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Autobiography of William Michael. Part Il.
Read by H. Frank Eshleman.

The following is a transcript of the second part of William Michael’s
diary or memornadum of notable experiences in his life. This he calls his
“Trip Westward™ The first part of the manuscript, which was read at the
April meeting of our Society, by Mr. George F. K. Erisman, the writer called
his “Trip Southward”. William Michael was a Lancaster man, and
among other papers extant here concerning him, his will may be found It
is in the Register of Wills Office in this county. He gives considerable fam-
ily history in the said will. He was a child of noble ancestry; and the head
of a more than ordinarily prominent line of descendants

by the President of the United States, In part)

WhbeTfaf combinations have arisen to defeat the execution of the laws
of the United States, laying duties on distilled spirits, etc., which he (the
H fIfU is advised amounts to treason, viz: the said persons who on the
16 and 17 of July proceeded in arms amounting to several hundred to the
ftn iievin’ InS ector of the Revenue, fired with arms thereon;

n 1 i i i n
putting fire there‘%o;rgﬁdevphser%%%?peenielrat%qn%%%nz jus 2 ggtydfeaputfnar{glﬂal\)/—
ing a perfect conviction of the necessity of pursuing immediate means to
beforpSthpei SfFmr ®surrection*1 do command all persons insurgents, on or
homes™tetc | t °f September’ next to disperse and return peacably to their

“The President next appointed commissioners to precede to the west-

ern countries, as did the governor of the state, to convince them of their de-
n nS+a fre®pardon’ to ail those who should in_a specified time,
_instruments” of writing as becoming dutiful citizens. However

the good disposition of the president was not accepted; and to appearances
seemed to threaten the shedding of blood. And according to an Act of
ofor T T n{)arporting’ aa Act £or calling out the Militia to execute the laws
oon * suppress insurrections, etc., it shall be lawful to call forth the
Militia, to suppress the same; Therefore according to a requisition of the
BB B M M B M | <*the most respectable cLractersTrned out voN
ly*h 4  Wih the additi°nal number of forty-four from this (Lan-

Ster iLinOWE turned out voluntaries to defend our Republican Constitution

compa,?*"eSh N e lPrw rt” ‘irm-11B H u H
~% nem V trcg X d””-A a“ hattime to have a dan-
air Ist* Lancaster about nine o’clock in the morning the

fifteeimtw pare’ and we traveled to a small town called Maytown, about
fifteen miles.  In the evening it began to rain but the mornirg it cleared

ketaw Ah? was the first time | lay upon the floor wrapped hi my blan-
Second 'ThfiePtW and ate a im hearty meal’ in the morning”
then dined M [s} a”d PrOCeeded *° Fa'm°Uth and

N i int® i i is-
DUrSTE BALTE S5 St 7 RO oP Tl 8% T PRl T
(69)



(70)

shortly after his arrival was announced, by the discharge of “nnon, the
town was more lively than ever before, | saw it. We crossed the river in
the afternoon, and marched about four or five miles farther and then en,
camped in a suitable field. We pitched our tents procured straw, cooked
our meat, made our broth, etc. . . . i

Fourth—We marched this day within .four or five miles of Carlisle and
encamped. _ . i )

Five_ This day lay still and rested ourselves.

gix_"This morning we had orders to dress and powder ourselves com-
pletely and about 10 o’clock started for Carlisle, we marched in the great-
est order Much praise we recurred on our performance. The spectators
crowded so greatly upon us, we were greatly retarded in our maneuvers.

Seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth we lay in our encampment.

Eleventh—Our division of the army marched from this ground to the
westward, viewed by the President and marched out.

