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Autobiography of William Michael. Part II. 

Read by H. Frank Eshleman.
The following is a  tran scrip t of th e  second p a rt of W illiam  M ichael’s 

d iary o r m em ornadum  of notable experiences in his life. This he calls his 
“Trip W estw ard”^  The first p a rt of th e  m anuscript, w hich was read  a t  the  
A pril m eeting of our Society, by Mr. George F . K. Erism an, th e  w rite r called 
his “Trip Southw ard”. W illiam M ichael was a  Lancaster m an, and  
am ong o ther papers ex tan t he re  concerning him, his will m ay be found I t  
is in the  R egister of W ills Office in  th is  county. He gives considerable fam ­
ily h istory in the  said will. He w as a  child of noble ancestry; and  the  head  
of a  m ore th an  ordinarily  p rom inent line o f descendants

by  th e  P residen t of th e  U nited States, In p a rt)  
W beTfaf  com binations have a risen  to defeat th e  execution of the  laws 

of the  U nited States, laying duties on distilled spirits, etc., which he (the  
H f l f U  is advised am ounts to treason, viz: the  said persons who on the  
16 and 17 of Ju ly  proceeded in a rm s am ounting  to several hundred  to the  
ftn  ii eV in’ In S ector of the  Revenue, fired w ith arm s thereon;

&  m a^e h!s  escape> laid soon> Property, etc., in ru in  b^ pu tting  fire there to ; and  w hereas, en te rta in ing  a  ju s t sense of duty and  hav ­
ing a  perfect conviction of the  necessity of pursuing  im m ediate m eans to  
beforpSSth p ei Sf m r i$? su.rrecvtion* 1 do com m and all persons insurgents, on or 
homes’”t etc l  t  ° f Septem ber’ next to  disperse and re tu rn  peacably to  th e ir

“The P residen t next appointed commissioners to  precede to  the  w est­
ern countries, as did the  governor of the  state, to  convince them  of th e ir  de- 

^  nS+a  fre® pardon’ to  ail those who should in a  specified time, 
instruments^ of w riting  as becom ing dutiful citizens. However 

the good disposition of the  p resident was not accepted; and  to  appearances 
seemed to th rea ten  the  shedding of blood. And according to  an A ct of 
of01̂ T T n parpo rting ’ a a  A ct £or calling out the  M ilitia to execute the  laws 

^  1 ’ suppress insurrections, etc., it shall be law ful to call fo rth  the
Militia, to suppress the  sam e; Therefore according to a  requisition of the  
BB B M M B M l  <* the  m ost respectable c L r a c te r s T r n e d  ou t voN 

!y *th  4 W1i h th e  add iti°na l num ber of fo rty-four from  th is (L an- 
S t e r  iLinOWE tu .rned .out voluntaries to defend our Republican Constitution

com p a „ ? ^ ^ e Sn ^ e; l Pr w r t ^ ‘i rm - l l B H u H
~ % n e m V t r c o X d ^ ” - A  a “ h a t tim e to  have a  dan-
a ir  lst‘ W® §11 L ancaste r abou t nine o’clock in the  m orning the
f i f t e e im t w  p a re ’ and we traveled  to  a  sm all town called Maytown, about 
fifteen miles. In  the  evening it  began to  ra in  bu t the  m orning it cleared 
k e ta w  ATh?  w as the  first tim e I  lay upon the  floor wrapped hi m y blan- 

Second 'T h fiePt W  and  a te  a  i m  h earty  mea1’ in the  morning^ 
then  dined M g a ” d PrOCeeded *° F a ' m° Uth and
bur^unFM  t i I e T? arChed in t°  Harrisburgr. we had  no t been long in H arris- rg  until the  Jersey  a rm y  m arched out of town to m eet the  president, and
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shortly a f te r  h is a rriva l w as announced, by the  discharge of ^ n n o n , the  
town was m ore lively th an  ever before, I  saw  it. W e crossed the  river in 
the afternoon, an d  m arched abou t fo u r or five miles fa r th e r  and then  en , 
cam ped in a  suitable field. We p itched ou r ten ts  procured  straw , cooked 
our meat, m ade our bro th , etc. , ,

F ou rth—W e m arched th is  day w ith in  . four or five miles of Carlisle and
encamped. , „

Five__This day lay still an d  rested  ourselves.
gix__This m orning  we h ad  orders  to  dress and pow der ourselves com­

pletely and  abou t 10 o’clock s ta rted  fo r Carlisle, we m arched in the  g reat­
est order M uch praise we recu rred  on our perform ance. The spectators 
crowded so greatly  upon us, we w ere g reatly  re tarded  in our maneuvers.

