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INDEX TO
DIARY OF FRANK E. WITMER, 1879

Agricultural papers, 2
Attle, Dr, 31
Auctions/sales, 5,6,8-10,36

Miss M. B., 22 (Mary Ann Bachman ?, (later Mrs Abram Witmer)

Bachman, Elam and Lizzie, 9

Bally, Samuel, 9

Barges, Witmer, 33

Barn raisings, 21,22,47

Barr, Anna, Ben and John, 45

Bausman, Harry, 23

Bear, Reuben, 23,35; Mrs Reuben, 45

Bearville, PA, 22

Bird-in-Hand, PA, 24,25

Birk, Jacob, 13,15,30,39,56; Mrs. Maggie, 2,4-6,8,10-13,15,17,20,21,23,25,27,29-35,37-41,
43,44,46-48

Blacksmith/smith-shop, 3,6,9-11,14,16,23,30,31,36,38,47,48

Boarding charges, 17,55,55.56

Book, Abram, 15; Amos, 7

Bowman, Josiah, 39,56

Brackbill, Aldis, 28; Annie, 3,11,39,56; Benjamin, 11,14,30,36,41,48; Christian, 3,13; Elias, 21,
Elmer, 11,14,16,22,30,34,41,42,48; John, 13,14,24; John (Grandpa), 24; Salinda, 11,
Susan, 11; Thaddeus/Thad, 3,13,15-42,49,51

Breneman, Cousin Amos, 35

“The Brick” Church, 2,6,10,13,20,24,27,38,42,46

Brubaker, Rev. Abram, 5,13,14,18,25,29,30,35,37,42,44,45,49; Rev Jacob, 4

Buckwalter, Rev., 9

Building materials: bricks, 3,18,19,38-41; glass, 39; lime, 11,17,18,26,40; lumber, 5,6,11,17,
22,28,32,35,38-41,47; sand, 12,14,16-19,26,32,38,40,41; shingles, 5,12,39,41;
stone, 15-19,32,38

Butchering,: hogs, 2,46; steer, 2

Byers, B F, 32

Camp-meeting, 29

Carpenter, Alphius, 4-6,10,11,12,14,16,18-20,28,43; Harry, 35; Martin, 36; William, 4,7,10,43
Carpenters, 3,11,12,18,20-24,28,29

Cassel, Aaron, 8,30,34,35,51,56; Emanuel, 8; Samuel, 9,11

Christmas, 47,48

Church,,see Brick Church; Mellinger; New Providence; Strasburg

Clack, Annie, 35

Clark, Anna, 5

Clothing, children’s: shoes, 39



Clothing, men’s, 47: boots, 6,25; coat, 6; handkerchieves, 4; pantaloons, 20; suit, 42
Coach factory, 39

Coal, 4,7-9,12,30,40,44

Coal oil, 7

Cramer, Eli, 5,11,15,16,22

Daushammer, Peter, 46
Deiter, Jacob H, 3,11,13,15-25,30,35-41,44-46,51,55
Deitrich, Elias, 31,32; George, 5,6,31,32
Dentistry, 27
Drand, Daniel, & Sons, 16
Dry goods agent, 42
Dunlap. John, 15,16,22,24,40,41; Mary, 49; Sarah, 1-46,49; in school, 1-10 ; housework,
3,11,20,29,33-46; farm work, 23,26,27; end of service, 46
Eberman, Annie, 9
Eby, John, 42
Eckman, Mrs, 48
Election, township, 8; primary, 21
Entertainment: grape party, 35; Powers’ giant man& woman, 26; school entertainments, 9,11;
see also Lancaster Lyceum; Singing school
Eshelman, Abram, 21
Eversole, Rev Joseph, 42
Farm buildings and areas: old barn, 3,6,11,21,24,29,30; building new barn, 4,5,14-24,28,29;
framing, 20; barn-raising, 21,22; roofing/spouting, 22,23; painting, 24,25;
plastering/striping/penciling, 26; fixing doors, gates, 47; barn-bridge, 20,24; barn-cellar,
4.42:
carriage-house, 22,31,32
chicken-house, 21,41,42
cisterns: barn-cistern, 18,19,24,29,31; laying pipe, 24,39; house-cistern, 31; cleaning, 38;
drain-pipe, 31
cob-house, 3,5
corn crib, 11,38; corn house, 21
fencing, 14-17,21-25,27,28,46; hedge fence, 28
grass field, 13,14,17
green-house, 3,6-8,10-13,15,16,34,37; flower and vegetable plants, 10,15,19; tobacco
plants, 18; new green-house, 36-46,49; furnace pit, 37; furnace and flue, 38;
piping, 39,45
horse-entry, 32,39
horse-power shed, 12
hot and cold frames, 43
lane: waterbreaks, 28,47
meadow, 47
orchard: buying fruit trees, 11,16; planting fruit trees, 42; trimming trees, 5,2
pasture fields, 27
smoke-house, 12,46
stables, 2,20,47; cattle stables, 3,6-10,37,44; hog stables/pen 3,4,6,8,12,16,30,31,32,