Twelfth-—The remainder marched out in the same manner. Thus was
Carlisle, which was the rendezvous of so formidable an army, evacuated in
two days. We marched seven miles to a place called Mount Rock. After
this day, marching, | have neglected taking particular notice of circum-
stances only that campaigning began in a great measure to be disagreeable to
many; irregular marches, scarcity of water, many commanders, dust, change
of water so many times, made it unhealthy and disagreeable and from this,
until the fourth of November, | have been prevented giving a daily relation
of what occurred, during the march. From Mount Rock to Bedford over
the mountains, Peters, Tuscarora, Sideling, etc., rendered it exceeding fa-
tiguing; and all was borne with the greatest fortitude, and could not be ex-
ceeded by the old veterans. During this period, the “Horse”, brought in
many persons who have'been proved to be unfavorable to the government. Thé
taking of one of them gave great satisfaction to the fatigued soldiery. Af-
ter being here a few days, | entered into the Commissary department.
Mosher, who marched out, as our captain was elected a Colonel Com-
mandant of a Regiment of Infantry, and used me very ill. Twenty acting
men out of forty-five, owing to sickness made it doubly hard upon the re-
mainder.

| therefore, exerted myself and procured the appointment of Issuing
Commissary of the Clothing and Military stores for the four armies. On
the 22nd of October | entered into my. new station and on that day the
Army moved from Bedford to the westward. Mr. Madérwell, a young man
that marched as a volunteer from Lancaster in the same company, was ap-
pointed Issuing Commissary with me.  On the 22nd we marched at our
ease; put our baggage, muskets, etc., in our wagons, which we had to the
number of fifty or sixty, loaded in with the stores. Could procure anything
we wanted on the way. October 23rd, we had another agreeable day for'
marching, the. last for a long time. ,On the 24th it began to rain for thir-
teen or fourteen days successively. Here followed a long chain of incon-
veniences. Floundering of horses, others lame, sick, etc., wagons breaking
and that is beyond conception to any one but those who were witnesses
thereto. Oui* marches were greatly retarded by the seeking and pressing of
horses and wagons as the greatest part of the people here were either more
or less dissatisfied to government and therefore rendered it considerably
more difficult to procure the means for conveying our stores. However the
gentleman, whom we acted under, the superintendent, Captain Gamble, be-
ing acquainted with the like, procured those necessaries, when perhaps
others would be at a loss.

November 5th—The army made a general halt at Carnagans, after a
long, tedious and disagreeable march through slush and rain and we fell
to, to take a genuine inventory of the stores on hand, a task both tedious
ﬁgrtéanb,oriou& We took lodging one mile in front of the army at one

S.
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November 6th—Still proceeding on with taking of inventory.

November 7th—This day we were kept busier than any day preced-
ing It was appointed as a general issuing day of clothing for the army.
The returns we found very heavy, in shoes particularly, the wet weather
had proved very disastrous to this article, numbers had marched several
days without a shoe to their feet and in such severe weather, one would
have expected it would have been considerably more severe upon them
than it was. With all the handicaps they underwent, they still seemed to

be contented and in high spirits.
Novemger 8th—A pro%riated nearly as the 7th, however, this day was

more favorable and warmer than the preceding day. In the evening, after
our work being' done, we rested by the fireside, in our little cabin, for
small it was; the top of the roof was but thirteen feet from the ground
and but one room and that extended over the house, one small window,
but no glass or frame to it. This house stands about one mile from the
river Yough and but a mile from Budd’s Ferry on the Yough. The family
were truly hospitable one son and daughter both grown to the age of
maturity. This day our landlady entertained with the history of her life.
And it being singular and interpersed with trouble seldom met with or
heard of in the present period that induced me to give part of it an in-
sertion in the Journal.

Here he inserts three or four pages of the experiences of the land-
lady endured with the Indians in early times endured by the good widow
lady with whose family he spent the night, in which she detailed to him
minutely, telling how the savages stole her small children and how she
recovered them and the danger of slaughter, which they so narrowly es-
baped. The narration is quite valuable as a chapter in early Indian his-
tory, but of no value as a part of the experiences of the expedition which
was the subject of this diary.

November 9th—This day we had more rest than for many days past.
M. Sterret, Lieutenant in the Federal army and engaged in the same busi-
ness with me, left in the morning for Bedford. The day was pleasant, and
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, Gov. Lee’s (Commander of the Potomac
Army) arrived fbom the Virginia and Maryland lines, to that of ours
namely Jersey and Pennsylvania line, was announced with a discharge of
fifteen cannon. | now began .to think or at least to wish to.return home.
The weather began to grow severe, a great many of our men sick, and
we began to prepare for a march towards Pitt.