Seventh, eighth, ninth an d  tenth we lay in our encampment.
Eleventh— O ur division of th e  a rm y  m arched from  th is  ground to  the  

westward, viewed by th e  P residen t and  m arched out.
Twelfth-—The rem ainder m arched ou t in  th e  sam e m anner. Thus was 

Carlisle, w hich w as th e  rendezvous of so form idable an  arm y, evacuated in 
two days. W e m arched seven miles to  a  place called M ount Rock. After 
this day, m arching, I  have neglected tak in g  p articu lar notice of circum ­
stances only th a t  cam paigning began in  a  g rea t m easure to  be disagreeable to 
many; irregu lar m arches, scarcity  o f w ater, m any com m anders, dust, change 
of w ater so m any times, m ade i t  unhealthy  and  disagreeable and from  this, 
until the  fou rth  of November, I  have been prevented giving a  daily relation 
of w hat occurred, during  th e  m arch. F rom  M ount Rock to  Bedford over 
the mountains, Peters, Tuscarora, Sideling, etc., rendered i t  exceeding fa ­
tiguing; and  all was borne w ith  th e  g rea test fortitude, and  could no t be ex­
ceeded by th e  old veterans. D uring th is  period, the  “H orse”, b rought in 
many persons who have' been proved to  be unfavorable to th e  governm ent. Thé 
taking of one of them  gave g rea t satisfaction  to  the  fatigued soldiery. Af­
te r being here a  few days, I  en tered  into th e  Commissary departm ent. 
Mosher, who m arched out, as  our captain  was elected a  Colonel Com­
m andant of a  R egim ent of In fan try , and  used me very ill. Twenty acting 
men out of forty-five, owing to  sickness m ade i t  doubly h a rd  upon the  re ­
mainder.

I therefore, exerted myself and  procured  the  appoin tm ent of Issuing 
Commissary of th e  C lothing and M ilitary stores fo r th e  fo u r arm ies. On 
the 22nd of October I  en tered  in to  my. new station  and  on th a t day the  
Army moved from  Bedford to  the  w estw ard. Mr. M adèrwell, a  young m an 
th a t m arched as a  volunteer from  L ancaste r in the  sam e company, was ap ­
pointed Issuing Commissary w ith  me. On th e  22nd we m arched  a t  our 
ease; p u t our baggage, m uskets, etc., in  our wagons, w hich we had  to the  
num ber of fifty o r sixty, loaded in w ith  the  stores. Could procure anyth ing  
we w anted on th e  way. O ctober 23rd, we had  ano ther agreeable day for' 
marching, the. la s t fo r a  long tim e. , On the  24th i t  began to  ra in  fo r th ir­
teen or fourteen  days successively. H ere followed a  long chain of incon­
veniences. F loundering  of horses, o thers  lam e, sick, etc., wagons breaking 
and th a t  is beyond conception to  an y  one b u t those who were witnesses 
thereto. Oui* m arches were greatly  re ta rded  by the  seeking and pressing of 
horses and  wagons as the  g reatest p a r t  of th e  people here  w ere e ither more 
or less dissatisfied to  governm ent and  therefore  rendered  i t  considerably 
more difficult to  procure the  m eans fo r conveying our stores. However the  
gentleman, w hom  we acted  under, th e  superintendent, C aptain Gamble, be­
ing acquainted w ith  th e  like, p rocured  those necessaries, when perhaps 
others would be a t  a  loss.

