
ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S CONNECTIONS
WITH LANCASTER AND ITS CITIZENS

AN ADDRESS, DELIVERED AT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE LANCASTER

COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, HELD ON FRIDAY EVENING,

FEBRUARY 9TH, 1934, TO COMMEMORATE THE

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF LINCOLN'S BIRTH

BY C. H. MARTIN

ON the recognition of the 125th anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln, nothing could be more fitting nor of more

local interest than a review of his connections with Lancaster and
its citizens. Prefacing this, I wish to present evidence that Abra-
ham Lincoln's ancestral family was represented in colonial Lan-
caster county.

John Lincoln, eldest son of Mordecai and Hannah Salter Lin-
coln, was born May 3, 1711. With his parents he came to Cov-
entry, Chester county, Pa., about 1720, either from Middlesex or
Monmouth county, New Jersey. Following his marriage, evidently
he located in Caernarvon township, Lancaster county, Pa. In
1748, he sold land in New Jersey, which had been willed to him by
his father. The recital in the deed shows that John Lincon (note
spelling), "weaver" of "Carnarvin" township, Lancaster county,
son and heir of Mordecai Lincon, deceased, sold 300 acres of land
on Cranberry brook to Wm. Dye, yeoman, of Middlesex county,
New Jersey, for £200 current money of New Jersey at eight shillings
to the ounce. This deed was dated November 8, 1748, and was
recorded May 1, 1757. This proves, conclusively, that John Lincoln
resided in Lancaster county as then constituted—Caernarvon
township extending to the Schuylkill, north of the Lancaster-
Chester county line, being prior to the erection of Berks county.
This John Lincoln was the great-grandfather of the President.
John Lincoln and wife were the parents of five sons, who, without
doubt, were born at the home in Caernarvon township, Lancaster
county, in the section now between the Lancaster-Berks county line



and the Schuylkill river, in Berks county. The third son, Abraham
Lincoln, grandfather of the President, was born July 16, 1739.

In 1767 or 1768, John Lincoln moved to the Shenandoah Valley
settling near the present site of Harrisonburg, Va. Thence-
forward, he was referred to as "Virginia John," to distinguish him
from a first cousin of the same name in Pennsylvania. His son,
Abraham, accompanied the family to Virginia, where he purchased
land in 1773 and sold it in 1780, when incited by narratives of his
kinsman, Daniel Boone, whom he followed to the wilds of Ken-
tucky, where, in 1784, he was shot and killed, by an Indian. Abra-
ham's son, Thomas, born January 20, 1780 (probably before the
father's first trip to Kentucky and prior to the family's removal),
was the father of the President.

Another member of the Lincoln family, namely, Thomas Lin-
coln, of Manheim, in the county of Lancaster, yeoman, so desig-
nated in a quit claim deed, dated 1769, resided in colonial Lan-
caster county. This Thomas Lincoln was a brother of the
President's great-grandfather, John Lincoln, and had been a rep-
resentative from Berks county in the General Assembly of Penn-
sylvania in 1758,—eleven years before he executed the quit claim
deed at Manheim. He was the surveyor who surveyed and drew
the plan for the town of Manheim. In the Elizabeth Furnace
account books various sums are entered as paid to him for the
work done. These sums were paid in the years 1763 to 1765.
Certain deeds to lots in Manheim refer to them as "shown on a
certain draft or plan of the town of Manheim and lots adjacent,
lately drawn by Thomas Lincoln, surveyor."

It is of interest to know that in the progressive migration of
this noted family from Hingham, Mass., where the immigrant,
Samuel Lincoln, settled in 1637, through New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, and finally, to the White House,
a sojourn to the extent stated above was made in colonial Lan-
caster county.

Lancaster's connections with Abraham Lincoln existed long
before his nomination for the Presidency, in which this county
played no little part. The town was honored by a visit and short
address by the President-elect when he was en route to Washing-
ton to be inaugurated ; and it was in mourning when his funeral



train passed through conveying the remains of the martyr to their
last resting place.

William A. Wallace, of East Earl township, Lancaster county,
was born near the Cedar Grove Presbyterian church, and was
graduated in 1836 in medicine from Jefferson Medical College.
Shortly thereafter he went to Springfield, Illinois, where he soon
became a leading physician ; and conducted a drug store. He
married Frances Todd, the second of the Todd girls. In 1837,
Abraham Lincoln arrived at Springfield, and soon began paying
attention to Mary Todd, upon whom Stephen A. Douglas was call-
ing. To Dr. Wallace's influence is credited the refusal of Mary
Todd, his sister-in-law, to receive further courtesies from Mr.
Douglas. The attentions paid to her by Abraham Lincoln resulted
in their marriage November 4, 1842. Thus Mr. Lincoln became a
brother-in-law of Dr. Wallace, the former Lancaster county boy.
Dr. Wallace accompanied President-elect Lincoln to Washington
when he was inaugurated ; and was with him when he made a
short address to a large Lancaster assemblage, February 22, 1861,
from the balcony of the hotel then on the present site of Hotel
Brunswick. Mr. Lincoln named one of his sons William Wallace
Lincoln, in honor of his brother-in-law.

