
CONOY INDIAN TOWN AND
PETER BEZAILLION

By DAVID H. LANDIS

INTRODUCTORY

THE general subjects of this paper properly include the follow-
ing captions : The Conoys or Ganowese, and Conoy Indian

Town ; The Indian Trade ; Peter Bezaillion; Early Routes to Cones-
toga ; "Old Peter's Road," and The Martha Bezaillion Grant.

There is so much material to be found on these subjects that
it will not be an easy matter to confine ourselves within necessary
limits. With many incidents of this formative period there fre-
quently occur problems in connection with names and places in the
early documents and maps, which are difficult to solve ; and to add
to this confusion, while some historians and cartographers have,
from time to time, done much toward establishing the accuracy of
history, others have drawn erroneous conclusions. It will be our
aim in this article to establish, as nearly as possible, the truthful-
ness of statements to which reference will be made.

THE CONOYS OR GANOWESE AND CONOY INDIAN TOWN

The late Dr. S. S. Haldeman, one of the most eminent men who
stated that the Conoy Indians were located at this place, was born
on the old Haldeman estate at Locust Grove, Lancaster county, Pa.1
He took quite an interest in our local Indian history, and was our
earliest collector of Indian curios. His collection was bequeathed
to the Academy of Natural Sciences, 19th and Race streets, Phila-
delphia, Pa.

There seems to be quite a difference of opinion found in old
records as to when this tribe of Indians left their former town
along the Potomac and when they arrived here. Without dwelling

( The Wilderness Trail, by Charles A. Hanna, New York, 1911, Vol. 1,
p. 42.



on the discussion of this subject, I will give my conclusions as
briefly as possible.

The Indians of this territory were generally grouped into two
grand divisions : The Iroquois and the Algonquins. These were
natural enemies, although frequently tribes of their own kin were
at war with one another.

The Susquehannocks, 2 later known as the Conestogas, were of
Iroquoian linguistic stock, yet they were at war with the Iroquois
when Captain John Smith first met them at the mouth of the Sus-
quehanna in 1608, and were their enemies until they were con-
quered by the Cayugas and Onondagas, two Iroquoian tribes, in
1675.3

When settlement began in Lancaster county, in 1710, the Al-
gonquin tribes here were the Delawares, Shawanese, Conoys and
Nanticokes. All the tribes of this territory had been conquered
by the Susquehannocks at an early period, and were tributary to
them ; but after the Susquehannocks were conquered, all were tribu-
tary to the Iroquois, or Five Nations, then located in what is now
southern New York State.4

The Indians located along the Conoy creek were generally
known, while here, as Conoys or Ganowese ; but, as with all these
early tribes, there was much confusion in their names. This was
due to their different Indian names, and the different names given
them by the Dutch, Swedish, French and English Indian traders.
Then, also, as they migrated from one location to another, they usu-
ally were given the names of the streams along which they settled.
This was illustrated by the remnant of the Susquehannocks ; after
they moved from their old forts along the Susquehanna to the Con-
estoga creek, they were referred to as the Indians of Conestoga,
and finally as the Conestoga Indians.(5)

This also was the case with the Conoys. While they lived

2 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 14,
pp. 81-117; also I. D. Rupp's "History of Northumberland, Huntingdon, Muffin,
Centre, Union, Columbia, Juniata and Clinton Counties," Lancaster, Pa.,
1847, p. 14.

3 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 107.
4 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 135.
5 The History of Pennsylvania, by Robert Proud, Philadelphia, 1797, Vol.

1, pp. 431-432.



along the Piscataway creek, in Maryland, they were known as the
Piscataways, and when they located along the Conoy creek they
were known as Conoy Indians.

The Conoys were of Algonquin stock and related to the Dela-
wares, but their closest relations were the Nanticokes, with whom,
in more recent times, they became one tribe.° It is also of interest
to know that their language was similar to that of Powhatan, and
that during John Smith's time (1608) they were of the same Al-
gonquin kin as Pocahontas, with whose romance we are all familiar.?

Heckewelder believed them to be identical with the Kanawa,
a large tribe whose remains repose in the many burial mounds
along the Kanawa valley, near Charleston, West Virginia. (8) He
gives the name such variations as Canais, Conais, Conois, Cananays,
Kanhawas, Canawese and Ganawese. (9) The name Kanawa, which was
at times applied to them while located in Maryland, and the name
Ganaways, which they were at times known by here, are difficult
to explain in any other way than by Heckewelder's conclusions.

At an early period they were located near the mouth of Pis-
cataway creek along the Potomac river, and they were then gen-
erally known as Piscataways.

In 1634, Lord Baltimore's colonists in Maryland established a
mission among them. 10 The Jesuit Father, Andrew White, 11 who
was one of a few Roman Catholic priests (12)  selected by Lord Balti-
more to establish a colony, and who was at this mission, gives us

Handbook of American Indians, Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of
American Ethnology, Bulletin 30, Washington, D. C., 1907, Vol. 2, p. 339.

7 Handbook of American Indians, Vol. 1, pp. 269-299; Vol. 2, p. 339; also
"Events in Indian History" compiled by I. D. Rupp, Lancaster, Pa., 1841,
chapter 4.

History, Manners and Customs of the Indian Nations, by Rev. John
Heckewelder. Memoirs of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Vol. 12,
p. 13. Philadelphia, 1876.

9 Hanna, Vol. 2, p. 120.
1° A Relation of Maryland, reprinted from the London Edition of 1635,

Joseph Sabin, New York, 1865. Map 1634.
(( Old Virginia and Her Neighbors, by John Fiske, Cambridge, 1900, Vol.