Novem ber 5th— The arm y  m ade a  general h a lt a t  Carnagans, a fte r a  
long, tedious and  disagreeable m arch  th rough  slush and  ra in  and we fell 
to, to take  a  genuine inventory of th e  stores on hand, a  task  both tedious 
and laborious. W e took lodging one m ile in  fron t of th e  a rm y  a t  one 
Morton’s.
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Novem ber 6th— Still proceeding on w ith  tak ing  of inventory.
N ovem ber 7th— This day we w ere kep t busier th a n  any day p reced­

ing I t  was appointed as a  general issuing day of clo th ing  fo r the  arm y. 
The re tu rn s  we found very heavy, in shoes particu larly , th e  w et w eather 
had  proved very disastrous to  th is  article, num bers had  m arched several 
days w ithout a  shoe to th e ir  feet and  in such severe w eather, one would 
have expected it  would have been considerably m ore severe upon them  
th an  it was. W ith  all th e  handicaps they  underw ent, they  still seemed to 
be contented and  in  high spirits. .

Novem ber 8th—A ppropriated nearly  as th e  7 th, however, th is  day was 
m ore favorable and w arm er th an  th e  preceding day. In  the  evening, a fte r 
our w ork being' done, we rested  by  the  fireside, in  our little  cabin, fo r 
small i t  was; th e  top of th e  roof was b u t th irteen  fee t from  the  ground 
and b u t one room  and th a t  extended over the  house, one sm all window, 
but no glass o r fram e to  it. This house stands abou t one mile from  the 
river Yough and  b u t a  m ile from  Budd’s F e rry  on th e  Yough. The fam ily 
w ere tru ly  hospitable one son and daughter bo th  grow n to  th e  age of 
m aturity . This day our landlady enterta ined  w ith  th e  h isto ry  of h e r life. 
And it  being singular and  in terpersed  w ith  trouble  seldom  m et w ith  or 
heard  of in th e  p resen t period th a t  induced m e to give p a rt of it an  in­
sertion in th e  Journal.

(H ere  he in serts  th ree  or four pages of th e  experiences of th e  land­
lady endured w ith  the  Ind ians in early  tim es endured by th e  good widow 
lady w ith  whose fam ily he spen t th e  night, in w hich she detailed to him  
minutely, telling  how th e  savages stole h e r sm all ch ildren  and how she 
recovered them  and the  danger of slaughter, w hich th ey  so narrow ly es- 
baped. The n arra tion  is quite valuable as  a  chap ter in  early  Ind ian  h is­
tory, b u t of no value as a  p a rt of the  experiences of th e  expedition w hich 
was the  subject of th is diary.

Novem ber 9th—This day we had  m ore re s t th an  fo r m any days past. 
M. Sterret, L ieu tenan t in th e  Federal arm y and engaged in the  sam e busi­
ness w ith me, left in th e  m orning fo r Bedford. The day  w as pleasant, and  
about 3 o’clock in th e  afternoon, Gov. Lee’s  (Com m ander of th e  Potom ac 
A rm y) a rrived  fbom the  V irginia and  M aryland lin e s , to th a t  of ours 
nam ely Jersey  and Pennsylvania line, was announced w ith a  discharge of 
fifteen cannon. I  now began .to th in k  or a t  least to wish to . re tu rn  home. 
The w eather began to  grow  severe, a  g rea t m any of o u r  m en sick, and 
we began to p repare  fo r a  m arch  tow ards P itt.