For a year after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln lived
at a hotel in Springfield, kept by a Mrs. Beck, formerly of Lititz,
Lancaster county, Pa.

Mr. Lincoln was elected to congress in 1846 as a representa-
tive of the 7th Congressional District of Illinois. Many members
of congress at that time lived in boarding houses, and formed social
groups, called a "mess." Mr. Lincoln lived at Mrs. Spriggs' board-
ing house during his first session of congress. One of the members
of the group with Mr. Lincoln, was Lancaster's congressman, John
Strohm, then serving his second term. Beveridge states that Lin-
coln was the best liked man in his "mess" ; and that because of his
good nature, apt stories, and conciliatory disposition, he smoothed
over many disputes. There is no doubt that the relations between
Lincoln and Strohm were very close, both being Whigs and strong
abolitionists.

Indications strongly sustain the belief that Mr. Lincoln passed
through Lancaster in the spring of 1848, when he was a delegate



to the Whig convention, which met in Philadelphia, on June 7th of
that year. Lancaster's delegate to that convention was Thomas
E. Franklin, a member of the Lancaster bar; and the Presidential
elector was John Landis, "farmer," of East Lampeter township.
He was then president of the Lancaster bank, now the Lancaster
County National bank. General Zachary Taylor was nominated,
and following adjournment Mr. Lincoln returned to Washington.

As a member of the Whig National committee, Lincoln worked
hard for the election of Mr. Taylor, speaking a few times in Mary-
land, near Washington, several times in Massachusetts, and can-
vassing his own district in Illinois. His interest in Taylor's,success
is shown by the following letter, now in the Library of Congress:

"Washington, Sept. 3, 1848.
"Hon. Thaddeus Stevens,
"Dear Sir :—

"You may possibly remember seeing me at the Phila.
Convention, introduced to you as the lone Whig star of
Illinois. Since the adjournment, I have remained here, so
long, in the Whig document room. I am now about to
start for home; and I desire the undisguised opinion of
some experienced and sagacious Pennsylvania politician,
as to how the vote of that State, for Governor, and Presi-
dent, is likely to go. In casting about for such a man I
have settled upon you, and I shall be much obliged if you
will write me at Springfield, Illinois.

"The news we are receiving here now by letters from
all quarters is steadily on the rise; we have none lately
of a discouraging character. This is the sum, without
giving particulars.

"Yours truly
"A. Lincoln."

Mr. Stevens' first election to congress was in 1848. He was
then in his 57th year, and evidently well experienced in the tricks
of political trade, his reputation along these lines attracting Mr.
Lincoln who appraised him politically as being "sagacious" and
"experienced."



The Republican National convention of 1860 met in May of
that year in Chicago. Lancaster's delegates were Thaddeus Stevens
and 0. J. Dickey. Other citizens of Lancaster county who at-
tended the convention were:

James K. Alexander, B. F. Baer, David Bair, Jr., Thomas
Baumgardner, Charles Buckius, William Buckius, Jacob E. Cassel,
H. Dickinson, Daniel Doner, John Doner, Lt. D. P. Dysert, W. G.
Evans, J. W. Fawkes, J. W. Fisher, H. H. Frey, Dr. Joseph Gibbons,
John A. Heistand, Washington Hopkins, C. S. Kauffman, Edgar
Kautz, Sylvester Kennedy, Roland Kinzer, Henry E. Leman, Lt. M. H.
Locher, S. McConomy, John H. McGonigle, George Markley, Colonel
Mehaffey, H. E. Muhlenberg, M. Nunnemacher, James D. Pownall,
Colonel S. H. Price, George K. Reed, Dr. Rohrer, Sheriff B. F.
Rowe, Isaac L. Royer, Colonel John M. Royer, General B. A. Shaef-
fer, Reuben Shenk, M. Shirk, Colonel S. Shoch, George H. Shuler,
Samuel Slocum, F. H. Stauffer, General George M. Steinman, T.
Stevens, Jr., J. M. Warfel, Mr. Whitson and H. Wilson.

