
DEDICATION OF THE MEMORIAL TO

HENRY WILLIAM STIEGEL

By PROFESSOR HORACE R. BARNES

Sunday afternoon, June 10th, 1934, The Lancaster County Historical So-
ciety unveiled the twenty-second inarker which it has had the privilege of
presenting to our county. At that time, a Memorial to Henry William Stiegel,
was dedicated in the graveyard of the Zion Evangelical Lutheran church,
Manheim, Pennsylvania, the erection of which attracted an unusual amount
of interest, due, no doubt, to the traditions and sentiinents which have gathered
about the name of "Baron" Stiegel.

It is highly fitting that The Lancaster County Historical Society should
preserve in its archives a record of this noteworthy event. It is the purpose,
therefore, of this paper to attempt to perpetuate the names of soine of those
present, to mention the members of the General Committee, to repeat, in whole
or in part, the addresses and remarks made on that occasion as well as to
refer briefly to other related matter.

Early in the spring of 1934, our president, Professor Herbert H. Beck,
started to plan for this event by appointing the following General Committee
to arrange the details:

George L. Heiges, chairman; C. H. Martin, Dr. J. D. Hershey, C. D.
Kiehl, H. M. Witmyer, Paul Hoffman, Paul Z. Knier, David Dissinger, Frank
Hoffer, Alvin Landis, Al. Herr, Charles Herber, Rev. J. F. Knittle, Paul B.
Singer, John W. Gish, Andrew Hummer, Lewis Williams, Elden Rettew, Davis
Missimer, Harry Graybill, Hon. H. E. Trout, H. C. Burgard, M. M. Pfautz,
Miss Anna Balmer Myers, Mrs. M. G. Hess, Miss Leona Gingrich, Mrs. Julia
McNeil, J. H. Nissley, H. H. Martin, Clair H. Keen, Leo Coleman, F. L. Diehm,
Mrs. Albert K. Hostetter, William Frederic Worner, Hon. J. Roland Kinzer,
Hon. Benjamin C. Atlee, David Bachman Landis, Jacob Hill Byrne, Esq., H.
Frank Eshleman, Esq., Miss Daisy Elizabeth Brooke Grubb, Henry Bomber-
ger, Dr. R. C. Schiedt, Mrs. Albert M. Herr, Horace R. Barnes, Arthur P. Mylin,
George W. Hensel, Jr., Hon. A. Boyd Hainilton, Cornelius Weygandt, Col. Henry
W. Shoemaker, J. Horace McFarland, Charles Messer Stow, Rev. Martin W.
Schweitzer, Capt. H. M. M. Richards, Wirt Barnitz, Joseph Hergesheimer,
Herman L. Collins, and Herbert H. Beck, president.

This committee was a representative one as it included members of the
Borough Council of Manheim, representatives from The Lancaster County
Historical Society, and distinguished members from other cities.

The unveiling of the marker was held in connection with the "Feast of
Roses" Memorial service, and was specially honored by the presence and par-



ticipation in the exercise of the Honorable Owen J. Roberts, associate justice
of the United States Supreme Court.

Several hundred people sat or stood in front of the speakers' stand, which
adjoined the memorial to be unveiled. Following the opening singing by the
Manheim male chorus, Morgan T. Williams, director, and the invocation of-
fered by the Rev. J. F. Knittle; Mrs. Helen R. Black, a descendant of Henry
William Stiegel, unveiled the marker.

Professor Beck, president of The Lancaster County Historical Society,
then presented the Memorial tablet to the citizens of Manheim, in an appro-
priate address, spoke as follows:

"Burgess Hershey and Citizens of Manheim: The Lancaster County
Historical Society presents to your town a Memorial tablet which bears the
inscription:

" 'Memorial to Henry William Stiegel, glassmaker and ironmaster, who
was born at Cologne, in 1729, and died at Charming Forge, in 1785. Pic-
turesque figure of colonial America, his memory is perpetuated by his artistic
glassware, by traditions of the baronial pomp of his career, and by this church-
yard which he gave to the Manheim Lutherans, in 1770, for one red rose.
His glassworks were at the north-west corner of Charlotte and Stiegel streets.
Erected by The Lancaster County Historical Society, 1934.'

