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,Hy Dear l i n n . : •
RIbE*- % wte- '-v ^ t¡k w sh  g r a t i f i e d  to  l e a m  o f  i t o  proposed a n n iv e rsa ry  |7 § | |§  

o f the  b i r t h  o f Thaddeus S tev e n s , on h is  coming b i r th d a y ,  on A p r i l  4=

I  never heard  fhaddeus S tevens sp eak , h u t ,  «hen I  tra s  a  hoy, 1 M B f c ;  
read  h is  speeches in  Congress d u rin g  and a f t e r  th e  O ivil^W ar; ,1 n e v e ^ .;f jH | 
saw him ex cep t when I  looked upon h i s  fa c e  a t  h i s  f a n e r a l ,  which l  a p i111 
a tte n d e d  An August'/; 1868. D uring my boyhood and_ever s in c e , I  have > M  
been a g re a t  adm irer of "o ld  Thad• n , a s  he was c a l le d  by h is  con- 
s t i t u e n t s  d u rin g  h is  l a s t  y e a r s . . I  adm ired him 7
s tro n g  sym path ies f o r  th e  d e se rv in g  poor and th e  d c m tro d d e n , h i s
a rd e n t f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  the cause o f  p o p u la r education*  f o r  - ^
lo y a l ty  to  th e  cause o f  the  Am erican Union d u r in g  th e  H j B  
h i s  unwaive r in g  d ev o tio n  to  the cause o f eq u a l r i g h t s  b e fo re  the law* ^

S tevens was b o m , a s  you know, in  179S. S h is  was a  very  p ro p er g g £  
y ea r  fo r  t h i s  bo ld  and f e a r l e s s  champion o f  human freedom  to  ^ v e  been  
born  in .  I t  was in  179E th a t  England v o te d  f o r  th e  g ra d u a l_ a b o lit^ a n  *  
!5  «i trp d e -  the v e a r  in  w hich io u i s  th e  XVI was deth roned  ¡¡g  J M  2d l ? I 2 f t e ™ i u t i o n  born  and to e  y e a r  in  which H a y J T a ^ r e d  , .  
f o r  'em an c ip a tio n . A y ea r  o f  enoh h i s t o r i a l  o e e n rren c es , j ^ e lo se ly_ ^  • 
r e l a t e d  to  the cause o f  human freedom , wae s n re ly

f o r  t h ? i r  en.ual r i g h t s ,  a s  d id  Shaddeus S tev en s , to  be b o r n - ^ i . ---- --------

s 4£  SHSSgfll
stone  house on  what a t  th e  tim e ox 7 ra la d o n ia  GounteF* Vermont®
E atabroolr farm , n e a r  t h e v i l l a g e o x  B r i l l o  Co^ ° ? “ ^ n S i n o  l in e d
»  b a ^ B h i f t l e B ^ a n d 'l e f ^ h o m e 'w h e ^ th ^ c h i ld r e n  were 4u i te  emaU end

á V l d Sa U ° o í h e r
She co n tin u ed  to  su p e rv ise  ■the . enJ&gQ in  sp in n in g  and
own housework and managed to  ®_ „gj, means to  educate  h e r  bo y s*7
weaving end in  t h i s  way e a rn  and save an -sa g  i c u l t i v a t e d  h e r

“ dS4̂  S d ^ hioXi w S 2 « .s . ■
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and d id  I t  "w ith  a  w i l l " .  She took an  a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  church  work 
and was a  prom inent f ig u re  in  th e  B a p tis t  Church a t  D an v ille*  m S m

Qjhaddeus S tevens in  speak ing  of h i s  p a re n ts  s a id :  "Hy m other lip if f lp a
a v e ry  e x tra o rd in a ry  woman. I  have met v e ry  few women l ik e  her** .13  ̂
f a th e r  was n o t a  w e ll- to -d o  man. and the  su p p o rt and th e  e d u c a tio n  .. 
o f  the  fam ily  depended on my m other. She worked day and n ig h t to  
ed u ca te  me»- X was fe e b le  and lame in  y o u th , and . a s  I  cou ld  n o t  work 
on th e  fa rm , she concluded to  g iv e  me an e d u c a tio n . I  t r i e d  to  rep ay  h©?f 
a f te rw a rd s ,  b u t th e  d eb t of a c h ild  to h i s  m o ther, you know, i s  one o f  
th e  d e b ts  we can never p ay ."

