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ANTRODUCTION

it is most unlikely tw: & mexbar of the ﬁmaga a!:wh would
go from place m »laoe gathering wuterial, and then sit down and
searoh tis books for knowlsdgs on the denomination with whish one
is affiliated. 1 certainly um no excaption, «ud thersfore am vary
greatful for ths opportunity of trasing wy denominational history
baoi to its origin. |

A8 1 hevs traged the history of the losul church from its origin
%0 its present status, neny pertinent facts wers brought to wy |
attention by way of dostrine, churah polity, ordination requirements,
finanoial prograims, missionary programs, sto.

1 bave tried to got the most im.ortant distinetions in the
mum and then svaluite thez in light of personul eonviotions,
sxplersnos, and the Word of Uod, I might seem to be a little eritical
whon evaluating the Chureh of Jod dogtrire, bdut 1 ses ne reason to
brush past importuent truths of God's Lord. Thsrefors, 1 have purposely
ohosen to be dogmatic in some ingtances. ‘

The topies thut will be discusse:d in tuls ﬁam paper arsi
the Maln Denominational Family ( the Seformed Chureh ), the Branoh
Denovinationul Fumily ( The First Church of God of Morth Ameriscs ),
and the Looul Chureh ( The First Church of Ged, Lancaster, Penns., ).
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The history of the First Church of God of North dmerica can be
traged from the d&namimatiﬁn-ﬂf the Oerman Reformed Chureh back to
Zwingli, Calvin, and ths great Reformation. The main branch of the

First Church of God is the'ﬂwfnrm@d‘churnh;
History of the Reformed Church

In discussing the history of the Reformed Church, I would like
to refer specifigally to Ulrich Zwingli and John Calwvin in their
respactive order,

The Reformation in German Switserland is dated from the year 1519
when Ulrich 2wingle at Zurich began his reformatory preaching: He
agreed with Luther in much, though there were diffarences, and in that
age they were greaily magnified. Zwingli was very much deveted to
the humanists of his day, whereas Luther was not. He also highly
esteemed Swiss patrietism, whereus Luther did not confuse the Gospel
with the fatherland, |
| The Reformution in the Swiss cities bagan by the eating 6! meat
in Lent. Though Zwingle himself did not eat, he justified publicly
those who did so. Then prieéts bagan to marry, mainly because
elerical cencubinage was a prevalent system in the Diccese of Gaastaneu$
Zwingli, himsell, judged that out of one thousand priasiag ﬁanka, and
nuns ﬁaarnaly 8 gingles one was chaste, Each of these issues introduced
at Zurich was debated and decided by the Rath, a rapraﬁwatativa assembly
of the town.

‘Tnn great disputations were conducted in Zurich to examine the
quaestions which Zwingli had raiged. They ineluded images, relics,

food laws, and eclerical marriage, the Mass and the use of organs in the




puge 2

ohurch serviges. The cutoome of these disputatlons was the aﬁal&%iwn

of the Nass in Jurich, the intersent sf the relics of the ssints, the
resoval of isagea, the smeshing of the orgsn in the cathedral, permission
Lo gut meat in Lent, and peraission for priests L marry. Anothsy

of the great disputations was the scosplance or tbs rejeetlion of the

rosL p&a&#n&a of Christ in the ﬁﬁﬂrﬁ%ﬁﬁtw Zwingli rejested it.

Soon Zurich oume ﬁ& bs o theporasy. Recause of thisz, Iriction and
viclenoe arose in the boundary lands betwesn Catholies xnd the Naformed.
“The heformed ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬂﬁ\&ﬁﬁ exeonted & Cutholic ﬁ%rﬂ#@&ﬁmwa Thiy
Catbollics saw war in the offing and wwunﬁ@r«& by making o military
allisnee with the traditionsl enmemy of the Swiss, the ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ of 4mymbuwg.
The troops of the Heformed Lhen sel oul agsinst the Catholio hlaw,fl

Though the battle never took place at that time, for on the
tattlefield the troops nade pﬁaaﬁ, & battle did take ykaan.imvhha
pour future. Luther believed thati %&a gword should ﬁﬁﬂﬁ?’ﬁ@ used
in the defense of religion, bub Uwinglli was comvinesd that the swerd
was the enly answer %o religious reformation. The result of the
battle of RKuppel left on the field Ffive hundred of the men of Zurich,
and smong thes twenty-six nesbers of the Town Gouncll and twenty-five
of the pastors, ingluding Ulvieh Zwingli.

The Hefora in Switmerland waz not exterminated. Whers It was
slready establiabed it was left alone. The Catbolle minordities weras
not to be disturbed in Protestant lands, and Protestant sdnorities were
1ot to be tolerated in Cuthelic lands. From this tims forth, the Swise
yuduraﬁmﬁ& uaa mawknﬁ by two ral&g&aﬁs,

4B the ﬁﬁt@rﬁ@d Church was avident in Zwinglianlam, it was &vun
wore ovident in Calwiniem. Both lormg wers closely raluted g@ggr&pkiuﬂllf,

}* feHs Bulnton, The Heformation of the Sixteenth Century, p. 90.
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the onw originsting in German and ths othsr im Preneh ﬁw&tuarl%ﬁﬁg

*Oalvindam bred & rege of hﬁrﬁ#ﬂ”;g Thsir commisslon was to
establish a theosracy whieh would be & type of "Holy Oomsonweslth®,
The purposs of the Commonweslili was thal each member should make the
glamy‘af God his sole oonvarn. To carry out this purposae, Calvin
noeded & plece, and he found it in Qeoeva., The Keform atarsed when
the Berpese stabled thelr horses in the Catholie churches and put
i@ﬁg&& of the ssiots down the wells. Preaeching feollowed these aots
of roform. Finally Ceneva becums a "Holy Commooweslth™ by the expulsion
of dissenters and the incluslon of the conforsigts,

From Osneva Calviniem epread into Franows, Wolland, fngland,
Beotland, and Bew Sngland, snd though thess lunds eould ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁrﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ
the pattern of Jenevd ss such, Bootlamd and Bugland came very near o
it.

ﬁgywexﬁmaﬁaly'mum sonturies later the ﬁﬁxa%maﬁ‘ﬁhﬁr@£~a@yuﬁrsﬂ
in the United States. In 1793 the costus of the Heformed Ghurches
of Fernsylvards was trangforamed into a synod. ﬁavihg bean & ohurch
that wus subordinate to and dependent on the Keformed Ohurch of the
Netherlands in furope, it was now ap indepsndsnt body.

The first seeting of what proved Lo be the syuod war held at
lancaster, April 27, 1793. The synod took the fml&mwmﬁg sotion op
ita relations to the mother church in Hollundr They transmitted only
& latter and not the procesdisgs to the chureh in Holland. It also
adopted its own constitution.

