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Transcript: 

 

     Columbia, August 28th 1852 

My Dear Wife: 

 

I have just received your letter, and am very glad to know that you are well, and pleased 

so much with your visit – and my sweet little Alice is well, and thinks of, and calls her 

papy – Oh! But I would like to have her in my arms and hear her say “papy” and baby – I 

am allmost [sic] tempted to start to Lebanon today, yet, just to kiss my sweet Babe and its 

mamma. I am very lonesome, but I intend to try, and let you remain in Lebanon one week 

longer than we talked of, as it will be impossible for me to leave here on next Saturday or 

Sunday. So that, as you are enjoying your visit so much I will endeavor to console 

myself, with the belief that my Dear Wife and my sweet little Babe are well and in good 

hands to care for their comfort. 

 

Poor old puss seems as lonesome as myself – altho. she gets plenty to eat yet she is 

allmost [sic] continually mewing for her mistress and little playmate. The neighbors are 

all well and enquire after you every time I go home. Wm Temple’s little Babe died this 

morning. I do not know of what disease – Peter Vache was at the office yesterday they 

are all well – while I am writing this Walter is in the office beside me trying to read a 

rebus in the pick.  He says it is very hard to make out  The Carpenters have nearly 

finished our house – they have put a mantel in the parlor, as well as in the back room – it 

looks very well, and only wants painting and papering to be ready for us to move into. 

 

Everything else in town is about as when you left and consequently renders it 

unnecessary for me to write more about matters and things of that kind – but I could fill 

up my sheet asking and writing about my sweet – sweet – little one – oh! Mamma kiss 

her for me and tell her all the pretty things you can think of. You had better make the best 

out of this visit – for I think you will hereafter have to stay home until Alice is old 

enough to stay with her papa and keep him Company. 

 

Write very soon. 

Your affectionate Husband 

Lebanon     Thos. Welsh 

 

         Thom 

       

       Thomas Thomas 

         Thomas 

 

 

 



Analysis: Wiggin 

Annie appears to have been in Lebanon visiting her sister Lydia (Young) Karmany. 

Walter appears to be the only child of Annie's brother, Samuel D. Young, by his first wife, 

Henrietta Schall of York (Samuel had no children with his second wife, Mary Mowry). It 

is not clear what the rebus in the pick is that he was trying to read. 

 

Peter Vache is the husband of Annie's sister, Elizabeth Kline (Young) Vache  

 

Scope and Content: 

Handwritten letter from Thomas Welsh to his wife, Annie, which contains local and 

personal news, including a report on the progress of work on the family home. Welsh 

clearly misses both his wife and daughter, Alice, who are apparently on an extended visit 

to Annie's sister Lydia Young Karmany in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. Note: Peter Vache is 

the husband of Annie's sister, Elizabeth. Walter may refer to Walter Young, the only 

child of Annie's brother, Samuel D. Young, by his first wife. 