This was by far the largest group of Pennsylvanians attending
the convention ; and it is doubtful whether so large a group from
any other county attended. Needless to say, they were vocifer-
ously cheered when they arrived at Chicago May 15, 1860. They
were escorted by a group of Chicagoans, former Pennsylvanians,
to both the Cameron and Lincoln club rooms. The big question,
of course, in the minds of many who arrived for the convention
was, "Who will be the candidate?" In all probability, the Lan-
caster delegation was not aware of the work done by a former
Lancaster county school teacher to introduce Abraham Lincoln to
the Nation ; and to him, possibly more than to any other person, is
due the credit of paving the way for his nomination. This school
teacher was Jesse Fell, born in our neighboring county of Chester,
near the town of Toughkennemon, who, after teaching in southern
Lancaster county, went to Bloomington, Illinois, where he became
an extensive land owner. He was also interested in railroad pro-
motion,—furnishing ties from his timber land. He was of Quaker
ancestry, anti-slavery, and a Republican, and was trusted and
highly respected in Bloomington.

Shortly after the November election in 1858, Fell saw Lincoln
coming out of the Bloomington court house, and invited him to



his brother's law office in the Home Bank building. "Lincoln,"
said Fell, "I have been east as far as Boston, and up into New
Hampshire, traveling in all the New England states, save Maine.
I have been in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michi-
gan and Indiana, and everywhere I have heard you talked about.
Very frequently, I have been asked, 'Who is this man Lincoln of
your State, now canvassing in opposition to Douglas?' Being, as
you know, an ardent Republican and your friend, I usually told
them we had in Illinois two giants instead of one,—that Douglas
was the little one, as they all knew, and that you were the big one,
which they didn't all know. Seriously, Lincoln, Judge Douglas
being so widely known, you are getting a national reputation
through him; your speeches, in whole or in part, have been pretty
extensively published in the East. You are regarded, in discrim-
inating minds, as quite a match for him in debate ; and the truth is,
I have a decided impression that if your popular efforts on the
slavery question, and your ability can be sufficiently recognized by
the people, you can become a formidable, if not a successful, can-
didate for the Presidency."

Lincoln heard Fell, and replied, "Fell, what's the use of talking
of me for the Presidency while we have such men as Seward and
Chase, who are so intimately associated with the principles of the
Republican party? Everybody knows them ; nobody, scarcely, out-
side of Illinois, knows me. Besides, is it not due as a matter of
justice to select our candidates from these men who have carried
this movement forward to its present status, in spite of fearful
personal opposition, abuse, and hard names? I certainly think so."

Fell agreed that Seward and Chase were more prominent in
having rendered larger service to the Republican cause than Lin-
coln. "The truth is," said he, "they have rendered too much ser-
vice, and have made records and said radical things, which, however
just and true, would seriously injure their cause, if nominated.
We were defeated on this same issue in 1856, and will be again in
1860, unless we get a great many new votes from what may be
called the old conservative parties. These will be repelled by radi-
cals such as Seward and Chase. What the Republican party wants
to insure success in 1860 is a man of popular origin and of ac-
knowledged ability ;—one who is openly opposed to slavery aggres-



sions, who has no record to defend, and against whom no radicalism
of an offensive character can be charged. Your discussion with
Judge Douglas has demonstrated your ability and your devotion to
freedom ; you have no embarrassing record ; you have sprung from
the humble walks of life, sharing its toils and trials, and if we can
only get these facts sufficiently before the people, depend on it
there is some chance for you." "And now," Fell continued, "Mr.
Lincoln, I come to the business part of our interview. My native
State of Pennsylvania will have a large number of votes to cast
for somebody. Pennsylvania has a candidate of her own, Cam-
eron, but he will not be acceptable to a larger part of her people,
much less abroad, and will be dropped. Through an eminent jurist
and essayist of my native county in Pennsylvania, favorably known
throughout the State, I want you to prepare material for a well
considered, carefully written newspaper article, telling people who
you are and what you have done. It will be widely circulated, not
only in Pennsylvania, but elsewhere, and thus help in creating a
strong sentiment in your favor. I know your public life, and
could furnish articles that your modesty would forbid, but I don't
know much about your private history, when you were born and
where, the names and origin of your parents, what you did in early
life, what were your opportunities for education, and so on. I
want you to give me these facts."

Lincoln, who had been listening attentively, said, "Fell, I
admit the force of much that you say, and I admit that I am ambi-
tious and would like to be President. I am not insensible to the
compliment you pay me, and the interest you manifest in the
matter, but there is no such good luck in store for me as the Presi-
dency of the United States ; besides, there is nothing in my early
history that would interest you or anybody else; and, as Judge
Davis says, 'It won't pay.' " Rising, Lincoln wrapped a thick
gray and brown wool shawl around his bony shoulders ; said good-
night, and started down the stairway, with Fell calling out that
this was not the last of the matter ; and that Lincoln must do as
he was requested.