Thers wers two main points on which the Fennsylvania chureh and
the Hollend shurch disagroed. They wers ﬁhﬂ right of arﬁiﬁﬁ%iam,‘uﬁ&ah
the Futherzs in Holland were #16# to grant, sud edusstion. The syned
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wantoed thely young ministers to be well sdusated, but the Hollsnd
shurch felt dilfwrently. Sven the ssparation took place.

It wasn't untdl 180L dn Philadelphia when the First SPPORrancy
of trovble otcurred among the isnnsylvania church. The diffloulty
began s the Oerman femilies beoaws wore English wnd desirsd English
services baecause of the diffleulty %ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ@#ﬁ&#ﬁﬁiﬂﬁ Jermans The probles
gouid not be solved and 4 division in the churches throughout Pennsyivania
rapulted.

fhe Destrinal Distinctives

"avery other Christian ohursh hias mowe coumen center of uniou,
awnd Lts membora are connected together by some common bond of dootrine.
and diseipline. But this is far from belng the case of the ﬁgfﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ
ehurch, whose several branches ars neither united by the i&m& systan
of dogtrine, nor by the s.se node of worshiy, nor yet by the eans
form of government. It is farther to be observed, that this churoh
does not require from its ministers either uniformity dn thedr privats
sentisents, or in thelr publiie d@aﬁrﬁ&&; bt perwmits them be explads
in different ways seversl dootrices of mo small moawsnt, providsd that
the great and fLundimentl prioeiples of ﬁhwﬁaﬁi&mi%y;’ﬁﬂﬁ the practicsl
precepts of the divine religion, be mainteloed in thely aniﬁ&ﬁﬁi
éurihr. This great community, thersfore, may be yroperly sonsiderad
ap an eccleslasticsl body composed of several churches, bthat VALY 5
more or less, irom sash other in thelr form und constitetion; but
which are ywﬁﬁaﬁvaﬁ, &ws@v%r; Irewm aparehy and schisms, by & genaral
spirit of 0quiﬁy"ané twlawat;wm, thist rune through the whols uy&tmm,
and renders variety of opinien consistent with fraﬁarmﬁl‘umimnﬁﬂ3

Though the interpretaticns of sertain destrines nay vary, the

3. Bev, Lewis Hayer, History of the Oerman Heformsd Church, p.23.
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fieformed Church holds to a basic doetrine. In its doctrinmal position,
the Reformed Church is mainly Calvinistie and aceepts the faith that
is summariged in the Apestles' Cresd. The standards eiiita deetrine
are the Belgie Confession (1561), the Heidelberg @at&aﬁiam (1562), and
the Ganons of the Synod of Dordreeht (1618-19). The central thems of
its doetrine is that salvation 18 through Christ's substitutiopary
death. It also emphasizes the primaey of God and His émwar in the
human 1ife.

The Reformed Church observes the festivals of Christmas, Geod-
Eridmj, Easter, Ascension, and Whitsuntide, in commemoration of the
birth, the passion, the resurrsction, and the ascension of Christ,
and the descent of the Holy Choast upon the ipostles.

Like the Lutheran, the Reformed church considers the Lord's day
& sacred season, set apart for the performance of the ordinary public
worship of Ood, and ﬁariving all its asscredness from the gervice to
which it is appointed.

The Reformed Church also admits the use of a liturgy in the worship

of God and the administration of the sacraments.
The ?élity Distinetives

The Polity of the Reformed Church is essentially Presbyterian for
it helds the prineiple of the parity of all crdained ministers. The
gmvarﬂing body af,thg ehureh is made up of elders, deucons and the pastor,
who is always president., Tne elders have the responsiblility of guiding
the 5pifiﬁuﬁl 1ife of bthe church, and the deacons are In charge 5f the
benevolences. They generally mest and act as one body. A nuvber of
ghurches in a limited area are growped into a elassis, which has
immediate supervision of the churchss and the ministry, and is compogsed

of all the ministers of the area and an elder from each consistory.
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"Classes are grouped into particular synods, of which there are {ive,
meeting annually and made up of an egual number of ministers and
elders from sach olassis, and supsrvising the plamning and programing
of the churches within the avea. mhm highest court of the c¢hurch is
the general syned, representing &nd consisting of delegations of an

egual number of ministers and elders from eweoh classis. The slsze

. of the delegation, however, varies in agcordance with the size of

elassis. The general synod directs the mimsionary and educational work
ghrough its various beards. The president of the gensral synod,
alected by the delegutes, holds office for 1 yuaro”h

Thers is also & special kind of church orgenisation in the Reformed
Church called the Gollegiate Church ( college of churches ), which is
& collection of worshipping songregations controlled by a single

songlstory.
The Chureh Ordinances

The two reeognised ordinances of the Reformed Church are baptism
and the Lord's Supper. MNost of the Refermsd churches sprinkle when

baptising and hold to the deetrine of infant baptism.
The Ordination Beguirements

The ordination requirements for a minlster amounts to nothing but

a few basic gueations, whieh, in my opinion, are not very basic. The

‘quﬁﬁhxmma usually asked are:

1. "ire you persuadsd that you are salled of God to the office
of the Christian Minlstry, and do you trust in the grace of

the Holy Spirit to aid you in fulfilling the duties of your office?
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2. Do you aocept the Holy Jeriptures of the Old '&zﬁ Haw Twstaments
ag the vord of Oud snd the ultisate rule of Christian fuith
apd prectice; do you acipowledge the dootrimsl stendards
of the Pvengelicsl and Heforsad Church ss authoritative
interpretetions of the esgential truth taught in the Holy
Boriptures?

3¢ Do you promise to exercise your ministry with diligence and
with due regard for the laws and crdicsnces of the mumwﬁﬁ

Am one gan readily recognise, thess reguirersats allow plenty of

room for unbelisvers to enter the minlatry.
Zvaluition of the Reformed Church

One of the characteristics of the Raformed Uhurch that 1 cansot
agres with is the disunion in its dootrinul systems Ons leeal chursh
way believe one thing and srother losal ghurch believe something differvent.
Thedir disunion in the polity of the chureh fe Jusl 4s bads I m&i»aw
that & depomination should bo more united in its doctrine and polity.

1 cannot go along with thelr belief in infant baptism. This was
one of the main reasons why Winebrenner, the founder of the Firet Chureb
of Ood of North americs, was dississed Irom the Reformsd denominstion.

1 believs that the polity of the Heformed Chureh is wery good, Lf

mly gvery church of that denosinstion would uwee 1t &g thelr form of

goverpnent.

Having lived near ihe Lancaster Theologloal Beminary and having
sean the lives of t6e studsnts Lhere, i bave po great opinien of the
Keformed teaching, 'The lives of many students are not wmmmm
Chriatian «mhau of the New Testument teashings 1 baliewa that this

5, Book of Worship - Uoneral Symod of the Evangeliesl snd Raformed Uhurch, p.3l5.
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is & direct result of the disunion in the Church's doctrine.

