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THE- SLAVERY QUESTION, &C.

In another paft of this paper willl be found the first of a
series of letters, (three in number,) from a gentleman residing
in Mississippi to his friend in this city, on the subject of Sla-
very, Abolitionism, &c. They are written with great force and
ability, and cannot fall to have a happy effect in enlightening
public opinion in the North in refercnce to the real condition of
things as growing out of these questioné. It will be seen that

he takes up the subject In all its bearings--moral, pollitical and

. financlal--and places it in such a way before the people that

everybody can read and understand for themselves. We therefore,

commend these essays to the attention of all our readers.
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NEAR NATCHEZ, (Miss.,)
November 1, 1851.

My Dear Friend--I send you a discourse written by the Rev.

Dr. Wheaton, of New England, upon a subject which, for some years
past, has agitated our whole land, North and South. No man among
you who professes to take the Bilble for his gulde, and will care-
fully read the abie, independent and manly exposition of this
_gentleman, but muist be convinced what his duties are to his breth-
ren of the South in regard to the return of fugltives from labor.
Dr. heaton does not stand alone among the northern clergy, In his
views upon this question. It has been cheering to the South to
see that your ablest divines, especially In the large citles, have
pointed out as CIearly as Dr. Theaton has done, the course which
patriotism, and wisdom, and the laws alike of God and our country,
enjoin upon all your citlzens in fegard to the enforcement of the
Fugitive Lawe. But these sermons do not reach the masses, and for
thls reason I hope you will have thils discourse of Dr. Wheaton
printed in such one of your local papers, as will give it a large
publicity.

Is it not time then that you, and I, and all men who appreci-
ate the blessings of this glorious Union, should rouse ourselves
to counteract the.efforts of fanatics who are alming at its over-
throws | |

Putting aside, howéver, the plain injunctions of the Bible,
let us look to the teachings of the Constitutlon of our éountry,
which alone ought to quiet the whole people of the Horth in rela-
tion %o the matter. I quote you the language of one of its

ablest expounders: "Histobically (says Judge Story,) it 1s well
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knowm that the object of this clause (the fugitive bill) was to

~ secure to the citizens of the slave-holding States. the complete

right and title of ownership in their slaves as property, in ev---
ery State of the Union into which they might escape from the
state in which they were held in servitude. The full recognition
of this riéht and title was indispensible te the security of this:
speciee of‘ﬁreperty in all the sl&ve-holdiﬁg States, and indeed
was so vital to the breserjation of their interests and institu-

tions, that it cannot be doubted that it constituted a fundamental 3

“

article without which the Union would not have been formed.--

The clause was therefore of the last meortance ‘to the security
and safety of the Southern States, and could not be surrendered by
then, without endangering the whole property in slaves. The clausge

was accordingly adopted in the Constltution by the unanimous con-

i

sent, of the fremers of 1t."
' Another distinguished judge of the same court, (Judge Baldwin,)
1h referring to this same clause of the Constitution, says: "Thus
you see tﬁe foundatlons of the Government are laid, and rest upon

the right of propertj;in slaves. The whole structure muast fall by

" disturbing the corner stone." Here then is the opinion of two of -

the most distinguished jurists of their age, upon the Constitu- X
tional rights of the South as regards slavery, and fugitives from
labor. And hae this~plain provision of the Gonstitution been car-

“ried out in good faith by all our northern brethren2 Why, since
. this abolition agitation began, the legialatures of some of the
.',,northern States, 1nstead of co-operation, have given aid and ooms ;

“ff;hgfort to the fugitive,

and have even passéd laws to render tho‘t3°ﬁ;

;7T'Judges, Sheriffs and magistrates, have palpably violated their

5

iLIicouLd instance States wherein chernors,xf;ff'
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_‘oatha to support tho constitution of their country, by conntving
Aat the escape of fugittve slaves by sham legal and other pro-“ .