Lancaster for many years prior to 1858, the year of Fell's
interview with Mr. Lincoln, and since, had been outstanding in law
and medicine ; and, probably, none the less in politics, as it was at



that time, and for many years, the third county in the State of
Pennsylvania in population. Jesse Fell doubtless imbibed some
of this while teaching in the Lancaster county schools. About a
year passed, when, in December, 1859, he received the following
autobiography from Mr. Lincoln, a lithographed copy of which,
through the kindness of Mr. E. H. Bailey, of Oxford, Pa., is among
the exhibits of Lincolniana this evening,—the only one to my
knowledge in this section of the country :

"I was born Feb. 12, 1809, in Harden county, Ken-
tucky. My parents were both born in Virginia, of undis-
tinguished families—second families, perhaps I should
say. My mother, who died in my tenth year, was of a
family of the name of Hanks, some of whom now reside
in Adams, some others in Macon county, Illinois. My
paternal grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, emigrated from
Rockingham county, Virginia, to Kentucky, about 1781-2,
where, a year or two later, he was killed by Indians—not
in battle, but by stealth, when he was laboring to open a
farm in the forest. His ancestors, who were Quakers,
went to Virginia from Berks county, Pennsylvania. An
effort to identify them with the New England family of
the same name ended in nothing more definite, than a
similarity of Christian names in both families, such as
Enoch, Levi, Mordecai, Solomon, Abraham, and the like.

"My father, at the death of his father, was but six
years of age ; and grew up literally without education.
He removed from Kentucky to what is now Spencer
county, Indiana, in my eighth year. We reached our new
home about the time the State came into the Union. It
was a wild region, with many bears and other wild ani-
mals still in the woods. There I grew up. There were
some schools, so called, but no qualification was ever re-
quired of a teacher beyond `readin, writin and cipherin'
to the Rule of Three. If a straggler, supposed to under-
stand Latin, happened to sojourn in the neighborhood, he
was looked upon as a wizard. There was absolutely
nothing to excite ambition for education. Of course, when



I came of age I did not know much. Still somehow I could
read, write and cipher to the Rule of Three, but that was
all. I have not been to school since. The little advance I
have now upon this store of education, I have picked up
from time to time under the pressure of necessity.

"I was raised to farm work, which I continued till I was
twenty-two. At twenty-one I came to Illinois and passed
the first year in Macon county. Then I got to New Salem
at that time in Sangamon, now in Menard county, where
I remained a year as a sort of clerk in a store. Then came
the Black Hawk war ; and I was elected a captain of vol-
unteers—a success which gave me more pleasure than any
I have had since. I went the campaign ; was elected ; ran
for the Legislature the same year (1832) and was beaten,
—the only time I ever have been beaten by the people.
The next, and three succeeding biennial elections, I was
elected to the Legislature. I was not a candidate after-
wards. During the Legislative period, I had studied law
and removed to Springfield to practice it. In 1846 I was
once elected to the lower house of congress—was not a
candidate for reelection. From 1849 to 1854, both inclu-
sive, practiced law more assiduously than ever before.
Always a Whig in politics, and generally on the Whig
electoral tickets, making active canvasses. I was losing
interest in politics when the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise aroused me again. What I have done since then
is pretty well known.

"If any personal description of me is thought desir-
able, it may be said I am in height, six feet four inches,
nearly; lean in flesh, weighing on an average, one hun-
dred and eighty pounds; dark complexion, with coarse
black hair, and grey eyes. No other marks or brands
recollected.

"Yours very truly,

"A. Lincoln."

"J. W. Fell, Esq."



This autobiography Mr. Fell submitted to the Hon. Joseph
J. Lewis of Chester county, Pa., with some additional facts rela-
tive to Mr. Lincoln's political history and it became the basis of
well written articles which practically all of the Pennsylvania
papers published in January 1860.

When the convention convened, among the names presented
for the Presidency, was that of Simon Cameron, born at Maytown,
Lancaster county, Pa., March 8, 1799. The first ballot showed
the following votes : Seward, 173 ; Lincoln, 101; Cameron, 50 ;
Bates, 48; balance scattering.

There were 465 votes or delegates in the convention, requiring
233 for a choice. The second ballot showed the following : Seward,
184; Lincoln, 181; balance scattering.

Several of the Lincoln leaders parleyed for the large block of
Pennsylvania delegates (fifty-six) for their candidate, realizing
that after one or two complimentary votes for their favorite son,
Mr. Cameron, they would be willing to support another. To
secure the support of the Pennsylvania delegation the Lincoln men
promised Cameron the Treasury department portfolio. Joe Medill,
of the Chicago Tribune, being present, exclaimed "The Treasury
department! Good Heavens, give Cameron the Treasury depart-
ment! What will be left?"

On the third ballot, Mr. Cameron's name was withdrawn, and
a swing to Lincoln resulted in his receiving 350 votes,-117 more
than was necessary for a choice. Thus, in the presence of a large
number of Lancastrians, Abraham Lincoln was nominated for the
Presidency.