Une of the greatest things that 1 disagres with is the exclusion
of the Christian expierence in the ordination reguirements. It seems
to me that the Church believes that evéry&na who says he has been
called by God to preach is 8 sure Christian., I don't believe thai this
is right, Every individual should be able to give a Soriptural basis
a4g Lo why he belleves that he is a Christian. When one excludes this
pertinent point in the ordination service, he rests on dangerous grounds
of getting an unsaved man inte the ministry preaching about someone
whom the individual does not personally know, even the Lord Jesus Christ.

I am certainly glad that the Lord ralsed up a man like John

Winebrenner to carry on the messags of salvation in a most needed time.
History of the First Church of God of North America

When considering the history of the Churches of God, one must
inagine himself in eastern rennmylvania approximately a hundred and
thirty five years ago.

-~ As the history of the Churches of God is related in this paper,
three points will be brought to the mind of the reader. They are:
the life of the founder, John Winebrenner; the time of the break;
and the reasons f#r the breaking away fiwm the main branch.

in the Qlade Valley in Frederick County, Maryland a man by the
name of Philip Winebrenner farmed his two hundred acre farm, located
eight miles from the town of Frederick. On March 25, 1797, John Winebrenner
was bora, His parents were members af the Glades Relormed Chureh.

Though his father was satisfiled with the formalism which characteriged
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the religion of the Beforssd Churoh at that time, his mt&w looked
afver the spiritoal teashings of the Word.

Bwar alooe the days of nis early boyhood, John mmhwmr
daaired to be a minister, Though his Lather wn%ﬁ bBla to go to school
to learn wedicine or o go to Baltimors and becone & aepohsnt, Winebrunner's
mother mm ﬁw‘iﬁﬁ ﬁmﬁ' &w begoms o ministar. In this respect,
dohs Winebrenner grew olossr to his sother than to his father.

vohn Winebronner reseived soms of his edusstion at Dickineen
Collegs, at Carlislae, i‘»‘wramywm expesoting o gredusts in L8146, bub
the collegs was closed from 1616 to 1821, 1In 1617 he went to ihiilsdelphia
where be ragelved thres years of theologicoal tralning under the Rev.
Sepusl Helfenstedin. 1t was during this three year peried of hiw 1life |
that he rodeived semetbing thatl was far grester than theslogicsl
training. He reseived ths regensrating grace of Jesue (irist. He
attonded to the furmalitiss of the Haformed Chureb sush as christening
in dolanoy, catechleis, coufirastion, eie. He even recsived the
training of the ghurch and of the differant mﬁm&a, but he was still
lacking sometning lo hie 1ife, Ue oould not guite pub his finger on the
uy, April O, 1817. Under the windstry
of bis tescher, dev. Samuel Helfsnsteln, John Winebrepner found thab

misging lisk, until Baster Sund

priceless possession for wiieh he bed long been yoewrniog. This duy
Jonus Christ beoume mere then a bigtorical figure. Jesus Christ was
Bow his personal Savior, In an articls grepared for & book gslled "The
Testismony of & Hundrsd Witnesses®, compiled by Hev. J. ¥, Welshampel,
ad publisbed by John F. %&ﬂmwl. 4!#.,_ in 1888, %mhwa@r mﬁ,
“i ma bors in -ﬁ‘iméwm:é eounty, Haryland, on the 25th of m&a,

L7197« Hy parents followsd the osoupstion of feyming, and both were
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members of the German Beformed Church. 1 received my English and
classical education in the (lades naha#l, in Frederick city, Dickinson
College, and Philadelphia, upder Dr, Ssmuel Helfenstein, of that city.
I resd and studied theology for three yaars;. i was set apart, anpd
golemnly orvdained to the ﬁffiaé of the ﬂhriahiaﬁ winistry, in the fall
of 16820, at a Synodical meeting in ﬂag&ratawn, Maryland. From thenoe;
I proceeded to ﬂhrriﬁburg, Pennaylvunia, whers 1 was sgttled gs paaﬁbr
of the German Beformed charge.

Gl 1 was, parentslly and providentdally, restrainsd from the paths
of vice and immoralitys And as my mother trailned me, from youth

up, in the fear and admonition of the Lord, and insbructed me in the
great principles and duties of religion, 1 was graciously brought to
feel my obligations to Jod at an early age, and my mind wag desply

exercised on the subject of my soul's salvation. These convictions,

nowaver, would sosetimes wear off, and then be renewed again. Hence,

I continved sinning and repenting for a nusber of years, till in the
winter of 1817, when deep and pungent coenvictions luid hold of my
guilty soul. Then, like Job, 'l abhorred myself', - like Ephraim, 'I
bemoansd myself} - with the prodigal, 1 said, 'l will arise, and go

to my fathert, - mné with the publican I eried 'God, b2 weveiful to me,
a slonert, 4and after 'shattering like the swallow!, and 'mourning as

& dove', for three or {our weary months, my poor woe-fraught soul found
redsuption in Emmonuel's bleod, even the fmrgivnnaaﬁ of sins. It was
on Eagter Sabbath, ih the oity of Philadelphia, in the presenee of a
large congregation of aqxship@érs,”that Jogus, ﬁha ‘Sun of Highteousness'
arose, and shome upon my soul, 'with healing in his wings's Truly, that

was the happiest day of my lifel ﬂy-darkneéﬁ‘waa turned into day, and
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my sorrow into joy. Hia‘péupla became lovely and precious in my sight.
His word was my delight, In it I bsheld new beauties and beatitudes.
Sin, that dreadful monster, became more odious and hateful to my a
soul. Zion's welfare lay neir my heart., My bowels yearned for the
salvation of sinmers. I was in travail for my friends and kindred.

1 felt gonstrained to join with 'the Siivit and the bride', and say bo
all, Come, O, come to Jasnai"6

Near the end of his theolegieal training, John Winebrenner, received

‘an invitation from the German Reformed aharga.at Harrisburg, which

consisted of four churches: Harrisburg, Shoop's and Wemrick's in
Dauphin County, and Salem, near Shiremanstown, in Cumbsriand County,
at an annual salary of one thousand dellars. He gongentad to hné
invitation and on Sgptamhar 2L, 1820, he was wrﬁainad'by the General
Synod of his pasﬁarata in Harrisburg on ﬁmnﬁzy,ﬁﬁﬁﬁeber 22, 1820. At
this time, Harrigburg was a country town with a pﬁpnl&ti@n ﬁf‘lass
than four thousand, It bad no canal or railroad. There were only a
few places of business and four ehurches,

a8 W&é&brannar continued his ministry, he faced such eypesibi@n
from his parishoners, They complained that he sometimes attended the
Methodist meetings, and even preached for them at other times. They
accused him of holding toe many prayer meetings and that he allowed
individnals to respord with amens. They also abmplaina& that the

length of his prayer meetings were ‘oo long. The result of this

~opposition was that certain restrictions were layed upon Winebrenner,

such as: He must preach for them only and not for other congregations;
and hereafter not invite so-called unordained minlsters ta'pruaah in
his pulpit; and not hold more than one praysr-meeting & week,; nor keep

6o Oulis Pormey, History of the Ghurches of God, pe« 8.

