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Former Supreme Court Justice [And Senator Laud Buchanan] 

Judge Brown Says He Was “Misunderstood” 

Reviews Intimacies of Life of Ex-President Among Friends in Lancaster; Calls Him “Pious 

Man.” 

 

Hon. J. Hay Brown, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, spoke as 

follows: 

A provision in the will of the late Dulon F. Buchmiller, a most worthy member of this 

community, has brought us here to participate in a tribute about to be paid to the memory of 

Lancaster’s first citizen, the Nation’s first citizen as Fifteenth President of the United States—

James Buchanan. 

A testamentary direction of Mr. Buchmiller was that his executors should purchase a suitable site 

in the city of Lancaster for the base of a monument to be edected by his estate to the memory of 

Mr. Buchanan. That monument to be erected by his estate stands on grounds belonging to the 

city of Lancaster, known as Buchanan Park, through the good offices of our excellent 

Congressman W. W. Griest. In a few moments the statue will be unveiled and presented to the 

city of Lancaster by Mrs. Mary Buchmiller Ledwith, a daughter of Mr. Buchmiller. The time 

fixed by the committee having this ceremony in charge is most fit, for just sixty years ago today, 

Mr. Buchanan was gathered to his fathers; and the location of the monument is most appropriate, 

as it stands almost within the shadow of Wheatland, the stately home of the Ex-President and on 

grounds adjoining those of Franklin and Marshall College, whose Board of Trustees Mr. 

Buchanan was President from 1853 to 1865, when he resigned as President on account of ill 

health, but continued a member of the board up to the year of his death. 

 

Born in Franklin County 

Though Lancaster  has claimed Mr. Buchanan as her own, he was not to the manor born. His 

birthplace on April 23, 1791, was Stony Batter, a settlement in Cumberland County, but later, on 

the formation of Franklin County, became part of that county and has been such ever since. He 

was the second of eleven children of James and Elizabeth Buchanan, Scotch-Irish parents of 

strict Presbyterian faith. After a preliminary academic training, he entered the Junior class of 

Dickinson College in 1807 and graduated from that institution in 1809. During his college course 

he clashed with the authorities of the institution and stated sometime after his graduation that he 

left his alma mater with but little affection for her. Be that as it may, it was then classed and has 

been ever since with the small colleges of the country, but two of her sons filled the highest 

positions of trust in the nation. The first was Roger B. Taney, who succeeded he great John 

Marshall as Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court and served as such for a full 

generation. The second was James Buchanan himself. Which of the greater colleges or 
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universities of the State has such a record? The small college, as Mr. Webster once truthfully and 

most feelingly declared, “is dear to the hearts of many.”  

After Mr. Buchanan’s graduation, he came to the city of Lancaster and entered the law office of 

James Hopkins, a most distinguished member of the Bar, as a law student. He was admitted to 

the Bar of this county in 1812 and rapidly rose to high eminence as one of its practitioners. In 

1814, he enlisted as a volunteer in the Army of the United States and marched to the defense of 

Baltimore, attacked by the British. He was honorably discharged from the service of the United 

States and in the same year, 1814, was elected from this county as a member of the legislature[.] 

In 1820, he was elected a member of Congress from the district then composed of Lancaster, 

York and Dauphin counties, to which post he was several times re-elected. A few years later 

when less than forty years of age, he practically retired from the practice of law. though then the 

acknowledged leader of the Bar of his county, and entered upon a career of most distinguished 

statesmanship, replete with great and signal services to his country. Upon these I shall not dwell. 

I ask your indulgence while I briefly speak of the gross misunderstanding of Mr. Buchanan by 

many of his fellow countrymen as to his attitude on the gravest and most momentous crisis in the 

nation’s history that confronted him as he was about to leave the presidency. 

Southern States in Frenzy 

The election of Mr. Lincoln to the presidency in November, 1860, threw the Southern States, 

south of Maryland, into a state of frenzy. The wildest among them was South Carolina, then 

known as the Palmetto State. In the month following the election of Mr. Lincoln she pass an 

ordinance of secession declaring that she was no longer a part of the United States, but a separate 

and independent sovereignty. Within a few days after her attempt to secede from the Union, she 

sent three Commissioners to Washington to see President Buchanan and lay before him her 

imagined grievances. In the Charleston Harbor there were two forts, Moultrie and Sumter. Major 

Anderson of the United States Army with a small body of troops, occupied the first named fort 

until the cloud of rebellion began to hover over it, when he evacuated it and took possession of 

Fort Sumter, then regarded as one of the strongest, if not the strongest, fortress of the United 

States along the Atlantic Coast. He took possession of that fort that he might more efficiently 

defend the Flag of the Union is assailed by the rebellious State in which it was located. President 

Buchanan refused to receive the Commissioners from South Carolina as representatives of an 

Independent State, but gave them an audience as citizens of the United States. The imagined 

grievance they laid before him and of which they bitterly complained was Major Anderson’s 

occupation of Fort Sumter and they peremptorily demanded that he vacate the same. Mr. 

Buchanan not only instantly refused to consider such a proposition, but stated in unmistakable 

terms that he would do all in his power to protect Major Anderson as an officer of the Union in 

command of Fort Sumter. In a few days following this interview by his direct order, “The Start 

of the West” sailed from New York for Charleston with troops. When it reached Charleston 

Harbor the horde of South Carolinians who had gathered there to serve their State, if any attempt 

should be made by the National Government to prevent her independence, fired upon the steamer 

by order of Governor Pickens, their Commander-in-Chief. As a result of this the relief intended 

by President Buchanan for Major Anderson never reached him. John B. Floyd, of Virginia, was 

Mr. Buchanan’s Secretary of War. Upon the secession of South Carolina he became an avowed 

and outspoken advocate of secession and for this reason Mr. Buchanan drove him from the 

cabinet by demanding his resignation. Notwithstanding what I have just said, many persons in 

the North believed that Mr. Buchanan had been weak in his attitude towards threatening 

secession and that if he had been stern and loyal as Chief Magistrate that great calamity might 
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have been avoided. I now ask your attention as I refer to an  act of Mr. Buchanan which is 

incontestable evidence not only of his loyalty as an American citizen, but of his deep concern for 

the suppression of the rebellion and the maintenance of an unbroken Union. 

Fate of Nation in Balance 

In the beginning of 1863, the fate of the nation was hanging in the balance. Gettysburg had not 

been fought and Vicksburg had not surrendered. Volunteering had ceased and it became a 

necessity for the Government to fill the ranks of its army by conscription or draft or permit the 

Union to be overthrown. By an Act of Congress, passed March 3, 1863, it was provided that men 

in the different States should be drafted into the army. Strange as it may now seem, the Supreme 

Court of this State was asked to declare this act of Congress unconstitutional and a Bill filed for 

that purpose was entertained by Justice Woodward. President Buchanan then did what was not 

then generally known and is not now. He had the keenest sense of the propriety of the conduct of 

a citizen and lawyer towards the State’s highest tribunal, but he departed from this and wrote an 

earnest personal letter to Judge Woodward urging upon him the importance of sustaining the 

National Draft Act as the only means for the safety of the nation. The case was heard before a 

full bench and the validity of the Conscript Act was upheld, Justice Woodward dissenting. A full 

report of the case is to be found in 9th wright of our Supreme Court reports. 