Upon the adjournment of the convention, the Illinois Central
railroad company placed a special train at the disposal of the com-
mittee appointed to notify Mr. Lincoln of his nomination. General
Foster, of the Illinois Central railroad company, extended to Gen-
eral B. A. Shaeffer and the Lancaster group, an invitation to ac-
company the committee to Springfield, which was gladly accepted.
The special train left Chicago 10 A. M., May 19, 1860, with the
following Lancastrians on board: General B. A. Shaeffer, George
M. Steinman, H. E. Leman, Colonel 0. J. Dickey, Reuben Shenk,
W. G. Evans, C. D. Mehaffey, J. W. Fisher, Dr. Rohrer, H. H. Fry
and Lt. M. H. Locher.



They arrived at Springfield 7 P. M., and were met by a large
number of people, who acted as an escort to the Lincoln home,
where the visitors were presented to Mr. Lincoln. When 0. J.
Dickey was introduced, Mr. Lincoln recognized him as a son of
an old friend and gave him a hearty handshake. Mr. Dickey's
father was a member of congress in 1847, and roomed at Mrs.
Spriggs', with Lincoln and the Lancaster's congressman, John
Strohm.

During the campaign, articles based upon the autobiography
given to Mr. Fell and his store of information about Mr. Lincoln,
appeared in many papers in Pennsylvania and elsewhere. Unless
we keep in mind the fact that the election of 1860 was prior to
the radio, telephone and daily mail in many sections, and that
there were only a few dailies in the United States, we may not be
able to appreciate fully the widely extended influence of Mr. Fell's
efforts in securing Mr. Lincoln's nomination and election.

Lancaster's first citizen, James Buchanan, occupied the White
House from 1857 to 1861. In writing from Washington, Septem-
ber 13, 1860, to William Carpenter, Esq., of Lancaster, relative
to business matters, Mr. Buchanan addressed him privately as
follows :

"Some knave or fool got up a lie from the whole
cloth and it was telegraphed over the country that I was
about to purchase or had purchased a place somewhere
else and would not return to Wheatland. If my successor
should be as happy in entering the White House as I
shall feel on returning to Wheatland he will indeed be a
happy man. I am just now in my own mind chalking
out the course of my last message. In it, should Provi-
dence continue His blessing, I shall have nothing to record
but uninterrupted success for my country. The trouble
about the slavery question would all have been avoided
had the country submitted to the decision of the Supreme
Court delivered two or three days after my inaugural.
To this all law abiding men will come in less than one
year. Meanwhile I know I have lost political friends in
Lancaster for sustaining the empire of the Constitution



and the laws as expounded by the Co-ordinate Judicial
Branch of the Government ; but all will yet be well.

"Your friend always,
"James Buchanan." 1

On the 4th of March, 1861, after Lincoln had taken the oath
of office as President of the United States, citizen Buchanan and
President Lincoln entered a carriage, and a military procession
escorted them from the capitol to the executive mansion, on the
threshold of which Mr. Buchanan warmly shook the hand of his
successor with good wishes for his personal happiness and national
peace and prosperity, and then retired to his estate at Wheatland.

A few days earlier, when en route to Washington, President-
elect Lincoln addressed one of the largest groups of citizens ever
assembled in Lancaster. Mr. Lincoln made an address at the
state house, in Philadelphia, about 7 A. M., February 22, 1861.
A Lancaster committee succeeded in having Mr. Lincoln's man-
ager, Colonel Wood, agree to have him make a short stop, at Lan-
caster, on the way to Harrisburg, where he planned to address
the Pennsylvania Legislature in the evening.

From the diary under date of February 23, 1861, of Hon.
Alexander H. Hood, a member of the committee, the following is
quoted : "On the morning of the 21st, I went in the cars to Phila-
delphia to see Abraham Lincoln, the President-elect. Stayed at
J 	 G 	 's over night, and came up with Mr. Lincoln to Lan-
caster yesterday forenoon in the special train. He made quite a
good impression wherever he was seen. He spoke about five
minutes from the Cadwell House. I had very little opportunity
to form any judgment about him." The Cadwell House stood at
the southeast corner of North Queen and Chestnut streets, Lan-
caster, the site of the present Hotel Brunswick, where a tablet,
commemorating Mr. Lincoln's address, was unveiled a few years ago.

In 1909, the centennial of Lincoln's birth, H. Frank Eshle-
man, Esq., a former president of this Society, presented a very
able essay on Mr. Lincoln's visit to Lancaster, February 22, 1861,
and the passing of the funeral train in April, 1865, 2 wherein were

1 The original of this letter is preserved in the archives of The Lancaster
County Historical Society.

2 Published in Vol. 13, pp. 55-79, of the Proceedings of The Lancaster
County Historical Society.



included reminiscences of a number of Lancaster citizens then
living. I shall make no further reference to the event, except to
incorporate herein Mr. Lincoln's address :

"Ladies and Gentlemen of Lancaster county:

"I am happy to meet the citizens of this great county face to
face, but I do not feel prepared to make a speech to you to-day.
I have not the time now nor the strength, and, what is more, have
no speech to make. I have come more to see you."

