
The Camerons of Donegal
BY HERBERT H. BECK

In the Government of the United States no family of Penn-
sylvania has played so prominent a part as the Camerons. For
a father, Simon Cameron, and son, James Donald Cameron, were
both Senators of Congress, with a total of forty years of service
in the Senate, and both United States Secretaries of War. This
father and son succession in the Senate and in the President's
Cabinet cannot be equalled by any family in the state, possibly
in the nation. Nor can the Cameron political dynasty, which
Simon and his son maintained with powerful influence for over
forty years, be matched elsewhere.

The Camerons are descendants of ancient Clan Cameron in
Scotland. The coat of arms of Clan Cameron is still on the walls
of the family homestead at Donegal Springs. Within Clan Cam-
eron, those of the name who came to Pennsylvania and Virginia
were of the Lochiel family. Henry Clay Cameron, of the Virginia
branch, in 1892 visited the Castle of Lochiel in Scotland and re-
turned to America with this firm clan tradition, which he found
there: There were four Cameron brothers, two "wise," two "fool-
ish." The "foolish" ones entered into the uprising that spread
over Scotland and terminated in the battle of Colloden in 1745.
Duncan of Fertinish, great-grandfather of the visitor to Lochiel
Castle, and Donald of Perth, great-grandfather of Senator Simon
Cameron, were those two "foolish" brothers who had to flee for
their lives after the calamitous Colloden. The two "wise" brothers,
who took no part in the uprising, were in better luck. 1 This Donald
Cameron of Perth is also reported to have fought under General
James Wolfe at Quebec in 1759. 2 This may have been a fact,
even though Cameron and Wolfe were on opposite sides at Colloden.



Donald Cameron, then an old man, and his two sons, Simon
and John, and their wives (McKenzie sisters), came to Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, about 1775. They are reported to have
been on the same ship with Colin McFarquhar, who was headed
toward his pastorate at the Donegal Church, Lancaster County.3

They had been farmers in Scotland, and when they settled
at Donegal they farmed parts of the 240 acres which were the
glebe lands of the Donegal Church. Later they farmed Pastor
McFarquhar's lands, about two miles north of nearby Mount Joy.4

Both Simon and John took the oath of allegiance in 1778,
and both fought in the war of the Revolution.5

On the same ship which brought these two brothers to Am-
erica, there was a young boy Charles, son of Simon and Ann
McKenzie Cameron, who had been born in Scotland in 1765. From
his early life on a Donegal farm, Charles, probably at the cus-
tomary age of sixteen, entered an apprenticeship in tailoring at
nearby Maytown.6

His name appears on the list of members of the Donegal
Church in 1790.7

In 1794 he married Martha Pfoutz, granddaughter of John
Michael Pfoutz, of Strasburg, Lancaster County, who had come
into Lancaster County as one of its early settlers, from the Pal-
atinate. The Pfoutz house is the oldest building in Strasburg to-
day. The Pfoutz family later, in 1754, settled in the Pfoutz Valley,
Perry County.8

The lives of Charles and Martha Pfoutz Cameron were a
continuous struggle against poverty. The tailor trade which
Charles established at Maytown was not sufficiently remunerative
to maintain his rapidly growing family; nor was his unsuccessful
attempt to run a tavern at the southwest corner of Maytown
Square. 9 a There is even a record of the sale of the household
possessions of Charles Cameron of Maytown by Constable Holl-
inger in 1808.

a On West High Street, Maytown, one-half block from the town square,
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has erected a curb
marker bearing this inscription:

SIMON CAMERON
Noted leader in State and National politics, Statesman, Diplomat, Mem-

ber of Lincoln's Cabinet, U. S. Senator, was born 1799 in a log house that
stood on this site. Died in 1889 at Donegal Springs.

Henry B. Haines, of Maytown, who was born in 1867, remembers seeing
the logs of this log house.



