
Abraham Lincoln and the

Seventy-Fifth Anniversaries

By C. H. MARTIN

Ere long the curtain will fall. All participating in the titanic struggle
between the States, which may now be referred to as a great drama, will have
passed. The Federal Government last July graciously invited all remaining
of the fast-thinning ranks of the Blue and the Gray to Gettysburg in final
reunion.

H. G. Wells, noted authority, classes Abraham Lincoln, the central figure
of that great drama, among the first six men of the world's history. If that
be true, no excuse need be offered to record in the annals of this Society a
brief account of the 75th anniversary of one of the world's most decisive
battles, the dedication of a cemetery on that field, and reference to the few
remaining who participated therein, nor for any information or reference to
Lincoln whenever his shadow may have fallen across old Lancaster.

The large crowd, which he addressed from the balcony of the Cadwell
House, Lancaster, February 22, 1861, have all answered the final call, with
possibly only two exceptions, of which later mention will be made, as have
nearly all of the many thousands who saw the funeral train pass through
Lancaster County a few years later.

At sharp contrast with a train speeding today across the county, from
Conewago to Christiana in about 40 minutes, stands the passing of the funeral
train, April 22, 1865, on the following schedule:

Conewago siding 	 A M. 11.56 Lancaster 	  1.19
Elizabethtown 	 P M. 12.07 Gap 	  2.23
Mt. Joy 	  12.30 Christiana 	  2.32

The speed of the train can be judged by the fact that it took 2 hours and
36 minutes to run the approximate forty miles across Lancaster County, in-
cluding a 5-minute stop at the old depot at North Queen and Chestnut Streets.
The funeral train was preceded by 10 minutes by a special engine, and coach.
While the train stopped at the draped depot, a committee of the Patriot Daughters,
consisting of Mrs. Rosina Hubley, Mrs. James M. Hopkins, Mrs. Harry Kendig,
Mrs. D. W. Patterson, Mrs. Bartran A. Shaeffer, Mrs. Sarah Hubley and Mrs.
M. D. Holbrook, placed a magnificent bouquet, composed of camellias and white



roses, upon the casket. As the train pulled out, few of the great crowd left
with dry eyes. Great throngs gathered wherever the body laid in state,
enroute to Springfield over the same course Mr. Lincoln had traveled enroute
to Washington, as the following will show:

The body lay in state in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, from the eve-
ning of April 22 to the 24th. At ten in the morning, the two lines of people
who came to view the body extended at least three miles. Over 300,000 viewed
the remains. At New York City, tens of thousands viewed the remains, like-
wise at Albany and Buffalo. At Cleveland, 180 per minute viewed the body,
continuing at that average throughout the day. At Columbus, for seven hours
a steady stream of people passed. At Indianapolis, great throngs including
delegations from a number of states, among them Kentucky, viewed the body.
The train arrived at Chicago at 11 A. M., May 1. Here, from 6 P. M. Mon-
day until 7 P. M. Tuesday, tens of thousands passed in silent tribute. Arriv-
ing at Springfield, the remains were removed to the state capitol, where for
twenty-four hours, right through the night, his neighbors came to pay tribute.
In closing this service at Oak Ridge Cemetery, Bishop Simpson said: "Far
more have gazed on the face of the departed than ever looked upon the face
of any other departed man." This statement remains true today. The account
of the large numbers, who viewed the remains at various points, is taken from
notes made by one who accompanied the train from Washington to Springfield.

On the eve of the 130th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln,
students continue research for factors that may have been inherited from
either paternal or maternal lines or other influences, that contributed to place
so high among mankind one of humble birth. Diction and clarity of word
and beauty of expression have placed his Gettysburg address and the letter to
the Widow Bixby high among the classics of the language. May I read the
latter—later making reference to the former.

Executive Mansion
Washington, Nov. 21, 1864.

To Mrs. Bixby,
Boston, Mass.
Dear Madam:

I have been shown in the files of the War Department a
statement of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts that you
are the mother of five sons who have died gloriously on the
field of battle. I feel how weak and fruitless must be any
word of mine which should attempt to beguile you from the
grief of a loss so overwhelming. But I cannot refrain from
tendering you the consolation that may be found in the
thanks of the republic they died to save. I pray that our
Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereave-
ment, and leave you only the cherished memory of the loved
and lost, and the solemn pride that must be yours to have
laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.

Yours very sincerely and respectfully,
A. LINCOLN.





Recently a great authority on Lincolnia placed a value of $100,000 upon
the original of this letter, if extant.

The following statistics of one great collection reflects the interest taken
in the life of this noble character.

Books and pamphlets-3800 Lincoln volumes.