Complimenting the ladies, he stated he had the advantage of
seeing them and, therefore, had the better of the bargain, but could
not say that much for the gentlemen. "I might make a long speech,
as there is plenty of matter in the conditions that exist, but I think
the more a man speaks in these days the less he is understood. As
Solomon says, 'there is a time for all things,' and I think the present
is a time for silence. In a few days the time will come for me to
speak officially, and I will then endeavor to speak plainly in regard
to the Constitution and the liberties of the American people. Until
I so speak, I deem it unnecessary to say more. I would again greet
my friends most heartily and bid them farewell."

Leaving Lancaster for Harrisburg, the train made a short
stop at Mt. Joy, where Mr. Lincoln spoke briefly to the few per-
sons at the station. No reference of this being made by any Lin-
coln biographer, I include the following statement:

"To whom it may concern :

"About 2 P. M., on February 22, 1861, I saw President-elect
Abraham Lincoln at the Pennsylvania railroad station, Mt. Joy,
Pa. He had made a short address at Lancaster and was en route

to Harrisburg, where he addressed the Legislature. The telegraph
operator, whom I knew well, informed us that the train bearing
Lincoln would be passing, but we did not expect it would stop.
Upon hearing the train approach, I ran to the depot where the
train stopped for water or fuel.

"Lincoln appeared upon the rear platform, removed his high
hat and made a few remarks to the few people there assembled.
I was then just past twelve years of age and do not at this date,
recall his remarks."

Signed at the Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown, Pa., in the pres-
ence of C. H. Martin, of Lancaster, Pa., May 5, 1933.

J. P. Ziegler, M. D.



Following the address at Harrisburg on the evening of Feb-
ruary 22, Mr. Lincoln was hurried to Washington.

The President-elect had been photographed a number of times
about the time of his nomination and prior to his election. John
Henry Brown, a painter, born in Lancaster in 1818, studied under
Arthur Armstrong, and after starting in business for himself, he
specialized on portraits and historical and landscape work. In
1845, he removed to Philadelphia. At the request of Judge John
M. Read, of that city, he went to Springfield in 1860, where he
painted, on ivory, a beautiful miniature of the candidate for the
Presidency.

When arranging an art exhibit to be held in Lancaster in
1912, a request was made of Robert Todd Lincoln to loan this
original miniature of his father for the exhibit. In forwarding
a fine copy of the picture, he replied as follows:

"Hildane,
"Manchester, Vt.,

"November 5, 1912.
"Dear Mr. Hager :

"Your note finds me here. I regret to have to reply
to your request for the miniature portrait of my father,
that it is in our Washington house and is among the
things there carefully packed away in closing the house
last spring. We expect to remain here for at least a
month to come, and as there is only a caretaker in the
Washington house, there is no one available to get at the
picture. I am sorry that I cannot respond to you more
favorably.

"Very sincerely yours,
"Robert Todd Lincoln." 3

"Walter C. Hager, Esq."

Conformably to the promise made at Chicago to secure the
support of the Pennsylvania delegates for Lincoln, Mr. Lincoln
wrote Mr. Cameron as follows—handing the letter to him person-

3 The original letter was presented by the late Walter C. Hager, to The
Lancaster County Historical Society, where it is carefully preserved.



ally when Cameron visited him at Springfield the last day or two
of December, 1860:

"Springfield, Illinois,
"December 31, 1860.

"Hon. Simon Cameron.
"My Dear Sir:

"I think fit to notify you now, that by your permis-
sion, I shall at the proper time nominate you to the United
States Senate for confirmation as Secretary of the
Treasury, or as Secretary of War—which of the two I
have not yet definitely decided. Please answer at your
earliest convenience.

"Your obedient servant,
"A. Lincoln."

This proposal becoming known to some few men, Thaddeus
Stevens bitterly opposed it, and Mr. Lincoln recalled the sugges-
tion, which naturally wounded the feelings of Mr. Cameron. Mr.
Lincoln smoothed over the unpleasant situation by informing the
disappointed statesman that, due to certain developments, he could
not assure a cabinet position to Pennsylvania; but, should he be
able to do so, would not make appointment of any Pennsylvanian
without first consulting Mr. Cameron. Near the date of his in-
auguration, Mr. Lincoln named Mr. Cameron Secretary of War.
In the meantime, I have no doubt, ,Mr. Lincoln made investigation
of the political shrewdness of Mr. Cameron, several versions of
which had been brought to the attention of the President-elect.