'“_jceedings, and when this resource failled, mobs of black and Vhite

'75 'fwe came out of the war of the Ravolution with en 1mmsnse debt,:;”,°T"

h&fe'rescued themfby force. The ashes of a murdered Kennedy are
| scarcely cold; before ﬁe near of another victim in the person of
the venerable Gorsuch, offered up to the bloody Moloch of fanatl-
clsme Need I call your attention where even murder and rape have
been committed by slaves in the South, and who escaplng to free

gsoll States, have set their pursuers at deflance. Are not such

cases as theseAcalculated to keep up in the breasts of a high-
'spirited peoﬁle, consclous of their rights under the constitution,
a deep sense of intolerable ihsult, and of a broken covenant.
Look oo at the chapracter generally of these runaway slaves. Wo
are téld that the Gorsuch runaways had committed theft=--and in a
more recent case, at Syracuse, New York, (where also the fugitive
was rescued) the papers assert that this negro had been four times .
‘i{n the penitentlary of that State. Now we do not envy the aboli— |
+ionlsts the possession and companionship of the black thieves,
murderers and rakes, they are taking to their bo oms; butb will your
honest and reflecting citizens permit such a class to become domi-
- ciled in theilr midst? vmark.my4pred1ction. If this state of things
, éhould'continue much longéf, Pennsylvania will be forced to pass
laws as Indiéna has alfeady done, expélling thé negroes from your
vorderse . - s’ @ e 7R
'“-g Tet me now call your attention to the con&ition of our coun-“”_i
try, when our fore-fathers established this Union, and see what |

‘‘‘‘

=N this much abused conatitutlon has done for us.“ As you well know,j—f'f!

e

; ”'and with little or no commerce._ Industry was paralyzed, rebellion

A
i
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against the laws a not unfrequent occurrence, and all was. chaos
and confusion, until our present COnstitution was adopted. Bhder
its benign rule see what We_have effected. Where is the country
upon the face of this globe,_éo blessed with plenty and strength,
and beauty and grandeur? And'has}slavery had nothing to do in
bringing about these sublime results? == Look at the vast suber--_
structuro of wealth and power which has been reared upon the foun--
dation of slave labor in this country. The exports of the great
southern staples of cottonv tobacco, rice and hemp aloney amount
annually Lo over one hundred millions of dollars; while the exports
of the north do not generally equal one third of that amount. To
be more exact, I will give you the exporto of Vorth and Souih for

geveral years past, drawn from the reports‘of the Commi.ssioner of

\\

Patents:

184G, Northern expo*ts, - 27 millions.
1846. - Southern = 74 0"
1847. Morthern - - 4 0"
1847. Southern " - 102 "
1848, Northern n - 34 n
1848.  Southern o - 98 "
1849. Northern e - 32 "
1849. Southern s - 99 "
1850 . Northern " - 34 "
18504 Southern " - 100 "

Thus you see in a period of five vears, there has been but
one year in which the exports of the North have approximated to
one half of that of the South; and thls 1s explained by the unus-

ual demand for bread stuffs for Europe caused by the loss of the -

-potatoe crop. I would also mention that a 1arge item in your ex-

ports ts for manufactured articles out of southern staples. Now '

as the 1mports of a _oountry are paid for by 1ts exports, 1b 1t

, not plain that seventy-five per cent._of the entire 1mportations |

of our country are annually paid for by the product of slave 7“

1abor? Again. Look at the milllons we annually spend at the northc;f#;



in travelling expenses, (and which is underrated at £ifteen mil-
1ions) as well as for purchases of foad and clothlng, for our

ghree millions of slaves--as also for horses, and miles, and cab-
tle,'and ploughs,~ahd wagons, end other implements for carrying on
our plantation operations: TFor the lron and stone coal,‘and gteam
engines, and eotion zins, not to mentlon the thousanl artlcles of
Taury and comfort for the wﬁite raes, and for all walech the South
1s annually souring millions upon millions into the lap of the
North, elther in money or in exehange for hepr producticng. See a=
»ain thne industry called into 1ire and activity anong you, for the
nea whHo float Jown the zlants of the forsst to ths ocean, jour
snipwrights, blacksﬁiths, shzathers, caulkers and sthers 710 cone
wseprt them into shisse Your sailors, stevedores, carimen, clefks anﬁ
merehants, all, all, are mainly dependent upon the great carryling
trads whieh our southern staples has develoned. llgsd I polnt you
Purther to the vast amount of capital invested in commerclal houses,
tn cotbon faectorias, in rail roads, in macbine making, and all the
 trades and eccupations comnected with these great Interests, a cap=
1tal wnlech aay bs safely estimated to exceed three hundred millions
of dollars, all of it dependent upon slave labor, and which the ab-
olitlon of slavery would demolish at a blow. And there too is our
great internal marine, the thousand shtesmers whilch piy our magni-
ficent rivers--an 1nterna1 trade which eclipses ﬁhét of any other
nétldn, and which the 1nterchange of our productions hag bullt up
in less than thirity years. What American héart‘does not swell
‘with patr;otic pride;aﬁ the contgmplétion of suech a pilecture of