N ovem ber 10th— This m orning the  a rm y  about 9 o’clock m arched on 
tow ards P it t  in  ' these directions. W e had orders to  .direct the  stores to 
P itt. The roads w ere to lerably  good, the  land  fertile  b u t hilly. We moved 
about 7 miles and  left ou r w orthy  M orton fam ily abou t 12 o’clock w ith 
regret. T rav e lin g 'ab o u t 2 miles we cam e to a- creek called the  Sewick- 
ley. On th e  w est side of it, i t  is rem arkab le  fo r the  construction of the  
road, w hich is extended I  im agine tw enty yards above the  walls seem ­
ingly as if  i t  w ere done by a rt. The bank is seem ingly as one solid rock 
into the  top o r to speak m ore com prehensively like a  wall. The road  is 
about ten  or twelve feet wide on th e  top and on th e  o ther side of the  
road is a  valley equally as  fa r  down to as the w a ter on th is  side and  re ­
quires great, a tten tion  in th e  wagoner or perhaps he will throw  his team  
into an  abyss th a t  is irretrievable. We lay abou t 1% m iles from  the  a rm y  
a t a  mill, the  nam e of Hazels, on the  L ittle  Sewickley Creek. This eve­
ning it  began to  ra in  ha rd  th e  road n ear th e  creek  w ere very hilly This 
evening we gave orders to the  wagoners to be on the  s ta r t  by break  o f day 
together in advance of the  arm y.
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November 11th—W e started  th is  m orning about day break . The road 
being a  good deal w et and still-rain ing  a  little, we traveled  abou t th ree  miles 
through the fertile  piece of country and  th en  entered  B raddock’s Old Road 
about six miles from  w here we s tarted . I  found unexpectedly a  relative 
of my wife. I  was trea ted  kindly by them  and partook of nourishm ent 
rarely  to  be m et with. W e took up  our quarte rs  abou t 1% m iles from  
Thompson’s Tavern, or as some call a t  M ayer’s a t  one Pow ell’s T urtle Creek. 
We dined th is  day a t  Thom pson’s—an  excellent d inner in cam p P . w ith  Col. 
Biddle and several o ther officers. W e had  a  good supper here  th e  fam ily 
were kind, had  a  long discussion on the  cam paign, gave u s an  account of 
the  m artial appearance of the  insurgents, abou t four m onths ago. Their 
home lays abou t two miles from  B raddock’s field on the old Penna  road. 
The m arch of the  la tte r p a rt of th e  day was. very bad, th e  roads a  good 
deal hilly and deep. We w ere presented some of th e  largest shellbarks 
th a t I  ever saw. They were nearly  as large as w alnuts b u t n o t so good 
in quality as in  size.

November 12th—This m orning we s ta rted  early  before b reak fast and  it 
began to  snow; we traveled abou t 3% m iles and  stopped a t  a  little  cabin 
where lived four fresh  lively Irish  girls. W e located here besides a  good 
com fortable fire. The cabin was very  sm all, no t above twelve feet square 
wherein dwelt content and  hospitably w ith  all th e  perfection of rosy health . 
They had  a  pum pkin, the  la rgest I  saw, in circum ference 7 % feet. They 
inform ed me it  was a  good deal la rg e r w hen green. I  w aited here  until 
our stores cam e up w ith us, gave th e  w agoners directions to come on as 
fast as they could and  then  proceeded on fo r the  long w ished for Post, P o rt 
P itt. I  arrived in town about 2 o'clock. The first beauty  I  observed in 
the  situation was th a t of th e  rivers, w hich I  viewed w ith th e  g rea test de­
light. I  then  began to  find out C aptain Gamble, the  superin tenden t of the  
stores, b u t sought him  long, in vain. I  w ent to  th e  garrison to  find him; .he 
had ju s t left it. I  then  m et w ith  Mr. Tanaghe, an  acquaintance and phy­
sician in the Federal Army. He conducted m e th rough  and  several more, 
the  whole and every p a rt of the  garrison. I  soon a fte r m e t w ith  Captain 
Gamble and he  conducted us to  th e  ou ter quarters . E legan t house, 1% 
miles from  the  town, people of the  best characters. B oarded w ith us, a  Mr. 
Sample, a tto rney  of Law, w ith his lady. I  w as exceedingly surprised 
w ith regard  to  society. I  vainly an tic ipated  a  country  aw kw ard  society. 
Mr. Sample, I  found an  agreeable inform ed character, th a t  of h is lady 
handsom e; was softness itself, conversant an d  inform ed, a  daugh te r of Mr. 
Tinier, indeed I  never expected so am iable a  figure in  so rugged a  country, 
together w ith six or eight m ore in  a ll m aking an  agreeable society. This 
evening proved by fa r the coldest day  of any. I  now considered myself 
happily landed in port, had  all th e  necessaries to  m ake me com fortable.

