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Scope and Content Note: The Barney Ewell Collection contains a program of athletic
events celebrating Barney Ewell’'s achievements, newspaper articles, a postcard, and a
dedication program for the installation of a state historical marker.

Creators: LancasterHistory (Organization)

Conditions for Access: No restrictions.

Conditions Governing Reproductions: Collection may not be photocopied. Please direct
guestions to Research Center Staff at research@|ancasterhistory.org. Permission for
reproduction and/or publication must be obtained in writing from LancasterHistory.

Language: English

Biographical and Historical Note:

Henry Norwood “Barney” Ewell (1918-1996) was born in Harrisburg and lived in
Lancaster for most of his life. He won the U.S. junior sprint title in high school and made
a name for himself with many other athletic achievements. As a college athlete at Penn
State University, Ewell won NCAA titles in 100-meter and 200-meter sprints in 1940 and
1941. He enlisted in the U.S. Army during World War Il and returned home to win more
national titles in the long jump and earned his B.S. at Penn State.

Ewell, at age 30, finally had his chance to compete with the best athletes in the world at
the 1948 Olympic Games which were held in London. He earned a place on the U.S.
track team and won a gold medal in the 400-meter relay. He also received silver medals
in the 100-meter dash and 200-meter dash.

After the Olympics, Ewell returned to Lancaster. He and his wife, Duella, raised their
family on Rockland Street in Lancaster City and later moved to Green Street. The
Lancaster City directories list him as an employee of several businesses throughout his
lifetime, including Coatesville Steel.
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Source of Acquisition: Collected by LancasterHistory, unless source is noted at the item
level.

Accruals: LancasterHistory will continue to add items to this collection.

Preferred Citation: Title or description of item, date (day, month, year), Barney Ewell
Collection (MG0305), Folder # or Object ID, LancasterHistory, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
URL if applicable. Date accessed (day, month, year).
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Related Materials:
See the Photograph Collection

Processing History: This collection has been documented, preserved and managed
according to professional museum and archives standards. The finding aid was updated
using DACS conventions.
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Folder 1 “Lancaster’s Salute to Barney Ewell.” Program of athletic events for Barney
Ewell Booster Night. Stumpf Field. 29 September 1948. Autographed “To ‘Joe,” Barney
Ewell, Olympic Team 1948.” Contains congratulatory messages from local businesses
and a summary of his achievements.

Folder 2 Photocopy of newspaper article. “Barney’s London Olympics,” Sunday News.
Lancaster. 8 July 2012.

Folder 3 Program for the dedication of the Henry Norwood “Barney” Ewell Blue & Gold
State Historical Marker at John Piersol McCaskey High School. Contains a brief
biography and a list of achievements. Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. 17 October 2018. (2 copies) (2018.MG0305.F3)

Folder 4 Newspaper article. “Barney Ewell: Honorary Judge at Pa. Games.” Ewell was
named as honorary field judge for the second annual Pennsylvania Senior Games. The
article was given to Roberta Spiese with a handwritten note at the top, “For my good
friend ‘Bobbie’ Barney Ewell.” [1982]. Gift of Roberta L. Spiese Frey, 26 April 2017.
(2017.MG0305)

Folder 5 Postcard. “Games of the XXllIrd Olympiad Los Angeles 1984” with picture of
The Forum, Los Angeles, California, site of the 1984 Olympic Basketball Competition.
Message to Roberta Spiese, Lancaster, from Barney Ewell. Postcard manufactured by
Drawing Board Greeting Cards, Inc., Dallas, Texas. 1984. Gift of Roberta L. Spiese
Frey, 26 April 2017. (2017.MGO0305)
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