a new station in society 

__ that of being a father. __ This event is of so much importance in may own eyes that you will, 

I trust, overlook the mention of it in this place an recollect how excusable a little vanity is upon 

the first occurrence of such an event.( who was very much flattered by your recollection of her) 

is on a visit to by brother’s family in Philad
a
. 

       I am Respectfully 

         and your obed
t
 Serv.  

        H Buchler 

To The Hon. James Buchanan 

  St Petersburg. Russia [sic] 

P. S.  I have read, with much interest, your commercial treaty and cannot repress 

the expression of my admiration of it, not only because of the important advantages to our 

commercial interests gained thereby, but as regards the simplicity, force and laconism of its 

language __.  The difference between the old & new style much lead to much confusion as 

regards dates. 
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