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Transcript:  

 

Camp Dick Robinson, Ky. 

          April 15 1863 

My Dear wife and children, 

   I am now very comfortably fixed in camp at this place. I am in command 

of the Brigade as well as the 1st Division and the District. I have 15 Regiments of Infantry and 

two Batteries of Artillery under my command. My District is from Lexington to Sanford – 

almost 50 miles in extent. So you see that I am likely to be pretty busily employed. The Country 

here is delightful – we have a beautiful Camp, and I think are as comfortably fixed as ever I was. 

The weather has been dry and very warm here for some weeks but it is now raining a little. Peach 

& other trees are in full bloom. Grain and grain fields are green and look very fine. The Season is 

at least one month ahead of Lancaster County. Genl Burnside stays at Cincinnati. Genl Willcox is 

at Lexington. he is now in command of the 9th Corps. The 2nd Division of our Corps remained at 

Suffolk and Norfolk so that only the 1st & 2n Division of the Corps came west.   
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Wm Mann of Company B. gave me $3500. yesterday to send to you for his wife. I gave him an 

order to send to her – if she presents it please pay the amt. I bought a splendid Horse in 

Lexington, had to pay two hundred dollars for him, but I think he is well worth the money. he is 

nearly black in color – is very good looking, gay, and active. I found that I was out of money so 

that to pay for him I had to borrow $10000., which with what I had paid and left me a few dollars 

for spending money. So if you can spare the $3500 to Mrs. Mann and let me keep it I will have 

plenty until a pay day, but if you are likely to be short of funds, write me, and I will arrange 

some plan to forward same to you. I am very well. The boys are all well and lively. Howard is 

with me as mounted orderly. he is under a good Horse and enjoys it very much.  

 Breakfast is just ready. So love to all and kisses to the children 

 

      Yours affectionately 

      Thos Welsh 

  

 

 

 

Scope and Content: 

Handwritten letter from Thomas Welsh to his wife and children. From Camp Dick Robinson, 

Kentucky. Letter describes his new command - a brigade consisting of 15 regiments of infantry 

and two batteries of artillery; his purchase of a horse for $200; and his challenges regarding 

expenses and the need to borrow money. Letter also discusses the weather and favorable 

conditions of the camp; mentions General Burnside at Cincinnati and General Willcox at 

Lexington; and concludes with "love to all sends love to all and kisses to the children." 