In this struggle against poverty Martha Pfoutz Cameron
played a brave and efficient part. It is recorded that "what the
family lacked in world's goods she made up for in energy and
untiring industry with her needle. She had a vigorous mind and
an undaunted spirit, which triumphed over what seemed to be
unsurmountable difficulties."10

Her first child, William, was born in 1795. Within about
twelve years John, Simon, James, Daniel, Eliza, Jane and Cath-
erine followed in that order.11

In 1808 the family moved to Sunbury, Pennsylvania. This
journey was made by boat on the Susquehanna. The family pos-
sessions, now without its furniture, were loaded into a small boat ;
and the large family, pushing the boat by day and bivouacking
on the banks by night, worked its hard way seventy miles to its
destination.12

It is likely that this precarious journey started just above Fal-
mouth, rather than at nearby Marietta, thus avoiding the nearly
impassable Conewago Falls. It required fourteen days of hard-
ship and privation to complete the trip. Doubtless it left a deep
impression on one of the passengers, nine-year-old Simon Cameron.

The misfortunes of Maytown continuing at Sunbury, the fam-
ily soon broke up, some of the children being taken into the more
prosperous families of the neighborhood.13

Simon Cameron

Into this life of poverty, Simon Cameron, third child of a
Scotch father and a German mother, was born March 8, 1799.
His start in the world in a log house was similar to that of the
man with whom he was to come to fame, Abraham Lincoln.

Near the end of his long life this little Maytown boy said
to a friend, "Yes, my son Don has had many advantages, but I
had one that overbalanced them all—Poverty."14

Little is known about Simon Cameron's early schooling, except
that his mother took an active part in it. Fortunately, soon after
his family moved to Sunbury, Simon was adopted into the family
of Dr. Peter Grahl, who was then a prominent physician in what
is now Union County, nearby Sunbury. Being a studious and
industrious lad, he soon gained a good place in the family circle
and grew popular, not only with the doctor and his wife, but with



people generally. He now had an opportunity which he never had
before—to read good books. He perused all of the doctor's library
and all of the books he could borrow from neighbors. His admis-
sion to Dr. Grahl's was the first milestone on a road to a more
advanced life.15

On May 14, 1816, Simon voluntarily left the Grahl family
and apprenticed himself to Andrew Kennedy, who then published
the Gazette at nearby Northumberland. This started Simon Cam-
eron's career as a printer and it opened the dawn of a new era
in his life.

The appliances of the printing office at Northumberland were
of the crudest character. The forms had to be inked with balls,
and it took a whole day of hard labor to print the small Gazette.
Financial reverses soon closing the Gazette, Simon went to the
office of the Pennsylvania Republican, owned by James Peacock
at Harrisburg. He boarded with the Peacock family and in Mr.
Peacock's printing office he completed his five-year apprenticeship
and came to his majority.16

At Harrisburg, then the nine-year-old capital of Pennsylvania,
he met Samuel D. Ingham, who was then Secretary of State of
the Commonwealth and who later became Secretary of the United
States Treasury under President Jackson. This meeting was
doubtless the start of Simon Cameron's long political career. Ing-
ham had recently suffered a defeat in his own county (Bucks) ;
and seeing a likely prospect in young Cameron, he asked Simon
to go to Doylestown to take editorial charge of his paper, the
Democrat, for the approaching campaign.

In Doylestown, young Cameron, as editor of the Democrat,
united the factions of the party, absorbed the other Democratic
newspaper, and scored a substantial political victory, thereby sav-
ing Ingham's political life. 1 7 This was Simon Cameron's first major
achievement as a politician.

