LETTERS 0 N SLAVERY

BY A GENTIEMAN OF MISSISSIPPI, TO
HIS FRIEND IN THIS CITY.
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NEAR NATCHEZ, (Miss.,)
November 5, 1851.

My Dear Friend--I called your attention, in closing my last

' leﬁter, to'the‘fact, that motives of philanthrophy never actu-

ate the British statesmen in measures of State policy; and that
their conduct towards the Chinese, as well as other State mea-
sures, was evidence of this assertion. The production of opium

in the Britlsh East Indla colonles, as you are doubtless aware,

is worth some twenty millions annually to the East Indila Company,

and the Chinese take nearly or quite the whole of it. The Reve.

My o Malcom, a missionary of the American Baptist Church, who
travelled through the Eaét some years ago, thus alludes to this
trade: "No person can describe the horrors of the opium trade.'
The drug 1s produced by compulslon, accompanied with miseries to
the cultivators, greater than slaves endure In any part of the
earth. The prices paid to the producer scarcely sustain 1life, and

are many per cent. less than the article produces in China. The

whole process of carrying and vending is an enormous infringement

of the laws of nations, and such as would immedlately produce a

declaration of war by any European power. The grandest and gross-
est smuggling trade on the globo! The influence of the drug upon
China is more awful and extensive than that of rum in any country,
and worse to its victims than any outward slavery. That the go?ern-
ment of British Indla should be the prime abetteré of this abomi-

nable traffic, 1s one of the wonders of the nineteenth century.

The proud escutcheon of the nation,'which,declaims against the:

slave trade, is thus made to bear a blot_broader and darker than

any ‘other in the Christian world." (See Malcom's Travels, vola

_2-, Eaﬁe 160,
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Although the enlightened men of the Chinese natlon saw and de-
plored the demoralizing effects of opium eaping upon thelf people,
and passed the most stringent laws to prohibit its 1mbortation,
they féund themselves out-witted by the ingenulty of  the British
smuggler; and when, in self-defense, they séizéd upon and destroyf

ed the obnoxious drug, war, with all its appalling accompaniments,

burst upon their country, and deadlier pllls than opium soon com=
pelled them to yield again to its introduction.‘

Here, then, is a specimen of England's boasted phllanthrophy;
and has counduct so atrocious roused the Britlsh nation to redréss
the‘wrongs of these deeply wounded people! Not at all. There is
nothing in this cruel policy, so long as it brings twenty millions
annually into the coffers of the East India Company, black enougﬁ
to disturb their feelings of humanity. |

Another matter. It is not'generally knowm that in these sane
British'East india possessioﬁs, there are millions of Hindoo slaves.
Let me in proof of this assertion quote you another page from .
Maleom, who travelled through Hinddstén,’and published his work in
1838, Here 1t 1s; just look at 1t: "The number of'slavés in the
Carnétic; Mysore, and Malabar, is said to be greater than in most
parts of India, and embraces nearly the whole of one caste. The
whole number in British India has never ﬁeen‘éscertained, but 1t
is supposed by the best informed persons I was able to consult,

to be on an average at least one in elght, that 1s, about ten mil-

lions. Many consider them twlce as numerous. The number 1is kept

up not only by propagation, but the sale o: children by thelr par-

_ents. Tt 1s strange that the British public should be so slow

- to open their eyes to this great subject. For twenty years appeals

" and pamphlets have frequently appeared. In 1828 a volume of 1,000
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pages of parliamentary documents on East Indla slavery was printed;

and within four or five years, some strenuous efforts have been

made to call attentlion to this enormity, but as yet néthing has

been t0 any purpose. Surely the zeal which has achleved the free-

dom of a few hundred thousand slaves in the Test Indies, will now

be exerted in behalf of twenty=-£ive times that number in the Easte"=-

(see Malcom's Travels, vol. 2, page 71.)

Allow me to call your attention to another fact. Contempor=-
aneously with the emancipation of her slaves in her West India col-
onies, the British government sent agents into these southern States,
and emploved numbers of young men at large salaries, to go out to
her East Indla possessions, to instruct the natlives the most ap-

- proved methods of cotton culture. If she affected by her emanclpa-
tion act and the infiuence of her emlssaries, the downfall of slavs
ery in this country, she well knew hur cotton crop must fall with.
1t; but with millions of acres, and millions of slaves in her In-
dia empire, she hoped readllyr to replade the loss of the American
erop; and, at the same time effectually to carry out her gigantle
project, she claimed (under the pretence of suppressing the slave
trade) to engraft thé right of search upon the law of nations.