November 13th—A m ost beautifu l m orning, b u t cold and  calm. The 
river looked, th is  morning, like glass. Mr. M aderwell and I  a fte r eating a 
good breakfast, walked down town, to view the  rivers, the s ight w hich was 
truly pleasing. Along the  w ater w ere lying boats in num bers, bo th  loaded 
and unloaded, ready to be w afted to  th e  new world, down th e  G rand Ohio, a  
m ajestic sight in its dem onstration of increasing  power. F rom  th a t we 
walked down the  banks to th e  junction  of th e  Allegheny. The la tte r is som e­
th ing larger th an  the form er and m uch c learer and  m ore beautiful. Ju s t on 
the point, is the  spot where stood th e  Old F ren ch  F o rt; b u t i t  has been erased 
long ago and th e re  rem ains nothing, b u t here  and there, some p a rt of 
the  foundation. N ear to th a t, w ith in  fifty yards s tand  the rem ains of the  
stockade, nearly all fallen away.

The ditches had been dug to form  a  canal from  the  M onongahela to the  
Allegheny, and  when it is c lear they  can still be seen. T he magazine is 
still a  good and strong building. B raddock’s F o r t is no t quite in so com .
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m anding a  situation, as th e  Old F ren ch  Fort. B u t the  present garrison held, 
is the  m ost inconvenient situa tion  of th em  all.

November 14th—This m orning  we found a  snow of about an  inch—still 
continuing. The g rea test p a rt of th e  day, we employed in unloading our 
stores. We departed  th en  in to  a  new  church, b u t newly under roof, the  
inside m ake of w hich was ju s t begun, b u t there in  was erected a  kind of pul* 
pit which I  suppose they  m ade use of, occasionally.

November 15th-—Still continuing snowing. I  stood some tim e th is  
morning, looking out of th e  window of our* lodging room  on the  second 
story. The hom e is s ituated  on th e  heights b u t very  p leasant. I t  over­
looks the  whole of the  tow n and com m ands a  perfect view of both the  
rivers together w ith an  extensive view down the Ohio, all w hich looked dead 
and drear. (H ere  a  poem is in serted ). In  the  evening, Mr. M aderwell and I  
w ent dow nstairs w ith some of our acquaintances, passed aw ay the  hours 
agreeably in com pany w ith  a  g rea t num ber of gentlem en, of and  belonging 
to d ifferent V olunteer cam ps, in singing a ll not w ithstanding  the  long 
m arch before us to  get hom e and  th e  d reary  w in ter a lready severely set 
in. I t  is surprising  the  tranqu ility  and  cheerfulness of the  company. They 
were all seemingly as happy* as we could be a t our respective homes.

November 16th—Still continuing snowing, the  w eather so h a rd  and 
severe th a t the  rum ors becam e nearly  general of re tu rn ing  home o r ta rry ­
ing all w inter. W inter se tting  in so fa s t and  provisions, being very scan t 
proportions to th e  demand, th e  com m ander thought proper to  m arch  home, 
again. .This evening I w alked out to  cam p about five miles up th e  A lle­
gheny road to speak to Col. M osher. I t  w as n ear n ig h t w hen I  s tarted  in 
com pany w ith W illiam P ath ie . The roads were excessive bad; bu t we had  
fortunately  m et w ith two m en belonging to  a  volunteer cam p from  H arris­
burg on horseback and th ey  seeing our disagreeable situation  took both  of 
us behind them  and jogged on quite com fortably. I t  was a  considerable 
while a fte r n igh t when we arrived  a t Camp. I  th e re  m et w ith  my old 
m ess-m ates in so kind a  m anner th a t  no t w ithstanding  th e ir  disagreeable 
situation I found myself happy. I  supped w ith  them  on a  good cup of 
chocolate, slep t on a  bed of w et straw , w hich they  little  noted, bu t which 
gave me a  violent cold. T h is  was the  only n igh t I  slep t in a  bed covered 
w ith ra in  and snow successively during  the  night, bu t sleep I  had  little, feel­
ing myself chilly the  whole night.