November 10th—This morning the army about 9 o’clock marched on
towards Pitt in 'these directions. We had orders to .direct the stores to
Pitt. The roads were tolerably good, the land fertile but hilly. We moved
about 7 miles and left our worthy Morton family about 12 o’clock with
regret. Traveling'about 2 miles we came to a- creek called the Sewick-
ley. On the west side of it, it is remarkable for the construction of the
road, which is extended | imagine twenty yards above the walls seem-
ingly as if it were done by art. The bank is seemingly as one solid rock
into the top or to speak more comprehensively like a wall. The road is
about ten or twelve feet wide on the top and on the other side of the
road is a valley equally as far down to as the water on this side and re-
quires great, attention in the wagoner or perhaps he will throw his team
into an abyss that is irretrievable. We lay about 1% miles from the army
at a mill, the name of Hazels, on the Little Sewickley Creek. This eve-
ning it began to rain hard the road near the creek were very hilly This
evening we gave orders to the wagoners to be on the start by break of day
together in advance of the army.
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November 11th—We started this morning about day break. The road
being a good deal wet and still-raining a little, we traveled about three miles
through the fertile piece of country and then entered Braddock’s Old Road
about six miles from where we started. | found unexpectedly a relative
of my wife. | was treated kindly by them and partook of nourishment
rarely to be met with. We took up our quarters about 1% miles from
Thompson’s Tavern, or as some call at Mayer’ at one Powell’s Turtle Creek.
We dined this day at Thompson’s—an excellent dinner in camp P. with Col.
Biddle and several other officers. We had a good supper here the family
were kind, had a long discussion on the campaign, gave us an account of
the martial appearance of the insurgents, about four months ago. Their
home lays about two miles from Braddock’s field on the old Penna road.
The march of the latter part of the day was. very bad, the roads a good
deal hilly and deep. We were presented some of the largest shellbarks
that | ever saw. They were nearly as large as walnuts but not so good
in quality as in size.

November 12th—This morning we started early before breakfast and it
began to snow; we traveled about 3% miles and stopped at a little cabin
where lived four fresh lively Irish girls. We located here besides a good
comfortable fire. The cabin was very small, not above twelve feet square
wherein dwelt content and hospitably with all the perfection of rosy health.
They had a pumpkin, the largest | saw, in circumference 7% feet. They
informed me it was a good deal larger when green. | waited here until
our stores came up with us, gave the wagoners directions to come on as
fast as they could and then proceeded on for the long wished for Post, Port
Pitt. | arrived in town about 2 o'clock. The first beauty | observed in
the situation was that of the rivers, which | viewed with the greatest de-
light. | then began to find out Captain Gamble, the superintendent of the
stores, but sought him long, in vain. | went to the garrison to find him; .he
had just left it. | then met with Mr. Tanaghe, an acquaintance and phy-
sician in the Federal Army. He conducted me through and several more,
the whole and every part of the garrison. | soon after met with Captain
Gamble and he conducted us to the outer quarters. Elegant house, 1%
miles from the town, people of the best characters. Boarded with us, a Mr.
Sample, attorney of Law, with his lady. | was exceedingly surprised
with regard to society. | vainly anticipated a country awkward society.
Mr. Sample, | found an agreeable informed character, that of his lady
handsome; was softness itself, conversant and informed, a daughter of Mr.
Tinier, indeed | never expected so amiable a figure in so rugged a country,
together with six or eight more in all making an agreeable society. This
evening Iproved by far the coldest day of any. | now considered myself
happily landed in port, had all the necessaries to make me comfortable.

November 13th—A most beautiful morning, but cold and calm. The
river looked, this morning, like glass. Mr. Maderwell and | after eating a
good breakfast, walked down town, to view the rivers, the sight which was
truly pleasing. Along the water were lying boats in numbers, both loaded
and unloaded, ready to be wafted to the new world, down the Grand Ohio, a
majestic sight in its demonstration of increasing power. From that we
walked down the banks to the junction of the Allegheny. The latter is some-
thing larger than the former and much clearer and more beautiful. Just on
the point, is the spot where stood the Old French Fort; but it has been erased
long ago and there remains nothing, but here and there, some part of
the foundation. Near to that, within fifty yards stand the remains of the
stockade, nearly all fallen away.

