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182ND ANNIVERSARY 

Indiantown Commander Lauds James Buchanan 

Col. Oran K. Henderson, commander of the U.S. Army garrison at Indiantown Gap 

Military Reservation, spoke to a crowd of 30 people who showed up at the Woodward 

Hill Cemetery Sunday afternoon to observe the 182nd birthday of former president 

James Buchanan. 

Col. Henderson described the nation’s 15th president as “a man of unimpeachable 

character” who delayed the start of the Civil War. 

“Any objective and fair historian would agree that there was little that any man could 

do,” Col. Henderson said of the historians’ criticism of Buchanan. 

Born near Mercersburg 

Pennsylvania’s only president, Buchanan was born April 23, 1791 in a log cabin near 

Mercersburg. After graduating from Dickinson College in 1809, Buchanan practiced law 

in Lancaster and joined the bar here in 1812. 

Buchanan served two terms in the state legislature, 10 years as a U.S. congressman, and 

11 years as a U.S. senator before starting his Republican presidency in 1857. 

Col. Henderson, who placed the traditional wreath praised members of the Pilot Club for 

their work in restoring Buchanan’s tomb. Also attending the ceremony were Lancaster 

Mayor Thomas J. Monaghan and retired Gen. Daniel B. Strickler. 