Outstanding National Figure 

During the last twenty-six years of Mr. Buchanan’s life, he was one of two outstanding national 

figures who were residents of Lancaster county, the other being Thaddeus Stevens. In an 

exhaustible and most interesting account of the life and doings of Mr. Buchanan published in last 

Sunday’s edition of Lancaster’s “Sunday News,” reference is made to the fact, but an inaccuracy 

is stated as to it, which I feel justified in now correcting. That misstatement is as follows: “It is 

curious indeed that two master minds should appear on the horizon and take up their residence in 

our city about the same time.” Mr. Stevens did not become a resident of Lancaster until 1842. 

Shortly after the admission of Mr. Buchanan to the Bar of this county, Mr. Stevens was admitted 

to practice in Adams county. He lived in Gettysburg until he came to Lancaster and it was while 

he was a resident there that he made his great reputation as a lawyer and became in the early 30’s 

the matchless champion of our free school system.. It was through his efforts, and through them 

alone, that the Legislature in the face of most violent popular opposition laid the foundation of 

our present great free school system and the record of what Mr. Stevens, as a member of the 

Legislature wrought for popular education, is unmatched in legislative records[.] Dr. Henry 

Carpenter, formerly for many years an eminent physician of this city, had among his patients Mr. 

Buchanan and Mr. Stevens. He was not only their attending physician up to 1868 when both 

died, but was the close personal friend of each, and what I am now about to state I feel, will be 

interesting to you and I trust not out of place. Few, if anyone here, have ever heard what I am 

about to relate, as Dr. Carpenter, whose personal friendship I enjoyed, detailed it to me. Shortly 

before Mr. Buchanan retired from active practice, he and Mr. Stevens met in the neighboring 

town of York where each had gone in connection with professional business. They strolled to the 

outskirts of the town , on a certain evening and had a serious misunderstanding over some matter 

they were discussing. Each made his way alone back to the town and from that date neither ever 

spoke to the other, though there was never any exhibition of enmity between them. In 1865 Dr. 

Henry Carpenter was married a second time. Each of his distinguished patients was bidden to the 

wedding ceremony and both attended. While there, Mr. Stevens, as he reported to Dr. Carpenter 

approached Mr. Buchanan and extended his hand to him, but the Ex-President turned his back 

upon him. Mr. Stevens related this incident to Dr. Carpenter sometime afterwards and he in turn 
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reported it to Mr. Buchanan, who expressed great regret, with the assurance that he had no 

recollection of such an incident. Dr. Carpenter made a daily visit to his patients in a low carriage 

and Mr. Buchanan suggested to him that he ask Mr. Stevens to ride with him on one of his 

morning rounds and stop at the base of Wheatland lawn where the Ex-President would greet 

them both and ask them up to his house. Dr. Carpenter was to let him know in advance when he 

would do this and Mr. Buchanan assured him that he would be at the spring to meet them. Not 

long after this Mr. Stevens was summoned to Washington in some reconstruction crisis and 

never returned to Lancaster alive. He died within less than three months after the death of Mr. 

Buchanan and neither of them ever became outwardly reconciled to the other in this world. 

His Crowning Glory 

And now may I speak a word on the crowning glory of Mr. Buchanan’s life. Though a good and 

pious man through all his years he never identified himself with any church until he was more 

than 74 years of age. On a September Sabbath in 1865 he presented himself with the humility of 

a little child to the session of the First Presbyterian Church of this city and asked to become a 

member of it, for it was of the faith of his godly parents. By formal action of the session, he was 

admitted to membership in that church. The late gifted W. U. Hensel, in his time, one of 

Lancaster’s and the State’s first citizens, in referring to this incident thus feelingly and 

beautifully wrote, 

“An hour later, the same Lord’s Day, in the sight of a then not numerous congregation he who 

had risen from the humble home at “Stony Batter” to the first seat in the land, who had shone 

resplendent at foreign courts and had stood unabashed in the presence of earthly monarchs, with 

bowed head and before all the people, answered the soul-searching questions in terms that sealed 

him to the church on earth. 

As he received from the sanctified hands of his humble townsmen that first communion of the 

broken and bleeding elements, I doubt not that he, far more than any other of them, recognized 

and realized that no principle of constitutional government he had ever argued, as counsellor or 

congressman, was so vital as the question he then decided. No pageant he had ever witnessed as 

ambassador was so splendid as that simple ritual. No treaty he had ever negotiated was so far-

reaching as that solemn compact with his maker. No mandate he had ever issued as Chief 

Executive was so tremendous in its personal importance to him as the message he that day sent 

to the throne of the living God. 

Unites With Church 

From the time Mr. Buchanan formally associated himself with the church on earth and made 

public confession of the faith he had cherished from his youth up, for nearly three years, he 

publicly worshiped and communed. When the end came, he fell away into a gentle sleep, from 

which he barely woke to whisper the short Christian prayer “O! Lord, God Almighty, as Thou 

wilt.” “Altogether, it was a deathbed experience full of tranquil light and peace, the calm evening 

sunset of a long life, which seemed to be itself but the brightening promise of a new and far 

better life beyond the grave.” He had lived as a statesman should live; and he died as a Christian 

should die. “Ad so he passed to where beyond these voices there is peace.” 

Unjustly and cruelly as Mr. Buchanan was misjudged during the closing months of his 

administration as President and during the first years of the Civil War, he declared shortly before 

his death that he had no fear of the future and that posterity would do him justice. He was as 

loyal to the Union as Lincoln and was an outspoken and consistent for of secession. Posterity had 
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done and is now doing him justice. In no place was the feeling more unfriendly towards him than 

here in Lancaster, but now, as witness today’s ceremony, its people revere his memory. Upon his 

death no such funeral tribute was ever paid to another here as was paid to him by his fellow 

citizens without regard to their political faith. In the funeral sermon, preached by the great Dr. 

John W. Nevin, he declared “whether absolutely wise or not in all his counsels, he was, in this 

time that tried men’s souls, honest, at least, conscientious and patriotically true to what he 

conceived to be the highest interests of his country.” To this may be added the following words 

of the great Jeremiah S. Black, “the incorruptible statesman whose walk was upon the mountain 

ranges of the law.” And so let posterity continue to think of him as a great lawyer, a statesman of 

the highest and most patriotic order, the for of all who attempted to break the bonds that bind the 

States of the Union together. 

__________________________________________________________________________[[ 
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[Former Supreme Court Justice] And Senator Laud Buchanan 

Senator Owen Praises Acquisition of States 

Declares “No Man in History Ever Held Such Series of Important Trusts”; Gave Life of Service 

to Nation. 

Robert L. Owen, for 18 years United States Senator from Oklahoma, spoke as follows: 

Mr. Chairman and my fellow citizens: 

It gives me great pleasure to join with you in paying a tribute of respect to the memory of a great 

American. James Buchanan, who lived and died in Lancaster County, surrounded by those who 

ardently admired and loved him. He was born on April 23, 1791 on Dunwoodie Farm near Cove 

Gap, Pa., the son of an immigrant from Donegal, Ireland. His father was educated, wise, of great 

force of character; his mother, whom he regarded the chiefest blessing of his life, was a devout 

Christian, studious, industrious, instructive, devoted. Both parents were Scotch-Irish and 

Presbyterians. 

He graduated in Dickinson College, was admitted to the Bar November, 1812, at the age of 21. 

Elected to Legislature 

In October, 1814, he became a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature from Lancaster County, 

and at once took and active and distinguished part. He was reelected in 1816, and gave evidence 

of a high sense of sound statesmanship. After two terms as Legislator he withdrew and devoted 

himself to the law at which he made a distinguished success, reaching great distinction. 

