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of 1861."

- At the tlme all thls was gomg
on, however 100- years ago, it
was far from funny to the har-
rassed former captain of Lancas-
ter’s, “Jackson Rifles.” -

‘Hambright had taken the “Rifl-
es’-on the exhausting but inglori-
ous. original three < month sortie
into- Western Maryland -and Up-
per Virginia. = -

Another Jackson — Thomas J
- “Stonewall’’. — had Ieft the Jack-
son. Rifles and the-rest. of - Gen.
_Pattersons Pennsylvania - com-
‘mand with. consrderable egg . on
their collective face - by skedad-
i dling over the Blue Ridge to help
} geauregard wm the Battle ‘of Bull

un, .

- Buf Henry Hambnght by vir-
! tue of no inconsequential political
connechons, had obtained a com-
mission as colonel in the Regular
Army and the authority fo raise|®
a reglmenf for volunteer federal
:erv:ce = : i

And this he " did, gettmg the
better part of nine companies en-
rolled from his' own native coun-|

UPSETS GOV -CURTIN

- .|ment was to be brigaded with the

"Col. Hambrlght Slashes Red Tap e}
Gets Lancaster Regiment In Fleld

Around reunion “ca.mpflres” years later _Hgnrx A
Eambnght could afford to be tolerantly amused by,
troubles - he-"had experlenced in . putting Lancaster
County’s flrst fu]l reglment m the f1e1d durmg the fa]l

us and a551stant Secretary of War,
had -wired him at Lancaster:
“Need greatest. Come on as soon
as you are ready.” .7, e, T
‘STEAL” 3 COMPANIES

So Hambright had ordered his
three companies .from Western
Pennsylvama (he had no specif-
ic orders, yet) to join him at Lan-
caster. They started, by rall and
were halted at ‘Harrisburg — pull-
ed off the train by orders of Gov.
Curtm and- - shunted ~ into -«the
sprawling Camp Curtin, for as-
signment to the Pennsylvama Re-
serve . regiments.” Some prompt-
ly " _deserted, and- came on to
Lancaster ]

e COL. HENRY HAMBRIGHT .

Hambrlght blew l'us stack, andl ISRUSﬂQS Up A Regiment)

was backed by all the Lancaster

nd a. Iot of other more
newspapers of the time. The up-Lgﬁf 2qu1pment was - almost
roar was such that Curtin recon- st a few hours later -when an
sidered, the Western companlesrpper deck of the overcrowded

joined the command for which Ium-
they had' volunteered, and every- poD: LeAtEpOrt, gave way, I

body went packmg off to Pitts-
burgh

eting the 16 members of the
9th regimental band — the for-
er band of the Lancaster Fen-
ibles '— into the jam-packed
ranks of their comrades on the
deck below. - ¥

" Orders finally - had come
through; Col. ' Hambright’s regl-

Pretty soon, Gov. Andrew Cur-
tin got wind. ot this and proceed-
ed to blow the whistle on Ham-
“bright’s plans. This was because
the. Lancaster- colonel was ‘deal-
ing, so far, directly .with the fed-

_.eral government. What crust!

:Didn’t. this . ambitious militia-|i
man know that such th.mgs sunp-
Iy were not done" k

Hambrlght knew Hus very well~
buf he “also _ knew fhe general
state of “snafu”’. in- Harrlsburg,
and the real state of emergenoy

facing the bedevulled federal gov-
ernmenf. K

Tom Scott the raﬂroad gem-i
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77th ‘and the 7sth Pennsylva.ma,
and would carry the reglmental
numeral 79.

Negley — who had: visited his old|
buddies of Patterson’s Army here|
in Lancaster only a few weeks
before — would be sent to Ken-
tucky, as part of Maj. Gen. John
*.|C. Fremont’s Army in the West.

ed.the rickety old river boats at
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania’s Gov.
Curtin — properly chastised for
his original obstreperousness —
|arrived at Camp Wilkins to pre-
sent the regiment w1th a mag-
nificent State flag.

“What a helluva way to° start
a war!” screamed the " Justlﬁab-
1y upset Col.. Hambnght '

The 7%th Ieﬂ' several of 1fs men
in Pittshurgh as a result of this
untoward incident. Dan Clem-
'mens, the great 'musician: of-the

old Fencibles’. band, was one of
them; kayoed and badly hurt in
the accident. Eventually, he re-
covered’ and rejoined. _

‘But the boats steamed wobbrly
down the rivers and, days later,
arrived at Louisville. There fol-
lowed a 50-mile hike to the ‘rude
camps on the banks of the Nolen
River, in rugged Hardin County,
Ky. It was a forbiddng country,
albeit -beautiful, in late fail. :

“Rebels’” were all around, but
except for the occasional sudden
demise of an unwary picket, there
was little actron for many, many

The brigade, under Gen James

Before Lancaster’s 79th board-||
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Local Troops
Chowless On -
|Stalled Train

Some of the unhappiest
troops on the movement of
the 79th - Regiment from
Lancaster to -near - Pitts-
burgh, a century ago, were
the 101 members of. the
“Normal Rifles.”:

This company, ralsed in the
record time of two weeks, by
Prof. J. H. Wickershar, prin-
cipal of the State Normal School, -
Millersville, was counted .as one
of the best in the regiment, but '
they still had a lot to learn.

On the frianr_trip to Camp- wil-
kins, the high-spirited recruits—
most of them Millersville stu-
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long weeks.

Nonetheless, Col. Henry Al
Hambright .had his regiment *
the field,” at long last. The 79th
would be a long time coming
hnme.

‘in|

dents — consumed all their ava|l-
able rations shortly after the
train crossed the- Susquehanna
above Harrisburg.”

Accordmg to the troop—tram
time table, they - ‘were supposed
to be at Camp Wilkins, near
Pittsburgh, in time for breakfast.
They reached there 30 hours aft-
er leaving Harrisburg. -

Heavy military traffic, east— .
bound, had caused many delays
—one of them of more than three
hours, in the middle.of a moun-
tainous . nowhere, . 50 miles --east
of Altoona. It was breakfast tlme h
and no chow.
FORAGE FOR® GRUB o

Lt Wﬂham P Leonard of
Mountville (there” were 19 Mount—
ville men .in the company; led a
oraging party mto the mountam i

"The ““Normal Riflé
covered, rather
troop train ‘movememns. c
maddeningly . abnoymal,
acutely uncomfo_rt_alle-
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