But the scene was soon to change. Weary from the campaign
and restless, Cameron gathered all the money he had been able
to accumulate, $100, and having been accepted by Gales and Swea-
ton of Washington as a compositor on the Congressional Globe,
he headed toward the national capital. There, at twenty cents an
hour for time work and the same per thousand ems for composi-
tion, he helped set the type that permanently records the proceed-
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ings of Congress. At the close of the congressional session in the
spring, Cameron, without much money, though doubtless the bene-
ficiary of some good political schooling in Washington, returned
to work in the printing office of his friend, James Peacock, at
Harrisburg.18

Soon an opportunity opened here to obtain an interest in the
Pennsylvania Republican. But money was wanting. When an
uncle, after diplomatic persuasion, finally handed nephew Simon
the necessary $400, the latter later said, "It looked to me the
largest amount of money I ever saw up to that time. It was in
one and two dollar notes, and as I took it in my hands I could
hardly realize that I had control of so much money."19

With this money Simon bought an interest in the Republican,
which was soon merged (1822) with the Pennsylvania Intelligenc-
er, a Harrisburg newspaper, with whose owner, Charles Mowry,
Cameron went into a partnership. In 1826 Mowry disposed of
his interest to his partner; at which time Cameron took Judge
David Krause, of Lebanon, into partnership.20

This paper, the Pennsylvania Intelligencer, was the official
organ of the Democratic party then in power at Harrisburg, and
as such the paper did the bulk of the state printing.21

Simon Cameron's years of poverty were over ; and his political
influence was rising to his business advantage. Having been a
printer, he soon became a construction contractor. He was awarded
contracts on the Pennsylvania Canal, then in process of develop-
ment. In 1826 he began building the section between Harrisburg
and Sunbury; then completed two sections in the western division
of the canal. 22 Later, April 15, 1835, when the Susquehanna and
Tide-Water Canal was incorporated, Simon Cameron was on its
Board of Managers.

Close friend and supporter of Governor J. A. Shultze, to whom
he was related by marriage, Simon Cameron received the appoint-
ment of Adjutant General of the Pennsylvania Militia, August 19,
1829. Though he was succeeded by Samuel Powers in this military
position in less than twelve months, 23 the title of "General Cam-
eron" clung to him during the remainder of his life. Even Henry
B. Haines (born 1867), of Maytown, whom the writer interviewed
recently on his old friend, Simon Cameron, always referred to him
as General Cameron.



Soon after the termination of his friend Shultze's governor-
ship, Cameron, no longer Adjutant General of Pennsylvania Mili-
tia, no longer awarded state printing contracts, and his work on
the canals having been completed, turned his active business mind
into other interests. A canal linking the Mississippi at New Or-
leans with Lake Pontchartrain was under consideration. Simon
Cameron and Mr. McCord, of Philadelphia, soon got the contract
to build this canal (1831). The contractors employed twelve
hundred men in Philadelphia, and sent them to New Orleans by
sea. Cameron, with his engineers and tools, traveled by way of
Pittsburgh, down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. McCord failed
in business at that time and because of this embarrassment Cam-
eron requested the New Orleans Canal and Banking Company to
release him (Cameron) from the contract to build the canal. This
was granted, but Cameron, who was considered by the company as
a very able man, was retained to superintend the work.24

"The work that he began at New Orleans was completed
according to his plans and arrangements, and when it was finished
he had made a handsome profit as the result of his labors."25

That Simon Cameron did not remain on what was considered
the greatest engineering undertaking of its day, and which was
eventually finished in 1835 (at a cost of $1,226,070) 26 according
to his plans, was the result of a political call from the North
while he was superintending that work.

The call which took him from the Mississippi-Lake Pontchar-
train Canal came from General John H. Eaton, Secretary of War
under President Jackson, who urged Cameron to return to Penn-
sylvania to organize a delegation to the national convention, which
had been called to meet in Baltimore. He returned from his work
in the South in behalf of Van Buren for vice-president. 27 This
was the first national convention ever held in the United States.
Probably as a reward for this political act, Cameron was appointed
visitor to West Point by President Jackson.

In 1832 the Legislature chartered a bank at Middletown, and
Simon Cameron became its cashier. At this time he left his resi-
dence at 223 Market Street, Harrisburg, and moved to Middletown,
where he remained for twenty-five years.28

During his residence in Harrisburg, in 1823, he had married
Margaretta Brua, daughter of Peter Brua of that town. Five



children had been born to the couple, but only two, Rachel Jane
and Brua, were alive when they moved to Middletown.29

The State banking venture at Middletown was successful;
but the cashier of the bank found time to engage in other business
activities, notably railroads, which were new in the field of trans-
portation at that time.

