
STATE op PENNSYLVANIA,
An acl to explain and amend an act:, entitled, “ An ad  for the oradual

abolition of flavery;” &■ OR preventing many evils and abufes arifing from ill 
dii'pol'ed perfects availing themfelves of certain defeáls in 

the aél for the gradual abolition of flavery, paiTed on the 
firft day of March in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty.

JBe it enabled, and it] is hereby enabled by the Meprefenfatives 
o f the Freeman of the Commonwealth of Pennfyhania in General 
Ajfeiiihly met, and by tJy authority of the fame y That the ex­
ception contained in the tehth feaion of the aforefaid a á , 
relative to domeftic- ¿ayes attending upon perfons palling 
through ar fojourning in this State, and not becoming refit 
dent therein, flialf not be deemed or taken to extend to the 
fl^ves of fuch perfons a$ afe inhabitants of or refident in this 
State,, or who ffiajl con^e here with ap intention to fettle and 
refide, but that all and every' flave and flaveswho fhall be 

% brought into this State, by perfons inhabiting or reiiding 
therein, or intending to'inhabit or refide therein, fhall be im­
mediately confidered, deemed and taken to be free to all in­
tents and purpofes'.

And be it further enafied by the authority aforefaid, That no 
Negro or Mulatto flave or fervant for' term of years, (ex- 
cept as in the Jail exceptan of the tenth fe&jon of the faid 
a a  is excepted), fhall be removed out of this State, with the 
defign and intention that the place of abode or refidence of 
fuch flave or fervant ihall be {hereby altered or changed, or 
with the defign and intention that fuch flave or fervant, if a 
female and pregnant, ihall be detained and kept out of this 
State till her delivery of the child of which ffi.e is or ihall be 
pregnant, or with the defign and* intention that fuch flave 
or fervant fhall be brought again into this State after the 
expiration of fix months from the time of fuch flave or fer­
vane having been firft brought into this State' without his 
or her confent ; if of full age, teftiffrd upon a private ex. 
amination before two Jpftices of the Peace of the city or 
county in which he or J B  filali refide, or being-binder the age 
er twenty one years, without his or her confent teflified in 
manner aforefaid, and alfo without the confent of his or her 
parents* if ahy fuch there be, to be teflified in  like 
manner aforefaid, whereof the faid Juftices or one of 
them fhall make a record, and deliver to the faid flave or fer- 
vant a copy thereof, containing the name, age, condition; a»d 
then place of abode of fuch flave or ferrant, the reafon of 
iuch removal and the place to which he or ihe is about to 

-  §.°* Ati  ̂ Pcrfon or perfons whatever fhall fell ©r
— r a jptr,„.Af t ------«■ »- - -

fijtate, or mail lend or carry, or caule to be fent ór carried 
any fuch flave or fervant out of this ¡State for any of the 
purpofjps aforefaid, Whereby fuch flav^ or fervant would lofe ’ 
¿hoíe benefits and privileges, which by thé laws of this Scate 
are lecured tp him or hej^and fhall not have obtained all 
fuch confent as by this a& is required, teflified in the man­
ner before mentioned, every fuch perfon and perfons, his and 

' their aiders and abettors, fifafl fever ally forfeit and pay for every 
fuch offence, the fum of feventy five pounds, t© be recovered 
in any Court of Record by action of debt, Till, plaint or 
information, at the fuit of any perfon who will fue for thé 
famé, one moiety thereof when Recovered, for the ufe of the 
plaintiff, * the other moiety for the ufe of the poor of the city 
townihip or place from which fuch flave or fervant ihall be 
taken and removed. Cj/b

And be it further enabled Ey the authority aforefaid, That all 
perfons who now are'or hereafter ihall be poifefled of any child 
or children, born after thé firft day of March one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty, who would by the faid a<5l be liable 
to ferve ’till the age of. twenty e i^h f years, Ihall on or before 
the firft, day of April one thoufanl feven hundred and 
eighty nine or within fix months next after the birth 
of any fuch child, deliver , or caufe to be delivered in 
writing, to the Clerk of the Peace of the county or 
the Clerk of the Court of Record of the city of Philadel­
phia, An which they ihall refpedively inhabit, thè name fir- 
lianie and occupation or profeffion of fuch poffeffor, and of the 
county,» townihip, diilriét or waijd in which they refide and 
alfo the age, (to the M u  of his or her knowledge) name 
and fex of every iuch child or children, under the pain 
and penalty of forfeiting and 'lofing all right and "title to 
evety foch Child an d -cfcfldren^àruî of flini, her òr them 
immediately becoming; free, which faid return, or account 
in writing, ihall be verified by the òaìji or affirmation 

> the Party, which the; frtd Clefts are hereby reipeiftively 
authorized aud required to adminifler, and the faid Clerks 
ihall make and, preferve Records thereof, copies and extraéis 
©f which ihaihbe good evidence in all* courts of juftice, when 
certified under their handsand feals of office., For which oath 
or affirmation and entry or extraél, the faid Clerks ihall be 
refpedhveiy entitled to one fliilling andi fix pence and no 
mo^e, to be paid by him or her, who ihall|fo as aforefaid make 
fuch entry ©r demand the çxtra<ft aforefaid.