4
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it wp lm.:w tosn nine ofcleuk at night. Winebrennesr's ra;;ly" to these

'matmﬂiam waey, L will not conment o these arrangesents, for I aw

& free man, preath s froe gospel, aod I will go Wm the Lord calls

Be Lo gm"‘*? The ravival spirit by this time was dominant in hias hewrt.

Pebruary 19, 1822, he bed writtsn to his sinter, statlog: W have

Vfuxy good and pleasant times hersy fron thres to fouwr praysremeciings

in our congregetion such week. And the Lord sosetimes cowes in sacred

nearnsas te owr souls while we sre walting for him. Sinners ars awekensd

and sade to ory for mercys Oh, that God may be with us still, and

delight %o bless -m*&g
it wasn't too long until ons Sundiy woraing, with a large orowd

of people stinding eut on the sidewali, he Tound the deor of the church

logked. Sinow he could mﬁ «x&mﬂr, he snd about one-hali the congregation,

w‘nm mapy othors who mere abttrasted there, proveeded to the kmak of the

5mqwhmm Hivar, two blocks away, aod thers preached bis aarmn.

On Friday, April lith, s seeting of the othur helf of the congregation

was held to decide whether or not thay should kewp Winsbrsaner as p@awr

of their church. They unanimously veied not to retain nim as their.

pastor. Winsbrenner was elue voted out of tie other three churches that

he served. Jagob Myers, s physioian in 1823, demeribes the svents of

the shurceh in 1524 io the following wav. "My wife and I wors comsunicant

meatwre of Winebrenner's chureh, and Winebrsaney shristened our ﬁrm

ehild., At thet time thars was considerable oppositien to Winebrenner

by many here as well as in Haprisburg, whors m:m&mm They said

he was too much of a Hethodist, and depavted from the old lundmarks of

the German Reformed Church. The maamé they said so was beoawss he

hold prayer-meetings, and presched esrnestly, and issisted on %m paople

Ts %p :3%.15&
ﬂ# dem.
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Lo repent and‘smbraae heartfelt r@ligi@ﬁw"9

The year 1825 marked a new ers in the life of John Winebrenner.,

His ministry changed from the pastorate to a revivalist. This year

also marks the time of his withdrawl from the German Reformed Church,
for "various reasons®. Though Winsbrenner states that he withdrew from
the synod in 1825, they say that he did not withdraw, but that they
expelled him in 1828 for two specific reasons, The first reason for
ﬁia:axpulaia# was that he preached aguinst infant baptism. They did
not approve his preaching against such a sacrsd dostrine and felt that
he should be expelled. The second reason is that he was too much of

a revivalist. He was always preaching on regeneratien, whieh was not
necagsary to become a Christian according to some of the RKaformed |
songregation. Dr. Nevin, one of the great leaders in the Reformed
Church, adknowledged that "True serious piety is too often treated with
open and marked scorn. In the bosom of the Chureh itself it is
5tismat1ssd.#s schwaermexei, kopfhasngerei, or miserable, driveling
HMethodism. Experimental religlon in all its forms was eschewed as &
new-fangled invention of cunning impostors hramgh& in to turn the

heads of ﬁhavw9ak and to lead captive ailly women, Fraysr-meetings were
held to be & spiritual abomination. Family worship was a species of
saintly mff@atatinﬁ barely tolersble in the case of ministers { though
many of them gloried rather in having no alter in their houses), but
abgolutsly disgraceiul for common Chrigtians. To show an awakenad
sonoern on the subject of religion, a disposition to call upon God in
daily secret prayer, was t¢ inour certain v&yr@aehpﬂlg During this
pisrod, the Reformed thought that the only requirements for one to become

& Christian were to have been baptised, then cnnfi%med, and aftarward to

?! M, Filﬁ*




page 1k

take Communion once a yeur. Along with this doctrinal balief, all
kinds of éina and vices were pragticed among both the professors and
non-professors, |

With Winebrenner no longer a member of the Synod and no ehurch
in which to preach, he and his followsrs started to hold their own
meetings in private houses, in school nouses, in barns, and any other
location that they could find. Soon there was a need for organisation.

The firat church wag organised in Harrisburg. Its houss of worship
was known as Union Bethel, on Mulberry Street in Harrisburg. Becauss
Winebrenner and his co-labborers wers not orgablsing Reformed churches,
nor lecal churches for any other denomination they were not able to
carry out & famillar formality. Inatead, every step taken was on new
ground, These problems challenged Winebremmer to make a oloser study
of the Word of God,.

One of the problems of this group was to adopt a name for itsslf.
They believed that ﬁibl@'iﬂnﬁitntimna sheuld be anila&'hy Bible names,
and sinse the church was a Bible institution, they twrned to the Bible
itself for a name, 4Again and again they found the %itle, "church of
God®, and no other chureh name, so the new group received its naume.

The next problem that faced them was the need of ohurch officers.
They found in the ﬁiw‘Tsstamant th&tvtha officers of the chureh wers

elders and deacons, so these were sleoted in the organizgation of the

v churchas.

The Dootrinal Distinctives

The main dootrinal distinetive beiween the Branch denominational
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family and the Main denominstional family is that the Reformed Church's
dae%rina‘ﬁ&a more or less Q&lviniatia where as the Churoh of Uod dootrine
is mainly irminian. Winsbrenner said that we have no oreed bubt the
Bible. 'Tharafﬁ:a, the following statements are adhersd to.

8he believes the Bible, or the sanonical books of the Old and
Now Teatament to be the word of Ged, & revelation from God to
man, and the only authoritative rule of faith and practics.

8he believes in one Supreme God, consisting of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, and that these three are co-equal and co~aternal.

She believea in the fall and depravity of man; that is to s@j,
that men by nature is destitute of the favor snd image of God.

She believes in the redemption of man threugh the atonement, or
vicarious sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

She believes in the gLt and office-work of the Hoely Spirit; that
is, in the enlightening, regenerating, and sanctifying influence
and power of the Spirit. '

She balieves in the free, moral agency of mansy that he has moral
ability, because commanded to repent and believe, in order to

be saved; and that the dootrine of unconditional slection and
reprobation, has no foundation in the oragles of God.

She believes that man is justified by faith in Christ, and not
by the works of the law, or by works of his own rightecusness,

She bellieves in the necessity of regeneration or the new birti; .
or, in the chinge of man's moral nature, after the imuge of God,
by the influence and power of the word snd Spirit of Giody through
faith in Christ Josus, ,

She believes in three positive ordinsnces of perpetual standing
in the church, vis., Baptism, Feetwwashing, and the Lord's Supper .

She believes two things essentisl to the velidity of baptism,
vig., faith and immersion; that faith should always preceds

immersion; and that whers either is wanting, thers ean be no
seriptural buptism,

She believes that the ordinance of feetewashing, that is,

the literal washing of the sainte' feet, acoording to the words
and example of Christ, is obligatory upon all Christians, and
ought to be observed by all the churches of God.