37-43; horse stables, 7,9,25-27,38,40,41,43
summer house, 11,29,31,41; used for stripping tobacco, 44
tobacco cellar, 14,15,17,26,28,31,42,48; tobacco-patch, 45; tobacco scaffolding, 32-35;
tobacco laths, 35,47; tobacco shed, 21,31,34; tobacco stripping-room, 44
truck garden, 11-29,29,31,36,42-44; truck-house, 25; offal vegetables, 43
wash-house, 25
watering-trough, 27,31,39;  pump trough, 16; pump, 49
work-house, 5
Farm chores: butchering, 41
cleaning stables, 2-4,6-20,2-25,27,31-34,36,37,39-48
manure hauling/spreading, 14,15,28,29,43,45,49 compost, 39
picking up stones, 13,14,18,39,53
plowing, 12-17,28,31-33,35,36,49
harrowing, 14,15,19,20,23,27,28,31,35,36,49,50; flat-harrowing, 13,15,17,18,20,31,32,
35,36,53; shovel-harrowing, 21-23,53
harvesting oats, 27; rye, 25,26; wheat, 25,26
hoeing, 20,22,23,27,28,31
husking corn, 36-40,54,55
mowing,with mower, 22-25,27; with scythes, 24; mowing grass,weeds and briers, 29,34
pulling/rolling/burning corn stalks, 14,15,17,19
rolling/rooling, 14,15,18,28,35,36
snitzing apples and pears, 32,38
stump taking out/sledding/burning stumps, 17,18,30,31,36
threshing, 30,44,55
trimming trees, 28,30,43;; trimming brush, 31
whitewashing farm buildings, 20-22,26,27,29
Farm equipment: churn, 5,6; corn planter, 18; cradles, 25,27; flat-harrow, 5,6; flower-pots, 6;
fodder-cutter, 44; grain drill, 30,31; harness, 16,31; hay-ladder gallis, 8; horse-mower,
12; mowing machine, 23-25,27; reaper, 25; scalding trough, 46; circular saw, 12,45;
crosscut saw, 11; scythes, 24; thresher and engine, 30
Farm help: farm hands, 3,13,50,51,55,56; neighbors, 2,21; see Thaddeus Brackbill; Jacob
Deither; Samuel Shaub
Farm products:
apples, 2,5-12,27,32,36-38,44,46-49; specked, 8; sales, 34,40,41
apple butter, 6,32,33,38
asparagrass, 17-24
beets, 24
butter, 2-12,23,33,42,44,47-49
cabbage, 14,24,26
cherries, 25
cider, 32,38
clover, 13
corn.19,20,30: chopped, 2-10,48,49; seed corn, 14; plowing, 15-17,53; marking out, 18;
planting, 18; harrowing, 20-24,53,54; hoeing, 22; scraping, 23,54;
cutting, 36-40, 54; husking, 36-40,54,58; shelling, 2-4,6-8,11-16,45,47; cobs, 3;
nubbins, 38-40; pulling/gathering, 43,45; work done, 53; expenses, 54,55,58



corn fodder, 36,41,42,47

sweet corn, 33,34,38

cranberries, 48

cucumbers, see pickles

currants, 23,26,27

eggs, 33,42,44,47-49

flowers: bouquets, 10; plants, 5,10,17,19,36,41; flower pots, 5,6; collared grass
bouquets, 2