1, p. 260.
(2 Narrative of a Voyage to Maryland, by the Jesuit Father Andrew

White, April, 1634. Maryland Historical Society, Fund Publication No. 7,
Baltimore, February, 1874, p. 117.



a description of this tribe as they appeared in their primitive con-
dition at that early period, 1634.12A

A DETAILED DESCRIPTION

"The natives are very tall and well proportioned," Father
White says, and "their skin is naturally rather dark, and they make
it uglier by staining it, generally with red paint mixed with oil to
keep off mosquitoes, thinking more of their comfort than of their
appearances. They disfigure their countenances with other colors,
too, painting them in various and truly hideous and frightful ways,
either a dark blue above the nose and red below, or the reverse.
And as most all of them live to extreme old age, without having
beards, they counterfeit them with paint, by drawing lines of
various colors from the extremities of the lips to the ears. They
generally have black hair which they carry around in a knot to
the left ear and fasten with a band, adding some ornament which
is in estimation among them. Some of them wear on their fore-
heads the figure of a fish, made of copper. They adorn their necks
with glass beads strung on threads like a necklace, though these
beads are getting to be less valued among them and less useful for
trade.

"They are clothed for the most part in deer skins, or some
similar kind of covering, which hang down behind, like a cloak.
They wear aprons around the middle and leave the rest of the body
naked. The young boys and girls go about with nothing on them.
The soles of their feet are hard as horn, and they tread on thorns
and briers without being hurt.

"Their weapons are bows, with arrows three feet long, tipped
with stag horn or white flint sharpened at the end. They shoot
these with such skill that they can stand off and hit a sparrow in
the middle; and, in order to become expert in practice, they throw
a spear in the air and hit it with an arrow before it falls ; but as
they do not string their bow very tight, they cannot hit a mark at
a great distance. They live by means of these weapons, and go out
every day through the fields and woods to hunt squirrels, partridges,
turkeys and wild animals. There is an abundance of all these.

12- A White, pp. 38, 39, 42.



"They live in homes built in an oblong, oval shape. Light is
admitted through the roof, by a window a foot and a half long.
This also serves to carry off the smoke, for they kindle the fire in
the middle of the floor and sleep around the fire. Their chiefs,
however, have private apartments, as it were, of their own, and
beds made by driving four posts in the ground and arranging poles
horizontally above them.

"They live for the most part on a kind of paste which they call
pone, and omini, both of which are made of Indian corn, and some-
times they add fish, or what they have procured by hunting and
fowling. They are especially careful to refrain from wine and
warm drinks and are not easily persuaded to taste them, except
some whom the English have corrupted by their own vice.

"With respect to chastity, I confess I have not yet observed in
man or woman any act which even savored of levity, yet they are
daily with us and among us and take pleasure in our society. They
run to us of their own accord with a cheerful expression on their
faces and offer us what they have taken in hunting or fishing.
Sometimes also they bring us food and oysters, boiled or roasted.

"They marry several wives, yet they keep inviolate their con-
jugal faith. The women present a sober and modest appearance.

"They cherish generous feelings toward all and make a return
for whatever kindness is shown them. They resolve upon nothing
rashly or while influenced by a sudden impulse of the mind, but
they act deliberately; therefore, when anything of importance is
proposed at any time, they think it over for a while in silence, then
they speak briefly for or against it. They are very tenacious of
their purpose, and though they cannot write, yet they retain every-
thing said in their councils with all the nations with which they
treat, and preserve it as carefully in their memories as if it were
committed in our method to writing.(13)  They are possessed with
wonderful longing for civilized intercourse with us, and for Euro-
pean garments, which they can secure only by their exchange with
the traders for beavers, but every one cannot get a beaver by
hunting.

(3 History of Lancaster County, Pa., by I. Daniel Rupp, Lancaster, Pa.,
1844, p. 158.



"They acknowledge one God of Heaven ; they also worship corn
and fire. But they strive in every way to appease a certain imag-
inary spirit, which they call Ochre that he may not hurt them.
They seem to have some knowledge of a flood by which the world
was once destroyed, on account of the wickedness of mankind."

The Conoys were not as war-like a tribe as the Susquehan-
nocks. At a council held at Philadelphia, 1769, the Conoy chief
said, in speaking of the friendship of the Conoys and the Nanti-
cokes, "Never yet, since the beginning of the world, have we pulled
one scalp nor even one hair from your head."14

Doubtless only a portion of this tribe left Maryland, and they
do not appear to have migrated to the Conoy creek on one con-
tinuous journey.

Rupp states : "The Piscatawise or Ganawese Indians removed
nearer to the Susquehannock Indians (along the Potomac) before
1698."15

According to Streeter, there had been a band of Susquehan-
nock Indians who lived along the Potomac, and who were never
conquered by the Iroquois. (16) They numbered, July 1, 1799, not
over 100 men, women and children. 17 They finally located on the
James river and were massacred by the Virginians.

In connection with these Susquehannocks, during 1707, the
Ganowese Indians,(18)  at their town above Conestoga, told Governor
Evans, of Pennsylvania, that their tribe had been at peace with,
and tributary to, the Five Nations, for 27 years ; but because of
their town along the Potomac being made a stopping place by them
on their southern expeditions they were constantly afraid that the
governor of Virginia would send an armed force against them.(19)
For this and other reasons the Conoys desired to remove higher
up the river, and in 1704 they were given permission by William

(4 A History of the Indian Villages and Place Names, by Dr. George P.
Donehoo, Harrisburg, 1928, p. 46.