Well did an honest Frenchman, who wrote a pamphlet, ealling the
attention of his countrymen to England's ambition during this junc-
ture, exclaim: ' ‘

"Pour quol sa Philanthrople n'a pas daigne, doubler le Cap
De Bonne Esperance?"” Why has British philanthrophy never deigned:
to look beyond the Cape of Good Hope?

But I revért to still louder calls upon her philanthfbphy at
home-=to the frightful destitﬁtiqn, and other want of morals which

" characterize her laboring poor. I will glve you authorities which
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cannot be galnsayed or controverted. I extract from the reports of
commissioners appointed by Pariiament and published by order of the

Hougse of Cormmons:

Collieries.-- "The pits afe worked by boys with a dog chaln

and belt on all fours. These poor boys have to drag the barrows
with 100 wte of coal sixty times a day, sixty yards, and the empty
'barrows,back along a passage with only two feet headway, wilthout

ever onee straightening thelr packs."=-- Report on Mines. Robert

North-- "Age sixteen: Went into the pit at 7 years of age--I1 drew

about 12 monthse. When I drew by the girdle and chain my skin was
bfoken, and the blood ran down. I durst not say anything, if I did
so the butty and the reeve who works under him would take a sﬁick
and beat use The usual punishment for theft is to place the culprip's
head between the legs of one of the biggest boys, and each boy in
the pit (sometimes there are 20) inflicts twelve lashes on the back
and rump with a cate They work 12 hours a day." II might go on
extracting from reports of laborers in cotton and woolen mills,
where children are kept at the spindles from 14 to 16 hours contin-
uously, and, when exhausted nature flags, are "sprung up" by the
lashe I will now quote from these reports upon other subjects, and
firste

Destitution.-- Commissioners report "that forty thousand per-

sons in Liverpool and fifteen th&usand in Manchester live in cel-
lars; both sexes crowded promiscuously together, while 1n other
parts of England twenty-two thousand pass the night in barns or in
the open air." Again. "There hAve been found such occufences as
eight and ten personskin one cottage; I canﬁot say for one déy, but
for,whéle days without a mohsel Bf food. There they iay upon stréw |
| under the 1mpression.that 1n‘a«recumbent posture the pangé of hung-



er were less felt,“

 Morals.-- "Ellzabeth Barret, age fourteen. I always worked
without stockings, shoes or trousers. I wear nothing’but a slip.
I have to go up to the headingé with'the mene. They are all naked
there, but I am got used to that.® The report again adds:
"1111cit sexual intercourse universally prevails. A lower condle-
tion of morals could not be found, not that there are not many
more prominent vices among them, but that moral feelings and sentl-
ments do not exist."”

Edueation.=-- "Robert Guchilon, age sixteen. I don't know any-
thing of lMoses. Never heard of France. Don't lknow how many weeks
are in the vear." " Anm Eggly--1I never go to church; never heard of

hrist at all. i don't know who made the worlde I never heard of
God. I don't know Jesus Christ: I never saw him, but I have seen
Fogter who prays about hime" And so I might go on and f111 pages
from these parliamentary reports, but I desire‘to Introduce anothe
er authority. I willl quote you a page or two from "Colman'®s
Zuropean Agrilculture;" the work of an accomplished clergyman, a
New England man, who spent some years recently in England, lnvesti-
gating her improved methods of agriculture, and the condition of
her laboring classes. He tells us that a distingulshed nobleman
asserted in the House of Peers, that fifty thousand individuals
perish annually in England and Scotland from diseases arising from
want and privation; and that this same nobleman, in discussing this
1mportaﬁt subject, stated that in ten years é larger number perish ‘

in England alone from these causes, than the whole number of

slaves emancipatéd in thelir coldnieé. He'further'remarks: "I
was coﬁversing with a friend on this subject,,a'gent1em£n of great |

intelligence and not wanting in benevelence, and his remark was,
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~that an increase of production would do 1little for the lower
classes, for they would get no more, with the price of bread their
wages if lower be possible, were likely to be reduced; the advan-
tages of such increased produdts Would, of coursé, go into the
hands of the landholders and mlll ownérs, and‘that for his part
he saw no ultimate remedy but starvation; that Is, sﬁch an actual
reduction of the means of living, -that mnltitudés should graduale
1y perish from want, and so thin off the surplus population. He
said this tob, with all the coolnesé and indifference with which
he would speak of brushing off the flles from the dinner table.
"Good God,' I said within myself, ‘'has it come to this, that fam-
{liarity with want and misery can render the heart of man capable
of contemplatiﬁg such a result with calmness, and that human 1life
on earth should come to be deemed utherly worthless?' If there be
any humanidty, or any religlon left in the world, they must be
roused to prevent such a catastrophe."-ﬁZgl.‘l,‘ggggllgg.