grapes, 22,36,37 grapevines, 3,11-13,15,27,43; grape boxes, 48; grape frames, 19; sales,
33,34,36,37

hay/grass, 10,14,24; mowing/raking, 24,25

honey, 36

lettuce, 41,49

oats, 12; planting, 13,14,51; harvesting, 27; threshing, 30; work done, 51; expense, 51

onions, 6,14

peaches: trees, 18; canning, 32,33,36

pears, 32,33

peas, 14,22,23; canning, 32

peppers, 19,33,40,41

pickles/cucumbers, 24,29,33-36,38-40; expenses, 57; sales, 57

potatoes, 2,10,12-16,42; potato hearth, 11; seed potatoes, 16; planting, 15-17; cultivating,
20-23,36; paris green for bugs, 23,24, taking out, 28,35,36,41; work done, 56;
sales, 33,40,41,44,46-49

pumpkins, 40

radishes, 26

raspberries, 16,17,25-27; planting, 42

rye, 25,26; thrashing, 30,55; sowing, 32; rye-straw-bands, 40,47

straw, 8,10,24,29,30,40,47,55

strawberries, 22-24

sweet potatoes, 18,19,21,22,27,36,40; expenses, 56; sales, 38,41,46,56

tobacco: hauling stalks, 12; sowing seed, 12; plants, 18,19; plowing/rolling tobacco
patch, 20; planting, 21-23,52; harrowing/marking/ridging, 20,25-29,52;
replanting, 22-24,26,52; hoeing, 23-30,52; suckering, 31-35,53; topping, 29-
34,53; worming, 29-33; cutting/taking down, 32-35,46,47,52,53;; hanging, 42;
stripping, 2-5,43-49; bailing, 3; packing down, 47,48; work done, 52,53; sales,
35,50; labor cost, 51,52; tobacco-box, 3

tomatoes, 33,34

turnips, 5-8,10,28,46; pulling & topping, 41-43; in cellar, 43; work done, 57; sales, 57

wheat, 9,25,26,32,33; wheat-bran, 4,8; plowing, 28-32,35,49; sowing, 35,49,50;; seed
wheat, 35; Fultz-wheat, 35; white-wheat, 35; threshing, 30; sales, 38,50,51; work
done on, 49,50; expense, 50

wood: cutting, 8,10,11,44; sawing, 11,12,40,41,45; splitting, 40,41,47; bake-wood, 13;
saw-logs, 14,15,17,28

Farm stock: cattle currying, 4,7,8; sick cattle, 8,12,14,20,21; lice medicine, 8; sale of cattle,

17,32,44,46; calving, 44; steer, 2

chickens, 6



shepherd dog, 4
ducks, 48
horses, 24; colt, 4; shoeing, 3,6,9,10,14,16,26,36,38,47,48; sick horses, 6-10,23,27-
29,31,34,41,45,46,49; purchases, 10,14,51; horse sales, 4,6,7,50
hogs, 16,36,42,46,58; shoats, 7,46,50; butchering, 41,46
First National Bank of Strasburg, 51
Fishing, 21
Food: apple butter, 38; bread, 12,45,48; smoked beef, 4,12; pickled beef, 2,3; bologna, 4; cakes,
12,44,47; ginger cakes and pepper-nut cakes, 47; catchup, 34; chicken, 42; corn meal, 42;
corn starch, 48; cranberries, 48; roast duck, 48; flour, 18,23; pears, 48; pies, 12,44,45,
48; salted pork, 3; prunes, 48; pudding, 41; rabbit, 42; sausage, 3,12,41,46; sour-kraut,
33; sweet potatoes, 48
Fout, John, 12
Fox, Mrs, 7
Frick, Adam, 8
Fritz, Cousin Bina, 43
Enos, 25,26
Cousin Ezra, 30
Grandmother, 47
Hettie, in school, 1-12,17,30-49; farm work, 20,23,26,27,42; housework, 29,47-49;
haircut and shoes, 39
Uncle Jacob, 3,14,26,29,30,38,42,47
Cousin Kirk, 26
Cousin Newton/Nuton, 29
Cousin Sue, 43
Fuller, Mrs, 9
Funerals, 3,5,20,21,24-26,32,34; warning, 20