(5 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 36; Proud, Vol. 1, p. 36.
(6 The Historical Magazine, Boston, Mass., March, 1857, Vol. 1, pp. 65-73.
17 From Logan Papers and Other Old Documents. In the Pennsylvania

Historical Society Rooms, Philadelphia, copied by Albert Cook Myers, for our
discussion of Lancaster County Indian Items, by mail during 1920.

(8 Hanna, Vol. 1, note 135.
(9 Donehoo. D. 46.



Penn to move into his Province at the head waters of the Potomac,(20)
yet Graffenried tells us he saw them on the Maryland side of the
Potomac in 1711.21

It is not likely that the Conoys made their migration from
Maryland on one continuous trip ; doubtless they gradually moved
upward along the Susquehanna river, locating at one place for a
time, then moving on as European settlers encroached upon them.

April 11, 1743, the Conoy Indians told Thomas Cookson, 22 (the
chief burgess of Lancaster, 1744), that when they first came into
Pennsylvania from their island on the Potomac, (where they had
gone from Piscataway creek) in William Penn's time (after the
treaty of 1701) , they built a town at Conejohela ; and that, later,
they removed farther up the Susquehanna to what was (in 1743)
called Conoytown.(23)

Conejohela was what is to-day Long Level, York county, Pa.,
where, in 1731, Thomas Cresap, a notorious Marylander, defied
Penn's government. Proud 24 tells us there were already Indians
living on the west side of the Susquehanna (at Long Level) before
1701 and we know the Susquehannocks lived there long before that
period.25

When the survey was made of the manor of Springettsbury in
1722, the Indian town of Conejohela was occupied by Conoys, Con-
estogas and Shawanese.(26)  I have found these mixtures to be the
case generally with our more recent Indian towns here. Although
the largest Delaware settlement was then along the Brandywine,
we find some Delaware families in these towns here also. 27 In
the certificate given by John Penn to Christian Hershey, 1764, for
the protection of Michael and Mary, two Delaware Indians in War-

2° Proud, Vol. 1, p. 428.
2( Handbook of American Indians, Vol. 1, p. 339.
22 papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 4,

p. 144.
23 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 151.

24Proud, Vol. 1, p. 430.
25 D. H. Landis, Catalogue and Collection of Indian Curios.
26 History of York County, Pennsylvania, by I. Daniel Rupp, Lancaster,

Pa., 1845, p. 543.
27 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 105.



wick township, it is stated that they formerly lived with other
Indians in Conestoga Manor.28

During the 1722 period, when the Conoys were at Conejohela,
they were located on the Bert Liebhart (Dritt) property, as shown
by documentary evidence and the type of articles found there, al-
though doubtless this also was an old Susquehannock Indian site.(29)

When Penn's colonial secretary, James Logan, visited the In-
dian towns here during October, 1705, he stated, "his retinue had
made a journey to the Canawese (Conoys) , settled some miles
above Conestoga (Conestoga Indian Town), at a place called

Connejaghera."(30) We believe this name is only a mispronounced Cone-
johela; and we also believe that Logan did not ford the Susque-
hanna (at this point about two miles wide) and go to the Long
Level section, as most likely he would have mentioned it.

As we know by the Indian and Indian trader articles found at
Conojohela, the Indians of that early period were located on both
sides of the Susquehanna and on the adjacent islands as well.(31)
The name Conojohela had been applied to both sides of the river
in that vicinity. James Hendricks, an Indian trader of that period,
states that Conojohela was on both sides of the Susquehanna.(32)

In 1707, when Governor Evans visited the Indian towns here,
he states he visited Decanoga, which was nine miles beyond

Pequehan.(33) As that distance would reach Columbia from the Shawa-
nee town, Pequehan location, at the "Old Indian Fields" site,(34)
along the north shore of the Conestoga creek north of Safe Harbor,
my opinion is that Decanoga was the Indian town at Columbia.(35)

It would be either the Washington Boro Indian site, where
Martin Chartier died in 1718 and was succeeded by his son, Peter

28 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 34,
p. 219.

29 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 14,
p. 106.

30Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 40.
3( Landis.
32 Logan Papers.
33 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 45.
34 Logan Papers.
39 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 23,

pp. 69-77.



Chartier, or the one at Columbia. After a careful study (36) we can
find no proof of an Indian town on any old drafts or documents of
the Washington Boro site before Martin Chartier located there
about 1716, 37 although this place was doubtless occupied by the
Susquehannocks prior to official records.(38)

All the old drafts and documents display the Shawanee
town(39)  at Columbia,(40) which was doubtless also a mixed town at
that time of all the local tribes and was where they met both Gov-
ernor Evans and Secretary Logan.41 Day states Decanoga was
located at this Conoy town, which is unquestionably an error.42

It is also a little confusing when we find that the Columbia
site was called a Shawanee town, as Pequehan was also a Shawanee
town. The explanation is that they were both occupied by Shaw-
anese mixed with the other tribes, but it was at Pequehan that
Martin Chartier lived, with whom Governor Evans stopped ; and
while at Decanoga (Columbia), Governor Evans also met Shawa-
nese and Conoys, Senecas and Nanticokes from seven towns.43

Although, as already stated, there were some Conoys among
the Indians at what is now Long Level in 1722, on that same date,
July, 1722, a council was held at Conoytown in Donegal township
between James Mitchell, a Justice of Chester county, and James
LeTort, with chiefs of the Conestogas, Shawanees and Conoys and
seven representatives of the Nanticokes, who theh lived peacefully
among the English in Maryland.44

This also is somewhat confusing, but I believe it was shortly
before this date that the Conoys located here along the Conoy
creek. The only other conclusion would be, (if they located here
at an earlier period, as a few authors state, and of which I have

36 Logan Papers.
37 Logan Papers.
38 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 151.

39 History of Lancaster County, Pa., by Franklin Ellis and Samuel Evans,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1883, p. 539.