industry and granieur? eand yet we have fanatics among us who

say, let our industry become annihilated--let commerce disappeare-
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let the sepindles of the north cease to run,_and silence relgn over
the deserted streets of our cltles, and famlne rage round our habi-
tations. Let contending armies'? ot over our fie1¢u, and the earth
drink in the blood of brothers. Iet wild beasts come fron the
méuntains of the north and the cane brakes ‘of the scuth and occupy

tue lande Iet oven the terples of cur holy religlon d apreear,

erd mourning, and desolation, ard woe, cover the earth, ratuer than

have slaverye.
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ok at come of the coblectlionz nade “v these

neonle against the lnstitublion of slavery, and which have sc bleared
and perverted thelr judcment and consclence as to cauce them to
combine {in laboring for Iis overthrow) %o brlng ucon thelr coun-

T

try the appalll ing calanitics I have above depleted. And first: The

U I, § . Ke l.:.,_ L. - B vy § o - - A i A
ation of bhelr warfars agaiust slavery rests uwpon the guick-
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errory and falsehoods They assert that slavery 1s a sin

aand a crime. Ve Gontend.thht slavery was established by divine
authority, and among God's chss;fpeople, the Hebrewz.-- Can the
folléwi'g slain words of the Bidle be mlizunderstood? "Both thy
bondmen, and thy | bondmaids which thou shalt have, shall be from
tne heathen that are round aboub vou, of them shall ye buy bond-
men and bondmaidens. Moreover of the chlldren of the strangers
that sojourn among vou, of them S'all e buy, and of thelr famll-
1es that are with you, which they beggt in your land: and they
shall be your pbssession--and'ye shall take them for an inheri-
ténce for yoﬁr children after you, to inherit them for a possession:
They shall be your bondmen forever." TLeve XXV, 44-45.
In refernnce especia’lv to negro slavery, we point to the ful—
_ f£illment of the curse pronounced upon the descendants of Ham:
"Cursed be Canaan, a servant of servants shall he be to his
brethren.” And agailn: "Japheth shall dwell in the tents of Shem,
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and Ham shall be their servant." Has not this prediction been
most 1literally fulfilled? Have not our North American Indians;
our Creeks, and Cherokees, and Choctaws, and Seminoles, at this
very day, thousands of the sons of Ham, held as slaves, among'thenﬁ
But I have no desire to waste words upon the Bible argument for
slavery. In relation to this matter, the Rev. Dr. Hodge, one of
the glants of the church, says: "If we are wiser, better, more
courageous than Christ and his Apostles, let us say so; but it will
do no good,'under a paroxysn Qf benevolence, to attempt to teaer the
Bible to pleces, or to extort by violent exegesis, a meaning for-
elgn to its obvious sense. Let God be true, but every man a liar."
Again. Do they tell us that slavery is a moral and political
evil, and ought for thls cause to be at once abolished? We answer,
that we do not deny that slavery may be consldered an evil; but we
further say that the evil was not of our choosing in its origln.
That old England, and New England fastened these slaves upon us,
agalnst our repeated protests, and that they shall not now dictate .
to us the time or mammer in which we shall get rid of them. If
slavery then is an evil from the power 1t confers upon the master,
may not in the same sense the marriage relation, as well ag the
parental relation, be consldered an evil? Civil government even
is an evil, since 1t is an abridgment of our liverties, but who
does not prefer the evil of government to the greater evil of an-
archy? And so may the slave prefer the evil of slavery, to the

greater_evils of want, and barbarism, and erime, which attend

upon his race when out of that relatlion. Need I adduce proof in
confirmation of this assertioﬁ?"nook then at Africa. That noble
missionary, the 1ion-hearted Ashmns, in writing from'Western

“'Africa, tells us that "children seldom receive parenxal correction,’
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or are restralned in any course to whieh their passions and pro-
pensities 1ncline them. Lying, petty thefts, and the entire eata-
logue of childish vices and follies, when seen in children only
excites merriment as long as the consequences are not‘seriously
injurious to theﬁselves or otherse. The adult 1s commoely devold
of moral‘principle altogether. Polygamy is universal; aﬁd a 1li-
centiousness of practice which none, not the worst part of any clvi-
lized commanity on earth can pafallel, give a helllsh consummation
to the frightful deformity imparted by sin, to tpe moral aspect of
the negro .tribes. They are degraded to the condltlon nearly ef the
better sort of brutes." Another missionary, speaking of thelr
kings, says: "They are themselves poor, ignorant, naked savages,
1i.v1nU in huts but a single grade above the burrows which the lower
‘animals prepare for themselves, and there 1ndu1ge in reckless in=-
dolence, or wallowing in beastly sensuallty, regardless alike of
thelr own good, or that of others, they make_sceree an effort be-
yond what 1ls necessary for the supply of their wants, or the gratie-
ficatlion of their animal appetites."

