
Object ID:  MG0828_SeriesD-63_F19 

Document:    Bio of Brigadier General Thomas Welsh 

 

Transcription: 

 

Brigadier General Thomas Welsh was born in the Borough of Columbia, in the 

County of Lancaster Pennsylvania in May 1824.  He began his military career at the 

commencement of the Mexican War by enlisting as a private Soldier in the 2nd Regt. 

Kentucky Volunteers – went through the grades Corporal, Sergeant, and 1st Sergeant.  

And for his gallantry at the battle of Buena Vista where he was badly wounded was 

Commissioned by President Polk to be  2nd Lieutenant in the 11th Infantry U.S.A. in 

which he served with much distinction until the end of the War.  At the breaking out of 

the Rebellion he was selected to command the first Company raised in his County – and 

marched to Harrisburg.  Captain Welsh’s Company formed part of the 2nd Regt Penna 

Vols.   left Harrisburg on the 19th of April 1861.  Capt Welsh was soon afterwards 

appointed Lieut-Colonel of the Regiment and on the expiration of the three month term – 

the Regiment being mustered out of service – he was by the Governor commissioned a 

Colonel and placed in command of Camp Curtin to organize the Regiments called from 

Pennsylvania as her quota of the 500,000 men.    In October 1861, Colonel Welsh in 

command of the 45th Regt Penna Vols left Camp Curtin for Washington.  

 

 

 

 

Analysis: Wiggin 

Although undated, this was clearly written after Nov. 29, 1862, when he was brevetted to 

Brigadier (more likely it was written shortly before or after he was commissioned in 

March 1863).  Although written in the 3rd person, it is unquestionably written by Welsh 

himself.  This is at least the 2nd military bio he tried to write, and it shows some 

maturation in style over the earlier one (MG0828_SeriesD-62_F06). 

 

Scope and Content: 
Handwritten autobiography of Brigadier General Thomas Welsh. Mentions his birth in 

May 1824 and his military career beginning with his enlistment during the Mexican War 

through October 1861. Although undated, this was clearly written after November 29, 

1862 when he was brevetted to Brigadier (more likely it was written shortly before or 

after he was commissioned in March 1863). Written in the third person. One page. Note: 

This is the third biography included in this collection, see MG0828_SeriesA_F01 It01 

and MG0828_SeriesD-62_F06.   