40 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 188.
4( Landis.
42 Historical Collections of the State of Pennsylvania, by Sherman Day,

Philadelphia, 1843, p. 389.
43 Rupp, History of York County, p. 46.
44 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 182.



found no authentic evidence) that a portion of them moved to
Conoy at an earlier period or date, while some of them remained
at Long Level. The above date is also justified by a statement
from the colonial records(45) which says that, on May 20, 1719, a
marauding party of Iroquois stopped at Conoy town. 46 As this
was the only Conoy town of that period, the Conoys must have
been here at that date.

Samuel Blunston, one of the early commissioners of Lancaster
county, 47 and one of the earliest Wright's Ferry settlers, wrote a
letter to Governor Patrick Gordon, July, 1734, which states that
during the latter part of the previous December, twenty of the
Conoy Indians went on a war expedition and met their southern
enemies in battle, and that thirteen of their number were killed.(48)
This battle occurred twenty-nine days after their leaving here, and
they were eleven days returning, as shown by notches on a stick.
The seven which returned were five Conoys, one Delaware and one
of the Six Nations.

This letter not only shows date of occupation, but also gives in-
dication of the mixed tribes which occupied this Indian town at that
period.

We find that before 1728 there was a town of the Conoys or
Piscataways located at the mouth of the Catawissa creek, on the
north branch, not far east of Shamokin. (46)  Doubtless those were of
this same tribe, but whether they went there direct from Maryland
or whether they migrated from here, we do not know. Nor do we
know the exact date when the Conoys left here, although it was
about 1744 when they were becoming crowded out by the settlers.
The following statement sustains this conclusion.(50)

In 1744, Canassatoga, Conoy chief, stated that the Conoy In-
dians had resolved to go to Shamokin (now Sunbury), and that at
a conference held at Philadelphia the same year, a Delaware chief

45 Colonial Records, Vol. 3, p. 79.
46 Annals of the Susquehannocks, by H. Frank Eshleman, B.E.M.E.

L.L.B., Lancaster, Pa., 1908, p. 239.
47 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol, 7,

p. 178.
48 Logan Papers.
49 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 95.

50 Ellis and Evans, p. 8.



stated that "The Conoys from below had moved higher up the
river, near them." 51 The Conoys gradually moved up the Susque-
hanna to Catawissa, then to Wyoming, then to Chenango (near
Burmington, N. Y.) where they were a small remnant in 1760, and
finally united with the Mohawks and Delawares.(52)

While the Conoy Indians were located at Conoy town from
about 1718 to 1743, the Susquehannocks 53 occupied this territory
at a much earlier period and doubtless occupied the Indian sites of
this vicinity at Rowenna, Billmyer, Elizabethtown and Harrisburg.(54)

THE INDIAN TRADE

The earliest Europeans who came in contact with the Indians
were adventurous business men, known as Indian traders, who did
a thriving business by bartering with the Indians, exchanging in-
expensive articles which attracted the Indians, such as glass beads,
jew's harps, small brass bells with brass chains, small copper
kettles, finger rings, clay tobacco pipes, tobacco boxes, vermillion,
iron hatchets and hoes, fish hooks, pewter spoons, thimbles, mirrors,
sheet copper, of which they made arrow points, ornaments, bells, etc.
Many of these articles were substitutes for the more primitive
tomahawks and hoes of stone, stone and vegetable beads, fish hooks,
etc., of bone, tobacco pipes and bowls of stone and pottery. To a
more limited extent they also exchanged more valuable articles,
such as flintlock guns, bullet moulds and lead—flint locks for strik-
ing fire, and clothing known as "match coats" and "duffels," and
last, but not least, Jamaica rum. There were no whiskey distil-
leries here at that early date.(55)

These articles were exchanged for the valuable peltry of the
animals native here, of which the beaver was most sought after.

5( From a letter written by Rev. Conrad Templeton, February 13, 1733,
to the Delegates of the two Synods of the Reformed Churches of North and
South Holland. Secured and translated by Dr. Wm. A. Good and read by
John W. Apple, Esq., at the unveiling of the tablet in the First Reformed
Church, Lancaster, Pa., April 30, 1916.

52 Donehoo, p. 46.
53 A Brief Description of Indian Life and Indian Trade of the Susque-

hannock Indians, by D. H. Landis, Lancaster, Pa., 1929.
54 Landis.
55 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 187. 	 •



This same list of articles was also given the Indians by William
Penn and his successors at peace treaties and in exchange for land
possessions. And as the Indian custom was to bury all their per-
sonal possessions with their dead, it is the more indestructible
portions of these that Indian relic collectors find on the old Indian
town sites of that period to-day—not only here in Lancaster county,
but up the Susquehanna, in New York state, Maryland, Virginia
and elsewhere. 56 Occasionally, bottles, jugs, etc., of European
glassware and pottery are found. Also knives, with decorated
brass handles, swords, blacksmith and woodworking tools, and other
articles which contribute information concerning dates and the
Indians' contact with Europeans.

A great many of the above articles have been found here on
both sides of the Conoy creek, between the new State highway and
the river on the property now in possession of Harry H. Brandt,
J. E. Baker and B. F. Hoffman. 57 There can be no more definite
proof than this of the location of the Conoy Indian town site. In
the study of these articles we have found the majority of the glass
beads are different from those found on the older Indian sites.
None of the "corals," red cylindrical beads, which the Dutch and
Swedes traded, can be seen here. Then also more coins are found
here, such as French and English coins, which would have been in
circulation from 1720 to 1740. Both of these contribute proof that
this site was not an earlier Indian town site. To find the date and
place of manufacture of the several types of glass beads is a very
interesting study which still remains incomplete.

