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Document:   Draft of a letter accepting lieutenant’s commission in Mexican War, 

thoughts on returning to the battlefield 

 

Transcription: 

 

 Columbia – Pa.  January 19th 1848 

Dear Sir 

I perceive have received information of my appointment as second Lieutenant in 

the Eleventh Infantry United States Army – being at a loss for want of knowledge how to 

act whether to repair to Washington City or to remain here and await the my Commission 

Orders &c. is my inducement for thus troubling you James Buchanan  Wm L 

 

Dear Sir  Wm L. Marcy Esq. DC. 

Considerable time having elapsed since your announcement to me of my 

appointment as second Lieutenant in the U.S.A. and not having received any further 

information respecting it My want of knowledge how to act whether to repair to 

Washington City or remain here and await my Commission &c. has induced me thus to 

trouble you further in this case wherein already I am so much indebted to you for the 

interest manifested for your humble servant &c. 

 Thomas Welsh 

 

   James Buchanan 

 James  James  Buchanan  Esq. Esq. 

 Wm L. Marcy    Thomas Welsh 

 James James Buchan…… 
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May memory’s bright and radiant star  

Arrayed in Fr 

 

     Mr President. Fellow Citizens. After the subject of the present war with Mexico has 

been so ably discussed by our Friend Lieut. Lewis – I feel as thought any remarks I could 

make might be detrimental rather than advantageous to the cause in which all Americans 

have such a lively interest but one thing I will add in support of the resolution which I 

have to offer.    

     I A Republic is constituted by the will of the Majority being law wherewith all are to 

be governed. A Citizen is chosen from our midst to preside over our Republic for a term 

of four years – he receiving a majority of Constitutional votes becomes our Constitutional 

President – it then becomes the duty of all Citizens to unite in upholding and enforcing all 

acts which emanates from him whom we have chosen to act for us. Now the War with 

Mexico has been declared to exist by the President and Congress of the United States – 

and in my opinion they that denounce it or refuse by word or act to assist in its honorable 

prosecution – are devoid of principle and wholly unfit to enjoy the privileges of Citizens 



of a republican Government and only lack the physical Courage to act as did the tory’s of 

our Revolution.   
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     Resolved that we as Citizens of the United States although belonging to different 

political parties, feel in duty bound to advocate the vigorous prosecution of the War with 

Mexico – believing it to be the only means of bringing the war to a speedy issue and 

thereby enabling the administration to secure for us an honorable and lasting peace. 

 

Farewell – Farewell – the time draws nigh 

 And I must hie away 

The War note sounds and I must fly 

 Its summons to obey 

I’ve forced by way through one campaign 

 Where strife and blood prevailed 

Through conflict where four thousand slain 

 Attest how fierce assailed 

Though wounded and borne from the field 

 Still life’s blood fills my veins 

And future fame has been revealed 

 To urge me on again 

 

Bestow one thought kind Friend on me 

 Though absence doth us sever 

And in return I’ll be to thee 

 A friend now and forever 
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Then Adieu Adieu till War is over 

 Till battle’s rage has ceased 

Then fame and fortune sounds no more 

 Then I’ll return with peace 

Till glittering fame doth sink before 

 The brilliant sound of peace 

 

 

Analysis: Wiggin 

This is actually 2 or 3 different documents, for which Thomas Welsh has used the same 

paper.  Both deal with his return to the war, but there is no melancholy or fear, just duty 

and honor. 

 

It is not clear which document came first or second, but they are of the same period:   



(1) Is an attempt to start a letter probably to William L. Marcy in Washington D.C., 

for instructions regarding going back into the service as a Second Lieutenant. 

(2) Is prepared comments for some meeting in which he offers a resolution in favor of 

the vigorous prosecution of the war.  These remarks show a strong sense of 

military duty applied to public debate, and foretell his political activities and 

comments during the fall election campaign.   

(3) He ends with a poem—evidently composed by him—which beautifully captures his 

situation—a wounded war veteran heading back into war, ready for further 

sacrifice to secure an honorable and lasting peace. 

 

W. L. Marcy is William Learned Marcy, Secretary of War. James Buchanan is Secretary 

of State for President James K. Polk. 

 

 

Scope and Content 

Handwritten draft of a letter from Thomas Welsh to James Buchanan or to William L. 

Marcy requesting instructions on how to proceed following his appointment as 2nd 

Lieutenant;  the same draft document also contains remarks (prepared for some meeting) 

advocating a vigorous prosecution of the war; the document ends with a poem evidently 

written by Welsh summarizing his feelings about going back into war, a wounded veteran 

ready for further sacrifice to secure an honorable and lasting peace. 