On December 9, 1819, the death of Anne C. Coleman, to whom he had been affianced, proved a 

life tragedy to him, and he remained loyal to her memory till the day of his death, thus exhibiting 

evidence of extraordinary sincerity, tenderness, and loyalty. 

In the Fall of 1820 he was elected to the Congress of the United States, and immediately became 

one of its leading debators, exhibiting a moderate and just judgement, and proving to be one of 

the most active and useful members of the National Legislature. He was reelected in 1822, in 

1824, in 1826, and in 1828, thus serving ten years in the House of Representatives of the 

Congress of the United States, becoming Chairman of the most important committee of the 
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Judiciary. At the close of the fifth Congress in which he had served, Mr. Buchanan determined to 

withdraw from the public service and devote himself entirely to the Bar for which he was 

perfectly adapted by learning, industry, reasoning power, perfect integrity, and a most pleasant 

address.  

His Pennsylvania admirers put his name forward for the vice-presidency without his consent, and 

it was his intention to decline this honor, when unexpectedly he was urged to accept the position 

of Minister plenipotentiary of the Russian Empire which, as a matter of public duty, he did 

taking the place of John Randolph of Virginia. 

Sent to Russia 

The Senate of the United States confirmed him unanimously in January, 1832. The acceptance of 

this public duty, and leaving a free and happy country to live in a country like Russia, governed 

as a despotism, gave him no joy, and he only accepted the post on the ground that he should not 

be expected to remain over two years, within which time he accomplished the purpose of his 

mission and obtained the, at the time, extraordinary accomplishment of a commercial treaty with 

Russia, which that government was refusing to other nations. It required the highest form of 

diplomacy for Mr. Buchanan to accomplish this in which it was necessary to overcome internal 

Russian opposition and a previous refusal. 

It was only through the complication with Great Britain that prevented Mr. Buchanan from also 

obtaining a recognition of the principle — “Free ships make free goods.” While Mr. Buchanan 

was dealing with the Russians whose theories of government were political antipodes, he used 

such tact sagacity and skill that when he left Russia the Czar of Russia astonished him by 

embracing him warmly and expressing his appreciation of his services there, and conveying 

through him to America assurance of his good will. 

During his absence, South Carolina, in November 1832, declared void the tariff act within its 

borders. President Jackson, on December 10, 1832, denounced  this nullification by 

proclamation. In January, 1833, a force bill was introduced to coerce South Carolina. In the 

meantime, President Jackson had vetoed a bill renewing the United States bank charter, so that 

when Mr. Buchanan arrived in the United States in November, 1833, he had to meet the gravest 

problems which had ever arisen in America during that century. He returned in November, 1833, 

and was elected to the United States Senate on December 6, 1834, when Clay and Webster were 

leading the majority of the United States Senate against Andrew Jackson. with Senator Wright of 

New York and Senator Benton of Missouri leading the forces supporting President Jackson. 

Defends Andrew Jackson 

When he entered the Senate he defended Jackson’s demand on the French to pay what they 

owed. His patriotic speeches upon this question eventually contributed to a peaceful settlement 

with the French, and avoided war. 

In January, 1836, he made a very great speech defending the right of petition against John C. 

Calhoun, who moved to refuse to receive a petition because it was anti-slavery. This did not 

mean that Mr. Buchanan favored slavery. He was deeply opopsed to slavery, but he was not 

willing that the white men of the North and the White men of the South should kill each other 

over this question which he expected nature would adjust in due time as the Negro race grew in 

intelligence and justified freedom.  
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In December, 1836, he defended Senator Benton’s resolution to expunge the Senate resolution 

previously passed, condemning President Jackson for withdrawing Federal deposits from the 

United States Bank. This was one of the greatest arguments ever delivered in the Senate—based 

on reason, logic, and a spirit of moderation and justice. He made many brilliant, logical and 

effective addresses in the Senate, especially in relation to the admission of Michigan, the affairs 

of Texas, Federal interference with elections, the relations of the states to the United States the 

constitutional powers of the Federal executive, on the banking question, on the tariff. He easily 

held his own in debate with Webster and with Clay. In December, 1842, he was elected the third 

time to the United States Senate. In 1844 his friends insisted on urging him for the presidency, 

but he did not permit it as he regarded it as inexpedient at that time. 

While still in the Senate—in February, 1845—he made an address favoring the admission of 

Texas as one of the states of the Union.  

Mr. Buchanan became Secretary of State under President Polk in 1845, and it was during his 

service that some very great events transpired. The admission of Texas into the Union; the War 

with Mexico; the treaty with Mexico; fixing the boundaries of Texas, and taking over that vast 

territory now comprising the states of New Mexico, Arizona, and California. It was under Mr. 

Buchanan that the line 54° 40’ was established between the United States and Great Britain as 

the result of a diplomacy which required the greatest possible force of character and skill of 

management, and which led to the recognition of that vast territory now comprising the states of 

Washington, Oregon, etc. 

Acquires Territories 

These vast services have almost been lost sight of in the flight of time, and probably because so 

soon after Mr. Buchanan’s great services to the country the Civil War arose which made men 

lose sight of everything else for many years, but now that time has passed and we take a calm 

review of the history of America, we find this splendid American leading the way for the 

acquisition of these vast territories that comprise almost a third of the area of the United States, 

and yet it was a peaceful acquisition except in the case of the War with Mexico which was 

brought about by the folly and aggression of the Mexican Government. 

Under the advice of Mr. Buchanan, President Polk, on December 2, 1845, in a message to 

Congress, expanded the Monroe Doctrine by declaring it against the Policy of the United States 

for any European colony or dominion to be established in North America, and thus was ended an 

attempt by Great Britain to colonize California, and interfere with the affairs of Texas and 

Mexico. 

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty which was passed by the succeeding administration on July 4, 1850, 

was in disregard of the views of Mr. Buchanan, and gave Great Britain undesired recognition as 

to Central America and laid a foundation for probable future friction between the United States 

and the British Government. 

It was due to this unfortunate treaty that Mr. Buchanan was almost compelled, as a matter of 

duty, to accept the position of Minister plenipotentiary to the British Government with special 

authority to settle pending questions, and particularly to obtain a satisfactory interpretation of the 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 

Goes To Great Britain 

He accepted the mission on the understanding he should not be required to remain over two 
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years, within which time he undertook to bring about a more satisfactory interpretation of the 

rights of the United States and to limit the rights of Great Britain in relation to the Western 

Hemisphere. 

In accepting this mission he showed great unselfishness and nobility and sense of delicacy. For 

instance, he was unwilling to accept this high post until he had the assurance that it would not 

diminish in any way the quota of appointments from the State of Pennsylvania to which that state 

would be otherwise entitled. He was not willing to stand in the way of the preferment of any of 

his friends from Pennsylvania. He accepted this mission to Great Britain only as a matter of duty, 

leaving England in March 1856 

He was nominated at Cincinnati for the Presidency by the Democratic National Convention in 

June, 1856, without any previous organization or campaign which was the highest testimony of 

his extremely high standing among the representatives of the Democracy. 

One of the great issues of the times was the so-called Missouri Compromise in 1850, in which it 

was provided that the territory should be free from slavery. Mr. Buchanan was opposed to the 

repeal of the Missouri Compromise, so-called, and favored letting each state settle slavery for 

itself. He disliked the fanaticism shown by those who advocated abolition, believing that this 

should be left to the processes of time. But, when the Nebraska-Kansas settlement occurred he 

regarded it as a fortunate solution of the slavery controversy because by that settlement 

“Congress was neither to legislate slavery into any territory or state, nor to exclude it therefrom 

but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in 

their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States.” 