The quotatiOns just made refer alone to England and Scotland.
Hear what Mf. Colman says of Treland:

Mothing can exceed the destitutieﬁ and wretchedness in whiéh
millions of these people live. I have been into many of their ca=-
bins, and have seen'the‘habitations of thousands and‘thousands 6f
_ these miserable people; and in régard td external accommnodations,
I can secarcely think that there 1s upon earth a lower condition of
human existencee. Certainlv the wlgwam of an Amerlcan savage may
often be regarded with envy for its comfcrts,.compared with many
an Irish cabine I have been into those which were merc holes dug 
into the sides of a peatvbog; and have but_my hang upbn the ﬁei
and velvety walls, that I might be certain that my senses did not

deceive me. In these caves, covered with stické, sods and straw;



without chimney, windcwe or floor; with a turf slowly burning vp=-
on the ground and filling the place with smoke; without table,
ved, chair, or knife or fork, with indeed no article of furniture
seve a kettle in which to boll thelr potatoes; with no other seat‘
but a bit of turf, and no bed to lie down upon but a flock of straw
(shared in common by the children and the pigs,) I have found a
creouded familﬁ, with rags for clothing that scarce hid thelr naked-
ness,. living from one year's end to the other upon potatces and

water., and never nore than once a vear tasting elther bread or
2 — &

1, nace 291l. Agaln, page 338 he says "our horses and

-— J

meat." =-Vol.
axen are well fed and cared for, in ?Poportion to the lavor they

ars compelled bto perform; what should we say to the man who refused
therm this? But alas, for the poor lMenl! I have seen rundreds and
hundreds of the laborers, who alfter a most scanbty breakfaét, in the
milst of thelr labors, sometimes severe and always unremittiag, had
nothing for thelr dinner but a bli of dry bread and a draught of
water, and who would reburn at night, when the toilef the day was
over, L0 a sSupper as scanivye. Even‘the inferior bubtier is not sufs-
fersd Lo reach theﬁ, but 1s mixed wlth tar at the custom hcuse, that
it maﬁ be destroved as human foode In one of the great breweries
in London, where 40 of the fémous dray horses are kept, they are
worked but for six years, and then sent into the country %o enjoy
rest anl comfort the remalnder of their lives. What an cnviabdle
eondition is this compared with that of many of the human laborers,
In a country enriched by thelr toll, end [looded with a wealth un~
“known before In the history of the world."

B time permitted, I would.give vou further extracts, eépeci-

ally his deseription of the "gang system,” where out door laborers,

‘men, women, boys and girls are put under a cruel task-master; the
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shbckipﬁ gtate of thelir morals, and the painful end protracted,

~and unremuﬂerated labor to which tn these gangs thev are subjecte-
ed. Contrast now the statements of M. Colman with the plcture of
American slavery as drawn by Jf. Solon Robinson, one of your agri-

cultural writers, and a northern man, who a vear or two ago vislted
- O

_nearly every pléntatioh of importance in the planting States; Hias

essays are too lengthy for insertlon here, but you will find them
in the New York Agrlculturist. I hope you will read them, as I can
fouch for the accuracy and trutafulness of his dglineations in re-
spect to the physical conforts of our slaves. See how hils enthusl-
asm was fired at the sight of our hale, hearty, robust, well fed

and well clad slaves; how unlversal helr cheerfulness and content-
ment: how the Joyous laugh and merry dance greeted his ear upon
nearly every plantation; anl then thelr tidy appearance on the Sab-
bath day as they sab in the negro charels along slde of thelr mas-
ters, to listen to the words of eternal life. How-picturesque and
confortable their lodglng houses or quartefé, in many Instances sur-
rounded by gardens and poultry yards of their own. He tells us al=-
'so, that he had eaten the crust of the Britleh laborer, and been an
eye-witness to scenes that Mr. Colman has but falntly plctured.