The ditches had been dug to form a canal from the Monongahela to the
Allegheny, and when it is clear they can still be seen. The magazine is
still a good and strong building. Braddock’ Fort is not quite in so com.
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manding a situation, as the OIld French Fort. But the present garrison held,
is the most inconvenient situation of them all.

November 14th—This morning we found a snow of about an inch—still
continuing. The greatest part of the day, we employed in unloading our
stores. We departed then into a new church, but newly under roof, the
inside make of which was just begun, but therein was erected a kind of pul*
pit which | suppose they made use of, occasionally.

November 15th-—Still continuing snowing. | stood some time this
morning, looking out of the window of our* lodging room on the second
story. The home is situated on the heights but very pleasant. It over-
looks the whole of the town and commands a perfect view of both the
rivers together with an extensive view down the Ohio, all which looked dead
and drear. (Here a poem is inserted). In the evening, Mr. Maderwell and 1
went downstairs with some of our acquaintances, passed away the hours
agreeably in company with a great number of gentlemen, of and belonging
to different Volunteer camps, in singing all not withstanding the long
march before us to get home and the dreary winter already severely set
in. It is surprising the tranquility and cheerfulness of the company. They
were all seemingly as happy* as we could be at our respective homes.

November 16th—Still continuing snowing, the weather so hard and
severe that the rumors became nearly general of returning home or tarry-
ing all winter. Wainter setting in so fast and provisions, being very scant
proportions to the demand, the commander thought proper to march home,
again. .This evening | walked out to camp about five miles up the Alle-
gheny road to speak to Col. Mosher. It was near night when | started in
company with William Pathie. The roads were excessive bad; but we had
fortunately met with two men belonging to a volunteer camp from Harris-
burg on horseback and they seeing our disagreeable situation took both of
us behind them and jogged on quite comfortably. It was a considerable
while after night when we arrived at Camp. | there met with my old
mess-mates in so kind a manner that not withstanding their disagreeable
situation | found myself happy. | supped with them on a good cup of
chocolate, slept on a bed of wet straw, which they little noted, but which
gave me a violent cold. This was the only night I slept in a bed covered
with rain and snow successively during the night, but sleep | had little, feel-
ing myself chilly the whole night.

November 17th—This morning at the firing of the signal guns, | arose
and began to make my way to Pitt again. The snow was several inches
deep and had.slush at the bottom. | was a stranger to the road, and which
made it both difficult to find and very disagreeable to walk. The snow covered
the watery places and often thinking of setting my foot safe I would plunge
into slush over my shoes. Not knowing it was necessary to have provided
a pass, | came off.without one. | had not proceeded one mile, before 1 was
stopped by a picket guard, who demanded my pass. | then perceived my
error in not procuring it and with difficulty, |1 could persuade the sergeant
of the guard that | did not belong to the army or the corps, that my busi-
ness was that- of issuing commissary of the clothing, etc.,, but at length
he permitted me to pass on. | had not proceeded one mile further before 1
was stopped for the second time by another picket guard and had there
not fortunately been one of the company | belonged to before I received my
new appointments made not the least doubt, but | should have been kept
there. His knowing me and the business | was in ended a further inquiry
and permitted me to pass bn. | then proceeded on until | came to a coal
mine in a strange woodland, the phenomena of which | had several times
heard of. | went into the mouth thereof and called into it, if they would
admit me, which echoed and rolled for a minute, seemingly as one huge
hollow vessel and was answered, from within. I'could not comprehend the