November 17th— This m orning a t  the  firing of th e  signal guns, I  arose 
and began to m ake my w ay to P it t  again. The snow was several inches 
deep and had. slush  a t  the  bottom . I  was a  s tran g er to  the  road, and  which 
m ade it both d ifficult to find and  very disagreeable to  w alk. The snow covered 
the  w atery places and  often th in k in g  of setting  my foot safe I  would plunge 
into slush over my shoes. N ot know ing it  was necessary to have provided 
a  pass, I  came off .without one. I  h a d  no t proceeded one mile, before I  was 
stopped by a  p icket guard, who dem anded my pass. I  then  perceived my 
e rro r in not procuring  it and  w ith difficulty, I  could persuade th e  sergean t 
of the  guard  th a t  I  did no t belong to  th e  arm y or the  corps, th a t  my busi­
ness was th a t-  of issuing com m issary of the  clothing, etc., bu t a t  length 
he perm itted me to pass on. I  had  n o t proceeded one mile fu r th e r before 1 
was stopped fo r the  second tim e by ano ther p icket guard  and  had  there  
not fortunately  been one of th e  com pany I  belonged to before I  received my 
new appointm ent s  m ade n o t th e  least doubt, b u t I  should have been kept 
there. H is know ing me and  th e  business I  was in  ended a  fu r th e r inquiry 
and perm itted m e to pass bn. I  th en  proceeded on until I  cam e to a  coal 
mine in a  strange woodland, th e  phenom ena of w hich I  had several tim es 
heard of. I w ent into the  m outh  thereo f and called in to  it, if they  would 
adm it me, w hich echoed and  rolled for a  m inute, seem ingly as one huge 
hollow vessel and  was answ ered, from  w ithin. I 'co u ld  n o t com prehend the



reply bu t thought they  had  forbidden m e entering. I  waited a  m om ent w ith 
disappointm ent. A t length  th e re  cam e one of them  out of the  cave and 
then I  asked him  to take  m e in  w ith  him , w hich he seemed w illing to  comply 
with. He then  hollowed to  some one w ith in  to b ring  him  a  candle to light 
a  s tranger in—speaking  in F rench— and  soon one cam e out w ith  th e  candle. 
He was black as  the  devil and  looked to  resem ble one. He then  ordered me 
to follow him, speaking in b roken English. W e passed th rough  a  long entry, 
strongly sm elling of su lphur. • T here  was a  yellow fatty-looking liquid ru n ­
ning along the  walls and  under foot. They have laid planks to  m ake i t  more 
easy to wheel coal out. The w orkers th en  led me along gangways th a t in ­
tersected or ran  across th e  first. I  w as soon lost and w ith difficulty found 
the  way out again. The whole w as well w orth  seeing, each of the  gangways 
extending nearly  100 feet uhdei\ g round. They were a ll F renchm en within 
the  mine and each appeared  as so m any beings from  th e  bottom less pit. 
They looked consum pted an d  em aciated.

November 18 th — This m orning  abou t 9 o’clock th e  Governor le ft P itt, 
escorted by th e  com panies on horse, from  th e  counties of Lancaster, Berks, 
and Dauphin: Mr. M aderwell and  I  le ft a t  ab o u t 12:00. A h a rd  frosty road 
which about noon becam e mud, thaw ed  and slippery. W e traveled  th irteen  
miles th is  afternoon and  cam e to  a  sm all h u t and  rem ained there  a ll n ight 
Though a t  ano ther tim e we should have been so rry  to  accept of th e  like, it  
seemed com fortable. The fam ily w ere Irish , th e  nam e of Calhoun. They 
entertained us kindly w ith  w ha t th ey  had, as  th e  country seem ed over-run 
with soldiers, pushing hom e as fa s t a s  they  could. W e thought ourselves 
happy in the  situation.

November 19th.— This m orning  abou t day-break, we go t on our way ' 
again. We fe lt a  little  s tiff and  fatigued, however, a fte r m arching up 
French creek a  few miles, and  ge tting  a  little  w arm ed up, we fe lt a  little 
more supple and  w alked along a t  a  surpris ing  ra te . . Thinking we could 