During the early period, the Indians brought considerable of
their peltry from up the State, but as competition became keener
between Indian traders, the more enterprising of them took trains
of pack horses following each other, "single file, along the Indian
trails for many miles through the forests."

The earliest traders with whom the Susquehannocks came in
contact were the French. When Captain John Smith met a band
of that tribe in 1608 at the head of the Chesapeake, they already
had iron hatchets, which came from the French along the St. Law-

56 Antiquities of the State of New York, by E. G. Squier, M.A., Buffalo,
N. Y., 1851.

57 Landis.



rence, in Canada.(58) A little later, from 1620 to 1680, the Swedes
and Dutch along the Delaware, and the English traders from Vir-
ginia and Maryland, plied a very lucrative trade with them, but at
that period the traders reached only what is now Manor township
in Lancaster county. The Susquehannocks were then located on
both sides of the river at Conojohela. Their most important fort
or stockaded village, where they were finally conquered by the
Cayugas and Onondagoes, in 1675, was on the western side of the

river,(59) on the old John Haines property, later the Oscar A. Leip-
hart property, at Long Level, York county. They also had another
fort on the Lancaster county side at that period, which, on an old
survey, was called Fort Demolished.( 60) This was located about a
mile south of Washington Boro, on the properties at present in
possession of Noah L. Heisey (formerly H. G. Witmer) Charles
M. Strickler, Charles G. Keise, Chester and Edward Shultz, Benj.
K. Souder and Urias B. Witmer. Our earliest ferry across the
Susquehanna river was near here, at Blue Rock.

The later Indian town of Conestoga also had an early Indian
fort on the hill a quarter of a mile west of where the marker of
the Indian town of Conestoga was placed in September, 1924.61
This was doubtless the "fort on the hill armed with a small iron
cannon," which the Rev. John Campanius Holm saw about 1645.62
There are a few other Indian town sites in Lancaster county,
which were inhabited at a more recent period by small bands of
Algonquin tribes, but usually only for a very short time. There
are also many older Indian sites which were inhabited long
before the trader period. One of the more recent occupations was
on the farmland along Indian creek, in Clay township, where there

58 The True Travels, Adventures and Observations of Captain John Smith,
London, 1629. Reprint Richmond, Va., 1819, p. 132.

59 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 107.
Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 14,

p. 172.
6( Logan Papers.
62 A Short Description of the Province of New Sweden, now called by the

English Pennsylvania in America, by Thomas Campanius Holm, from verbal
accounts of his grandfather, Rev. Campanius Holm, a Lutheran Minister liv-
ing with the Swedish Colony along the Delaware, from 1642 to 1648. Stock-
holm, 1702. Translated and reprinted. Pennsylvania Historical Society
Memoirs. Vol. 3, pp. 157-158, part I, 1833.



was a Nanticoke town from about 1721 until about 1748. 63 This
was marked by The Lancaster County Historical Society, in 1932.

At that early period this territory which we know as Lancas-
ter county was known as Conestoga. Rev. Conrad Templeton, a
Reformed minister of this region, in a report which he sent to the
Reformed churches of Rotterdam and Amsterdam, stated : "Con-
estoga is a district about 28 miles (7 stund [7 hours]) long and 28
miles wide, deriving its name from a certain stream here."6 4 Prior
to 1729 it was Conestoga township, Chester county, which was or-
ganized about 1712. 65 In 1722 this Conoy region was known as
West Conestoga or Donegal ; 66 and when Lancaster county was
organized in 1729, this section, including what is now Dauphin
county, became Donegal township, Lancaster county.67

I find by the assessment rolls of Conestoga( 68) that there were
at least forty Indian traders located in Conestoga; and there was
an extensive trade with the Indians here as late as 1724. 69 During
the period between 1722 and 1724, there were many Indian traders
located at Conoy. Samuel Evans tells us that there were a number
of Indian traders located at what is now Stackstown.

PETER BEZAILLION

The trader, whose name seems to have been most prominently
connected with Conoy Indian town was Pierre or Peter Bezaillion,
a Frenchman. It is supposed he came from Europe with James
Letort in 1686. Letort was also a French Indian trader, with
whom he was always closely associated. (70)  At that date Bezaillion
was 24 years of age. It is stated that he traded at Conestoga be-
fore 1696.71

63 Dr. Harry Bender, Lititz, Pa.
64 Letter of Rev. Conrad Templeton.
65 Rupp, History of Lancaster County, p. 246.
66 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 20,

p. 176.
67 A Chapter on the Ornithology of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, by

Prof. Herbert H. Beck, Lancaster, Pa., 1924. (Steinman Map)
68 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 20,

pp. 155-194; Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 163.
69 Hanna, Vol. 1, pp. 162-163.
7° Hanna, Vol. 1, pp. 166-169.
7( Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 170.