reply but thought they had forbidden me entering. | waited a moment with
disappointment. At length there came one of them out of the cave and
then 1 asked him to take me in with him, which he seemed willing to comply
with. He then hollowed to some one within to bring him a candle to light
a stranger in—speaking in French—and soon one came out with the candle.
He was black as the devil and looked to resemble one. He then ordered me
to follow him, speaking in broken English. We passed through a long entry,
strongly smelling of sulphur. «There was a yellow fatty-looking liquid run-
ning along the walls and under foot. They have laid planks to make it more
easy to wheel coal out. The workers then led me along gangways that in-
tersected or ran across the first. | was soon lost and with difficulty found
the way out again. The whole was well worth seeing, each of the gangways
extending nearly 100 feet uhdei\ ground. They were all Frenchmen within
the mine and each appeared as so many beings from the bottomless pit.
They looked consumpted and emaciated.

November 18th—This morning about 9 o’clock the Governor left Pitt,
escorted by the companies on horse, from the counties of Lancaster, Berks,
and Dauphin: Mr. Maderwell and | left at about 12:00. A hard frosty road
which about noon became mud, thawed and slippery. We traveled thirteen
miles this afternoon and came to a small hut and remained there all night
Though at another time we should have been sorry to accept of the like, it
seemed comfortable. The family were Irish, the name of Calhoun. They
entertained us kindly with what they had, as the country seemed over-run
with soldiers, pushing home as fast as they could. We thought ourselves
happy in the situation.

November 19th.—This morning about day-break, we got on our way
again. We felt a little stiff and fatigued, however, after marching up
French creek a few miles, and getting a little warmed up, we felt a little
more supple and walked along at a surprising rate. . Thinking we could
get to Lancaster in a few days, we moved rapidly and thought little of
fatigue. There was no getting over Turtle creek« but by wading it. It
was very cold though not so very deep. By the time we got across, we made
many wiry faces . However, we laughed it? over and after marching about
7 miles over a lonesome and desolate country, we came to a smalt hut, the
landlord of which was an Irishman not long in this country. They gave
us food however, of mush and milk and venison, just killed the evening be-
fore. The Irishman would take no money for* the food he gave us. From
there we travelled to a place called Hannah’s town. We ate our dinner
here although it was a very small place, consisting of about four or five
families. We then took a road from there, used by the packers and unfit for
any wheel carriages, in order to procure entertainment. About dusk we
came to a creek called the Loyalhannah (signifying strong water). This
frightened us and theref’was no way to cross it but to wade it and it was
some sixty yards wide where we crossed. It was very muddy and surpris-
ingly rapid* and we knew not how deep. The rapidity of the stream near-
ly brushed us down stream and the cold was so intense that before we had
gotten half way across we thought, we should not be able to survive It
seemed as if every step we took, we were walking on hatches and yet we
endeavored to cross as fast as possible. Never was | more disappointed
with a journey in my life than as this present time. | was ready to curse
those who had caused us to be there. We took lodging at Cochrans about
forty miles from Pitt and travelled about 27 miles this day. They gave us
bread and butter, tea and sugar we had brought with us and on this we
made our supper, J, thought we were unwelcome guests, for what reason,
I know not. But they let us have a bed which we did not expect. This
night it began to rain and continued to rain until morning.
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November 20th—At break of day we left here, travelled a lonesome
road about four or five miles through a heavy rain to the foot of Chestnut
Ridge. We stopped at a new house built on a larger scale than common in
this country. The good woman of the house was obliging. She had no
brei d baked and had no other meal in the house but buck-wheat. But we
being very hungry, requested her to make some cakes of the buck-wheat
flour, which she did and we ate heartily of it. We proceeded about eight
or ten miles further to Clifford’s farm, through a heavy rain and were wet
to the skin. Here we were entertained well.  Clifford’s farm bespoke them
a people of decency. The good woman urged us to stay that night, to dry
our clothes. They set the table with plenty, and it looked more like the pro-
ducts of Lancaster county, than that of a rugged country. We wished to
stay all night but we all knew that a great many soldiers were proceeding
rapidly on‘and those who were first, procured the best fare. Notwithstanding
the heaviness of the rain and the bad roads we were again on the way, and
marched to the foot of Laurel Hill. We came to Truman’s, a private house,
and as it began to snow and blow, and became intensely cold, we stayed
here that night and slept on the floor, which was very hard and we felt the
effects the next morning.