Simon Cameron, now a railroad man, is recorded to have pro-
jected and created the railroads from Middletown to Lancaster,
from Harrisburg to Sunbury, from Harrisburg to Lebanon and at
the same time to have taken an active part in the development
of the Cumberland Valley Railroad. That he must have had secure
holdings in , these four railroads is evidenced by the fact that at
one time he was president of all of them. It is also recorded that
through Simon Cameron's influence the controlling interests of
the Northern Central Railroad, from Elmira, New York, through
Harrisburg to Baltimore, were captured from Baltimore, thereby
making that road a Pennsylvania institution.30

In 1837 Simon Cameron went into the iron business. With
Thomas McNair and Samuel F. Headley he purchased the Columbia
blast furnace and foundry at Foundryville, two miles north of
Berwick, Pennsylvania. He also had an interest in the Nescopeck
Forge, on the Nescopeck Creek near Berwick. 31 That was the
period when cold blast furnaces were being converted into hot
blast; and the pig iron from these furnaces was made suitable
for rails at the forges and puddling furnaces. Evidently Cameron's
iron and railroad interests combined to his advantage.

Later he was a member of the Chestnut Hill Iron Ore Com-
pany, of Lancaster County, which was incorporated in 1851.32
Its mines, now a quarry hole known as Lake Grubb, were in West
Hempfield Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.

Official recognition of Simon Cameron by Washington, D.C.,
came in 1838 when President Van Buren (in whose political inter-
ests Cameron had left his canal work at New Orleans in 1831)
appointed him Commissioner, with James Murray of Maryland, to
settle claims of traders against the Winnebago Indians.33

This was a new field of activity for a man who already had
been an editor, canal contractor, banker, railroad magnate and
iron master. But he was soon to take an active part in the Gov-
ernment of the United States.



In 1845, when President James K. Polk selected James Buch-
anan, of Lancaster, as his Secretary of State, that meant a vacancy
in the Senate; for Buchanan was obliged to resign his seat in the
Senate to go into the Cabinet.

When this vacancy had to be filled by election in the Senate
a controversy arose between the policies of free trade and protec-
tive tariff. The caucus nominee of the Democrats was George W.
Woodward, an advocate of free trade; but there was a heavy wing
of that party on the side of protective tariff. This wing saw its
opportunity in Simon Cameron, now strong in his political in-
fluences and an ardent supporter of the policy of protective tariff.
When the vote was taken Simon Cameron was elected to the
Senate by the union of the Whigs, Americans and protective tariff
Democrats. 3 4

This was the first great political triumph of Simon Cameron's
career. He served in the Senate from March 1845 to March 1849.

Again in 1856, when the term of Pennsylvania's Senator Brod-
head expired, the same combination of Whigs, Native Americans,
and protective tariff Democrats in the Pennsylvania Legislature
selected Simon Cameron as their candidate for the Senate. He was
elected, and took his seat for the full term, March 4, 1857.35

Cameron's return to the Senate brought him again promin-
ently before the public, and he was looked upon as a political
power, at least locally. Typical of this is a quotation, of about
that time, from the late John Beck, Principal of the Lititz Academy,
who said to his son Abraham R. Beck (the writer's father),
"Watch that Simon Cameron. He'll be President some day."36

He never quite made that honor, but in the political move-
ment which preceded the campaign of 1860, Simon Cameron was
actually named as the choice of Pennsylvania for the Presidency.37

Simon Cameron's political career blossomed forth at the
Chicago Convention of 1860. Then the Republican party, which
had been born at Jackson, Michigan, in 1854, crystallized into a
national organization and made its open, clear and stern antag-
onism to slavery. Cameron was now one of the leaders of the
Republican Party, and he was always openly an anti-slavery man.
When Abraham Lincoln was nominated, Senator Cameron express-
ed himself in such a manner as to win the confidence, and as it
proved, the lasting friendship of that illustrious statesman.38