Magazines—more than 3000 separate articles indexed and bound.

Newspapers—many thousands of clippings filed according to subject ma-
terial.

Broadsides—rare documents, proclamations, special reports on famous
Lincoln addresses.

Manuscripts—including 1200 genealogical lists in the Hanks papers of
Lincoln's Mother; the Haycraft collection of 2000 Kentucky manuscripts;
Thompson collection Indiana contemporaries of Lincoln, 1500 items; and copies
of official court records of Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Virginia
and Washington, D. C.

Autographs-16 rare papers in the handwriting of Lincoln valued at
$10,000. Autographs of hundreds of Lincoln associates.

Pictures—Hall collection of about 1700 different items.

Metallic Lincolnia—a wide variety of medals and medallions.

Poetry and music—hundreds of items.

Grand total about 25,000 items. This collection continues to grow.

We are indebted to "Lincoln Lore," published at Fort Wayne, Indiana,
for many facts presented here.

By an Act of Congress, proposed by the late Congressman W. W. Griest,
the Lincoln Memorial was erected in. Washington. A grateful nation joined
in dedication, May 30, 1922. The master sculptor, Daniel Chester French,
was commissioned to collaborate with the master architect. The Gettysburg
address appears on the south wall of the chamber, while on the north wall
is the second inaugural address. Seated in the center of the chamber is
Sculptor French's superb statue of Abraham Lincoln. His birthplace was,
likewise, marked under Act of Congress, to say nothing of many other
memorials.

Lincoln resided at New Salem, Illinois, from the summer of 1831 until
the spring of 1837, where he supported himself as clerk, mill-hand, captain
of company in the Black Hawk War, storekeeper, postmaster, and deputy sur-
veyor. While here, in 1834, he was elected a member of the Illinois House
of Representatives, and re-elected in 1836. In addition, during these years, he
studied grammar, mathematics and law. On one summer day, while studying
law, Lincoln lay recumbent on a pile of wood. Russel Godbey came by and
inquired, "Abe, what are you reading?" "I'm not reading, I'm studying law."
Godbey exclaimed, "Good God Almighty," as he strolled on. Upon admission
to the Bar in March, 1837, he left New Salem for Springfield's greater oppor-
tunities. New Salem having reached a population of one hundred, shortly
thereafter started to decline, due to the establishment of the county seat of
Menard County at Petersburg. As years passed, only one of the original
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buildings remained. Within recent years, sponsored by Wm. Randolph Hearst,
New Salem has been restored. Many of the original buildings have been
reconstructed and refurnished. A very large number of the furnishings, orig-
inally owned and used by New Salem families during the years Lincoln lived
there, have been donated by descendants to the "Committee on Collection of
Cabin Furnishings for Restoration of New Salem." I forgive Mr. Hearst for
any breaches committed by expressions upon social, economic and political
topics which may be at variance with the views of many of us.

As further proof of the continued growth of the fame of Lincoln may I
refer to the Drinkwater play, which toured the United States about fifteen
years ago, after playing in all the principal cities of England; the many
movies portraying his life or parts of it; and the "Abe Lincoln in Illinois"
play running in the Plymouth Theatre, West 46th Street, New York City, to
"packed houses" since last October, and booked for months to come. He is
one of the few men whose memory is destined to go down through the cen-
turies; his contribution to humanity having made his name immortal.

A FEW TRIBUTES BY NOTABLES

H. G. Wells—Bruce Barton interviewed Mr. H. G. Wells, the famous
historian, and asked him to name the six greatest figures in history. These
are the men Wells named: Jesus of Nazareth, Buddha, Asoka, Aristotle,
Roger Bacon and Abraham Lincoln.

Lord Shaw—A leading English legal authority — told the American
Women's Club in London that he considered Abraham Lincoln one of the five
greatest lawyers of the past. The others were Papinianus, Grotius, Duncan-
Forbes and Lord Mansfield.

Georges Clemenceau—One of the greatest men that ever lived, great by
thought, great by feeling and great by action.

Sir Spencer Walpole—Perhaps of all the men born to the Anglo-Saxon
race in the 19th century, Mr. Lincoln deserves the highest place in history.

Lord Charnwood—Beyond his own country some of us recall his name
as the greatest among those associated with popular government.

Lloyd George—I doubt whether any statesman who ever lived sank so
deeply into the hearts of the people of many lands as Abraham Lincoln did.
In his life he was a great American. He is an American no longer. He is
one of those giant figures of whom there are very few in history, who lose
their nationality in death. They are no longer Greek or Hebrew, or English
or American—they belong to mankind.

John Drinkwater—Lincoln brought great dignity to a great office more
than any man in modern times. I consider him to be not only the greatest
American, but greater than any man France, England or any other country
has produced in the last few centuries.