That he has seen these same gaunt and haggard milllons kept In sub-

_Jection only by the bayoneu. That for thils purpose regimsnts of

horgse, or foot, whre quartered Iln nearly every.town and eity in

the kingdom; while in the planting states of this country, he saw

_a single white man, tsolated for miles from any nelghbor, keep

hﬁndreds of élaves~under perfect discipline énd subjection;
. He states too, that in. all his 1ntercourse and time he spent
uvon Southern plantations he. saw no instancea of cruelty 1n punish—

ment, and none that was not abundantly merited and yet when he



- 0 =

came to the South he eﬁpebted to see nothing but chains end whips,
 énd the deespest moral and phvsical degradation among our slave
population.-= In closing ifr. Robinson's essays, I was reminded of
an ancedote I have somewhere read of a raw paddy, who had found
his way into one of the large manufacturing establishments in our
country, where meat three times a déy and all the plenty which_
graces bthe 1aborer's table in our happy land was paddy's portione.
"7ith the generous heart of an Irlshman he longed to bring over his
11ndred to share his happiness and bounty. He gets a friend to
wrife them a lebbter to tall them of 2ll his riches, and meat once
a gggg. His employer chaneing to review what was written, took

-
=

naddv to hasi for not telling the whole truth. "Hist! my honevi”
b3 7 fasi] 3

was his reply, "lave me alone for thate Ef I towl'd them mate
three Himes a day, dlvil a word would they believe in 1t; but mate
onece a weak will bring them quick enough.” And so of Mr, Robinson's
glowing plctures of mnegro glavery among us; 1f he had told but half
what he saw, he would doubtless have made a deeper {mpression upon
the northern mind.

But I revert agaln to Englleh slavery, Let the.Thompsqn's,
and Garrlson's, and Marryatﬁ's,-and Martineau's. tell us what they
nave done to emancipate the dovm-trodden millions at their own
doors, hefore they upbfaid our negro slavery. If their philan~
throohy 18 not all a wmockery, there at home are objects for theme-
_Sbjects that they have never yet raised from the condition of brutes,
to the level even of our glaves. | |
Have we drganized societies in this cbuntry 0 send over em-

1ssaries to enlighten the English'landholdeb upon the enormiﬁig f

of the evils which_their sjstem of primogeniture and other laﬁg;en—

tail upon their starving millions? or have we loaded thelr press
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with burning appeals to rousé the passions of the oppressed 1abbr-
er, agalinst the nobility and government? And yet such proceedings
would be but a cbunter-partvof‘the insults they have dared to ﬁeap
upon our government and cltizense.

I have dwelt then, my friend, at somellength upon the condi-
tion which the laboring poor of Great Britaln presents to her phil-
anthropists, from the fact, that from her borders first origlnated
this crusade against American slavery, and I express my slncere be-
1ief, that the abolltion of negro slavery in her West India colo=-
nies would never have been sanctioned by her statesmen, had they
not belleved 1t would tend to call off attention from the grinding
oppression - f the white race at their omm doors, and create an
apitation in this country which might eventuate in a dissolutlon of
our Union. Let us then, tear the mask from these hypocritical phil-
anthropists, and show to our countrymen, who are deluded by them,
that it 1s not sympathy for the slave tha£ has actuated them; but

that it 1is the example of our free institutions, and the greatness

~ and strength we exhibit to an admiring world, that has filled them

with fear and trembling for the safety of thelr own. Well do they
know if they can embroll us in a civlil war upon this slavery ques-

tion, (a war that would cause us all, eventﬁally, to sink éxhausted

* into the arms of milltary despots,) that Constitutional ﬁiberty'be-

comes extinet upon the face of this globe. That the kings and deé-
pots of the earﬁh will then sit securély upon thelr thrones, and a
long night of centuries of oppression become the inheritance of
thelir peopie.

Do not‘understaﬁﬁ from‘éil i have'writteﬁ; that I conslider our

system of negro slavery as entirely unexceptionable, or that it 1s

" even desirable in an economical point of view in all the slave

States. But I do contend that the negro race have proved to Ee
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happier, and in every respect better off as slaves, than when
thrown upon thelr owm resources. I also contend that slavery is
neither a sin or a crime. As well migﬁt we condemn tﬁe relation of
husband and wife, or parent and child, or eivil ruler and the ruled,
to be sinful and criminal. Ve .dally see lnstances of shoclking
cruelty on, the part of husbands and wives; of desertion and drunke-
ennegs, and of violence resultlng even in deathh to the wife; yet
who pretends to contend from these evils that the relation 1s sin-
ful and eriminal and ought at once to be abollshed. Agalne. Some
parenps compel theilr children to haunts of vice and prostitution,
to commit theft and other erimes, and yet no rational man would
contend from these evils that no pareunt should exercise authority
over the child. The same may be saild of the civil ruler and the
ruled. Restrictions upon our liberties and other evils attend up=-
on all systems'of government, and yet we know that government is
not only sanctioned by the Bible, but is necessary for the happi-
ness.and well-being of our race. But this popular outery of the
abolitionisté thaﬂ slavery is a darming sin does not appear to have
found favor with the great body of Christlans at the North., It is
enough for me to know that all the eminent commentators on the Bilble
afe against them, and that our'great'denominations of Christian
sects agree that slavery was clearly sanctioned by both the 0ld and
New Testamentse. Indeed, s& plainly 1s thls the case, that the only
consistent abolitionists have rejected the Bible as a fable, and
have flung their banner to the breeze with the motto, "Let the
Bible fall, but not the rights of human nature."” '