The relation between Lincoln and Stevens, who represented
Lancaster county in the congress of the United States from 1849
to 1853, and from 1859 to the date of his death in 1868, would in
itself be an interesting study; likewise the conference with John
W. Forney, born in Lancaster, newspaper editor, leader in Penn-
sylvania Democratic politics, clerk in the House of Representa-
tives, Washington, and founder of the Philadelphia Press, after
removing from Lancaster to Philadelphia—all of which I forego
in the interest of brevity.

Mingled with the burdensome cares of the great Civil War which
devolved upon Mr. Lincoln's shoulders soon after he took the oath



of office, were many appeals by mothers in behalf of beloved sons,
or other persons in behalf of loved ones, sentenced for some in-
fraction of military rules. Through the compassionate heart of
Mr. Lincoln, clemency was usually obtained in such cases. Speak-
ing to General Campbell, Mr. Lincoln, on one occasion, said, "I am
as happy as if our armies had won a victory against the rebels.
Mr. Stevens brought one of his constituents to me yesterday—an
elderly lady, whose only son, nineteen years of age, was sentenced
to be shot to-morrow at noon for sleeping at his post. I took until
to-day to examine into the case. I cannot consent that a farmer
lad brought up to keep early hours in going to bed should be shot
to death for being found asleep, when he ought to have been awake.
I pardoned the boy and I sent a messenger early this morning with
the welcome news to the boy's regiment. The mother, like Niobe,
all tears, has just left me, and as she went out my heart came up
in my throat when between her tears she went up to old Thaddeus
Stevens, who had helped her save her son's life, and said between
her sobs, 'You told me, Mr. Lincoln was ugly. How could you say
so, Mr. Stevens? I think he has one of the most beautiful faces
I ever saw.' " Then the President laughed his sweet, soft laugh,
as merry as a boy, but there were tears in his eyes.

Allen Thorndike Rice, in his volume on "Reminiscences of Abra-
ham Lincoln," referring to this case, states that Mr. Stevens, who
frequently criticised Mr. Lincoln severely for not being sufficiently
aggressive and destructive in the prosecution of the war, accom-
panied this old Lancaster county lady to the White House. The
President suddenly turned to his Pennsylvania friend who had so
often opposed him, and said, "Now, Thad., what would you do in
this case, if you happened to be President?" Stevens did not
relish the home thrust, but replied that as he knew of the exten-
uating circumstances he would certainly pardon the boy. "Well,
then," said Lincoln, "Here, Madam, is your son's pardon."

As the woman left the White House, she burst out, "I knew
it was a lie ; I knew it was a lie." "What do you mean?" asked
the astonished Mr. Stevens. "Why, when I left my country home
in Lancaster yesterday, the neighbors told me Mr. Lincoln was an
ugly man, when he is the handsomest man I ever saw."

Mrs. Lizzie Minnick, while in Washington, where she had



gone in behalf of her son, wrote to Miss Eliza Smith, on April 10,
1863, stated that she had seen her (Miss Smith's) uncle in Wash-
ington and had given him the letter of her brother, A. Herr Smith,
and he had gone immediately to the White House. The uncle bade
Mrs. Minnich be of good cheer, thinking all would be well, stating
there was a young man pardoned yesterday by the President, who
had been sentenced to be shot for some military offense. The
President was not at home, but was expected to be soon. "My
uncle spoke to Captain Todd, and he says they have not yet got
his name at all, and thinks as Mr. Smith and all others do, that
he is not going to be executed in so short a time." On the back
of this letter is a note by Mr. Smith, as follows: "I saw the Presi-
dent on Saturday about 2:30 o'clock, and he kindly interposed by
telegraphing immediately to the commandant at Nashville for the
facts, and to suspend further action until he can again be heard
from.4

Another example of the great heart of the President is the
case of "Colonel" Edward Barr, born at Lampeter, Pa. Following
the enlistment of four brothers, he, at sixteen, enlisted, misrepre-
senting his age as eighteen. He met the baptism of fire at Fred-
ericksburg. The following spring, when he returned home on
furlough, his sisters protested his further service in the army.
Sue Barr, a sister, obtained an interview with Lincoln, stating
what the family had done for the country, whereupon Lincoln,
placing his hand on the shoulder of Edward Barr, remarked to
the sister, "I think, madam, your family is doing its share ; I'll
send a note to Stanton to have your brother discharged." The dis-
charge came June 10, 1863. Colonel Barr for a number of years
lived in Greenwich, Conn., and was in business in New York city.
He visited the old home community of Lancaster and Lampeter
last summer, where he spent a few very happy days in his boy-
hood's community. An account of President Lincoln's pardon of
the boy "Eddie," appeared in a local paper with an account of his
death, shortly after January 1, 1934.