Unfortunately, this was not the end of the controversy, and Mr. Buchanan in vain urged the 

discouragement of the agitation of abolition which he feared would lead to bloodshed and danger 

to the white race in the South. 

Birth of Republican Party 

This controversy gave birth to the Republican Party of 1856, and one step after another brought 

about the Civil War. 

When Kansas presented the LeCompton constitution providing for slavery, Mr. Buchanan 

favored the admission of the state notwithstanding this provision in the Constitution which at 

once subjected him to the violent hostility of the ultra-anti-slavery advocates and he was 

denounced as if he favored slavery which he did not. He was deeply opposed to slavery, but 

thought it a less evil as a temporary matter than the destruction of the white race in a fratricidal 

war over that subject. He justly pointed out that the advocates of slavery had become the 

aggressors in overthrowing the Missouri Compromise, and promoting the Nebraska-Kansas 

substitute, which thus endeavored to transfer slavery to the North. 

Men are apt to forget that Mr. Buchanan was elected on a platform which made it inevitable for 

him to accept the Kansas constitution because the platform had expressly declared that the 

people of each state should have the authority to make their own constitution and not have it 

dictated by the Federal Government. 

Takes Oath of Office 

When Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated he did a very remarkable thing. He solemnly declared that 

in taking the oath of office he had determined not to be a candidate for renomination so as to free 
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himself from all bias or ambition, and to have no motive except the desire to serve the country 

well and to live in the grateful memory of his countrymen. 

James Buchanan was a man of splendid appearance, gracious manners, of great social charm, a 

man of great integrity, courage and loyalty, a man sensitive to the rights of others, of great 

intellect, of great attainments, of great character, and a great president. In social life he was 

genial, brilliant, and attractive with a charming personality, unexcelled as a conversationalist. 

He was an able lawyer. Above all he was a noble public servant, and developed into a diplomat 

of the highest order. For four years he was a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature; for ten 

years he was a member of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States. He 

was three times elected to the Senate of the United States. He was Minister plenipotentiary to 

Russia. He was Minister plenipotentiary of the United States to Great Britain. He was Secretary 

of State, and he was President of the United States. 

Held Important Trusts 

Probably no man ever held in American history a series of such important trusts and it is 

impossible to find higher evidence of the confidence of his contemporaries than the positions to 

which he was called, and foe which it was clearly evident that he was often yielding to the 

demand of duty rather than to the motive of ambition. 

Every office that James Buchanan ever occupied he filled with honor and distinction. I think we 

do well to come today to Lancaster County and to pay a just tribute of praise to the memory of 

this very great and noble American. 

No adequate review of his life is possible in the few minutes permitted on an occasion such as 

this. Only an epitaph and a few words to sketch his brilliant career is possible. Those who knew 

him best admired him most, and James Buchanan was not the less a very great man because the 

Civil War which immediately followed his service absorbed public attention and made men 

forget that it was under James Buchanan that Texas and New Mexico and California and 

Washington and Oregon and Idaho and Utah and Nevada were added to the United States. 

And James Buchanan was none the less a great American because he tried in vain to prevent the 

bloody fratricidal war which followed his presidential term. It was to his everlasting credit that 

he tried to reconcile the people of the North and of the South. 

It was an irreconcilable conflict which ought to have been solved as it was solved in Brazil, and 

in Great Britain—by peaceful processes. If only the wisdom of men had been able to reconcile 

and adjust the differences between the North and the South by peaceful processes, how much 

more glorious would have been the advancing power of the people of the United States, but the 

obduracy of the contending parties can never take away from James Buchanan the honor to 

which he is entitled as a great public servant who loved his fellow men and gave a life of intense 

devotion to their service. 

War Retards Civilization 

The Civil War put back the civilization of America for over half a century, but as we review the 

history there arises in greater honor the worth of James Buchanan, the great American, the great 

public servant who, like the Mennonites of Lancaster County, loved peace and believed in the 

Prince of Peace. I am pleased to be permitted to join with you today in paying my modest tribute 

of praise and admiration to this forever glorious and honorable son of Lancaster County. This 

splendid son of the magnificent Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and of America! 
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Orators at Unveiling Pay High Tribute to James Buchanan 

PENNSYLVANIAN WAS ABOVE ALL, REAL DIPLOMAT 

Senator Owen Recalls Delicate Missions Distinguished Son Enacted 

NAME IS NOW REVERED 

Robert L. Owen, for 18 years United States Senator from Oklahoma spoke as followsa: 

Mr. Chairman and my fellow citizens: 

It gives me great pleasure to join with you in paying a tribute of respect to the memory of a great 

American. James Buchanan, who lived and died in Lancaster County, surrounded by those who 

ardently admired and loved him. He was born on April 23, 1791 on Dunwoodie Farm near Cove 

Gap, Pa., the son of an immigrant from Donegal, Ireland. His father was educated, wise, of great 

force of character; his mother, whom he regarded the chiefest blessing of his life, was a devout 

Christian, studious, industrious, instructive, devoted. Both parents were Scotch-Irish and 

Presbyterians. 

He graduated in Dickinson College, was admitted to the Bar November, 1812, at the age of 21. 

Elected to Legislature 

In October, 1814, he became a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature from Lancaster County, 

and at once took and active and distinguished part. He was reelected in 1816, and gave evidence 

of a high sense of sound statesmanship. After two terms as Legislator he withdrew and devoted 

himself to the law at which he made a distinguished success, reaching great distinction. 

On December 9, 1819, the death of Anne C. Coleman, to whom he had been affianced, proved a 

life tragedy to him, and he remained loyal to her memory till the day of his death, thus exhibiting 

evidence of extraordinary sincerity, tenderness, and loyalty. 

In the Fall of 1820 he was elected to the Congress of the United States, and immediately became 

one of its leading debators, exhibiting a moderate and just judgement, and proving to be one of 

the most active and useful members of the National Legislature. He was reelected in 1822, in 

1824, in 1826, and in 1828, thus serving ten years in the House of Representatives of the 

Congress of the United States, becoming Chairman of the most important committee of the 

Judiciary. At the close of the fifth Congress in which he had served, Mr. Buchanan determined to 

withdraw from the public service and devote himself entirely to the Bar for which he was 

perfectly adapted by learning, industry, reasoning power, perfect integrity, and a most pleasing 

address.  

His Pennsylvania admirers put his name forward for the vice-presidency without his consent, and 

it was his intention to decline this honor, when unexpectedly he was urged to accept the position 

of Minister plenipotentiary of the Russian Empire which, as a matter of public duty, he did 

taking the place of John Randolph of Virginia. 

Sent to Russia 

The Senate of the United States confirmed him unanimously in January, 1832. The acceptance of 

this public duty, and leaving a free and happy country to live in a country like Russia, governed 
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as a despotism, gave him no joy, and he only accepted the post on the ground that he should not 

be expected to remain over two years, within which time he accomplished the purpose of his 

mission and obtained the, at the time, extraordinary accomplishment of a commercial treaty with 

Russia, which that government was refusing to other nations. It required the highest form of 

diplomacy for Mr. Buchanan to accomplish this in which it was necessary to overcome internal 

Russian opposition and a previous refusal. 

It was only through the complication with Great Britain that prevented Mr. Buchanan from also 

obtaining a recognition of the principle — “Free ships make ‘free goods.’” While Mr. Buchanan 

was dealing with the Russians whose theories of government were political antipodes, he used 

such tact, sagacity and skill that when he left Russia the Czar of Russia astonished him by 

embracing him warmly and expressing his appreciation of his services there, and conveying 

through him to America assurance of his good will. 