After the great political battle of 1860, Cameron was one of
the first to whom the President-Elect turned for counsel. It was
with absolute confidence that on March 4, 1861, President Lincoln
appointed this man of military as well as long business experience,
Simon Cameron, to be the Secretary of War in his Cabinet.39

Secretary Cameron believed the impending and, as he thought,
inevitable war would require all the available resources of the
North to preserve the Union. He doubted a speedy settlement
of the broil, and went forward on a large scale of preparations
to meet the emergency. Even after the war broke out at Fort
Sumter, April 12, 1861, many of the older officers of the army
were puzzled by the extent of Cameron's elaborate plans for de-
fense and offense; and the leaders of the Rebellion, who were
counting much on the supineness and lethargy of the North, were
chagrined by these plans.40

In his labors to equip his country for a struggle with treason,
the proportions of which he alone seemed fully to appreciate, Cam-
eron met nothing but opposition in the Cabinet and much criti-
cism. b He was accused of having personal interests in his war
contracts; there were too many of his relatives or near relatives
on choice military commissions ; he was working inefficiently for
the best interests of the country, etc., etc.

Amidst all the clamor against his Secretary of War, President
Lincoln retained his fullest confidence in Simon Cameron, on whose
sagacity and courage he relied; but this clamor arose to a height
which embarrassed the President. To relieve the strain of this
embarrassment Simon Cameron took his own measures. On Jan-
uary 11, 1862, 308 days after he had received it, he returned the
portfolio of the War Department to the President.41

In accepting this resignation Lincoln again showed his confi-
dence in his retired Secretary of War by insisting that Cameron
name his successor. This was an act which no retiring Cabinet

b One of the most scathing indictments ever written against any man
was that in a letter of January 8, 1861, from Joseph J. Lewis, an attorney
of West Chester, Pennsylvania, to Abraham Lincoln. In this letter, Lewis,
himself a Republican, accused Simon Cameron of being a "mere politician of
the lowest sort" and of having nothing but the selfish aims of such a man.
He warned Lincoln that the appointment of Simon Cameron to the Cabinet
would be a calamity to the administration.

Joseph J. Lewis was later appointed Commissioner of Internal Affairs
by Lincoln. (Original letter now in the Library of Congress.)



officer ever did before or since. Cameron's nomination of Edwin
M. Stanton as Secretary of War was accepted by the President.42

And Lincoln immediately nominated Simon Cameron for the
most important diplomatic mission of the period—the ministry to
Russia. This involved sagacious handling of relations between the
Government of the United States and that of the Czar at a moment
when it demanded most prudent direction.43

It was probably on this expedition to Europe that Cameron,
as an official of the United States government, was received by
Queen Victoria. Later he told Henry B. Haines of the formal dress
requirements of that visit to the Queen of England.

Upon Cameron's return from this mission to Russia, in the
latter part of 1862, his close relations with Lincoln continued. He
was immediately made a Citizen Counselor at the White House.44

About this time there was a strong movement against renom-
ination of Lincoln for a second term. With full confidence in what
he was doing, Cameron prepared a statement on the merits of
Lincoln as President, full acknowledgement of the fidelity and
integrity of his first administration, and a declaration that Lin-
coln's nomination and re-election were a necessity essential to
the success of the war for the Union.

This declaration in support of Lincoln was submitted to the
Republicans of both branches of the Pennsylvania Legislature,
everyone of whom signed it. Thus signed it was submitted to Mr.
Lincoln and telegraphed over the country. Its publication accom-
plished all that its originator had hoped for. Within three weeks
there was an almost unanimous precipitation of the Republicans in
all States toward the re-nomination of Lincoln for President,
which took place, without opposition, when the national convention
assembled in 1864. 45 The writing of this declaration in Lincoln's
behalf was one of the great acts of Simon Cameron's life.