get to L ancaster in a  few days, we moved rapid ly  and  though t little of 
fatigue. There was no ge tting  over T urtle  creek« b u t by wading it. I t  
was very cold though no t so very deep. By th e  tim e we got across, we made 
many wiry faces . However, we laughed it? over and a fte r m arching  about 
7 miles over a  lonesome and  desolate country, we cam e to a  sm alt hut, the  
landlord of w hich was an  Irish m an  n o t long in th is country. They gave 
us food however, of m ush and  m ilk  and  venison, ju s t killed th e  evening be­
fore. The Irishm an  would tak e  no  money for* th e  food he gave us. From  
there we travelled to  a  place called H an n ah ’s town. We a te  our dinner 
here although i t  was a  very  sm all place, consisting of abou t four or five 
families. We then  took a  road  from  there , used by the  packers and unfit for 
any wheel carriages, in o rd e r to  p rocure  en terta inm ent. A bout dusk we 
came to  a  creek called th e  L oyalhannah (signifying strong  w ater). This 
frightened us and  theref’w as no w ay to  cross i t  b u t to  wade i t  and  it  was 
some sixty yards wide w here we crossed. I t  was very m uddy and surpris­
ingly rapid* and we knew n o t how  deep. The rap id ity  of th e  stream  n ear­
ly brushed us down stream  and  th e  cold w as so intense th a t before we had  
gotten h a lf way across we thought, we should no t be able to  survive I t  
seemed as if every step we took, we w ere w alk ing  on hatches and  yet we 
endeavored to cross as  fa s t as possible. N ever was I  m ore disappointed 
w ith a  journey in  my life th a n  as th is  p resen t tim e. I  was ready to  curse 
those who had caused us to  be there . W e took lodging a t Cochrans about 
forty miles from  P itt and  travelled  abou t 27 miles th is  day. They gave us 
bread and  butter, tea  and sugar we had  b rough t w ith us and  on th is  we 
made our supper, J, though t we w ere unwelcom e guests, fo r w hat reason, 
l know not. B u t they  let us have a  bed w hich we d id  no t expect. This 
night it  began to  ra in  and continued to  ra in  u n til m orning.

(75)

Novem ber 20th—At b reak  of day we left here, travelled a  lonesome 
road  abou t four or five miles th rough  a  heavy ra in  to th e  foot of C hestnut 
Ridge. W e stopped a t  a  new house bu ilt on a  larger scale th an  common in 
th is  country. The good w om an of th e  house was obliging. She had  no 
brei d baked and  had  no o th e r m eal in  the  house bu t buck-w heat. B u t we 
being very hungry, requested her to  m ake some cakes of the  buck-w heat 
flour, w hich she did and we a te  h eartily  of it. We proceeded abou t eight 
or ten  miles fu r th e r  to  Clifford’s farm , through a  heavy rain  and w ere w et 
to  th e  skin. H ere we w ere en terta ined  well. Clifford’s  farm  bespoke them  
a  people of decency. The good w om an urged us to stay  th a t night, to  dry 
our clothes. They set the  tab le  w ith plenty, and it looked more like the  pro­
ducts of Lancaster county, th an  th a t  of a  rugged country. We wished to 
stay  a ll n igh t b u t we all knew th a t  a  g rea t m any soldiers were proceeding 
rapid ly  o n 'an d  those who w ere first, procured the  best fare. N otw ithstanding 
the  heaviness of the  rain  and  the  bad  roads we were again on the  way, and  
m arched to  the  foot of L aurel Hill. W e cam e to T rum an’s, a  private house, 
and  as it  began to snow and  blow, and  became intensely cold, we stayed 
here th a t  n igh t and  slept on th e  floor, w hich was very hard  and we fe lt the  
effects th e  next morning.

N ovem ber 21st—Not be ing  able to  sleep any  during  the  night, the  tim e 
seemed long to  us and abou t 2 o’clock in the  m orning we left T rum an’s and 
m arched to the  top of L aurel Hill. The ra in  the  day before filled every hol­
low, th en  the  snow and the  cold froze over every b it of w ater w ithin reach. 
The snow covered the  road  and  it  w as alm ost impossible to pick our way 
before daybreak.- One step would be on safe ground and the next would 
plunge us into snow and w ater, som etim es up to our knees. The falling of 
limbs of trees m ade the  m ountain  shake and the  descent was dreadful, as 
we w ere uncerta in  w hen a  lim b would fall qn us and crush us. We travelled 
across- the  m ountain and stopped a t  a  sm all house a t the  foot of it expecting 