During his absence, South Carolina, in November, 1832, declared void the tariff act within its 

borders. President Jackson, on December 10, 1832, denounced  this nullification by 

proclamation. In January, 1833, a force bill was introduced to coerce South Carolina. In the 

meantime, President Jackson had vetoed a bill renewing the United States bank charter, so that 

when Mr. Buchanan arrived in the United States in November, 1833, he had to meet the gravest 

problems which had ever arisen in America during that century. He returned in November, 1833, 

and was elected to the United States Senate on December 6, 1834, when Clay and Webster were 

leading the majority of the United States Senate against Andrew Jackson. with Senator Wright of 

New York and Senator Benton of Missouri leading the forces supporting President Jackson. 

Defends Andrew Jackson 

When he entered the Senate he defended Jackson’s demand on the French to pay what they 

owed. His patriotic speeches upon this question eventually contributed to a peaceful settlement 

with the French, and avoided war. 

In January, 1836, he made a very great speech defending the right of petition against John C. 

Calhoun, who moved to refuse to receive a petition because it was anti-slavery. This did not 

mean that Mr. Buchanan favored slavery. He was deeply opopsed to slavery, but he was not 

willing that the white men of the North and the White men of the South should kill each other 

over this question which he expected nature would adjust in due time as the Negro race grew in 

intelligence and justified freedom.  

In December, 1836, he defended Senator Benton’s resolution to expunge the Senate resolution 

previously passed, condemning President Jackson for withdrawing Federal deposits from the 

United States Bank. This was one of the greatest arguments ever delivered in the Senate—based 

on reason, logic, and a spirit of moderation and justice. He made many brilliant, logical and 

effective addresses in the Senate, especially in relation to the admission of Michigan, the affairs 

of Texas, Federal interference with elections, the relations of the states to the United States the 

constitutional powers of the Federal executive, on the banking question, on the tariff. He easily 

held his own in debate with Webster and with Clay. In December, 1842, he was elected the third 

time to the United States Senate. In 1844 his friends insisted on urging him for the presidency, 

but he did not permit it as he regarded it as inexpedient at that time. 

While still in the Senate—in February, 1845—he made an address favoring the admission of 

Texas as one of the states of the Union.  
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Mr. Buchanan became Secretary of State under President Polk in 1845, and it was during his 

service that some very great events transpired. The admission of Texas into the Union; the War 

with Mexico; the treaty with Mexico; fixing the boundaries of Texas, and taking over that vast 

territory now comprising the states of New Mexico, Arizona, and California. It was under Mr. 

Buchanan that the line 54° 40’ was established between the United States and Great Britain as 

the result of a diplomacy which required the greatest possible force of character and skill of 

management, and which led to the recognition of that vast territory now comprising the states of 

Washington, Oregon, etc. 

Acquires Territories 

These vast services have almost been lost sight of in the flight of time, and probably because so 

soon after Mr. Buchanan’s great services to the country the Civil War arose which made men 

lose sight of everything else for many years, but now that time has passed and we take a calm 

review of the history of America, we find this splendid American leading the way for the 

acquisition of these vast territories that comprise almost a third of the area of the United States, 

and yet it was a peaceful acquisition except in the case of the War with Mexico which was 

brought about by the folly and aggression of the Mexican Government. 

Under the advice of Mr. Buchanan, President Polk, on December 2, 1845, in a message to 

Congress, expanded the Monroe Doctrine by declaring it against the Policy of the United States 

for any European colony or dominion to be established in North America, and thus was ended an 

attempt by Great Britain to colonize California, and interfere with the affairs of Texas and 

Mexico. 

The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty which was passed by the succeeding administration on July 4, 1850, 

was in disregard of the views of Mr. Buchanan, and gave Great Britain undesired recognition as 

to Central America and laid a foundation for probable future friction between the United States 

and the British Government. 

It was due to this unfortunate treaty that Mr. Buchanan was almost compelled, as a matter of 

duty, to accept the position of Minister plenipotentiary to the British Government with special 

authority to settle pending questions, and particularly to obtain a satisfactory interpretation of the 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty 

Goes To Great Britain 

He accepted the mission on the understanding he should not be required to remain over two 

years, within which time he undertook to bring about a more satisfactory interpretation of the 

rights of the United States and to limit the rights of Great Britain in relation to the Western 

Hemisphere. 

In accepting this mission he showed great unselfishness and nobility and sense of delicacy. For 

instance, he was unwilling to accept this high post until he had the assurance that it would not 

diminish in any way the quota of appointments from the State of Pennsylvania to which that state 

would be otherwise entitled. He was not willing to stand in the way of the preferment of any of 

his friends from Pennsylvania. He accepted this mission to Great Britain only as a matter of duty, 

leaving England in March 1856 

He was nominated at Cincinnati for the Presidency by the Democratic National Convention in 

June, 1856, without any previous organization or campaign which was the highest testimony of 

his extremely high standing among the representatives of the Democracy. 
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One of the great issues of the times was the so-called Missouri Compromise in 1850, in which it 

was provided that the territory should be free from slavery. Mr. Buchanan was opposed to the 

repeal of the Missouri Compromise, so-called, and favored letting each state settle slavery for 

itself. He disliked the fanaticism shown by those who advocated abolition, believing that this 

should be left to the processes of time. But, when the Nebraska-Kansas settlement occurred he 

regarded it as a fortunate solution of the slavery controversy because by that settlement 

“Congress was neither to legislate slavery into any territory or state, nor to exclude it therefrom 

but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in 

their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States.” 

Unfortunately, this was not the end of the controversy, and Mr. Buchanan in vain urged the 

discouragement of the agitation of abolition which he feared would lead to bloodshed and danger 

to the white race in the South. 

Birth of Republican Party 

This controversy gave birth to the Republican Party of 1856, and one step after another brought 

about the Civil War. 

When Kansas presented the LeCompton constitution providing for slavery, Mr. Buchanan 

favored the admission of the state notwithstanding this provision in the Constitution which at 

once subjected him to the violent hostility of the ultra-anti-slavery advocates and he was 

denounced as if he favored slavery which he did not. He was deeply opposed to slavery, but 

thought it a less evil as a temporary matter than the destruction of the white race in a fratricidal 

war over that subject. He justly pointed out that the advocates of slavery had become the 

aggressors in overthrowing the Missouri Compromise, and promoting the Nebraska-Kansas 

substitute, which thus endeavored to transfer slavery to the North. 

Men are apt to forget that Mr. Buchanan was elected on a platform which made it inevitable for 

him to accept the Kansas constitution because the platform had expressly declared that the 

people of each state should have the authority to make their own constitution and not have it 

dictated by the Federal Government. 

He wanted the people of Kansas to settle this question by ballots and not by bullets. 

Takes Oath of Office 

When Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated he did a very remarkable thing. He solemnly declared that 

in taking the oath of office he had determined not to be a candidate for renomination so as to free 

himself from all bias or ambition, and to have no motive except the desire to serve the country 

well and to live in the grateful memory of his countrymen. 

James Buchanan was a man of splendid appearance, gracious manners, of great social charm, a 

man of great integrity, courage and loyalty, a man sensitive to the rights of others, of great 

intellect, of great attainments, of great character, and a great president. In social life he was 

genial, brilliant, and attractive with a charming personality, unexcelled as a conversationalist. 