She believes that the Lord's Suppsr should be often administored,
ard to be cousistent, to Christians only, in & sitting posture, and
always in the evening. o
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She believes in the institubion of the Lord's day, or Christian
Babbath, as a day of rest and religious worship.

She believes that the reading and preaching of God's word, the
singing of psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, and the offering
up of prayers, are ordained of God, and ought to be regulsrly and
devoutly observed by all the people and churches of God.

She believes in the propristy and utility of holding Tast-duys,
experience mestings, anxious meetings, campmeetings, and other
mpecial meetings of united and protracted efforts for the edification
of the church and the conversion of sinnars.

She belisves that the gospel ministry, Sabbath schools, education,
the religious press, the Bible, missionary, temperance, and all
other benevolent causes, ought to be heartily and liberally
supported.

She believes that the church ought to relieve and take care of her
owi poor salnts, superannvated ministers, widows and orphang,

She believes that the manufacture, traffic, and use of ardent
spirits, as a beverage or common drink, is injurious and immoral ,
and ought to be abandoned,

She baliavés‘mha system or institution of inwoluntary slavﬂky
to be impolitie and unchristian,

Bhe bellieves that all eivil wars are unholy and sinfil, and ,
in which the sainte of the MHowt High ought never to perticipate.

She believes that civil governments are ordained of God for the

general good; that Christians ought to be subject Yo the same in

all things, exgept what is manifestly unseriptural; and that
appesls to the law, out of the church, for Justice, and the adjustments
of eivil rights, are not inconsistent with the prineiples and

duties of the Christisn religion,

She believes in the necessity of & virtueus and holy life,
and that Christ will save those only who obay him.

She believes in the visibility, unity, sanctity, universslity,
and perpetuity of the Church of God.

Bhe believes in the pa#&mnal‘aaming smd reign of Jesus Christ.,

She believes in the reswrrection of the dead, 'bot: of the Just
and the unjust’; that the resurrection of the Just will take place

. 4t the beginning, and the second at the end of the millennium.

She belisves in the creation of new heavens and & new earth.

She balleves in the immortality of the soul; 4in & universal anpd
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eternal judgm§§b; cand in future and everlasting rewards and
punishments, ** '

This was the original dostrinal statement of the early Church of God.
in 1925, the qutrinal statenent was alightly expanded in the following
ways:

We beslisve in the free moral agenoy of man, as opposed ta'his

ungonditional aleoction or reprobation, i.e., that & man mast

accept Jasus as his Bavier, and of his own fres will continue
in the goodness of God to be Wumbered with the elest,

We believe that only thess who have been born again by the word
and Spirit, and who continue to manifest repenmtance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Josus Ghrist, and Lo Live virtuous
and obedient Lives will b® saveds '

We believe in the miraculous conception, the virgin birth, the
vigarious saorifice, the bodily reasurrsction, the triuwmphant
ascension and the second coming of Jesus Christ. We believe in
his &gity»th&t he was, and is, God the Son as well a= the Son of
God «*

The latest doctrinal statewent of the Churches of Jod of Norith
’swaria& has been expandad to even a greater extent and positively shows
the Arminian view point of theology.

Gonoerning the free moral ageney of man the church bslieves: ...,

the possiblility that, having once been saved, he may lapse and fall once
more inte sin from which he was regenerated. Since regeneratlon is

the eguivalent of spiritual birth, and since there is s pessibility
that 4 pewborn infant, or older child or adult can die, so it is
entirely possible that the newborn soul may die. :

Hegeneration does not confer immunity ageinst subsequent lapses

from the faith, It is not a "shot,” or series of imnogulations that
will protect one from future invasion: of spiritusl disease.

They muke it worse by saying:

If & man is free to make the decision to accept Cod's invatation,
he is no less free later in his life, when tesptation confronts him
to abandon his Christian profession to yield to that temptation,
and turn away from God and be lost.

This is in no sense a dootrine of salvation through "works®,

for the initiative is still with God, and the power is His.

But we must constantly exercise our willpower in responding to

His invitation, and in availing ourselves wfgﬂim‘pawur o save,

and to retsin us within the Christian fold. ‘

11s 8.0. Yahn, History of the Churches of God, pp. J00~11%.
12, XM.Q‘ P 112 ,113 »
13. Teachings and Practices of the Churches of Gody p« 33.
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Pinally, they end up with a ridiculous statement explaining the
rwlatianahiﬁ>bmtwann‘ﬁangtiiienti@n and Justificatlion by a&yingg;

*Since men has & dual ﬂharaetar, according to Seripture,

is8.y ho is both a physieal organism and a spiritual being, his
sanotification must proceed in both of those spheres, IHis personality,
or self, is sanctified by an instantaneous act, and he muat continue 3
in this state of ganctification to mkiﬁﬁaiﬁ his state aff&usti§iﬂatioa*

The F@iity Distinctives

The paii@y of the Ohurches of Gvdlis very similar te that of the
Reformed Church, The governing body of ﬁh@“churmﬁ is made up of both
slders and deacons. The responsibility of the elder is to teach,
to ovmréeu, and t@'ba in charge of the tesk of le%ﬁ;gg the flogk in
‘the right ways of the lord. The pastor of the local church is a
teaching sldsr whersan th@vlaymen whe serve as elders work with their
‘pastar'in iaéding pamplﬁ to understand the @hrﬂ of God, to live by
the teachingse thépa&n, and to do what 1is nﬁ&dipl.fmr the healthy
Christian growth of each and every member. Th# responsibility of the
deacon is to see that mothing is neglected that must be done to provide
financial support for its program, including benevolent, miseiangmy,
and educational work beyond its loosl borders. They must see that the
monsy and property of tho church are used in the proper way.

4 eontrast to the Main body (Reformed Church) of the Chureh of Cod
is th& office of “deasoness®. The responsibility of the deaconsss
is a sombination of that of the elder and deaeom, with spscial ramyonaibiiity
for thgnnaada of the women of the chureh.

Both ﬁh& aiﬂér;:and the deacons make up the ahuﬁah‘ewunaila The
aaunoii'a responsibility is to plan ihe church's work and to work the

plans that are made, so that all contributes to ths edification of the Church.
1he Ibid, p. 3hs
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The spiritual qualifications of the slders are found in I Timothy 3:1-7
and Titue 117-9, A summary of these gualifigations are famrfelﬁm
Christien example, & life that has been proved worthy of respect, a
knowledge of the Word of God, and the ability to teasn an§7influanea
others to live the Christian life. The splritual qualificsations of the
deacons are found in I Timothy 3:8«13. ﬂhriaﬁian character and stability
are jJust as necessary for descons as for elders. They too must live
that life which will exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.

The other governmental positions in the Churches of God are superin-
tendents and teachers inm the Sunday School, trustess and heads 0£
various church auxiliaries whose work is like that of dgagons, and
no less important. The spiritual qualifications of these officers are
primarily the sgma as those of the elders and the deacons.