May 4, 1696, Colonel Herman informed the Maryland council
that Peter Bezaillion had formerly lived "Thirty miles backward
from any inhabitants, where Letort does now live." (72) Letort's
location at that period was near what is now Spring City, Chester
county, where there is still a cave known as Bezaillion cave.73

Herman's statement also informs us that at that time, 1696,
Bezaillion was living at St. John's (the Compass, or Compassville).
As it was known as St. John's at that early date, it must have been
a missionary outpost among the Indians. The first church building
was erected there in 1728. 74 This church was built largely through
the efforts and contributions of Bezaillion's wife, Martha Combe,
who was an Episcopalian.(75)

During the fall of 1700 76 Peter Bezaillion built a house at
Manatawny (White Marsh, Montgomery county, Pa.) ; and in 1702
he made a request of the commissioners at Philadelphia for a grant
of land at that place, making them an offer of a bushel of wheat
per 100 acres of land. (77) This offer was refused, but he was given
permission to "remain there unmolested until the land was settled
by such as will make a plantation of it." The section was settled
by Germans prior to 1704.

Both Spring City and Manatawny were located on the Schuyl-
kill along an early Indian trail, which led by way of French creek
and the Conestoga, to the Indian town of Conestoga. (78)  Along this
trail some of the earliest Susquehannock Indian trade was carried,
and it is safe to say that both Bezaillion and Letort traversed that
route to Conestoga at an early period, probably prior to 1700.

The Pennsylvania Archives state that on October 11, 1708,
Bezaillion, upon his humble request, was granted liberty to build
himself a house and plant necessary fields on any of the lands above

72 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 165.
73 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 166.
74 Chester County and its People, by W. W. Thompson, New York, 1898,
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75 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 169.
76 Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series, Vol. 19, Harrisburg, Pa., 1893,
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77 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 101.
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Conestoga Indian town, not possessed or made use of by theIndians.(79)

From the above we find that some time before May 4, 1696,
Bezaillion had a trading post at what is now Spring City, which is
along the Schuylkill about 25 miles from Philadelphia. During
1696 he was located at St. John's (the Compass), which is about 30
miles southwest of Spring City; and some time before and during
1702 he was located at White Marsh along the Schuylkill also, not
far from Germantown. He left there soon after 1702, when the
Germans settled that section.

Then in 1708 he was granted liberty to have a trading post
and plant fields at Conestoga Indian town ; and in 1712 Governor
Gookin told the Indians that Bezaillion was "the only Indian trader
who had ever been allowed by the government to settle among

them."(80)  This establishes the fact that Peter Bezaillion was lo-
cated at the Indian town of Conestoga, and, approximately, the
time he was located there.

In a letter from Secretary James Logan to Surveyor General
Isaac Taylor, dated December 18, 1714, we find an application was
made for a grant of land at Conestoga by Robert Hodgson (an ex-
cellent blacksmith) and James Hendricks. 81 The land adjoined
John Cartledge's tract (now Reuben Longsberry's), on the north
side of the Conestoga creek, and included the "Old Indian Fields,"
but should not include "Peter Bezaillion's improvements."

This tract, "Old Indian Fields," is the land on which the Shawa-
nese town or Pequehan was located, after their leaving the Colonel
French grant, north of the mouth of the Pequea creek. 82 This
would indicate that the Shawanese had already moved to what is
now Washington Boro in 1714. This also gives us almost the
exact spot where Peter Bezaillion's trading post was located. It
was in the vicinity of the Walter E. Herr and the Souder farms,
at Indiantown, where he was located from about 1708, until and

79 Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series, Vol. 19, p. 496.
80 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 170.
8( Logan Papers.
82 Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 23,
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after 1714. His post here was close by the Indian towns of Con-
estoga and Pequehan, and along the old road to Philadelphia.(83)

We also find that James Letort and wife, Ann, had a trading
post near there, as in 1712 the Indians complained of Ann Letort's
hogs destroying their corn.84

The Shawanese first settled on the Colonel French tract, in
what is now southeastern Conestoga township, Lancaster county.(85)
This Indian site is on the present Frank Warfel farm, north of

Colemanville.(86) Martin Chartier and his band of Shawanese were
located here about 1697, though for a short time, as is proven by
the very limited number of Indian trader articles found there.87
From there they moved to Pequehan, north of the Conestoga creek,
north of Safe Harbor, on the present properties of Earl Hoover,
Walter E. Herr, Reuben Longsbury and Charles Roberts.

We see by the above Logan letter that this was then "Old
Indian Fields," and that the Indians were no longer there in 1714.
It is my opinion that some of them had located at Columbia
(Decanoga) before 1707, when Governor Evans held his con-
ferences there, and that the remainder went to the Washington
Boro site with Martin Chartier, afterwards. 88 It should also be
remembered that doubtless some of the other tribes were asso-
ciated with them at all of these locations.

In 1703 Secretary Logan stated: "It is not safe to let Bezail-
lion at large." He was looked upon, being a Frenchman, as an
enemy to the English, and during 1711 both he and Letort served
a short term of imprisonment at Philadelphia.(89)

Yet we find he soon came into favor again, as he accompanied
Governor Evans on his trip to Conestoga and Paxtang in 1707.
In 1714 he received a warrant from the commissioners of property,
allowing "him to seat himself, at Paxtang, or any other Indian
town or place on the Susquehanna in this Province, and to improve

83 Hanna, Vol. 1, note p. 181.
84 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 167.
85 Logan Papers.

86Landis.
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such quantities of land as he shall think fit for the accommodation
of his family there." 90 (A draught of these can be seen at the
Land Office, Department of Interior, Harrisburg).

We have seen that Peter Bezaillion was given a warrant for a
trading post at Paxtang (Harrisburg) in 1714; however, we find
his name and also that of James Letort on the Conestoga assess-
ment rolls until 1721. But in 1722 their names appear on the
West Conestoga Donegal assessment rolls, which doubtless is the
date of his first activities in that section, and may also have been
the date of the occupation of the Indian town of Conoy.(91)

Bezaillion served as interpreter of the Delaware tongue at the
conference of the Conestoga July 18, 1717. Also at many other
conferences between the Indians and the colonial authorities
(Colonial Archives).