to  get some food. B ut the  house w as so full of one kind and another, th a t 
we could get in, bu t not n ea r the  fire. W e were nearly  perished w ith cold 
and w ere obliged to stay  in th a t  s ituation  until dawn. Laurel Hill was about 
five and  a  half m iles across and  we w ere hungry, bu t could get noth ing  to 
eat. A t break  of day we again  got under way and m arched nine miles fa r th ­
e r before we could procure a  bite to  eat, of bread and potato. We now be­
gan to  feel the  pangs of hunger. The good wom an was nearly  torm ented 
out of h e r wits fo r food. As fa s t as she could bake the cakes the soldiers a te  
them , and  even h e r own children w ere weeping for w ant of food. I  pro­
cured flour from  her, m ade i t  up in to  a  cake and baked it in the  ashes, 
w hile she m ade us a  dish of coffee and  venison. We ate  a  hearty  meal here. 
We w ere fo rtunate  enough to  m eet w ith  an  em pty wagon going to Belford 
and bargained with* th e  d river fo r a  r id e  th e re  and so by kind fo rtune  we 
escaped a  foot m arching  of m any miles of bad road. The wagoner was 
driving m uch slow er th an  we expected him  to and induced us to buy some 
whiskey, we then  got him  in  a  good hum or, and made him  pace. We took 
lodging th is  evening a t  R eigart’s p a r t w ay on the  Allegheny, a  m ost m iser­
able place. W e slept very little  because of cold and dogs and cats, such as 
I  never saw  before. W e had exceedingly bad en terta inm ent and  were charged 
double ra te . W  paid him  his price an d  resolved never to stop a t  his house 
again unless we could not help it.

Novem ber 22—I t  snowed the  g rea te r p a rt of the  night, and in the  m orn­
ing we le ft our impossible landlord, abou t 7:00 o’clock w ithout refreshm ents. 
F ind ing  myself som ew hat indisposed th is  m orning, I  left the  wagon and 
w alked about seven miles over a  rough  and  lonesome road, up the  Allegheny 
m ountains to S te ttle r’s.

I  received a  good w arm  b reak fast and  it revived me som ewhat, for 
w hich I  paid abou t twenty-five cents. Crossing the  m ountains to S te ttler’s
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was about th e  w orst roads th a t  I  ever travelled on, « c e n t  Laurel m u
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scription. I t  was necessary to  unload th e  wagon, in th e  d a rk  and lift it  ou t 
of the  mud. We were en terta ined  and  em ployed abou t two hours, about 
11:00 o'clock we got into Carlisle an d  th e  Public Houses were all sh u t and  
the  people gone to  bed. I  could n o t get into any  genteel house, and  was 
therefore, obliged to take  up w ith  th e  first one I  should find would en te r­
tain  me, which I  found, God knows, bad enough.

November 26th—This m orning  I  arose abou t seven o’clock discharged 
my bill and preceded tow ards M iddletown by the  way of Sympson’s Perry. 
Along th is there  a re  no public houses, though  th e  roads were tolerable, and 
uncommonly direct and no public houses a re  required. I  travelled about 

twelve miles, and  there, from  a  p riva te  fam ily got some bread and milk. 
W ater I  found excessively scarce in the  course of about twelve miles. I  saw 
bu t a  stream  of w ater and  every house I  passed they  all replied there  was 
none in the  house. Some had  to b ring  it  m ore than  a  mile and some less. 
A fter satisfying myself here, I  proceeded solitarily  along to the  Perry. Here 
I  m et my friend from  F ran k lin  County, som ew hat intoxicated. W e were 
detained bu t a  few m inutes a t  the  F erry . H uston and I  d rank  freely of 
wine, grew in tim ate  and he took m e behind  him  to M iddletown. In  the  
evening there  gathered  a  large num ber of different soldiers from  th e  arm y 
on horseback—spent the  evening cheerfu lly  and about 8 o’clock m et Mr. 
Maderwell w ith whom I unknow ingly passed the  evening.

November 27th— This day abou t 10 o’clock, we left Middletown and  an ­
ticipated the pleasure of th e  evening, of again  com ing am ong our friends 
and relations and partak ing  of th e ir  hospitality . About 7 o’clock in th e  even­
ing we arrived in Lancaster.

(Note—The above n arra tion  fu rn ishes adequate proof of the  hardship  
endured by our forefathers, fo r us. I t  also m akes it c lear th a t the  W hiskey 
Insurrection was quelled by the  fe a r  of the  m ajesty of the  United States, 
w ithout a r e a l  battle .)