Getz, Mr, 41

Good, Mary, 15

Goodall, Mr, 36

Goslinsky, E, 50

Groff, Benjamin, 24; Rev. Elias, 6,14,18,25,29,30,35,37,43-45,49
Groff’s mill, 38

Harnish, Elam, 31; George, 10,51; Jacob, 28
Hartman, Harry, 49
Health problems: apoplexy, 24; cold, 2; consumption, 4,19; hemorrhage of the bowels, 31,
inflammation of the heart, 3; rheumatism, 5,7,10; typhoid fever, 17,18,20
Heidlebauch, Samuel, 2,10
Hensel, George, 41
Herr, framed family record, 49
A 11
A K Herr & Co brick-kilns, 11,17-19
Uncle Abram, 7,13,17-20,26,36
Cousin Albert, 34



Aldis, 34
Rev. Amos, 2,3,5,7,16,18,24,27,29,37,38,44,45,48
Uncle Amos, 8,11,22,29,32
Cousin Amos, 34,42,46
Andrew, 39,42
Anna (Clark) (Mrs L B), 5
Benjamin, 17
Bishop Benjamin, 2-7,10,13,14,24,27,29,37,38,45,48,49
Christian B, 38
Uncle Christian, 11,13,33,45
Cousin Christian, 4,5,7,9,10,12,13,15,17,18,21,23,25,29,33,35,35,40,41,43,46,48
Elias, 21,41
Uncle Elam, 47
Aunt Emma, 8,13,16,20,29,37,44,46,47
Cousin Fannie, 13
Cousin Francis, 34
H, 20
Hebrem, 2
Henry, 21,46
Jacob, 5,22
Uncle Jacob, 5
Jeremiah, 28
John B, 3,10,15,16,22,30,35,39,40,42,44
Joseph, 6,10,15,28,41
Levi, 6,15,47
Cousin, Lizzie, 9,13,33,39,46
Cousin Lurison B, 5
Mary, 6
Miller John, 20,21
Peter, 6,8,47
S, 17
Sarah (Grand Mother), 3,4,7,11,13,14,16,20,24,27,29,34,37,39,41,43,46,48,56
Aunt Sarah, 8,11,19,45
Cousin Vazetta, 3,5,19,22,27,33,45,46
Cousin Witmer, 19
Herr’s lime kilns, 11,17-19,40
Hershey, Eby, 48
Hess, Cousin Elam, 3,5,22,27,43,44
Hilderbrand, Cousin Annie, 47; Uncle John, 28
Hilton, Henry, 7
Houf, Daniel, 19
House, old: cleaning, whitewashing, 13; Jacob Deither, tenant, 13
House, new: under construction, 3,6,12; moving from old to new house, 12,13; dining room,
31,47,48; kitchen, 34,42,46,48; office, 15; cleaning, whitewashing, 11,34,40,43; cellar,
11,33,37,41,42; plank walks, 12,13; well, 12; wood pile, 13; wood shed, 11,12;



work-shop,11; shade trees, 16

House furnishings: bedsteads, 7,12; bottles, 15; buffalo-robe, 45; bureau, 6,10; carpets, 11;
chairs, 4,10,12; chest, 7; rocking chair, 4; dishes, 12; painted/varnished furniture,
4,5,10,12; looking glasses, 12; oilcloth, 11; soap box, 14; stoves, 12,39,41,47; Splendid
stove and heater, 41; straw mattresses, 4,5,10; table, 4,10; thermometer, 2; tinware,
11,39; towel rack, 14,42; window blinds, 11; blind- fasteners, 12

Household help, see Birk, Mrs Maggie; Sarah Dunlap; Hettie Fritz

Housework: baking, 3,4,6-12,14-18,21-24,26,28-37,39,41-48; canning, 25,32,33,36; cleaning,
11,12,40,48; cooking, 2; ironing, 3,5,6,8,12,14,15,17,22,25,27,31-33,39,45,47,49;
knitting, 49; sewing, 2-5,7,8,10,23,24,28-31,40-48,49; washing, 2,4,6,8,10,12,13,15,17,
20,21,23,25,27,30,33,35,37,39,40,43,44,47,48; boiling soap, 5,34,46; whitewashing,
11,39,46; making apple butter, 38