Peter Bezaillion's most permanent trading post 92 was at St.
John's (the Compass) Chester county, where he was located in
1696.93 He died in 1742 in Caln township on the present site of
Coatesville, at the age of eighty.( 94)  A stone, with the inscription
still legible, marks his grave in the churchyard adjoining St. John's
Protestant Episcopal church, Compassville, Chester county, Pa.

EARLY ROUTES TO CONESTOGA

New Castle is on the west side of the Delaware river, a few
miles south of what is now Wilmington, Delaware. It lies between
the river and Christina creek. 95 On the site of New Castle there
was a Swedish fort, forty years before Penn's arrival. Christina
creek was first named Minquas (Kill) creek by the Dutch, about
1627. The Dutch name for the Susquehannocks was Minquas ;
and as the route from their towns in this section led down the
Christina creek to the Delaware, the creek was named after them.

9° Logan Papers.
9( Papers read before The Lancaster County Historical Society, Vol. 20,
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After the arrival of the Swedes, in 1638, they named it Christina
creek, after their Swedish queen.96

New Castle was of importance earlier than Philadelphia,
which is about 30 miles farther up the Delaware, and the earliest
trips to Conestoga were by way of New Castle.

It was along this route that Governor Evans, Peter Bezaillion,
Secretary John French (also known as Colonel French), a few
other gentlemen, and a retinue of guards and assistants, traveled
when they left New Castle on June 27, 1707.

On the early maps 97 a route leaves New Castle, goes up the
Christina, White Clay and Cart Saddle creeks to Charles town (or
Charleston) now Havre de Grace, Md., and then to the mouth of
the Octoraro on the Susquehanna, where there was an early Indian
site.(98) This was the earliest route from Philadelphia to the Con-
estoga section of the Susquehanna. Governor Evans' exact route
from there to Pequehan is not stated, but doubtless it was the same
Indian trail that the Susquehannock Indians and the Dutch and
Swedish Indian traders traversed in their early trading activities
with the Indians of this region.

Because of the rocks which jut out along the river, this route
may not have been entirely along the river. There is every reason
to believe that the party passed the place where Martin Chartier
and his band of Shawanese Indians had camped a short time,
about ten years earlier. It was probably then that Colonel French
selected the tract of 500 acres, on the draft of which is shown
"Shawana Old Fields." 99 This is now on the Frank Warfel farm,
north of Colemanville. While the Shawanese were here they were
knowh as Piquas.(100)

I believe Rupp saw this draft, which doubtless misled him to
locate "Pequehan at the mouth of the Pequea creek," as no one,
previous to Rupp, makes that statement. Rupp also gave the name
Martin Bezaillion instead of Peter Bezaillion. As the name Martin

96 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 97.
97 Maps of Pennsylvania, Lewis Evans, 1749, and W. Scull's maps 1770 .
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Bezaillion does not appear anywhere else, we naturally believe
Rupp confused it with that of Martin Chartier.

From this point, Governor Evans continued to Pequehan,
where Martin Chartier was located (101)  at the Indian town described
on the Hodgson and Hendricks application for a grant, "Old In-
dian Fields," on the north side of the Conestoga creek, north of
Safe Harbor.102

This is also in keeping with John Hans Steelman's statement
of July 28, 1698, "The Shawanese numbered about 40 men (fam-
ilies), the Susquehannocks, who lived about four miles farther up,
numbered about 50 men, and the Delawares (who were then living
either along the Brandywine or with the Indians at Conestoga)
numbered about 40 men." 103

Steelman states that the Susquehannocks lived "four miles
farther up than the Shawanese." The distance from Pequehan
to Fort Demolished (a half mile south of Washington Boro) is
about four miles.

After his disgraceful conduct with the Shawanese girls,(104)
Governor Evans went nine miles to Decanoga, now Columbia, then
on to Paxtang, where the French Indian trader, Nicole Goodyn,
was captured.(105)  He was placed on a horse, "with his legs tied
together under the horse's belly," and taken to Philadelphia when
he was imprisoned. They returned by the route which led through
Tulpehocken, Berks county.

From the Indian town of Paxtang, which was near the mouth
of the Paxtang creek, (106) Governor Evans and his companions re-
turned by way of Tulpehocken.(107)  Their route probably went up
the Swatara creek some distance, then down the Tulpehocken creek,
to what is now Reading, and down the Schuylkill to Manatawny
(White Marsh), where Bezaillion was probably still living. From
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Manatawny, Governor Evans left next day, going down the Schuyl-
kill to Philadelphia.

On this journey from Conestoga to Paxtang, Bezaillion and
Governor Evans and party must have passed this Conoy town site,
and it is evident there was nothing here at that early period to
attract their attention, or their report, in all probability, would
have mentioned it. At Paxtang there were mostly Delawares; also
some Shawanese who had located there shortly before. (108) Four
Delaware chiefs from there visited Philadelphia on July 25, 1709.
As small tribes were generally represented by one chief, these four
chiefs must have represented a large tribe or settlement at Pax-
tang at that period.(109)

Another early route led from New Castle up Christiana creek
and up the Brandywine to about Coatesville, and by way of the
Gap to the Pequea valley and Conestoga Indian town, and on to the
Blue Rock ferry.(110)

In a letter written by William Penn to William Markham,
dated 1686, he states, " 'Tis that route which goes toward the Sus-
quehanna by which they rode when Ralph Fretwell went to view
the river." 111 In 1688-89, Benjamin Chambers and a force of
men ran a direct line from Philadelphia to the Susquehanna river
at Fort Demolished. (112)  Watson gives this date 1700. 113 William
Penn states, in a letter written in 1690, that this route went by
way of Downingtown (Moore's Mill), on to the Gap, and then in
an almost direct line to Conestoga Indian town. 114 We have rea-
sons to believe that William Penn traveled this route on his trip
to Conestoga in 1701, 115 where he intended to build a city on the
Susquehanna at Blue Rock.(116)
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About 1720 this road branched northward at Downingtown
and led to the Compass and the "Old Peter's Road."