He was an able lawyer. Above all he was a noble public servant, and developed into a diplomat 

of the highest order. For four years he was a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature; for ten 

years he was a member of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States. He 

was three times elected to the Senate of the United States. He was Minister plenipotentiary to 

Russia. He was Minister plenipotentiary of the United States to Great Britain. He was Secretary 

of State, and he was President of the United States. 
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Held Important Trusts 

Probably no man ever held in American history a series of such important trusts and it is 

impossible to find higher evidence of the confidence of his contemporaries than the positions to 

which he was called, and for which it was clearly evident that he was often yielding to the 

demand of duty rather than to the motive of ambition. 

Every office that James Buchanan ever occupied he filled with honor and distinction. I think we 

do well to come today to Lancaster County and to pay a just tribute of praise to the memory of 

this very great and noble American. 

No adequate review of his life is possible in the few minutes permitted on an occasion such as 

this. Only an  

[the following material is missing from the Insert. Copied from newspapers.com, Intelligencer 
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epitaph and a few words to sketch his brilliant career is possible. Those who knew him best 

admired him most, and James Buchanan was not the less a very great man because the Civil War 

which immediately followed his service absorbed public attention and made men forget that it 

was under James Buchanan that Texas and New Mexico and California and Washington and 

Oregon and Idaho and Utah and Nevada were added to the United States. 

And James Buchanan was none the less a great American because he tried in vain to prevent the 

bloody fratricidal war which followed his presidential term. It was to his everlasting credit that 

he tried to reconcile the people of the North and of the South. 

It was an irreconcilable conflict which ought to have been solved as it was solved in Brazil, and 

in Great Britain—by peaceful processes. If only the wisdom of men had been able to reconcile 

and adjust the differences between the North and the South by peaceful processes, how much 

more glorious would have been the advancing power of the people of the United States, but the 

obduracy of the contending parties can never take away from James Buchanan the honor to 

which he is entitled as a great public servant who loved his fellow men and gave a life of intense 

devotion to their service. 

War Retards Civilization 

The Civil War put back the civilization of America for over half a century, but as we review the 

history there arises in greater honor the worth of James Buchanan, the great American, the great 

public servant who, like the Mennonites of Lancaster County, loved peace and believed in the 

Prince of Peace. I am pleased to be permitted to join with you today in paying my modest tribute 

of praise and admiration to this forever glorious and honorable son of Lancaster County. This 

splendid son of the magnificent Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and of America! 

____________________________________________________________________ 

[page 4] 

[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 1.] 

DEEDS OF BUCHANAN LAUDED AT UNVEILING 

MAYOR MUSSER ACCEPTS SHAFT FOR LANCASTER 

Donor of Memorial Praised for Forethought at Luncheon Before Ceremony 

WIFE, DAUGHTER ATTEND 
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The veil which has long shadowed the worthy deeds of James Buchanan for his country was 

pulled aside and the deeds were looked upon with their true perspective yesterday afternoon. The 

dedicating of a lasting memorial to his memory in Buchanan Park recalled the thigs done for the 

nation by the fifteenth President, many of which have virtually been forgotten. 

Twenty-one shots fired from a cannon brought to an end the services which were held in Hensel 

Hall and in the park around the memorial held in dedicating the $25,000 bronze statue of 

Lancaster’s famous adopted son—James Buchanan—and the only President from Pennsylvania. 

Before a throng of over one thousand people, Mrs. Mary Buchmiller Ledwith, of near 

Philadelphia, daughter of the late Dulon F. Buchmiller, doner of the statue, presented it to Mayor 

Frank C. Musser, who received it in behalf of the city. 

Impressive Exercises 

The exercises were simple but impressive and were in charge of Dr. George W. Richards, 

president of the Theological Reformed Seminary. 

The presidential salute of twenty-one guns was made by Battery “A” Field Artillery, P. N. G. of 

Harrisburg. 

Earlier in the afternoon over 700 people heard addresses in Hensel Hall by Hon. Robert L. 

Owen, for 18 years U. S. Senator from Oklahoma, and Judge J. Hay Brown, former chief Justice 

of the State Supreme Court. 

Both speakers agreed that Buchanan’s services to the nation have not been appreciated as they 

should due to the fact that he had been misjudged. 

Senator Owen asserted that Buchanan’s vast services were probably lost 

(Continued On Page Fourteen) 
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[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 14.] 

MAYOR MUSSER ACCEPTS STATUE OF BUCHANAN FOR LANCASTER 

(continued From Page One) 

sight of because of the Civil War which mdae the people lose sight of everything else for a 

number of years. He added that since time has passed the nation had taken a calm review of the 

history of America it is found that he was leading the way for, the acquisition of vast territories 

that comprise almost one-third of the area of the United States. 

Lauds Peace Policy 

He lauded Buchanan’s policy for peace during the outbreak of the Civil War. He wanted to settle 

the question of slavery by time and compensation and not bullets. 

Judge Brown maintained that the great American citizen had no fear of the future shortly before 

his death and he was contented with the idea that posterity would do him justice. 

He described Buchanan as being as loyal to the Union as Lincoln and was an outspoken and 

consistent foe of secession. Posterity has done and is now doing him justice, he said. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/558496417/
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After the addresses the throng walked to the entrance of Buchanan park, where the statue was 

unveiled. Several hundred more people attended the unveiling exercises. 

A luncheon was held prior to the exercises at the Hotel Brunswick for guests, and members of 

the committees. Mayor Musser, chairman of the general committee in charge of the dedication, 

was in charge, ad John N. Hetrick, attorney for Buchmiller, was the speaker. 

95 Attend Luncheon 

Ninety-five persons attended the luncheon. Seated at the speaker’s table were: Mayor Musser 

and Mrs. Musser, Mrs. Dulon F. Buchmiller, widow of the philanthropist; Mrs. Mary Buchmiller 

Ledwith, her husband, W. L. Ledwith. Miss Jean Ledwith, Senator Owen, Mayor Walter, of 

Lebanon; Charles Grafley, the sculptor; T. S. Bursk, Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Magee and Dr. George 

W. Richards. 

During the luncheon, Mr. Musser presented to Mrs. Buchmiller a large bouquet of red roses, the 

gift of the general committee. 

John N. Hetrick, counsel for the Buchmiller estate, who directed preliminary arrangements for 

the Buchanan statue and was actively identified with the execution ofher public bequests of Mr. 

Buchmiller, spoke as follows at the luncheon at noon in Hotel Brunswick: 

“I have been reuested by the Chairman of the Buchanan-Buchmiller Monument Committee to 

make a few remarks in connection with a philanthropy which established a record in the history 

of Lancaster County for generosity, benevolence and charity, and which has not been surpassed, 

or equalled, to this time. 

“And when Dulon F. Buchmiller and the speaker, in the preparation of his last will and 

testament, discussed the subject of this occasion, namely, honoring the memory of the only 

President of the United States which the Keystone State of Pennsylvania gave to this great 

nation, he said that, as his father before him was an admirer of James Buchanan, so was he an 

admirer, and he intended to perpetuate his memory by providing for the erection in the City of 

President Buchanan’s adoption of the monument which will be unveiled this afternoon so that 

those who came after him could see that those who honored him in his lifetime had not forgotten 

his memory. 

“Mr. Buchmiller was a man of decided and firm convictions, knew his mind and wished and 

always arranged to have them carried out to the letter, and as he lived, so in his passing away, he 

made these generous provisions, for perpetuating the memory of a noted man, providing for the 

poor and the needy, looking after the helpless, assisting in the education of the young and caring 

for the sick and disabled. 