November 21st—Not being able to sleep any during the night, the time
seemed long to us and about 2 o’clock in the morning we left Truman’s and
marched to the top of Laurel Hill. The rain the day before filled every hol-
low, then the snow and the cold froze over every bit of water within reach.
The snow covered the road and it was almost impossible to pick our way
before daybreak.- One step would be on safe ground and the next would
plunge us into snow and water, sometimes up to our knees. The falling of
limbs of trees made the mountain shake and the descent was dreadful, as
we were uncertain when a limb would fall gn us and crush us. We travelled
across- the mountain and stopped at a small house at the foot of it expecting
to get some food. But the house was so full of one kind and another, that
we could get in, but not near the fire. We were nearly perished with cold
and were obliged to stay in that situation until dawn. Laurel Hill was about
five and a half miles across and we were hungry, but could get nothing to
eat. At break of day we again got under way and marched nine miles farth-
er before we could procure a bite to eat, of bread and potato. We now be-
gan to feel the pangs of hunger. The good woman was nearly tormented
out of her wits for food. As fast as she could bake the cakes the soldiers ate
them, and even her own children were weeping for want of food. | pro-
cured flour from her, made it up into a cake and baked it in the ashes,
while she made us a dish of coffee and venison. We ate a hearty meal here.
We were fortunate enough to meet with an empty wagon going to Belford
and bargained with* the driver for a ride there and so by kind fortune we
escaped a foot marching of many miles of bad road. The wagoner was
driving much slower than we expected him to and induced us to buy some
whiskey, we then got him in a good humor, and made him pace. We took
lodging this evening at Reigart’s part way on the Allegheny, a most miser-
able place. We slept very little because of cold and dogs and cats, such as
I never saw before. We had exceedingly bad entertainment and were charged
double rate. W paid him his price and resolved never to stop at his house
again unless we could not help it.

November 22—It snowed the greater part of the night, and in the morn-
ing we left our impossible landlord, about 7:00 o’clock without refreshments.
Finding myself somewhat indisposed this morning, | left the wagon and
walked about seven miles over a rough and lonesome road, up the Allegheny
mountains to Stettler’s.

| received a good warm breakfast and it revived me somewhat, for
which | paid about twenty-five cents. Crossing the mountains to Stettler’s
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was about the worst roads that | ever travelled on, «cent Laurel mu
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scription. It was necessary to unload the wagon, in the dark and lift it out
of the mud. We were entertained and employed about two hours, about
11:00 o'clock we got into Carlisle and the Public Houses were all shut and
the people gone to bed. | could not get into any genteel house, and was
therefore, obliged to take up with the first one | should find would enter-
tain me, which | found, God knows, bad enough.

November 26th—This morning | arose about seven o’clock discharged
my bill and preceded towards Middletown by the way of Sympson’s Perry.
Along this there are no public houses, though the roads were tolerable, and
uncommonly direct and no public houses are required. | travelled about
twelve miles, and there, from a private family got some bread and milk.
W ater | found excessively scarce in the course of about twelve miles. | saw
but a stream of water and every house | passed they all replied there was
none in the house. Some had to bring it more than a mile and some less.
After satisfying myself here, | proceeded solitarily along to the Perry. Here
| met my friend from Franklin County, somewhat intoxicated. We were
detained but a few minutes at the Ferry. Huston and | drank freely of
wine, grew intimate and he took me behind him to Middletown. In the
evening there gathered a large number of different soldiers from the army
on horseback—spent the evening cheerfully and about 8 o’clock met Mr.
Maderwell with whom | unknowingly passed the evening.

November 27th—This day about 10 o’clock, we left Middletown and an-
ticipated the pleasure of the evening, of again coming among our friends
and relations and partaklng of their hospitality. About 7 o’clock in the even-
ing we arrived in Lancaster.

(Note—The above narration furnishes adequate proof of the hardship
endured by our forefathers, for us. It also makes it clear that the Whiskey
Insurrection was %uelled by the fear of the majesty of the United States,
without areal battl