Huber, Christian, 10; Elam, 34; Levi, 15; Aunt Susannah,34

Hull, Joseph, 22,43,45

Humpherville, Mr, 41

Hunting, 42

Jockey, 7,50

Kaufman, Rev Samuel, 43

Kendig, Samuel, 3

Kenneday, W J, 42

Krantz, Aaron, 21; Annie, 33; John, 15,19,28; Lizzie, 33

Kreider, Daniel, 7

Krider, David, 42; Rev. John, 2

Lampeter Lyceum, 42,44,46-48

Lampeter School, 2-3,7,30; recitations/dialogues, 2,44; entertainment, 11; end of winter session,
12; start of fall session, 30; teachers institute, 43; singing school, 46

Lancaster, PA.14,16,23,36,37,46,47; tobacco market, 3,35; northern market, 15,19; coal/lumber
yard, 5,40; shopping, 6,11,20,38,41,45,46,48; doctors, 32,48; teachers institute, 43

Landis, Mr, 25; Adam, 8,13,32; Benjamin, 46

Landisville, PA, camp-meeting, 29

Lantz, John, 3

Lefevre, Adam, 45; Christian, 4,17; David, 22; Cousin Frank, 35; Henry, 46; Jacob H, 4,5;
Levi, 25; Martin, 35,46; Salome, 35; Cousin Sarah, 41

Lehman, Daniel, 31; Henry/Harry, 15,19,22; John, 36; Sue, 22

Lime kilns, see Herr’s; Wenger’s

Lime Valley, PA, 4,8,11-13

McHugh, Samuel, 6

Market, 2-49; prices, 5-12,18,19,22,23,26,27,33,37,40,41,44,46,47,49; purchase of stand, 14
Masons, brick, 17-19,26

Mathew, Kate, 43

Mathiut, Miss, 33

Meck, David, 7,30; Elmer, George and Jonas, 7



Mellinger Mennonite Church, Lancaster, 4

Mellinger’s coal and lumber yard, 38,40,41,44

Mennonite hymn book, 2; Old Mennonite Church, 3; see also Brick Church; Mellinger; New
Providence; Strasburg

Meyers/Mayers/, Cousin David, 4,7,29,34,37; Cousin John, 7,29; Lizzie, 7; Aunt Mary, 7,13,19,
36,37

Miller, Dr, 31,39,56; Christian, 3; Ella, 19; Henry, 12,20; Jacob, 42; Kate, 19

Missouri, 45,47

Monie, Edie, 37

Monteith, Henry, 40

Mount Joy, PA, 4,34,42

Mower, Elizabeth, 26

Musselman, John, 9,11,40,50; Musselman’s sawmill, 9,14,15,17,28,35; grist mill, 18,23,47,48,51

Musser, Dr, 27; Abram, 37

Neff, Henry, 14; ; Neff’s mill, 2-13,15,19,42,45,47-49

Neffsville, PA, 27

Neighbors; helping to move, 13; see also Barn-raising

New Danville, PA, 39

New Holland, PA, 29

New Providence, PA; Mennonite Church, 4,18,44,45; Sunday School, 40
Nolt, Uncle Reuben, 4,25,44

Ohio, 2

Painters, 24,25

Paris green, 23,24

Parvin, Lillie, 35

Pennsylvania State Fair, 34

Peoples, Abner, 29,45; Lettie and Sue, 16; Aunt Susan, 28
Peters, Abram, 30,37-42,45

Petersburg, PA, 29

Philadelphia, PA, 34,43

Pinkerton, Frank, 5

Post-office, 5-7,10-12,14

Quarryville, PA, 30,47

Railroad, 9,3,32,34

Ressler, Henry, 10,13,41

Rhoads, Amos, 39,56

Rockville, PA, 33

Rohrer/Rhorer, 13; Abram, 34,36; Cousin Christian, 25,35,45; Frank, 21; Jacob, 23,30,34,46;
Mary, 15; Newton, 23; Witmer, 18

Root, Cousin Abram, 29,38; Cousin Mary, 43; Cousin Samuel, 43; Cousin Sarah/Sallie, 7,27