In the aﬁrly days of the Churches of God in North America, there

- was little or ne need for any organisatlon beyond the local whureh, but

with the astﬁblishmagt of mors and mors nhurehaa, anvwringla wider and
wider arﬁa, soon led to ﬁha‘furmﬂtian of eldsrshipa. These el&arahiﬁ&,
in the begining, were made up striotly of elders -~ the m;ﬂistews or
tesaching elders, and the ruling elders chosan @w repregent the wvarious
churches or cirouits. _

The qualification of any member of iha @idafahi@s is thus: :tha
membar must be & committed Christian who sees the Church as God's
pecpls who belong togsther for mutual upbuiléing and servics to esch
other as they serve the one Lord of the whole Church. BSome of the
aceomplishments of the eldership have busn proteetlon against &Lyis&vanﬂag
and against m&ﬁiaﬁexi&l,miaumnduat, development of church camps amd

churel homes, and tﬁa safeguarding of property interests by incorporating
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80 as to héva the legkl stetus to held property in trust for the churehaa.‘
The ﬁ@nﬁraklﬁld&rshiy which was formed in 184% under the leadership

of John Winebrenner at present mects once in three years, Minigterial

lay, and youth deligates are chosen by the varlous annual alderabips.

Bach eldership is entitled to & delegation the size of which is determinad

by the total number of members in all its churches.
The Ordination requirements

Aption was taken in 1950 at the General Eldership that by the

year 1959 one would have his oollege work finished and by 1962 all

men for ordination should have their Seminary work before ordination.

Any person wiwo is called of the Lord to preach who is too old to
start the collegs and Seminury work is asked to tske a course of
studies which has been designed by the Board of Education of the
Qeneral Eldership. The local Bosrds of Zlderahips are tie sdministrators
or kExaminers on the dourse given. Hach man is assked to complste ab
least four courses & year. There are U8 different sssignments made
from the following main headings:

1. The Bible

2. Theology and doctrine

3. History and Sociology

ks The Teaehing work of the chursh

5. The minister

The Evaluation of the Churches of God of Horth america

in my evaluation of the Church's doctrine there are cerlain points

with which I disagree, They arse:
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sesesthat a man must aceept Jesus az his Savior, and of his

owr frse will continua in the goodness of Qod to be numbered

among tine elect.”

They cannot understand that though Ood gives man the
raspongibility of accepting CGhrist as his personal Suvier,
He has also "chosen us in him before the Foundation of the
world® (&phs lsl), They only see man's responsibility and
migs completely the sovereignty of God. "éh“, but they say,
"Where in the Bibls does it tell us that we have been chosen
to salvationdn ;égain, one m&ét raailize that Sod ﬁoﬁ only
ahaenes.ﬁha “ahﬁ“, but also the "medans to the end", e

nave been chosen in him before the foundation of the world,

 "that we sbould be holy and without blame before him in lova®

(Bph. 1lilb). How san anyone be holy and without blame befors
him in 1¢?é if thay have pever explerenced a rsal crisls with
Ohrist? Without Ghrist as Savior it is iﬁpaaaiblw to be holy
and blameless befors him in love; therefore, if onz is to
be holy and blamsless, he must first bs saved. Likewise,
if G@ﬁ.ham chogen us in him before the foundation of the world
to be holy, He alao must have ehosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world to be aa&ads

#@ﬁ haa.an sod for us. He alwo has the mesns towsrd
the end., To exclude one (the end) or the other (the means)

is to misunderstand and misinterpret the sovereigniy of God.

The second point of doetrine with whieh I disagree is "sinoe

man has a dual charaster, weccordimg to Seripture .... his
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sanotification must proceed in both of those spheres. His

‘personality, or self, is sanctified by an ingtantansous act,

ama«ha mugt continue in this state of samattfiw&tiqn

to maintain his state of justification.®

To think that God justifies a‘m&m and then hopes inat ha
kveps himsell in that stute by keeping himself sanetified, is
ridieulous,

Apcording te Bph. 1313, when we bslieved (acrist tense
showing & enes for all actien) in Christ as our Savier, we
wore peuled (aorist tense showing a once for all action) by
the Holy Spirit. How long does this sealing of the Spirit
lapt? The sealing of the Spirit, according to Eph. 1:1i lasts
until ﬁha day of redsupbion, "until thess gorrupiible bodies
will put on incorruption and these mortal bodies will pat on
lemortaliity®. {i Cor. 15:54). Alwo, in Bph. 4130 we read that
the Ghriati&m s sealed by the Spirit unto the day of redemption.
“"But don't we have to keep ourselves sanaiifi@a, if we are
going to remain justified®, asks someone. Nol Jude 1 tells
us that we are sanctified by God the Futher, and preserved
(better translated "kKept") in Jesus Christ. The word Fpreserved?
is in the Oresk perfedt tense whiaﬁ ahows an action that
took place in the past with the result continuing in the
pregent. Ve were kepl in Jesus Chrigt by the Fa%har when
we received Cheist as our Savier, and the result is continuing.
Day by day, God is keeping us in our Lord Jesus Ohrist.

#8 wonderful as this may be, God doesn't stop here, for
one of thﬁae days our Lord will present us faultless before

the presence of his glory with excesding joy,
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i believe that the polity of the ehurch is very good with s
possible axaéptian of the Eldership., I ocan ses the naéesaity of an
eldership, but if it is not made wp of real men of God who love the Lord
and who will do everytihing in their power to feed the flock, then
it can be a hinderance ratier than & blessing. Power for the Lord is
good, but if it is used for one's own means 1t Is dungerous. 1 don't
know from first hand expierence, but several men of God in the local
ehurch have informed me that the Kldership dees not appreciate Bible
teachers mainly because most Bible teaghers tesch the doctrine of
eternal security. If this bu true, they shall receive their rewsrd in
the snd, but I bslisve that this is eertéin "quenching of the SZpirit
of God®. |

Concerning the ordination requirements of the Church of Cod
mimist@ré, i wasn't able to get any detalled information, but frem the
information that I have reeeived, I did not aee anything econcerning
the Christian expierence. Becuuse of the lack of detedl I will not
mention too muenh abeut the ordination requirementa, but L certainly do
hope that the candidate is asked to give a feriptural basiﬁ-ﬁar his salvation,

Thers is one mmfa thing that I would like to mention in this
evaluation, and that has to do with the “washing of the ssints feet®,
This ordinance has been practiced since the founding of the Churches
of Gods 1 kuow that Jegus washed the diaﬁiélms' feat, but I do not
believe that He intended the aset to be continued inte the chursh age for
various reasons. First of all, aftser the John 13 account of the “waghing®
thers is no mors mention of it. Jlaul, Johnm, Jawes, Peter, Jude, and
tha writer of the book of Acts (Luke) mention nothing about wabhing of

the saints feet, except in I Timothy 5:10 where it speaks of widows,
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These widows wre to have cortals gualificstlions %o be “put on '&m Limt®
of the shurch. One yualification iz that they ars o be ovar 60 yuare
of ages anether is bhat they have washed the ifeet of saluts which shows
both & {uliilling of an Urientsl amw showing hospltaiity, and pecvndly,
it demonstrated ber humility. Hothing Lo sald sbout the widow dolng
it beoasuse Ohriszt comsanded it.