Now, in 1864, Cameron was taking an active part in Penn-
sylvania politics and was giving the Republican party powerful
prestige as its leader, which he remained for many years.

In 1867 he was again elected to the United States Senate ; and
in 1873 he was returned to that body without opposition. When
he resigned as a Senator in 1877 he had served the United States
Senate, collectively, for the exceptional record of nineteen years.
But particularly during his last terms in the Senate was he a



man of powerful national influence. With no pretentions as an
orator, his talk was lucid, his argument sound and his statement
of fact impregnable. His opinions on questions of commerce, man-
ufacture, finance, fortifications and public domain were generally
accepted as guiding counsel. He encouraged the building of the
first Pacific railroad ; supported Secretary William Seward's plan
for the purchase of Alaska from Russia ; and urged the opening
of the public lands to actual settlers. For a considerable term he
was Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, a position
only accorded to a Senator of recognized statesmanship.46

Cameron Mansion at Donegal Springs.
Built by Dr. John Watson between 1805-1808.

Brought to its present form by James Donald Cameron.

Simon Cameron's influence on national legislation was prob-
ably as great as that of any man who ever served in the United
States Senate.

"He made history as few other statesmen in this country
created it ; by producing results in the practical walks of life."47

After his residence in Middletown, where he had lived for
about twenty-five years, Simon Cameron moved to the Lochiel
farms, adjoining Harrisburg to the southeast. These three farms
he had purchased earlier and named Lochiel in honor of his an-
cestral homelands in Scotland.48



In 1862 he purchased the John Harris mansion, 210 South
Front Street, Harrisburg, built between 1764 and 1766 by the
second John Harris, and now the house of the Dauphin County
Historical Society. 49 This was his Harrisburg home the rest of his
life. In 1872 he returned to Donegal, Lancaster County, the land
of his birth. In January of that year, he purchased the Nathaniel
Watson farm, with its stately house, adjoining the Donegal glebe
lands to their north, at Donegal Springs.50

This farm had been patented by the Penn heirs to
James Stephenson, who in 1780 had deeded it to his grandson, Dr. David
Watson. The latter left it to his son, Dr. John Watson, a success-
ful local practitioner in medicine, who between 1805 and 1808
erected the mansion on the tract overlooking Donegal Springs.
At the time of its sale to Simon Cameron, in 1872, the farm and
house were owned and occupied by Dr. Nathaniel Watson, who had
succeeded his father, John Watson, in the practice of medicine.51

Soon after his purchase of the Watson farm Simon Cameron
took title to other adjoining farms. Today there are 1200 acres
of Donegal farmlands (nine farms) in the Cameron estate.52

That all of lands purchased by Simon Cameron were not on
the Donegal tract is evidenced by this record of January 1, 1882,
in a Lancaster newspaper : "General Simon Cameron bought
Shelly's Island (near Falmouth), ten miles above Marietta, pay-
ing $25,000 for the 200 acres. The island adjoins Col. Duffy's."

Here, on the farm at Donegal Springs, the Sage of the United
States Senate spent the last seventeen years of his life, sharing
this place with his residence at 210 South Front Street, Harris-
burg. Here he lived the life of a country gentleman, devoting
much of his time to his farms.

Simon Cameron was remembered, about this time, as "a man
over six feet in height, broad shouldered and now in his seventy-
sixth year, is as erect and lithe as a youth of twenty."

Tobacco, then a comparatively new plant in Lancaster County,
was his favorite crop. From a Lancaster newspaper of 1880 comes
this record : "Senator Cameron is an extensive tobacco grower.
In 1880 he grew on 20 acres, eighty-four cases or 34,000 pounds,
at 14½ cts.------$5000."



The avenues of maple trees, some of which still feature the
Donegal farms, were planted by Simon Cameron, who took great
pride in them.53

The Senator's wife, Margaretta Brua Cameron, with whom
he had lived happily for fifty years, and who had born him ten
children, died in 1873, a year after he took possession of the Done-
gal Springs farm.