"In composing this inscription, six iinportant facts, of the many involved
in Stiegel's character and varied career, were essential to his historical record
in enduring bronze: First, that he was an important glassmaker and iron-
master of early Pennsylvania. Second, the dates and places of his birth and
death, as accurately as extended research have disclosed these years and local-
ities. Third, and this to many of us the most important, that he was a pic-
turesque figure of colonial America. As a cultured gentleman of early settle-
ment, whose business and social ideas and ambitions rose, though to fall, like

a brilliant meteor, Stiegel always must be recognized as one of the most pic-
turesque figures of his times. Fourth, his artistic glassware. Popular and
famous when it was fresh from the hot glasspots on Charlotte street, this
beautiful glassware has become more famous after the passing of 160 years.
Stiegel glassware is now recognized nationally as one of the few artistic gems
which colonial America, the America of the British flag and the Conestoga
wagon, has handed down to the America of the Stars and Stripes and the
aeroplane. Fifth, traditions of the baronial pomp of his career. Those of us
whose family traditions go back to Stiegel's day knew him first and best by
love of this grandeur. A man who built three great mansions, as did Stiegel,

at Elizabeth Furnace, Schaefferstown and Manheim; a man whose coach and
four were preceded by outriders, and whose approach was welcomed by music
and cannon salute, would make such a deep impression on the peasantry
about him, that traditions of this baronial display would live on. Nor was he
known as 'baron' only by the farmers and townsfolk; that he used this title
himself is attested by one of his stove plates, upon which is still to be read



in enduring cast iron 'Baron Stiegel ist der Mann der gute Ofen giessen kann.'
[Baron Stiegel is the man who can cast good stoves.]

"Notwithstanding this evidence, the composer of this historical inscrip-
tion preferred the adjective 'baronial' to the noun 'baron': for no scion of
German nobility who held this honor would ever have signed his, name without
using the highly significant von in his autograph. In none of his letters, and
we have many of them,, do we find Henry William von Stiegel. It is always
Henry William Stiegel.

"Sixth, Stiegel's memory must be perpetuated as a benefactor; and those
of us who have an appetite for the romantic flavors of history have an affec-
tionate regard for anyone who would give away a plot of ground for one red
rose.

"This Memorial tablet is the twenty-second which The Lancaster County
Historical Society has placed in Lancaster county. This is the only one
erected for a man whose name is distinctive of his town or community. Man-
heim and Stiegel are always inseparable.

"In presenting this Memorial, the Society congratulates Manheim for this
individual distinction which none of our other towns has. It congratulates
the town for having had among its founders one whose rocket was so bright
that when it fell, in 1774, it left the sky over Manheiin historically illumined
for all time."

Before proceeding further, I wish to call your attention to two facts, and
at the same time express our appreciation to Professor Beck. First of all,
the marker is of diorite rock from the Furnace Hills. While we are aware
of the significance of this, I would remind you that a Memorial is far more
than rock or bronze tablet. Important as are these features, far more im-
portant is the inscription. Our president composed the fitting and appropriate
inscription which is inscribed on the Memorial to Henry William Stiegel, and
to him I express our appreciation.

Dr. J. D. Hershey, burgess of Manheim, who was to have accepted the
Memorial for the town of Manheim was unable to be present because of illness
in his family. In his absence, the Honorable H. E. Trout, state assemblyman
and Manheim publisher, accepted the marker by reading the following accept-
ance sent by Dr. Hershey:

"It is only fitting and proper, that we, the people of Manheim, should
revere the memory of, and pay homage to, the departed spirit of the founder
of this borough, Henry William Stiegel.

"That he was perfect is not to be supposed, but it is a proven fact that he

demonstrated his keen foresight and sound judgment, by the selection of this
valley for the site of his ideal community, now ours, which we cherish, and
which we are endeavoring to maintain and uphold.

"That he loved and considered his fellow-man, was demonstrated by his
presentation of this plot of ground, whereon the children of Manheim might



worship the God of their fathers, and which now serves as a resting place for
that boulder, taken from his beloved mountains, embedded thereon that bronze
tablet,—the gift of The Lancaster County Historical Society,—ever reminding
us that Henry William Stiegel traveled this same road before us.

"And now officers of The Lancaster County Historical Society, in behalf
of the people of Manheim, whom I have the honor to represent, I hereby offi-
cially accept this tribute of respect to Henry William Stiegel, and extend to
you our heartiest thanks therefor, and assure you that it shall always be
cared for and respected."

George L. Heiges, who did so much, as chairman of the General Commit-
tee, to make the exercises a success, welcomed us to Manheim in these gracious
words:

"As one who, while a boy, was deeply interested in the romantic story of
Henry William Stiegel, and who during the intervening years has been deeply
interested in all legend and fact concerning this picturesque colonial figure,
who touched life from so many angles, it has been a joy to have served as
chairman of a committee to arrange for a Stiegel Memorial.

"Next January will mark the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the
death of Henry William Stiegel. It would, therefore, seem that enough time
has elapsed to evaluate his life. By the erection of this memorial, community
and county announce that, in their estimation, Stiegel's life was one of use-
fulness to his fellow-man.