The Lenders, when in western Africa, Insert in their journal
as-fellcws:' "The rainy season is fast approaching, and what makes
us still moreldesireus of_leaving this abominable place, 18 the
fact that a sac?fifice of no less éhan three hundred human beings
is shortly to take place. Ve often hear the cries of many of tﬁese
poor wretches, and the “heart sickens with horror at the bare con- |
templation of such a scene as awaite us, ehould we remain here mud1
-.1onger.v |

or,’ need I point you to Hayti, where the black race 1eft to , *
themselves, have relapsed 1nto more than African barbarism.¢ Her

exports whlch, during the existence of slavery, amounted to more £

\
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than tﬂehty-five millions annually, are now reduced to a cypher.
Her beautiful hills and vallies become & desolation, and her popu-"
lation ﬁiven up a prey to anarchy and despotism,'and if travellers
reports are correct, even to Cannibalism.

Had the abolitionlsts expénded their philanthrophy for the

slave, in discreet and honest efforts to ameliorate the slave laws

of the South, they would have met with the most respectful consider-
atlion on the part of many slaveholders. But even these laws, ob-
noxious to blame as I_admit some of them to be, hove been magnified
and pervertad by the abolitionists, to keep up an angry feeling be=-
tween the North and the South. Harsh these 1awélmay seem to all
your beople, but I caﬁ safely assert that public sentiment in the
Soutn 1s against thelr general enforcement, and most ofvohem remain
a dead letter upon our statuto books. If slavery however is so

clearly sanctioned by the Bible, and recOgnizéd'by the Constitution

of our country, can the South be condermed for passing laws, which

they deemed necessary for sustalning 1t? Now we do not complain

at all, at being told that these laws are afflictive to the élavé,
and ought to be modified or expunged; but we do with justice com-
plain of the unmerited calurmies that too often, for politica} or
interested purposes, are heaped upon the South and her instltutions.

It is a fashionable outery, for 1nstance,<among‘demagogueé and aboll-

‘tlonists at the North, in order to make slavery odlous to the pop-

ular mind,{that we hold'three millions of slaves in a state of the

grossest concub*nage. " There is some truth, but a greater degree

of falsehood in this aweeping assertion.' Throughout the’entire,

' °fsouthern States there are tens of thousands of slaveholders, em-
cf:braoing all the religious denominations of Christian sects, who

"employ clergymen not only to preach and expound the ecriptures to
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their alaves, but also to. administer to them all the rightu of the
'church. Marriage and religious services at the grave being minis-
. tered alike to white and black. _Concubinage to & certain extent I
-admit may exist, but shduld the large class of"slavehpldérs be in-
"sulted who_disahprove and labor to éuppress 1t? Might.not the
siavéholder-with as much justice denounce the people of the North
for countenancing vice and sensuallity, because many Instances oc-
cur among you of parents prostltuting their children, and because
brothels are permitted in all your towms and citieé. Agaln. There
13 another matter in respect to which the slaveholder has been
misrepresented and célumniated--and that 1s, the medes of puniéh-
ment we adopt for tne suppressibn of vice and crime and idleness
among our slaves.v

a

You degrade them, says the abolitionist, by the punishment of

the lashe The lash I will not deny may be abused by slaveholders,
just as it may be by parcnts, but this does not constitute a valid
objection eithe% against slavery, or against this particular methed
. of punichment. We all ¥now - that. the labor of the negro 1in the pro-
duction of the great troplcal staples (a productlon which has ex-
- erted the ﬁnst powerful influence in the civilization of the white
uracei must neeessarlly be compulsorye. Their refusal to work in |
- the West Indla Islands, where thls mode of punishmenx has been
abandoned, has gset this question forever at rest. The the use of
the lash is not often called for to compel the slave to labor--
the fear of its application being generally a sufficient stimnlus