A Lancaster newspaper of June 26, 1889, reports the death
of Simon Cameron, still called General Cameron in the article.
The family was not at the Donegal home at the time, and the
Senator, then in fairly good health, had sent his colored body-
servant, John Campbell, to Maytown for the mail. John returned
to find his master in the final stages of a stroke. His ninety full
years, during which he had come to fame and wealth, were at
an end.

Simon Cameron's last words were spoken to a man whose race
he had helped to free from slavery—his faithful colored servant,
John Campbell.

A special train took John Campbell's master to Harrisburg,
where he was buried in the Harrisburg cemetery.

Henry B. Haines (born 1867), of Maytown, whom the writer
interviewed, records this of Simon Cameron : He had been of much
assistance to young Haines, whose father was manager of the
General's tobacco crops. The General retained a room, which he
frequently used, in the southeast corner of Maytown Square. He
took much interest in the town where he was born, beautified the
center of the square around the town pump, and planted the tulip
poplar tree which is still there. lie gave lavishly to the Lutheran
Church at Maytown. Henry B. Haines remembers a great day
at nearby Duffy's Park, when General Grant was the guest of
honor there.

Comparing the political characters of Simon and Donald Cam-
eron, Haines said : "They were both great men, but Simon was
certainly the smoother, shrewder politician of the two."

What a life Simon Cameron could survey in retrospect ; a life
which had witnessed and notably assisted the growth of his nation.
When as a nine-year-old boy he had boated up the Susquehanna,
near which he always was to live, that river had no bridges.
Throughout his long life he had watched rafts and arks of lumber



coming down that river. For a long time in his early life the only
freight transportation he saw was by Conestoga wagons, which,
on their way into the expanding West, crossed his river at nearby
Columbia and Marietta on flat-boats. He had seen and taken an
active part in the changes which were to follow—the development
of the canal and the railroad. He had witnessed the birth of the
telegraph ; the birth of the Republican Party, of which he had been
the major progenitor in Pennsylvania. The Louisiana purchase
and its expansion by the Lewis and Clark Expedition were fresh
in his boyhood mind. He could well remember the birth of the
Star-Spangled Banner at Fort McHenry ; the Mexican war; the
goldrush over the California lands of John Sutter, whose funeral
he attended at nearby Lititz. He had taken a strong part in the
abolition of slavery and the preservation of the Union. Perhaps
better than any man, through his long activities in the affairs of
his state and his nation, he had learned to know the political
mechanism which is American Democracy.

A comparison of the careers of two great Lancaster County
statesmen, Thaddeus Stevens and Simon Cameron, reveals much
in common. Stevens a power in the House of Representatives ;
Cameron a power in the Senate. Both were national figures in
their day, and both were strong factors in the preservation of
the Union. But they also had this in common : When the writer,
in 1896, came to a position in Lancaster, he found there, in the
generation contemporary with these two men, a lingering whisper
of criticism and discredit, political and otherwise, against both
Stevens and Cameron. Like Washington and Lincoln, both had
their bitter enemies.

William Cameron

William, the first child of Charles and Martha Pfoutz Cam-
eron, was born at Maytown, Lancaster County, October 15, 1795.

Soon after the boat migration of the family, up the Susque-
hanna from Maytown to Sunbury in 1808, the father, Charles
Cameron, moved to nearby Lewisburg. Here in 1810 he began
again the tailor business, hoping for more success than he had at
Maytown. Though his family, at that time, was scattered, his
oldest son, William, was still with him.



Starting as a tailor's apprentice in the home shop, William
soon prospered more than his father, who died in poverty in 1811.
Whether he ever completed his apprenticeship elsewhere is not
recorded; but, being a natural business man like his brother Simon,
William soon became wealthy. He was prominent in Lewisburg as
a railroad contractor and as a banker.