But I have sald that slavery was not deslirable in an econom= -
tcal point of view. Slave labor in our northernﬁost slave States

1s acknowledged to be dear labor. Many of your people make as an
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objection to slavery the fact, as they say, that the slave gets no
wagese. Was there ever an 1dea so preposterous? Hear what Pro- -
ﬁessdr Vethake says in lis Political Economy, upon the subject of
wages: "We rmust be careful not to confound the real wages of the
1aborer with his money wages;' The latter as has been before stat-
ed, are only instrumental in produring the former. The laborer

who receives monev for his services, exchanges it agalin for the .
necegsaries and comforts of life, both of a material and 1mmater1al

nature, which he 1s enabled by means of it to obtalin; and the money

is only transitdrily in his possession.”"-=-See Vethake's Polit. Econ.
The real wages of the laborer then are food, clothing, house=-
room and all the comforts and necessitles of 1life. Now your most
violent abolitionists are forced to admit, that our negro slaves
are the most heartily fed, and most comfortably clad of any labor-
ing population on the face of theswrthe. And this.is not éll. They
‘enjoy many of. the luxuries even of 1ife. Upon my own plantation
in a single year, the money made by the'negroes in the holidays,
and their own time, would furnish them with luxuries such as the
free white 1208k ®)at the north does not often enjoy. The slaves
in all this region, and I may safely say all over the south, are

allowed to raise crops for themselves, for sale.-- Corn and poultry

‘and vegétables, which they sell either to their masters or to thé
.towns in their. ﬁlcinitj. Upon many of the river plantations they

' are allowed to cub cord wood, and sell to the steamboats, which
gives to the 1ndustrious an opportunity of handling more money at

. the end of thq year, than even the free laborers of any other

‘
-

In the northern sl&va stateq 1t 1s proverblal that slaves con- L

sume more than they produce, and that 1n many 1nstances they keep



the master poor; in a word that they recelve more wages than they

earne. Thelr food;'olothing, house=rent, fuei, taxes, religlous ed-

| ucation, their support in infancy and old age, and medical attention,

all impose an Lrmense tax upon the master, _

Now the English employer.pays the laborer barély enough to
keeo body and soul together. If the 1aborer appropriates his wages
in the purchase of comfortable clothing he must deny his muscles
the stimulus of meat. If, on the contrary, his wages are expended)
in a sufficlenecy of food, rags scarce hlde his nakedness; And thus
millions toil on, until life's best energies~are wasted, when they
are "turned out" to meet a premature gré@e, or the wall of 'the
pauper's prison, while expectant crowds are ever ready to f£111 their
places, all ~1ory1ng 1n the farce that their masters "dub thenm free-
mene" '

' Let me now go back to the tropiecs with which I started, the
Fugitive Slave Bill, but which, I see, I must reserve for another
letter. We will then take gppcursory revliew of all ihat I have
written. I have shown you then, that the mighty impetns gilven to
the nofthefn labor and ecapital in this oountry, hag its foundations

in our slave labor; and that, under the benign influences of our

institutions, we present to the world a sublimity of greatness and

strength, that 1is "shaking the thrones of Furope. That Great'Bri‘.tain,

alarmed for the stabllity of her government, has struck a gigantlo
blow in an attempt to prostrate us, by destroying the basis of our
labor, and thus to transfer to her East-India possessions all the

productions of the tropics, which would enable her to monopolize

the commerce of themmrld.‘ I have shown you .that in her East India

colonies there are ten millions of slaves, end 1f you will read

" that parliamentary document to which Mr. Malcom refers, you will
' find them sunk to a dept of 1gnorance, degradation and want, com-'
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-~ pared with which our slaves are princes. 'I have shown you the .

heart-rending picture which the laboring poor of Great Britain
present to their philanthropists, and that to this __I_nothing has
veen done to emancipate either-them or the slaves in the Easte

I have shown you that slavery ié-clearly sanctioned by the Bible,
and that the abolition excitgment had'it origin in Great Britain,
and that this excitement has beén transferred to our own shores,
and fed and fostered by British gold, with the unrighteous inten-

»1an of undermining the glorlous temple of Amerilcan Gonstitutional

Liberive