Seoondly, the ordivenoe is held during the commuuion service. Tods
#lso is excluded from the L Oors 1102334 passsge that dusly with the
order at the Lord's tuble. I balieve that the washing of the saints |
foet is lite suying the Lord's prayers Ohrist hed & purposs behlod both,
but that purposs wes not for the Ciwrlstiun 0 curry oo an Urienbal

cuslon or Lo rapeat & prayer that wes never meant to be repessdted.
History of ihe Loeal Churoh

The congregatlion known as the First Churoh of God hed its ordgin

in 1516 onder the ministry of Rev, Johm illiott, an Hnglis

was & paformad Methodlizt, but his susgregstion wes sog-denominet:
Thwe ariginal pwﬁmw of rwmw" tade eougregation Lo sob known today.

Hav. John Blliott presched in ths OLd Friends mavtlny buuss Jop
several yesrs. AL dencadvations sbiended bis sesting asd soop
decided to ervet & bullding of their owne 4 lot was pirohased wun
Chestoat Streel betwoen Duve and uess Stravts. The bullding wes oreoted
and was Epown ag the Undon (hurob.

in the Intslligancer of Nay 7, 1522, the following nots was published.
#The bullding recently srectud in the oty by Christiins of all dspominstions
with Divine permission, will be dédiouted to the publia ww&w of
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Almighty God on the second Sabbath of this month. Services in Englieh
;pd German languags®.

: Another note was published in the Intslligencer of Mareh 23, 1824
stating: “The subseriber's to the Union school house and Chureh of all
Christian ﬁwnwminatiens (mers generall known by the mame of Mr. Ylliott's
Church)} afe requested to attend a meeting to bs held at the chursh on
Wednesday next, at three §'clock in the afterncon, on business of importance.”

Rev. John Elliott remalned free from &ll denominstions until the
year 1828 when he bacame imbim&he with John Winebrennsr.

Winebrenner was heolding revival meetings that yesr bear Lancaster,
and many members of Elliott's eamgrag&%iéﬁ went Yo hesr him. Hany
gould were won to Christ and were added to the church.

HMr., Elliott met with the first six ministers in Harrisburg, fennsylvania,
who assembled to organize the Hust Pemnsylvanla Eldership of the Chureh
of (God in October 1830, He likewise attended the next yearly meeting
of the Eldership whieh was held in Lancaster. It was during thls meeting
that Rev. John Elliott had & differsnce of views which resulted in
his separating from the Eldersiip.He soon left Lancaster, and the shurch
until 1841 was ministersd to by preachers of several denominations
being the United Brethren, Reformed, M&th@éiat, and Baptist. The congregation
reorganized in 1841 and came direetly into affilistion with the denomination
known as the First Church of CGed in North Americs, and it was also
determined to build a new and larger house of worship. Up to that time
the congregation had worshipped in the "Old White Meeting House® on
East Chestnut Street opposite the P.E.R. passanger statlon,

In 18kY, & plet of ground at W, Orange and Prince Streets was
purchased for $1500.00 and on the 12th of August 1841 the conerstone

was laid and provided seating space for ghout 800 perscns.
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Out of the First Bsthel of the Church of Ged in Laneaster, another
songregation had branched krown as the Secend Church. There ware 30
or more who left the ehurch on the corner of Frinee and ﬂr&ﬁga Streets
to sturt the Second Church,. Several men served in this oburch, but in
later yesrs the El&ar&ﬁi@ sent Paul Weaver to minister in the ohurch,
but tney would not accept himp: The church clossd in 1931+ At that time
there were approxinately 50 members of the church with an average Sugday
School attendance of 100, "

The pastors at the gorner of Frince and Orange and wore rsoently
at Charlotte and Chestout Streets are: H.L.Soule 1866-67; J.C.Owens 1667-8;
Ggﬁ;éhrgﬁy 1868~70; Q. Price 1870~71; J. Hunter 1873-76; J, Haifleigh 187476y
G.W.Seilhaner 1876~78; D.adl.Laverty 1876-81; O.W.Seilhamer 1881-85;
G Price 1885-88; J.H, Zeterline 18808.9L; M.H. ?@e&& Iﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁs
G, W. Jete 1895-98; J.W.Deshong 1898-1915; G.H« Hoverter 1915~30;
WeRs Yates 1930-33; H.F. Yodsr 1933-45; CuH. Lefevor 1945535 J.E. Lewis 1953 =we-

- The bullding at Charlotte and Chestnut Streets was built under

the pastorate of Kev. Heorge Hoverter. The cost ﬁf the gorner lok
was #30,000% The building is 55 by 127 feet, being sligntly wider for
the Sunday School d&parﬁgﬁmﬁsy $r. Walter Zook, s member of the church
ﬁaﬁ ﬁhw‘gaﬂa?&tggam@mngﬁaxg He kept the cost of the structure at a
minimum low of §133,000, the furnishings amounted to $27,000. A two
manual pipe orgun was installed whioch was completely rebullt with
additionsl stops in 1957. The sstimated value of the orgen at this time
18§48 ,000, |

Due to the great demands for parking fuecilitises the Dr. Klemmar
property next to the play ground was purchased. The two houses ab the

roar of the Elemmar property facing Harion Etraatrwﬁr@ diswantled, &
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parish house for recreation, ete. was constructed frém the other two
houges, but soon it also was dismantled to make roem for parking facilities
fur‘ﬁs.aars¢ The front of the Klemmar property was sold.

At the annnal Congregational meeting of August 6, 1958, the congregation
voted to purchase the duplex homes immediately South of the church for
the purposs of ereeting & two story building for Christiun Education
purposes. The exterior of the a&ditigﬂ‘will be simplified Gothic, of
stons with cast stone trim to natch and blend with the pfasmnt chureh
and Sunday School facade with large aluminum windows. The building
will be of fire resistant comstruction so designed thal an additional
story may be added in the lutwrs. Enclosed stair towers ars provided
at opposite cormers for g@naqal'uae and emergency éxits. 4 cement walk
will be provided frou Charlotts Street to ths parﬁing lot.

 Zach departiment will ba provided with adeguste deat racks with supply
nmpb@ard&.&hpv@,ghalk 8ﬁarda and cork pin wp strips and servise boxes
to corridors so that the roll and collsction can be p;aﬁ@d:ﬁ@ without

disturbing the classes. Toilet faeilities will be pfwviﬁéd on.each floer.

 Bome éapartﬁﬁnﬁs‘havﬁ falﬁimg“; sound desdening partitioﬂs»tm‘prmviaﬁ

separate class wﬁcms; :

The basement plan: The prassent Sunday School will be altered for
the young adults, oraddle roll, and kindergarten. In %ha,ﬁﬁw basamant
will be the Todlers, Jumiﬁra‘ana ?t&mﬁé§; ;Th§ Ffim&ry:rnam-ﬂill be
vsed also for Junior ﬂﬁureﬁ servioes.