“Dulon F. Buchmiller was an admirer of James Buchanan, not because of his personal 

association with him, for he was quite a boy when the President passed to the Great Beyond, but 

he remembered his father’s admiration for the President, ad reared the monument to the memory 

of President Buchanan this day. 

“And when Dulon F. Buchmiller gave of his means over a quarter of a million of dollars for the 

welfare of the other fellow, he set an example which no doubt will be emulated by others in the 

years to come in manifesting their charity by giving as he gave, and thereby aid and assist the 

poor and penniless, unhoused and homeless, and erect, not only monuments to others, such as 

this, but monuments to themselves of eternal love and honor. 
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“And it is indeed fitting and proper, as well as an honor to have with us today, the widow of the 

donor, his daughter, and his surviving sister, and I desire to wish all of them well, and to 

felicitate and congratulate them in being spared to witness ceremonies in this community such as 

have never taken place before, in the honoring of the memory of President Buchanan, as well as 

in paying this tribute to the memory of such a generous, philanthropic and public-spirited citizen 

and business man—Dulon F. Buchmiller, and, while he has gone to the Great Beyond, his spirit 

is with us today, and may God bless all those who are spurred and influenced to do as he did, 

whether in the erection of monuments such as this, in giving of parks, such as he gave, in 

providing for the education of the young, in the spread of the Gospel, or in the relief of the 

suffering, such as he did—all of these generous acts and manifestations living and following 

after him, not temporarily, but until time shall be no more.” 

In presenting the bouquet to Mrs. Buchmiller, Mr. Musser said, “Lancaster owes a debt of 

gratitude to its former resident, whose generous gift has made this memorial to our former 

President possible.” 

The luncheon was attended by Milton S. Falck, deputy county treasurer, who, while a member of 

city council in1905, introduced an ordinance providing for the naming of the park at F. and M. 

College in honor of James Buchanan. He was chairman of the committee which supervised the 

laying out of the park. 

Mayor Musser read a letter from Governor Fisher expressing regrets for not being able to attend. 

After the luncheon, Senator Owen and a number of the general committee members motored to 

Woodward Hill cemetery, where the Senator placed a wreath on the grave of President 

Buchanan. 

Mayor Musser placed a wreath on Dulon F. Buchmiller’s grave in the same cemetery yesterday 

morning. 

After the monument had been unveiled, B F. Fackenthal, president of the board of trustees of 

Franklin and Marshall College, placed a wreath at the base of the memorial in behalf of the 

college and trustees. Buchanan was president of the college board for a number of years. 

Mayor W. L. Brunner, of Lebanon, attended the exercises yesterday, representing Lebanon city 

and county. President Buchanan practiced law in Lebanon before that county was divided from 

Lancaster county. 

David Magee, M. T. Garvin, George W. Hensel and A. E. McCullough motored to York 

yesterday morning, where they met Mr. Owen and accompanied him to Lancaster, arriving at 

Hotel Brunswick at noon. 

Dedication of the bronze statue, which, mounted on its pedestal, rises to a height of about 14 

feet, was preceded by weeks of preparation on the part of the general committee. In fact, 

preliminaries were started as early as 1924, when the sculptor began work on the memorial. 

Airplanes from the Lancaster airport went aloft shortly after 3 o’clock, and zoomed over the city 

prior to and during the unveiling of the memorial. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 1.] 

LANCASTER ACCEPTS STATUE OF BUCHANAN 



 18 

[photo caption] 

The bronze memorial statue of James Buchanan, fifteenth President, immediately after it was 

unveiled, is shown at the top. 

Mrs. William L. Ledwith, of near Philadelphia, daughter of the donor of the memorial, is shown 

presenting the monument to the City of Lancaster, with Mayor Musser accepting it. 

Inset is Hon. Robert L. Owen, of Washington, D. C., who delivered one of the addresses on 

Buchanan. 

The presidential salute of twenty-one guns bringing the dedication exercises to a close, is shown 

at the bottom. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 1.] 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO ERECT TABLET AT “WHEATLAND” 

Letters Written by Buchanan Read at Meeting—Last Session 

A bronze tablet will be erected some time nest September at “Wheatland” the home of James 

Buchanan, 15th president of the United States, it was announced at the monthly meeting of the 

Lancaster County Historical society, held last night in the home on North Duke street. This was 

the last meeting of the season. 

Three letters written by Buchanan were read by William F. Woerner. A paper on “Lampeter” 

was read by F. K. Woerth. 

The following were elected to membership at the meeting: Harry Wilson, of West Chester; 

Horace Raffensperger, Maytown; Charles W. Zwally, New Holland, and Mrs. A. C. Darmstaetter 

and Miss Ruth Hoover, of this city. 

The librarian reported the following articles received. A bound volume of “Pennsylvania in the 

Revolution, 1777 to 1783,” presented by Miss Anna Rudy, 134 East Ross street; a lady’s silver 

boquet holder, a miniature photograph of Admiral Reynolds and a pamphlet on Admiral and 

General Reynolds, and a number of old newspaper files presented by Miss Landis, of Hotel 

Ontario, Washington D. C.; history of New Holland from 1728 to 1928, written by Martin G. 

Weaver and presented by the author; two Valley Forge Memorial stamps, from the first 100 sold, 

pre 

[Added from 
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sented by Hon. A. G. Seyfert, who had been appointed to purchase them; several old telephone 

directories of this city by Mrs. Charles Lynch and a replica of a Washington cent designed by 

Peter Getz, who was born in this city in 1798, presented by Luther Willig. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 1.] 

Mrs. Ledwith Presents Statue to Lancaster 

In presenting the Buchanan memorial to the City of Lancaster yesterday, Mrs. Mary Buchmiller 

Ledwith, daughter of the donor, said: 

“Mayor Musser, citizens od Lancaster. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/558496277/
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“As the daughter of the donor, I give this statue to you and to the city of Lancaster. 

“I know it was intended in proud recognition of a president who lived in Lancaster, and as an 

incentive to awaken in your hearts patriotic and civic pride. 

“May its purpose not take root in vain, but grow and flourish and bear fruit in similar worthy 

accomplishments from generation to generation. 

“Transposing the words of Edwin Bok, I now ‘leave this statue under the protection of the 

public.’” 

_____________________________________________ 

[page 5] 

[Lancaster Intelligencer Journal, Saturday morning, 2 June, 1928, page 15.] 

When Lancaster Honored Her Distinguished Son—James Buchanan 

[photo caption] 

Pupils from the city public schools singing under the direction of Miss Helen Landgraf, a portion 

of the crowd gathered in Buchanan Park for the unveiling of the memorial, shown in the top 

picture of the above layout. 

Mrs. Dulon F. Buchmiller and Mrs. William L. Ledwith, wife and daughter of the late Dulon F. 

Buchmiller, donor of the memorial statue, and Judge J. Hay Brown, from left to right, areshown 

watching the services in the left center picture. 

Hon, Robert L. Owen, former U. S. Senator from Oklahoma, is shown placing a wreath on the 

grave of James Buchanan in Woodward Hill cemetery. 

Veterans of the Civil War are watching the unveiling of the memorial at the lower left. A section 

of the parade from Hensel Hall to the park with General E. C. Shannon in the foreground, is 

shown at the right. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

[page 6] 

[Lancaster New Era, Friday, 1 June, 1928, page 1.] 

[DEDICATES MEMORIAL TO 15th U. S. PRESIDENT] 

Former Chief Justice J. Hay Brown and Senator Owen Are Chief Speakers at Big Event. 

