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Transcript:   

 

Newport News Va.  July 27th 1862 

 

Dear Alice: 

 It is so long since I wrote to you or since I have had a letter from any person at home that 

I hardly know how to write or what to write about. 

 If I could only hear that all of you are well I would remain satisfied for a long time, I 

thought I certainly would get a letter to day, but was again disappointed. I think one will 

certainly come tomorrow, if not I will wait until next day and if one don’t come then I suppose I 

will have to wait still longer.   

I have tried to get home on a short visit; but have not been able to get leave of absence – 

so that I fear it may be a long time before I will get to see home and the dear ones home contains. 

As the mail comes every day I will expect to hear from you very often, which you know will be a 

great consolation. 

 Capt Haines  Sergt Charles Kuck [Kirch?] and Corporal Dickinson started for Columbia 

to day, I guess they will all call to see all of you. They are on Recruiting service, that is they will 

receive soldiers for – our – Regiment and I hope they will get some good boys or men.  I suppose 

you and Mamma recollect that big Yankee  
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that I brought with me.  Well, he has left us – a few days ago Capt. Philips of the 51st Regt New 

York Volunteers call’d at my tent and said that we had one of his men who had deserted from 

him at Annapolis last winter. when I found that it was the Yankee I told him to hurry and take 

him as I was very glad to get rid of him. he had changed his name from Joseph Andrews to C. W. 

Farnsworth – he was the most worthless soldier I ever knew. I had to keep him in the guard 

house nearly all the time. So now we are rid of him, and we are all very glad of it. 

 I am very well. A great many of our boys are sick. they have been eating too many green 

apples pears - and other truck - and made themselves sick. I had to stop all such truck from being 

brought into Camp, and perhaps now the boys will soon get well.    

 None of the boys in Company K from Columbia are sick in Camp -.  You can tell Mrs. 

Hostetter – that her boy is well – so is John Hinkle – Henry Wike. – Howard Vache – Amos 

Mullen – and all the rest from Columbia are well.  They would all like to visit home, but that is 

impossible.  Howard Vache is now our Post Master – he takes all of the letters to the Post Office 

at Fortress Monroe and brings our letters (when there are any) from there.   
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It is almost 8 miles to Fort Monroe, he goes up in the morning in a Steam Boat and returns at 

noon – the mail from Baltimore gets to the fortress in the morning, so that you see we get mail 

pretty direct. We get New York & Philada papers every day. I have just read yesterday’s New 

York paper – when at Port Royal if we could get one every three weeks we thought we were 

doing well—how different. 

I sent by Capt Haines a little Box with a few shells that I had in my trunk, also a few little 

good books one for each of you. I had nothing else to send as presents. 

 George (My servant) also went home today – he will call and see you too. He expects to 

be back in about ten days, I hope he will hurry, as I do not know how Jerry and myself will get 

along without him. When you see him, tell him to hurry back or your Papa might roll down the 

hill.  He has pitched my tent close to the river – on a high bank, and if I would fall out of bed I 

would roll down thirty feet into the river. I shall try and not fall out. 

 Does Blant. take Mamma to dinner? Does Lillie play in the street? Does Effie like Ice 

Cream?  Does Mazie pout and tend parties? And are you a right good girl?  
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In my last letter to Mamma I forgot to tell her that the balance of the $10000 in the letter, after 

paying Mrs. Bookman and Mrs. Wike, was for herself. I suppose she knew that however – and 

didn’t give it away. 

 I do not know how long we are to stay here, but I do not think we will move very soon – 

the place is pleasant and I think will be very healthy. 

I think that the President ought to make a rule that we could all go home for a short time. 

I know our boys would be delighted to see their friends after being so long separated. I would 

like very much to get home myself if only for a few days. 

 Give my love to all our friends – kiss each of the children for me –  

  Your affectionate Papa 

   ThosWelsh 

 

I heard that Jim was Capt of a soldier Company – is it so?  If he is – tell him to get his Company 

ready as they are wanted – we want to send them ahead to let the Rebels shoot at so that our 

good soldiers wont [sic] get hurt. 

  T.W 

 

  Write soon— 

 

 

  



Analysis: Wiggin 

Jerry is one of his horses (see MG0828_SeriesD-62_F04) 

 

 

Scope and Content: 

Handwritten letter from Thomas Welsh to his daughter, Alice.  From Newport News, Virginia. 

Letter details Welsh's frustration over not receiving a letter from home and not being able to 

secure leave to visit home. Shares news about various soldiers from Columbia under his 

command and the return of a deserter to his previous command. Inquires about health of the 

family and to give each child a kiss from him. 