M rs. S tevens d ec id ed  to move to  Peacham, abou t seven  m ile s  South - 
o f D a n v il le ,  so a s  to  enable the  boys to  a t te n d  the  academy a t  thsS p la ce*  
known a s  the  C aledonia County Grammar S choo l. 2he house i n  which th e y  
l iv e d  was a  em a il, tw o -s to ry , u n p a in ted  frame b u i ld in g .  Shad* © s tu d y  
was on the second s to r y  and was p o o rly  l ig h t e d .  I  sp e n t q u ite  a  w h ile  
in  th e  room and found i t  a te n  by tw elve room, w ith  on ly  a  sm a ll window*
He was v ery  s tu d io u s  and here he sp e n t much of h i s  tim e w hile  a t te n d in g  
Peacham Acadamy. I t  was here  t h a t  he p rep a red  h im se lf  f o r  c o l le g e ,  
e n te r in g  D artm outh , a s  a sophomore, in  1811, and g ra d u a tin g  i n  th e  
summer of 1814.

ihe  p o o re s t o f  the poor boys of our co u n try  to d ay  a re  no p o o re r 
nor<W a re  th ey  surrounded w ith  more d is c o u ra g in g  c o n d itio n s  th an  was v, 
Thaddeus S tevens when a boy. He had no a id  o r su p p o rt w hatever 
th a t  g iv en  him by h is  poor though in d u s t r io u s  mother* Hot on ly  was he.  ̂
re a re d  in  p o v e r ty , b u t he was lam e, a  c r ip p le  f o r  l i f e .  J J Even a t  t h a * » ^ g  
e a r ly  day , however, he was b le s se d  w ith  an  ind o m itab le  w i l l  power«' duxs* 
w ith  an  in te n se  d e s i r e  to  o b ta in  an  e d u c a tio n , en ab led  him to  overcome 
a l l  o b s ta c le s .  An old r e s id e n t  o f  Peeeham to ld  me ab o u t an  esqaeriecoe 
which o ccu rred  d u rin g  h i s  schoo l d a y s , w hieh  shows to e  extrem e p o v e r ty  .

o f th e  S tevens fa m ily , and the extrem e le n g th s  th ey  a t  t im e s _were fo rc e d  
to  go -  was on a  c e r t a in  o ccas io n  when Shad needed a  •;
He, o f  c o u rs e , had no money, and  h is  m other d id  n o t  h a v e B U j- iic ^ e n t^ te  
buy th e  book, bu t she determ ined  t h a t  Thad should  have th e  praESiar r n th o u t  
d e la y . She r a is e d  th e  needed sum by s e l l i n g  a  copper k e t t l e ,  wixlc~  she 
had; been u s in g  and whieh she a c tu a l ly  needed f o r  i n
th e  fa m ily . How many boys can be found in  t h i s  co u n try  today  ^bo g fMr_ n 
road in  o b ta in in g  an  e d u c a tio n  i s  b e s e t by a s  many obS uael|S ?<as=s^S£asE3

sa* a s  em barrassed  Thaddeus S tevens,w hen  a  Bchool boy. H B

One day a  f i r e  broke ou t in  the  s c h o o l w hich Shad a t te n d e d , _when_ -__ 
a  number o f  the p u p i ls ' books and o th e r  b e lo n g in g s  were “ T t  „
L d  h is  books and h a t burned u p . On h i a  way home £ a |  d ay , 
h a t  on h i s  head , h is  books gone, he s a t  one o f  tn e p le a d in g  Q^-5V:
th e  'p la c e , by the  name o f  John M atto ck s , who handed h im . t e a ^ d o l ^ s - ^  ^ ;^.
say in g : "Here Chad, take t h i s  and b u y  s o m e  books and go to  c o lle g e  ;
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w ith o u t a h a t» "
BHHR I  H  . \ mm' . H j