The experience of the late George W. Hensel, of Quarryville,
Pa., father of the late William Uhler Hensel and George W. Hensel,

4 The original of this letter is preserved in the archives of The Lancaster
County Historical Society.



Jr., is another proof of the considerate heart of the Emancipator.
Uriah Uhler, a brother-in-law of Mr. Hensel, native of Lebanon,
Pa., had gone to Mississippi a few years before the war. As the
demand for men became more pressing, Mr. Uhler enlisted in the
Southern army, although his sympathies were with the North.
About one year after his enlistment, he took part in the battle at
Gettysburg; his brother, John Uhler, fought at Gettysburg, in the
Union army ; and still another brother, David, was also in the ser-
vice. In the retreat of Lee's army, Mr. Uriah Uhler lingered in
the rear. He mounted a cherry tree and was captured by the
Union forces and sent to Fort Delaware, immediately south of
Philadelphia. Mr. George W. Hensel tried, through Thaddeus
Stevens, to obtain Presidential clemency, but could get no action.
After his brother-in-law had been confined about ten months, Mr.
George W. Hensel, at Mr. Stevens' suggestion, went to the White
House and waited his turn among a large number; finally he was
ushered into the executive office. While stating the purpose of
his visit, Mr. Lincoln was very attentive, and upon Mr. Hensel's
conclusion, he asked his visitor four of the most inclusive and
searching questions, which removed any doubt Mr. Hensel might
have had at any time of Mr. Lincoln's ability to interrogate a wit-
ness. Upon receiving answers satisfactory to the questions, Mr.
Lincoln tapped a bell and gave an orderly a message to the officer
in charge of the detention camp at Fort Delaware. Mr. Hensel
lost no time in going to Fort Delaware. Presenting the pardon
for Mr. Uhler, the officer in charge rather resentfully stated he
had the pardon confirmed from Washington. Mr. Hensel brought
his brother-in-law home. Mr. Hensel, in late life, recalled the
President as very tall, and leaning slightly forward while seated
and asking the four questions, which covered a wide range. This
pardon was obtained in 1864, and Mr. Hensel carried it in a wallet
until his death in 1892, when it was either mislaid or lost.

Lincoln's ability in using a story or anecdote to illustrate a

point, is well known. One, at the expense of Lancaster's con-

gressman, Thaddeus Stevens, was as follows:

Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson and Stevens urged Lincoln to

issue an Emancipation Proclamation in the fall of 1862, after the



battle of Antietam. Lincoln felt the time was not ripe when such
a proclamation would carry the weight with it that he desired.

One day while standing in a White House window looking into
Pennsylvania avenue, Mr. Lincoln, while speaking with Senator
John B. Henderson, of Missouri, observed Sumner, Wilson and
Stevens walking together along the pathway to the White House.
Seeing them, the President said:

"The only schooling I ever had was in a log schoolhouse where
reading books and grammars were unknown. All our reading
was done from the Scriptures, and we stood up in a line and read
in turn from the Bible. Our lesson one day was the story of the
Israelites who were thrown into a fiery furnace and delivered by
the hand of the Lord, without so much as the smell of fire upon
their garments.

"It fell to one little fellow to read the verse in which occurred
for the first time in the chapter the names of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego. Little Bud stumbled on Shadrach, floundered on
Meshach, and went to pieces on Abednego. Instantly the hand of
the master dealt a cuff on the side of the head and left him wailing
as the next one in line continued the reading. But before the girl
had ended, the sobbing child had subsided into sniffles, and finally
became quiet. His blunders were forgotten by the other members
of the class until his turn was approaching to read again. Then,
like a clap of thunder out of a clear sky, he set up a wail which
even alarmed the master, who with rather unusual gentleness
asked, 'What was the matter now ?' Pointing with a shaking
finger at the verse, which a few moments later would fall to him
to read, he managed to quaver out, 'Look, marster, there come them
same damn three fellows again'." Before Lincoln finished the
story, Sumner, Wilson and Stevens were at the door asking to
see the President.

Lancaster had witnesses to the shooting of Mr. Lincoln in
Ford's theater, in the persons of Daniel J. Richards and his father,
of Columbia, and Lafayette Fridy, now residing in Philadelphia.
The latter, as a boy, was taken to the theater by his father, the
late Sam. Matt Fridy, and mother, to see the play "Our American
Cousin." Mr. Lafayette Fridy, in view of his youth at that time,



may be the last person living to-day among those whose attention
so quickly passed from the scenes of the stage to anxiety for the
stricken chief.

The train bearing the body of the martyr passed through Lan-
caster en route to Springfield. At every village in Lancaster
county, through which it passed and at every railroad crossing,
throngs viewed the funeral train reverently. As it passed on from
Lancaster, taking the body to its last resting place, his life passed
on to unending fame, which in so far as Abraham Lincoln's con-
nections with Lancaster are concerned, this essay hopes to assist
in perpetuating.
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