As the sun was fast descending into the West, Lancaster county this afternoon dedicated a lasting 

memorial to James Buchanan, fifteenth President. 

Standing beside rows of trees, at Buchanan Park, and surrounded by a quieted throng, Mrs. Mary 

Buchmiller Ledwith, of Philadelphia, daughter of the late Dulan F. Buchmiller, donor of the 

memorial, unveiled the $25,000 bronze statue of Lancaster’s famous adopted son. 

Drawing aside the curtain which veiled the memorial from public eyes, Mrs. Ledwith presented 

the statue to Mayor Musser, who received it on behalf of the city, bringing to a close a simple but 

impressive ceremony. 

A few minutes before the unveiling, a throng in Hensel Hall, at F. and M. College, heard Robert 

L. Owen, former Senator from Oklahoma, and former Chief Justice J. Hay Brown, of the State 

Supreme Court, heap tributes on the former President. 

Senator Owen said: “Buchanan’s vast services have almost been lost sight of in the flight of 

time, and probably because so soon after Mr. Buchanan’s great services to the country the Civil 

War arose which made men lose sight of everything else for many years, but now that time has 

passed and we take a calm review of the history of America, we find this splendid American 
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leading the way for the acquisition of these vast territories that comprise almost a third of the 

area of the United States, and yet it was a peaceful acquisition except in the case of the war with 

Mexico, which was brought about by the folly and aggression of the Mexican government,” said 

Mr. Owens who continued: 

“The Civil War put back the civilization of America for over half a century, but as we review the 

history there arises in greater honor the worth of James Buchanan, the great American, the great 

public servant who, like Mennonites of Lancaster county, loved peace and believed in the Prince 

of Peace ... This splendid son of the magnificent Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and of 

America.” 

J. Hay Brown Speaks 

Asserting that Buchanan, “Had lived as a statesman should live; and he died as a Christian 

should die,” former Chief Justice Brown continued in his address: 

“Unjustly and cruelly as Mr. Buchanan was misjudged during the closing months of his 

administration as President and during the first years of the Civil War, he declared shortly before 

his death that he had no fear of the future and that posterity would do him justice. He was as 

loyal to the Union as Lincoln and was an outspoken and consistent foe of secession. Posterity has 

done and is now doing him justice. In no place was the feeling more unfriendly towards him than 

here in Lancaster, but now, as witness today’s ceremony its people revere his memory ... So let 

posterity continue to think of him as a great lawyer, a statesman of the highest and most patriotic 

order, the foe of all who attempted to break the bonds that bind the states of the Union together.” 

After the address of Mr. Owen and former Chief Justice Brown, the throng walked to the 

entrance of Buchanan Park, where the statue was unveiled. 

The addresses and unveiling followed a luncheon at noon in Hotel Brunswick, presided over by 

Mayor Musser, chairman of the general committee in charge of the Buchanan memorial event. 

The luncheon was attended by 95 persons. Seated at the speaker’s table with Mayor Musser was 

Mrs. Musser, 

(Continued on Page Fourteen) 
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Dedicates Memorial to James Buchanan 

(Continued from Page One) 

Mrs. Dulon F. Buchmiller, widow of the philanthropist; Mrs. Mary Buchmiller Ledwith, her 

husband, W. L. Ledwith, Miss Jean Ledwith, Senator Owen, Mayor Walters of Lebanon, Charles 

Grafley, the sculptor, T. S. Bursk, Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Magee and Dr. George W. Richards. 

During the luncheon, Mr. Musser presenter to Mrs. Buchmiller a large bouquet of red roses, the 

gift of the general committee 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/560338465/
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Hetrick speaks 

John N. Hetrick, counsel for the Buchmiller estate, who directed preliminary arrangements for 

the Buchanan statue and was actively indentified with the execution of other public bequests of 

Mr. Buchmiller, spoke as follows at the luncheon at noon in Hotel Brunswick: 

“I have been requested by the Chairman of the Buchanan-Buchmiller Monument Committee to 

make a few remarks in connection with a philanthropy which established a record in the history 

of Lancaster County for generosity, benevolence and charity, and which has not been surpassed, 

or equalled to this time. 

“And when Dulon F. Buchmiller and the speaker, in the preparation of his last will and 

testament, discussed the subject of this occasion namely, honoring the memory of the only 

President of the United States from the Keystone State of Pennsylvania gave to this great nation, 

he said that, as his father before him was an admirer of James Buchanan, so was he an admirer, 

and he intended to perpetuate his memory by providing for the erection in the City of President 

Buchanan’s adoption of the monument which will be unveiled this afternoon so that those who 

came after him could see that those who honored him in his lifetime had not forgotten his 

memory. 

“Mr. Buchmiller was a man of decided and firm convictions, knew his mind and wished and 

always arranged to have them carried out to the letter, and as he lived, so in his passing away, he 

made these generous provisions, for perpetuating the memory of a noted man, providing for the 

poor and the needy, looking after the helpless, assisting in the education of the young and caring 

for the sick and disabled. 

“Dulon F. Buchmiller was an admirer of James Buchanan, not because of his personal 

association with him, for he was quite a boy when the President passed to the Great Beyond, but 

he remembered his father’s admiration for the President, ad reared the monument to the memory 

of President Buchanan this day. 

“And when Dulon F. Buchmiller gave of his means over a quarter of a million of dollars for the 

welfare of the other fellow, he set an example which no doubt will be emulated by others in the 

years to come in manifesting their charity by giving as he gave, and thereby aid and assist the 

poor and penniless, unhoused and homeless, and erect, not only monuments to others, such as 

this, but monuments to themselves of eternal love and honor. 

“And it is indeed fitting and proper, as well as an honor to have with us today, the widow of the 

donor, his daughter, and his surviving sister, and I desire to wish all of them well, and to 

felicitate and congratulate them in being spared to witness ceremonies in this community such as 

have never taken place before, in the honoring of the memory of President Buchanan, as well as 

in paying this tribute to the memory of such a generous, philanthropic and public-spirited citizen 

and business man—Dulon F. Buchmiller, and, while he has gone to the Great Beyond, his spirit 

is with us today, and may God bless all those who are spurred and influenced to do as he did, 

whether in the erection of monuments such as this, in giving of parks, such as he gave, in 

providing for the education of the young, in the spread of the Gospel, or in the relief of the 

suffering, such as he did—all of these generous acts and manifestations living and following 

after him, not temporarily, but until time shall be no more. 
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In presenting the bouquet to Mrs. Buchmiller, Mr. Musser said, “Lancaster owes a debt of 

gratitude to its former resident, whose generous gift has made this memorial to our former 

President possible.” 

Immediately after the luncheon, the guests proceeded to Hensel Hall, where the program proper 

was opened, in the presence of a large audience. 

On the platform were Mr. Owen, Judge Brown, Mayor Musser, Rev. W. W. Edge, D. D., Rev. C. 

G. Twombly D. D., Mrs. Buchmiller and Mrs. Ledwith, with Dr. Richards presiding. 

This morning, David Magee, M. T. Garvin, George W. Hensel and A. C. McCullough, motored 

to York, where they met Mr. Owen, and accompanied him to Washington, arriving at Hotel 

Brunswick at noon. 

Dedication of the bronze statue, which, mounted on its pedestal rises to a height of about 14 feet, 

was preceded by weeks of preparation on the part of the general committee. In fact, preliminaries 

were started as early as 1924, when the sculptor began work on the memorial. 

Airplanes from the Lancaster airport went aloft shortly after 3 o’clock, and zoomed over the city 

prior to and during, the unveiling of the memorial. 

 