s ic k l^ na S eilm^aS d  a s^ h e^ L p ed  a l ^ 0* ,“^ ?  £*d icu l? # He 1708 h o th  €
f re q u e n tly  laughed a t  him a n d ^ i m i c e ^ h i s  J h® o th e r  boys
brought t e a r s  to  h is  e y e s . lim p in g  w alk,w hich sometimes

Shown w hen^w riting  h i s ^ s t ^ W i l ^ ^ n r i S ^ h ^ 9 ? Q °wed h i s  mo t^ e r  i s
made p ro v is io n  f 5  S i  IS ■ ■ ■ K & i S  °*  S S  ft W
read s th u s : " I h a t  the sex to n  keep he £ g r a v e i t J S J P i J l a ? SCL  ' I #  
ro se s  and o th e r  c h e e r fu l  f lo w ers  a t  eaeh o f th fl mSM  aE& Pish**
grave ev e ry  s p r i n g s  Ehen f u r th e r  on I n  of sa id
■** to  a id  in  the e r e c t io n  o f a ‘Ratvm a+ /ti» . s  W ill, he d ev ised  «¡¡>1000*00 
m other was a  f a i t h f u l  member, L a  d9no“ i “ >tion h is

=  P |  S S K i H i “ “  M - i

in  18l f 9L | r f ^ i ^ L ? t vI,af t ^ tltl1 C o ll®8e . he «rent to  P ennsy lvan ia  
-  £ . & g | M W i  i h . i  end ta u g h t sch o o l in  the  E S S * * *  I

p r a o t t o a ^ L ^ i e ^ ' w  H® ™ 3 s d ° i t t 9d , t o e th e 1b f r 1>L a ^ e g S at h i iay ln 8

e tto rn e y "? *  f e i l S I  seemed B  b f s t a l l ^ M m  in  
; p ro fe s s io n . g w l  £ a " i h S \ i X  ? S t tB  I

f r i e n d le s s  he fo u fh t on. * ¥ & ¥ % !

h e a r t -b re a k in g  e x p e i i e L L l o i ^ n e;3R S S S  IS
S u o w ^ ^ e n f 9 Serve th e  d 0 m tr0 ia e n  8114 °K ‘ra3sed  “ ong h is

s l a v e f L S I S I I  o °ro S I2 8o vef
the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  defend th a n ,  w hich he f r e q u e n t ly  d i r i f t S ' i l  b e S  ! 
known th a t  he was in  sympathy w ith  them . T h is  ga?e £ iij  L  o p p o r ^ S .
h«frt^ar a  a mStli "tiia in ? oi t u t  io n  o f human s la v e ry  what ho had n o t kno^m. >■ 
b e fo re . -h ese  e x p e rie n c e s  w ith  h i s  u n fo r tu n a te  c l i e n t s  f le e in g .f ro m , 
BioivoT^f made a d ssp  im p rsss io n  upon h i s  young  mind#
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(Dli686 d a rk  days wore now passing#  Kis c lo u d s  wero b reak in g  and 
th e  Btm was b eg in n in g  to  s h in e . H is p r a c t ic e  grew , a lth o u g h  a  
la r g e ly  composed o f the  p o o r. H is m a s te r ly  p r e s e n ta t io n  of e a se s  and, 
the  im p ressiv e  m anneiin  which he p laced  them b e fo re  the  C ourt and ju r y  r ^¿ : 
caused h is  fam e to  sp re a d  r a p id ly  and h e  became a  man o f prom inence and
in f lu e n c e  in  h is  co u n ty . —

iEhe f i r s t  tim e he to o k  an  a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  in  p o l i t i o s  was in  1828» 
when he su p p o rted  John Quincy Adams f o r  P r e s id e n t ,  and was l a t e r  a  
zea lo u s su p p o r te r  o f  the Adams a d m in is tra tio n *

He r e p e a te d ly  d e c lin e d  to  a llo w  the use o f  h is  name a s  a  cem didate ' { i ! *  
for o f f ic e  u n t i l  in  1832 he was p re v a i le d  upon to  become a  c a n d id a te ^ fo r  

^ th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He was e le c te d  and r e - e le c te d  f o r  s e v e ra l  tim es t h e r e -  .
a f t e r .