Franklin D. Roosevelt—Abraham Lincoln with his charity and kindness,
his insight and humor, his endurance and faith, has come to be the exempli-
fication of our American life.



Woodrow Wilson—Lincoln was the supreme American of our history. He
was always a-making, he would have died unfinished if the terrific storms of
the war had not stung him to learn in those four years, what no other twenty
could have taught him. And as he stands there in his complete manhood, at
the most perilous helm in Christendom, what a marvelous, composite figure
he is! The whole country is summed up in him.

Joseph Fort Newton—The typical man of America, the one in whom the
mighty and tender spirit of this Republic found incarnation as in no other,
was Abraham Lincoln.

Charles Evans Hughes—He was so abundantly representative that he
stands alone. He is our ideal and our test. The test is not one of achieve-
ment, but of equality, Lincoln not only saved the Union, but he incarnated the
spirit which alone can preserve it.

These are but a few of the tributes paid to him by, men of note.

FOUR ATTEND THE ENCAMPMENT

Only four of the few remaining Civil War veterans of Lancaster County
were able to accept the invitation of their Government to attend the 75th anni-
versary encampment at Gettysburg, last July 1, 2 and 3, at which time Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the Peace Monument, addressing a crowd
estimated at 100,000. This dedicatory program was held Sunday afternoon,
July 3, 1938. This being a delightfully cool day added to the comfort of the
occasion as the large crowd assembled for the exercises. Accompanied by our
daughter, Gladys, and Junior, I had the pleasure of spending the day chatting
with a number of both Northern and Southern veterans, and listening to the
President's address, following the unveiling of the Peace Monument. A large
number of the veterans attending were past 95 years of age, and some few had
passed the 100th birthday. Two men impersonating Lincoln, strolling around
the Veteran's Camp, added a touch of realism to the historic setting. Those
of Lancaster attending were the following:

L. F. McCracken, 243 E. Clay Street, Lancaster.

William Douts, 659 W. Orange Street, Lancaster.

William T. Hubert, formerly Lancaster, lately San Diego, Calif.

William F. Sebastian, 315 Washington Street, Marietta.

Matthias Raezer, Ephrata,—did not attend the encampment but visited
Gettysburg, Sunday, July 3.

Of the many thousands of Lancaster Countians who responded to the call
of Father Abraham between 1861-1865 a scant corporal's squad remain. In a
few weeks 74 years will have passed since Appomatox. In addition to the
above named, those Lancaster County veterans living last July at the time of
the 75th anniversary were:

George Supplee, 414 South West End Avenue, Lancaster.
J. C. Troup, 20 Green Street, Lancaster.
Isaac Groff, Mennonite Home, R. D. 1, Lancaster. (Died since the 75th

anniversary.)



Christian H. Brackbill, Mennonite Home, R. D. 1, Lancaster.
George Watson, Wrightsville.
George Paules, 614 Front Street, Marietta.
Addison Hollinger, 106 W. Main Street, Ephrata.
John Kahl, 186 Ridgefield Avenue, Bogota, N. J.
Benj. Franklin Loney, 125 Church Street, Columbia.
Jacob M. Fry, Rothsville. (Died since the 75th anniversary.)

THEY SAW LINCOLN

I have interviewed all of the veterans named, and communicated with
those living at a distance. The following give recollections of the Commander-
in-Chief

L. F. McCracken, aged 94 last birthday

"I saw President Lincoln at Antietam. The battle was over when we
got there. I had orders to 'Present arms' when the President passed. He
was riding on horseback; took off his high hat to me in salute. I saw him
several times while in the army. When hearing of the assassination I cried,
fearing possible terrible results with his death."

Mr. McCracken was a member of Company K, 77th (and later the 122nd)
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers.

William T. Hubert, aged 95 last birthday

Replying to my query he writes from San Diego, Calif.: "I am happy
to say I had seen, President Lincoln in Lancaster, when he made a speech on
the balcony of the Cadwell House in 1861. I was seventeen at that time and
I just about recall he was a tall, fine-looking man."

George Supplee, aged 96, May 2, 1938

Mr. Supplee has been confined to bed for six months. He stated he saw
President Lincoln but does not recall where or the approximate time.

George Watson, aged 96 last August

"I saw President Lincoln at Petersburg Heights about three days after
the battle of Weldon Railroad. I saw him again when on review below Fort
Harrison. I was a member of the 22nd Regiment, Colored Pennsylvania In-
fantry. We were at Richmond, and while enroute to Petersburg got a dis-
patch to come to Washington, for the funeral. General Draper was in com-
mand. In the procession about one square from the White House the band
began to play a funeral march and continued to do so until we reached the
Capitol."

