
       Washington 11 Jan: ’46. 

 

My dear Sir/ 

 I would gladly do something for Dr. Baker: but this is not now in my power.  The 

Democratic portion of the Democratic Penn
a
 Delegation who, from the numerous applicants, 

selected the Surgeon & assistant surgeon of the 2
d
 Regiment, have had a meeting since Dr. 

Doch’s  refusal to accept & have selected Dr. Miller of Erie County.  Even if this were not the 

case, it would be almost impossible to take the two surgeons from a city & county which have 

furnished no volunteer company.  Dr. Muhlenberg owes his appointment chiefly to the volunteer 

company of Reading.  Its officers strongly recommended him for assistant surgeon; & the 

Delegation selected him for Surgeon.  

 In truth I am sorry, that our glorious old Democratic City did not offer a company for the 

Mexican war. 

     From your friend 

      Very restfully 

      James Buchanan 

 

Wm. Mathiot Esq 
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