. %o the ldle; though for the correction and prevention of crime, we

“‘hold it up as a terror to evil doers, Just as ‘you do your Jails

Cand panitenmiaries at the North.» In connection with this subjeot

°‘1et me refer you to the'laws of England, Where, 1f " a unn steals

f:[a pig, perhaps to keep himself ‘and family from.downright starvation,;i:;



he 1s torn from his wife and c¢children and parents, and transported
to0 the antipodes. If he breaks into his neighbor's cottage he is
hung for burglary.” Yow if our slaves commit 1ike offences we
punish them with the lash.' maich punishment, I ask, 18 the most

" pevolting to humanlty?

Againe Might we not ask the Britlsh abolitionist if the lash
1s never heard in England? Hear the sworn toestimony of a factory
cverseer before a cormittee of the House of Parliament: "I was
obliged to chastise them (the factory chlldren) when they were al-
wost faintlng, and it hurt my feelings--then they would spring up
and work vretiy well for ancther hour; but the last two or three
hours was mr hardest work, for they then got so oxxhausted.” . And in
her armles and nevies, numberless instances are ubon record where
+1e lash has been applied with such severity and continued applle
cation, that the subject has died under the hands of the person who
infliected 143 and yet these‘people have sent over their members of
Pafliament, and Cockney novelists, and sentimental old Eﬂiﬁiﬁ to
teach us lessons of humanity?! Although such cruelty in the use of
the lash as I have depilcted, wculd not be tolerated among slave-
holders, vebt they have found a judiclous applleation of it to be
the most prormpt and certain corrective against the vices and crimes
among slaves; and although they will not toleraﬁe cruelty, yet thelir
feelings of humanity in respect to 1ts use have not yet exhaled 1in
stckly sentinmentalisnme

‘Again. There are bubt few of us who In our younger days have
not felt tha£ potent stimalus to lazy school-boys, the birch of
the pedagogue; but do we deem ourselves to have been debased by 1it?
or did Solomon suppose he was requiring parents to debﬁse the1r

children, when he exhorted them not to spoll the child by sparing
the rod. '
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I now come’ to the most 1nportant consideration of all, in re;
gard to this crusade against Amerioan slaverV. You will agree with
me that Abolitionism, like Soclalism, and Commnnism, gnd Fourier-" 
ism, are all exotics, and the offspring of a hot bed of athelsm and
infidelity. ~Who’ever heard of an abolitionist among us untll Eng-
land began to agltate the emancipation of her slaves in her VWest.
India colonies? And what enlightoned man 1n her dominions, who
does not see that her commerclal greatness is paleing before the
giant strides of her offspring; and that she well may fear the
adult Hercules, 1Lf even in his cradle, his strength has’oeen so _
vast? Yes, my friend! her statesmen see and know that the founda-
tion of our wealth and Industry, and conmercial prosperity, springs

from our tropical productlons, the results of slave labor. If she

~can distract and divide us, and induce'the North to keep up an agi-

tation against slavery that would eventuate finally in the emancipa=-

tion of our slaves, she knows that she_will'at_onoe enjoy a mono-=

poly of the tropieal productilons in her East Indla colonies;'a

trade which would glve her the control of the commerce of the

world, and bring hundreds of millfons annually Into the hands of

her subjectse. Well oould‘England afford to emancipate her thou-

gands of slaves in her West India colonles, at the cost even of a

hundredvmillions to their owners, 1if by so doing she could destroy

the labor of millions of slaves in this country. :
If 1t was motives of philanthrophy (as the abolitionists oon-

y tend) which actuated her, why then, I ask, has she done nothing to

raise up the starving millions of the. white race at her own doors?\:

: Where was her philanthrophy when she ground down ‘her suffering o

?people to support a twenty years war for the "divine right of

v Kingszv' Where her philanthrophy, when ahe drove out the native

i T o 1 S
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of Hisodstan from thelr falr Zominions, and prlundered their mile ”

1tons of btreasure? Where her philanthfophy, when more recently
" ghe sent her armies and navies to burn dowm the'citieé and sla&gh-A

ter the unwarlils Chinese, bseause these people had dared to expel

from their ports a polsonous drug, which was bringing thousands of
them annually to a miserable death?
"Her philanthrophy! ™y friend, twixt you ard me, Is all just

tweedle-dum and twecdle-doee."

CONCLUSION
50e 1