First Floor plan: The present Mais Sunday Sohool will be albered
to prmvi&é,a Fastor's s@ﬁéy and amunwiling room, and & Future Assistant
Pastords study. On the first floor will be Nursery, Intermediates,

Semiors and Young People. Ihe Young People's room will be used for
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shurch council meatings also.

i financial eampaign under the direction of Charlses Baile and
William Fordney has bosn organiged to provide money to purchase the
duplex homes and at lesst 25% of the building cost. 'The sstimated cost
of thé construction will be $143,000. The cost of the property §36,000.
The time for the construction cannot at this time be determined due
to a sales agreement to allow an sldeérly gentlsman to use the first

house for his home as long &s he lives.
Doctrinal and rolity distinetlives

Both the doctrine and the polity (shurch govermment) of our local
Church of God adheres to that of the denomination in mo-% of its points,
though there are & few varlations,

Qoncerning the doctrinal position sf the local church, we have
srminians, Calvinists, and those who don't know. The biggest squabble
in doctrine concerns the docirine of Eternal Security+ This has always
been a problem in the ehureh.

The only polity distinctive is that we do mot bave “de&emnxﬁﬁma?.
We had desconesses for a pierod of two years, but for some rsasen they

stopped it.
Ordination Reguirements

The ordination requirsments are the sawe as those mentionsd in

the denomination. There are no chunges in the requirements.
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The Church Constitution and its evaulation

The Censtitution and By-laws of the First Church of God (local)
for the greater part are very good, but there are two main issues
that 1 believe would be better had they besn changed.

The first mattsr has to do with Tenure of office for the elders
and the deasons. According to the oonstitution "the slders and deacons
shall ﬁald office for a tera of two years; one~half of their number

to be elected annually™s ( pa 4 )» The disadvantuge of this statement
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has been proved over and over agaln at ouwr chureh. Hen have basn
alected for a4 two yesr pierod and then another two year pierod and
then another and another until some have been on the council for a

piered up Yo 25 years. Now this might not be too bad if you are

fortunate enough to get & pood man, but that does not always happen.

1 believe that it would be much baﬁtﬁr if there would be a greater
aircu;atian of p@rsqanll on the councll ovar the plerod of yesrs.

To garry out this mﬁ%tar the elders and the desicons could be elected
for a plerod of 3 years. They eould becelected for 2 terms making a
pierod of 6 years, and then they would have to be off ahw»ymar.

After this yeur of wvucation they could be reelected for amaﬁh&r'ﬁ&nxaﬁ
of 3 years. By using this methed the paréﬁuéil would be constantly
changing 4and new blood would be brought inte the council.

The second matter has bto do with Nominating. We now pominsts
candidates at the congreputional meetling from the floor, The disadvantage
of this method of election is that many people come to the msetings
and then look arcund the room to see who was thers and then they
noninate them, It usuwally turns out to be the same ones who have
been 1n office for the past 5 or 10 years, whille young ability sits
around the roem with little or ne opportunity to be elected to offica.
It is all too easy to say to onmself, "he's been in offies for a long time
and hasn't done too badly, why not re-sleect him?¥ I believe that this
dia&dVanbage.ceuiﬁaﬁﬁ avoided if thers would be u mominuting committee,
thut w#ﬁl& gelect and scraen candidates fmr;namimaﬁ&mn" Then it would
present these candidutes on & printed ballet to tha asongregition,
leaving space on the ballot for other numes to be added if it's the

congregstion's wish. This would also take up much lees time, then
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locking around the room hoping to find soseons that will fili the bill,
I am certainly glad that the basie qualifiaatiu# far‘mmmhﬁrﬁaip
in the local Church of God is stated in the Constitution, for . agree
with it L00%. "all persons who have given satisfactory evidence of
having been born again through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ are

eligible for membership in the shureh™. (p. 1)«
The Financial Progrem

Bach member of the church is to give regular systemstlc
contributions, The pledge-envelops system is used Ly our anuxﬁh for
this purpeose and it has met with muoch succaes.

Another provision of the finmancial program is adaguate pastoral
support. Zach pastor that is giving full time to the wafk shoutd
raceive nnﬁ 1@aa than §3500 per annum, DPArsonage, Garags, ﬁtilitiaa;
traveling expenses.

A third provisien of the finaneial prégram is to contribute
a ststed amount to the budget of the loecal and the General rldership
in full. Each phaae of the Jeneral Kldership budget is te recelve ihﬁ
full quote and not to be considered paid in full unless this is doue.

“The unified cooperative budget of the General Eldersiilp, feor apportion-
ment among the local ﬁiﬁarsh&pa, shall be $165,000, nade uy as follows:
Hissions, $69,000; College @hﬂ,ﬁﬂﬁ; Sominary, §25,000; Becond Cenbtury
Advanee, 412,000; Retirement, $B,500; Fublishing House, i 0003
Contingent, ;0003 C.8.¥sks (Church of God Yonth Association),
$25003 Historian, $2,000; Christian Bducstlon, 42,000, 15

The financial stending of the chureh is put in the bulletin

each month, giving the summary of each fund, Also, throughout

15. Qenersl Eldership Oosis and Frogedurss, ps 10.
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the year, the pastor brings messages on stewsrdsaip. Finally, on
Anniversary Day, which eomes in May, omxr strongest stewardship appeal
is made. In thls muanner, both the priviledge and duty of stewardsaip
are eobtinmﬁlly brought beiore tue congregation,

in the history of the loeal ehmrch i mentionsd thut there was
a financial cawpalgn to meet the expenses of the new building that we
hope to construet in the neur future., Throughout the following pages

there will be material on thisg cuampaign.
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The Missionary iregram and Budgst of the Church

Our local church believes that the Gospel is designed for all
nations and is therefore obligated to make it known among all the
peoples of the earth. They belisve that the work of missions and
evangelism is alike in that its aim is to lead people to Chriast
- and then go-~operate in egtablishing churches to extend the Kingdom
of God. Therefore, the church has several goals in the missions
prograi.

1. One goal is to work as & missionary unit or have an active

Hissionary Sosisty. |
2, There are certain observanoss of designated "prayer days".
&, Men and iissions Sunday, third Sunday in Ostober.

b. World Day of Prayer for Missions, first Friday in
Lenten period.

¢, Day of Prayer and Eacrifieial ining for Missions, the
fourth Sunday in April.

3» The chureh also encourages promising young pecple to consider
the Mission Field as their life work by writing letters to
some of the missionaries in the Young Peoples Group. |

The missionaries which we support from the local church are

Miss Mary Hershey, {iss Rhoda Kauffman and Miss Lois Habecker. All
three of the missionaries are working in Khénjanpur, Bast Fakistan.

Letters from two of the missionaries that the church supports

will be found on the following pages, along with the finaneial program

for Missions.
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