George Paules, aged 93 last August
"I enlisted in the 20th Pennsylvania Cavalry. We went to Philadelphia

for a few months. Our Company was ordered to Gettysburg for guard duty
when the President came to make an address. He had a noble face."

Addison Hollinger, aged 94 years

"I saw Lincoln in his casket in Washington."



John Kahl

Now living with his son, at Bogota, N. J., who writes: "My father saw
Lincoln in Lancaster when he was running for the presidency. Got off the
train at station and went across the street to the hotel balcony and made a
speech. Mr. Peter Fordney was the escort to Mr. Lincoln. My father again
saw Lincoln near Frederick, Md., when he was reviewing the troops of the
Potomac Army." (Mr. Lincoln was enroute to Washington for the inaugura-
tion, when he spoke in Lancaster, February 22, 1861.)

Lancaster County has particular interest in the 75th anniversary of the
now famous Gettysburg address. Among the estimated 15,000, who heard
Edward Everett use about two hours in time to deliver a scholarly address,
was one young man, now approaching his 97th birthday, Mr. John B. Reist,*
Lititz, R. D. 2. Scarcely had the crowd fixed their eyes on the next speaker—
the President of the United States—after taking a sigh of relief at the close
of Everett's lengthy and rather tiresome discourse, when hearing the words—
"government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from
the earth"—the President sat down. The ten sentences in the address were
spoken in 2 minutes and 35 seconds. The photographer, lacking a rapid-fire
camera of the type used today, did not have time to properly set the tripod
and focus the lens before the final words were spoken. No actual photo of
the event exists.

The next day some newspapers, giving an account of the National Ceme-
tery dedicatory exercises gave the impression that the President "also spoke."
The "New York Times" headed its editorial, "Two great speeches." The Har-
risburg paper said, "We pass over the silly remarks of the President—for the
credit of the nation we are willing that the veil of oblivion should be dropped
over them and that they shall no more be repeated or thought of." The
"Chicago Times" said, "The cheek of every American must tingle with shame
as he reads the silly, flat, and dish-watery utterances of the man who has to
be pointed out to intelligent foreigners as the President of the United States."

The "Daily Evening Express," Lancaster, in an editorial, November 20,
1863, states "that the National Cemetery was dedicated at Gettysburg yester-
day, with appropriate ceremonies. The large concourse of people included the
President of the United States, members of his cabinet, governors of the loyal
states and many distinguished civil and military gentlemen." This paper de-
voted one and one-half columns to Everett's address, making no reference to
the address of the President.

The "Examiner & Herald," a Lancaster weekly, in the issue of Novem-
ber 25, 1863, gives a lengthy two-column account of the dedication exercises,
including formation of the parade, its route, etc. A column is devoted to
Everett's address. The President's address appears in full, which by reading
as quoted shows he motivated the audience as greatly as he did in the noted
Cooper Institute address, New York City, February 27, 1860.

* The writer interviewed Mr. John B. Reist a short time before his death,
which occurred February 24, 1939. He would have celebrated his 97th birth-
day on April 13. Mr. Reist cast his first presidential vote for Lincoln.



THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this Conti-
nent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that
all men are created equal. (Applause.)

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or
any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a
great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that
field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we can-
not hallow this ground. The brave men living and dead, who struggled here,
have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. (Applause.)
The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can
never forget what they did here. (Applause.) It is for us the living rather
to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. (Applause.) It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last
full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—(applause) that this nation under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth. (Long-continued applause.)

The words spoken were apparently beyond the conception of many editors.
Time has made the comment of most of the newspaper editors of the day—
not the President's address—look silly.

We now realize that he spoke not only to the audience at the National
Cemetery, November 19, 1863, where according to an account of Emanuel
Hertz, which appeared in the "New York Times" magazine, November 20,
1938, people from a fifty-mile radius, including Lydia of Ephrata, gathered,
but imposed a duty upon the present and future generations when he said,
"that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth."

In this Lancastrians, midway between Valley Forge and Gettysburg, fac-
tually and figuratively, have a part, which duty appears a more solemn one
while Dictators shout challenges to Democracy.

Toward this end a Lincoln Fellowship of Pennsylvania was organized at
Gettysburg, November 19, 1938, having as its purposes, "To observe as a Holy
day each anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, to fittingly commem-
orate the anniversary of the dedication of the Soldier's National Cemetery and
the Gettysburg address he delivered there, to preserve and make more readily
accessible the landmarks associated with his life or ancestry within Pennsyl-
vania, and actively to encourage the youth of our Commonwealth to embrace
his ideals."

In this organization the writer has the honor of serving as vice-president.
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