In  1834. la rg e ly  th rough  h i s  v o te  and in f lu e n c e ,  the  law  e s ta b l i s h in g  
a f r e e  sohoo l system  was p laced  upon the  s t a t u t e  books o f P ennsylvania*^
Ihe Q uestion  a s  to  w hether o r  n o t  the  f re e  sch o o l law was to  be re p e a le d  ; 
was S ide an is s u e  a t  the n e x t e l e c t io n ,  and a  m a jo r i ty  o f  the  numbers o f 
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f 1835 were e le c te d  to  v o te  f o r a  r e p e a l  o f the  !law* 
fhaddeus S tevens was the le ad in g  champion o f th e  law in  th e  Hou© o f ■
B e p ra s a n ta t iv e s . His m a s te r ly  argument so e l e c t r i f i e d  th e  ^ oues t h a t  a  
s u f f i c i e n t  number were in f lu e n c e d  to  voAte a g a in s t  the  r e p e a l  th a t  th a  ^£5» o f f r e e  sc h o o ls  won a g lo r io u s  v ic to r y .  He was th e  s a v io r  o f  f r e e  . 
sch o o ls  fo r  th e  boys and g i r l s  o f  P ennsy lvan ia*

Tn 1842. he moved to  L a n c a s te r , P a* , and th e re  made h i s  perm anent . u y | 
home. In  1848, the Whigs nom inated him a s  t h e i r  can d id a te  
in  the  L a n c a s te r  D i s t r i c t .  He was e le c te d  and r e - e le c te d  m  1858, buw 
d e c l in e d ^ 0r e - e le c t io n  in  1852. He was a g a in  e le c te d  to  Congress in  
1858 and r e - e le c te d  w ith o u t s e r io u s  o p p o s it io n  u n t i l  he l a i d  a s id e  a l l  ,
th a t  was e a r t h ly  and la y  down to  tak e  h is  l a s t  r e s t  on th e  11 th  o f  r
A ugust, 1868* “1 , ■

•Pwo weeks a f t e r  he was la id  in  th e  g r a v e ,th e  p rim ary  e l e c t io n  to  
'-'nom inate I  c S d S a t e  fo r  Congress was held* I t  was too  to te  under th e  | ^ J  

n a r ty  r u l e s  f o r  an o th er can d id a te  to  o b ta in a  plac© on th e  a
was ag reed  by common co n sen t th a t  o u t o f r e s p e c t  to  h i s  memory and in  
A p p re c ia tio n  o f h is  d is t in g u is h e d  s e rv ic e s  i n  Congress the  v o te  o f  h i s   ̂

e a s t  f o r  him, a lth o u g h  he had r e t i r e d  fo re v e r  from a l l  e a r th ly  
sc e n e s . S h is ,  doubt l e s s , i s  th e  on ly  case  in  th e  h is to r y  of t h i s  coun t 
where the  people of a  C o n g ressio n a l d i s t r i c t  p r a c t i c a l l y  r e - e le c te d  
Congressman a f t e r  he had passed  to  h is  e t e r n a l  home.
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m S r +«ai ° n  Wh° was 031 e n t^ s i a s t i o  champion o f  the r i A t s  o f  all 
men to  freedom  and s e c u r i ty  t h a t  man was Thaddens S tevens?^  *  “ ¿s

+-L j. f ^ e P00? 10 o i Hr® S tev e n s’ form er home a re  d e l ig h te d  to  fcnotr"
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