"There are present here to-day relative descendants of 'Baron' Stiegel.
Theirs is a glorious heritage and they are always welcome in Manheim. We
welcome, also, this day some of that small group of men and women who have
not let us forget that we are debtors to those who labored faithfully in the
past. I refer to Pennsylvania's own historians of Pennsylvania's own history.

"As a member of The Lancaster County Historical Society, I am gratified
that my organization suggested a Stiegel memorial, and as a citizen of Man-
heim, I am also pleased that the Manheim Borough Council cooperated to the
extent of supplying the boulder and the foundation on which it rests.

"The boulder was taken from the place of Maurice Meiskey, and the com-
mittee on this occasion acknowledges its indebtedness to him. To Zion Luth-
eran church for placing at the disposal of the committee, this piece of ground,
we also offer our appreciation. This portion of ground bears an integral rela-
tion to Henry William Stiegel. On this very corner was erected Manheim's
first house of worship. Through Stiegel's beneficence, already celebrated in
yonder church a congregation was organized, in 1770, by Frederick Augustus
Muhlenberg, who served as the first pastor.

"To-day's ceremonies were made possible through the assistance of many
people. I want especially to acknowledge the inestimable help of President
Beck as well as of C. H. Martin, of The Lancaster County Historical Society.

H. M. Witmyer, member of the Borough Council, gave liberally of his time,
as did also Paul Hoffman and Paul Knier. To M. T. Williams for organizing



and directing the male chorus, the thanks of the committee are extended, as
well as to the Boy Scouts who were helpful in many ways.

"To close without some information concerning the rose garden, which
makes such a fitting background to the monument, would be remissness of
duty. The rose garden was sponsored by the Brotherhood of the congregation.
Members and friends contributed the roses, the fragrance of which, let us
hope, will help each year to make ever more beautiful the story of our colonial
glassmaker and his one red rose."

Judge Henry C. Niles, president of the Historical Society of York County,
was to deliver an address, but was unable to be present because of court
duties in Philadelphia.

Judge Paul N. Schaeffer, president of the Historical Society of Berks
County, brought greetings on behalf of his society. He referred to the "many
noteworthy actors and citizens like Henry William Stiegel, Robert Fulton,
Benjamin West, George Ross and Edward Shippen," which Lancaster has
given to the country. He also stated that "Baron" Stiegel was interred in
Berks county, and that, although his burial plot is not marked, it is thought
that he is buried in some spot on the Charming Forge estate. Judge Schaeffer
proposed that the Berks County and The Lancaster County Historical Societies
intensify their efforts to find the last resting place of Stiegel, in order that
the grave may be marked by the united societies.

The Honorable Owen J. Roberts, associate justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States, was the guest of honor of The Lancaster County His-
torical Society. He spoke of Stiegel as one of the outstanding pioneers of the
colonial period of this State. He stated that "no figure typifies the history of
colonial Pennsylvania as does Henry William Stiegel. He was a religious
man connected with three congregations in the neighborhood. He typifies the
spirit of religious liberty which the example of Pennsylvania placed in the
Constitution of the United States.

"Secondly, he typified the thrifty and the ambitious settler. He was a
leading business man; he was a great ironmaster.

"He typified still another thing, namely, the love of a full life which char-
acterized colonial times; he lived like a lord in baronial splendor.

"Finally, he typified another thing American, the loss of wealth. After
his great wealth vanished, like fortunes gathered in recent years, he turned
to teaching music, literature and preaching."

After the address by Mr. Roberts, Professor Beck read the following tele-
gram from Hans Luther, German ambassador to the United States:

"Deeply regret inability to attend services and dedication of tablet in
honor of Henry William. Stiegel to-day. I wish to extend to the distinguished
assembly gathered in Manheim my warmest greetings. Be assured that I am
with you in thought honoring the memory of Henry William Stiegel of whom
Germans as well as Americans are proud.

(Signed) "Luther, German Ambassador."



The next speaker was Judge Benjamin C. Atlee, vice-president of The
Lancaster County Historical Society. Judge Atlee, in calling attention to the
part played by the Pennsylvania Germans in the making of our history, stated
that New England has written her history while the Pennsylvania Germans
have been too busy making history to find time to write it. However, the time has
come, said he, when Pennsylvania should write history from the standpoint of
Pennsylvania. He also emphasized the contributions of the Pennsylvania
Germans in making the Revolutionary War successful.

Franklin Bache of Philadelphia, a descendant of Benjamin Franklin; Dr.
Horace McFarland, president emeritus of the American Rose Society, and
Charles Messer Stow, an editor of the New York Sun, each spoke a few words
of greeting, and expressed pleasure at being present.

Following the singing of America, by the Manheim male chorus, and the
benediction, by the Rev. Dr. Martin W. Schweitzer, one of the most interesting
events of our Society came to a successful close.
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