Saddle-shop, 8,28,29,48

Safe Harbor, PA, 21

Schell/Shelle, George, 6,7,24,26,29,50

School, see Lampeter School

Schoolteacher, see Mary F William

Sendig, Christian, 15,18

Shaub, Abram, 2,11,35,36; Fannie, 45; George, 7,10; Henry/Harry, 9,20,37,41; Dr. John, 21;
Martin, 15; Samuel, 14,23,24,28-30,35,36,37,42,51,55

Sheaffer, John, 6,10,13,20,28,29,31,44,45,48; Maria/Mrs John, 23,45

Shenk, Miss, 46; A and Lizzie, 9; Rude, 33,39

Sherts, Harry, 21

Shertzler & Co, 41

Shoemaker, 43

Shultz, John, 10,14,23

Sill, Aaron, 44

Silver Spring, PA, 34

Singing school, 5,7,9,14,46

Soudersburg, PA, 12

Sprecher, Mill, 23; Solomon, 37; William, 37

Stacy, William, 9

Staman, Henry, 43

Stauffer, Rev Christian, 39

Stone quarry, 7,10,11,31

Store, 6,7,12,14,43; coal oil, machine oil and turpentine, 7

Strasburg, PA,9,17,21,30,40,455: Mennonite Church, 5,7,9,11,14,16,18,19,21,23,25,28, 30,34,
35,37,39,41,43,45,48,49; harvest-meeting, 29; singing school, 5,7,9,14; Sunday School,
19,20,23,26-30,33-39,43; Presbyterian Church, 26; railroad depot, 31,32,34; coach
factory, 39; tailor, 47; First National Bank, 51

Surveyor, 15

Sylvester, Lewis, & Co, 35

Taxes: road, 7

Thanksgiving Day, 45

Theniger/Teniger, Isaac, 9,20,21,51

Tinker, 22,23

Trees; chestnut, 30; fruit, 5,11,16,18,28; evergreen, 18,19; locust, 19; poplar, 30; shade, 16
Trout, Daniel, & Sons, 16

Ulmer, J Wesley/Vessely, 35
Vehicles: buggies, 11,14,17,29,39,43,45; cart, 3,43; sleigh, 4,10; two-horse sled, 8;
farm wagon, 3,13,33,43; market wagon, 9
Velder, Charles, 7
Veterinary services, 6,8-10,12,14,21,23,27-29,31,34,41,45,46,49; collecting doctor bills, 11
Virginia, 43



Weather: drought, 27,39; frost, 7,11,14,20,36,40; hail, 20,22,34,49; heat, 27,39; lightning, 20;
heavy rain, 31; snow, 2-6,8-10,14,42,45,48,49
Weaver, Amos, 28; Jacob, 10,11,36,38,42; Mary, 2,5,9,21
Weidler, Mr, 47
Wenger’s lime kilns, 18,26
West Lampeter Township, Lancaster County, PA, 1
Wikard, John, 5,6,8; Martin, 23
Williams, Andy, 30; Mary F, 2,9,30,39
Willow Street, PA, 34,44; West Willow Street, 47
Witmer, Aaron L (Papa), 1-49; unwell, 40,41
Abram (brother), 1-49; rheumatism, 5-7,10,11
Cousin Emma, 4,5,7,8,10-13,16,21,27,28,33,46
Franklin (Frank) E. (the diarist), 1-49; separate tobacco patch, 25-29,32-35,45-47,51;
corn patch, 36; 24" birthday, 28
Uncle George, 3,4,15,20,29,36,40,43,44
Cousin Ida, 21,26
Cousin Jacob, 13.16,33,46,48
Uncle Jacob, 2,3,6-8,11,13,22,27,30,31,44
Jacob Elam/Elem (brother), 1-49; in school, 2-11
Cousin John, 12-14,32,42
Cousin Katie, 21,26
Cousin Leah, 7,13
Cousin Lizzie, 13,33,46
Uncle Martin, 5,13,18,21,27,42
Cousin Martin, 42,49
Mary Ann (Herr) (Mother), 1-49
Aunt Mattie, 4
Sarah (Grand Mother), 5,8,10,12,13,15,19-21,26,30,31,34,36,37,39,43-45,48
Cousin Sue, 46
W G, 41