Ahd whereas., it has beep reprefented to this fioufe, that- J  
yeiieIs have been fitted ojt and equipped in this port, for the 
iniquitous purpofe of receiving and tranfporting the natives of 
Africa to places where thejr are held in bondage, and it is juft 
amf proper to  difcpüràgè^s far as »  praticable fuch pro­
ceedings m  future. -Ç

^ f i t  therfore enaaed and it is hereby enabled by' the authority 
aforefaid y That if any perfon or perfons ihall build, fit, equip, 
man orotherwife prepare ŝ py ffiip or veflel, within any port of 
this ftate* or-fliall caifre anyfhip or other vefîél to foil from any 
port of this ftàte, for the purpofe of carrying on a trade or traffic 
in ilayes* to, from or between Europe, Afia, Africa or Ame- 
rica,‘ or any places or countries whatever, or of tranfporting 

> llavesi f  or from one port or place to another, in any part or 
» P3rts f l  the world ; fuch ihip o r veiTel, her tackle, furniture 

apparel and other appurtenances, ihall be forfeited to theìCom- 
L monw^alth, aad ihall be liable to be feized and prpfecuted by 

any officer of the cuftoms, or biher perfon by information in 
rem in the fup^eme court, or the county court of common-' 

* pleas, tor the county wdierein fuch feizure ihall be made 
whereupon fuch proceedings ihall be, had, both unto an d ifte f 

 ̂ judgment, as in and by the impoft laws of this Commonwealth 
m cafes of-feizures is d ireted . And moreover, alj and e verv 
perfon and perfons fo building, fitting out, manning, equip- 
pmg or otherwife preparing or fending away, any ffifn 
o r veflel, knowing or intending that the fame ffiaffo be em­
ployed in fuch trade or bufinefs, contrary to the true intent 

in Ê  V  a° r ? iie aidin£ or ¿betting tbere-
m, lhalpfeverally forfeit and pay the fum of one thoufand pounds 
one moiety thereof to the ufc of che Commonwealth,and the o- 
ther moiety thereof to the ufe of him or her who will fue for 
the fame, by adion of debt, bill, plaint or information 

And whereas, Thé praéliee of foparating, which is too often 
exercifed by the mailers and miftreiTes,4)f negro and mulatto 
Haves or fervants, for term of years, in; feparating huibands and 
Wives, and parents and children, requires to be checked fo for
or m fiirT  d°nC without prejudice to fuch mafters

Be it enaaed by the authority afarefaid, That if  any 
owner or pofleiTor of any négro or mulatto flave or flaves^

* ° l a T l  0r ^ rvant8> ^  term of years, ihall from and after 
the writ day of June next feparate or remove, or caufe to be 
ieparated or removed, a huiband from his wife, a wife from 
her huiband, a child from his or herparent, or a parent from a 
child, of any or either of thé deferiptions aforefaid, to a greater 

1 df ^ ce with' the defign and intention
of changing the habitation or place @£ abode of füch huiband 
or wife, parent or child, unlefs fuch child ihall be above the

iball feverally forfeit ^ d  pay the funi of fifty °n Perfon* 
coils of fuit, for ever^fuch offeuce to be r e Î o v e ^ r ,* ’ T th
of debt, bill, plaint oiinformation, in the fupreme J u r f  *0“
ip any court of commin pleas, at the fuit of anvnerP, ’ 
will fue for the fame, «ne moiety thereof when J  Perfon who 
th e V e  0f the plantif,
Poor of the city, tow,ihip or place, from ^hich fuch L f  h|  
or wife, parent or chili ihall have been taken and

And h ' it furtUr_ ta il'd  by tie authority afo tfa id  T h t  
if any perfon Or perfon Ihall, from and after i c n i  'this a a , by W  or valence, take and c i r 7  or i u f e Dfg  f taken and carried, or: 4all, by fraud, feduJe or caufe to t feduced, any negrb or mulatto, from anv Dart »  „  * - b® this fiate, to any other place or places whatfne P31?* of
defign apd intention offelling and Pdifpoiipg or oTcà a
be fold, or of keeping aid demining, or ofScaufinÌ ^«Cng to 
as a flave or fervant fo. term of y e ts“ e v erT lü ch t f  
perfons, their aiders andlbettors, ihall, on convldion ther3"^ 
m any ceurt of quarter effions, for any eitv or 1 .eof, 
this Commonwealth, foieit and pay the fum of W j hiri
Pounds to the.overfecrs 1  the p o V  of thë” itv M  
from.]which fuch negroor mulatto ftaB' h [re  
or feduced as aforefaid, ad ihall alfo be confined at harf u" 
hour for any time n o t #  than fix-months, nor more th

and unii the coils of profecutlon Ihall be
twelve months, 
paid.

* 5  ^ « 2 ! 3 S Íenjoined to caufe this a i to be publicly f «
4n each term, for the twfterms next following 
this aCh uowlI1g paflmg o f

Signed by order of he Houfe,

THOMAS M IFFLIN, Speaker.

Enacfted into a Law at Philadelphia 
on, Saturday the fwentybinth day 
oi March, in the year < our Lord 

one thoufand feven hundid and eigh­
ty eight.

■ PETER  Z A C jiR Y  LLOYD 
y  c lerk  of the Gbfrral Aflembly!.

Ph i l a d e l p h i a  : ’rinted by T.. BRA DFORD .
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