"OLD PETER'S ROAD"

About 1714 we find a north branch on the above road at
Moore's Mill, now Downingtown, which led to St. John's, at the
Compass. From the Compass it led to Pequea, Salisbury town-
ship (I note Hanna gives the date of this route as 1720, which is
probably more nearly correct). (117) The road then made an angle
and led on to Springville and to the Leacock and Earl township
line. This distance of about five miles is to-day a laid-out road
and is still known as "Old Peter's Road." The original route(118)
then followed the township lines a distance of about sixteen miles
to the intersection of the present East and West Hempfield and
Rapho township lines.(119) On this section there are no longer any
roads, although there are two short stretches of road near the
line—one where the township line crosses the Lititz highway, im-
mediately south of Kissel hill, and the other just south of the mouth
of the Cocalico creek.

The "Old Peter's Road" then followed the old roads (120)  through
Mount Joy, passing Donegal springs and Ridgeville (Stackstown)
crossing the Conoy creek at Erb's mill, then on past Conoy town
and up the river shore to Logan's ferry, and from there the route
led on up to Paxtang. (121) What perpetuated this road and Peter
Bezaillion's name was that in 1729, when Lancaster county was
organized, and its townships laid out, this road was used as a
boundary line between Leacock and Earl, Manheim and Warwick,
Hempfield and Warwick townships. In the official definitions of
these original townships the name "Peter's Road" was regularly
used. Bezaillion's, or Peter's ford, across the Conestoga, about
150 yards below the Cocalico confluence, is still the point where
four townships come together. Although the entire route of the
"Old Peter's Road" is no longer a highway, it was an important

((7 Hanna, Vol. 1, road map.
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road throughout its entire distance in 1729. It was the route of
the Indians and Indian traders and trains of pack horses carry-
ing the freight of the Indian trade, and it was the main artery
between Philadelphia and the west by way of Logan's ferry, which
then was the most important ferry in Donegal. This was later
known as Galbraith's ferry.

THE MARTHA BEZAILLION GRANT

In a letter written by Secretary James Logan to Isaac Taylor,
the surveyor general, dated November 4, 1719, he instructs him
to survey lands for Peter Bezaillion's wife, Martha ; also for her
brother, Moses Combe, and for Ann Letort, wife of James Letort,
between the Chickasalunga and Conewago creeks; and he also
stated, "I am very desirous that the old gentlewoman [Mrs. Bezail-
lion] should have some land that she may be fixed to leave some-
thing for her grandchildren. Pray see that it be laid out of
sufficient depth. I think a mile and a half or a quarter at least is
little enough." 122

This survey was made during the fall of 1719, which gave
Martha Bezaillion a grant of 700 acres, with 42 acres allowance.123
It had a river front of 265 perches and a depth of 456 perches on
its northern, and 420 perches on its southern boundary, a little less
than three-quarters of a mile river front, and a little more than
three-fourths of a mile in depth. In December, 1728, this tract
was purchased by Melchor Breneman.(124) North of this tract, was
the grant to Moses Combe, which was 450 acres and 27 acres
allowance. Afterwards it also became the property of Martha
Bezaillion, and, later, also a Breneman property. The northern
boundary of these properties almost reached the Conoy creek.

In 1790, John Haldeman erected a grist mill and distillery
near the mouth of the Conoy creek and acquired a large estate.
He was the owner of the major portion of the above Martha

122 Hanna, Vol. 1, p. 167.
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Bezaillion tracts. The larger portion of these tracts is now the
J. E. Baker property.

The land along the Conoy creek, adjoining the Bezaillion tract
on the north, was granted to John Galbraith, March 25, 1720.125
A portion of this was the Haldeman mill and the old Haldeman
homestead.

Secretary James Logan received a patent March 1, 1734, to
operate a ferry for 21 years. (126) This was the ferry at Bainbridge.
It was afterward known as Galbraith's ferry.

We find by the assessment rolls that in 1725 there were more
Indian traders in the Donegal region (127)  than in Conestoga

Manor.(128) There were at least 20 Indian traders in the West
Conestoga Donegal region (which included Dauphin county) at
that period, which shows that the Indians and the Indian trade
were moving up the river and westward, and that as the Indians
moved onward the traders followed them.(129)

Shortly after 1730, John Harris, who was also an early trader
at Conestoga, located his trading post at Paxtang and established
Harris ferry at Paxtang (now Harrisburg). (130)  Day gives this
date 1726. 1 3 1 The route to Philadelphia, which substituted the
"Old Peter's Road," was what is still known as the Colebrook

road,(132) which, after leaving Harris ferry passed Hummelstown,
Campbellstown, Grubbs (Cornwall), Ephrata, Blue Ball and Down-
ingtown, to Philadelphia.133

As time passed on, agriculture and other industries moved the
Indians and the Indian trade westward, and, finally, the Indian
trade ceased. Many of the Indian traders left descendants who
are among the prominent local families of recent years.

126 Logan Pat. Deed, March 1, 1734. Land Office, Department Internal
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