Today the Lewisburg National Bank, which William Cameron
started under his name in 1853, is a monument to him ; as also
is the William Cameron Engine Company, of Lewisburg, which
honored his memory for a steam fire engine, valued then at $10,-
000, which he presented to the town in 1874.53a

Spending his life in Lewisburg, William Cameron was buried
there September 10, 1877. In the Cameron burial plot with him
are the graves of his father, "Charles Cameron, died Jan. 16, 1811,
aged 46 years," and his brother, "Col. James Cameron of the 79th
N. Y. Cameronian Highland Regiment."53b

James Cameron

Better remembered in Lancaster County than any of Simon
Cameron's brothers and sisters, was his younger brother James,
who also had been born at Maytown.

In 1829 he married Rebecca Leman, sister of Lancaster's
famous gunsmith, Henry E. Leman. The same year James Cam-
eron became owner and editor of the Lancaster Sentinel, and for
some years he took an active part in the civic affairs of Lan-
caster.54

That he did State printing is evidenced by "November 16,
1829, Governor Shultze authorized the State to pay James Cam-
eron of Lancaster $500 in advance on account of his contract for
printing 4400 copies of the laws of the Commonwealth."55

In 1840 he was superintendent of motive power for the Phil-
adelphia and Columbia Railroad.56

He was also a lawyer, as is recorded by the fact that in 1843
he was appointed Attorney General of the Mayor's Court of Lan-
caster, 57 having been appointed in Lancaster to practise at the
Bar in 1834.

As a Colonel in the Union Army, James Cameron was killed
at the first battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861. His body was
brought to Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, for interment.
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James Donald Cameron

James Donald Cameron was born at Middletown, May 14, 1833.
His father had moved there from Harrisburg in 1832 and brought
with him two children. Three of Simon Cameron's children having
died in infancy, James Donald was therefore the sixth child of a
total of ten born to Simon and Margaretta Brua Cameron.58

A brother who followed James Donald, and who died during
infancy, was named James Buchanan Cameron in honor of his
father's friend who later became President of the United States.

Don, as he was called throughout his life, was born into easier
surroundings than had been his father's ; for during Don's youth
the father was already a prosperous man. This meant that Don
got the best schooling available in his region and then entered the
College of New Jersey at Princeton, where he was graduated, in
1852, 59 at the age of nineteen. He therefore had his schooling in
classic Nassau Hall, where Continental Congress had met in 1783 ;
and in his later life he was known as a Princeton man.c

Returning from Princeton, where no sports like football, not
even baseball, so prominent in college life today, had diverted his
attention from his studies, Don became a clerk in the Middletown
bank, of which his father was cashier. In this position the business
sagacity, which he had inherited from his father, blossomed out
in Don. He soon succeeded his father as cashier and then became
president of the bank. 60 This bank building, built in 1775,
and known as "Cameron's Bank," is still standing in Middletown.

Like his father, too, Don married young. He was twenty-
three when on May 20, 1856, he married Mary McCormick, 61 of
Harrisburg, thereby uniting two prominent Pennsylvania fami-
lies.d About this time Don lived on the Lochiel farms, which his
father had acquired earlier, and on which several of his children
were born.62

The Lochiel Mansion, built in 1810, is still standing there.63

c The name College of New Jersey (founded in 1746) was officially
changed to Princeton University at the Sesquicentennial of 1896. However
for several decades before 1896 the institution was generally known as
Princeton.

d This union, to which six children were born, was broken in 1874 when
Mary McCormick Cameron died. In 1878 Don married Elizabeth Sherman,
with whom he had one child, and from whom he was later separated.



In 1870 he purchased the Victorian mansion, 407 North Front
Street, Harrisburg, and spent much of the remainder of his life
there.64

Like his father, Don soon took an active part in railroads.
In 1861 he became General Manager of the Northern Central
Railroad, its vice-president in 1861, and its president in 1864.65
As a leading officer of that important railroad, which his father
had won over to Pennsylvania interests, Don did much during
the Civil War to keep communications open between Pennsylvania
and Washington. He was president of this railroad until 1874.66

He was also intimately connected with the coal and iron in-
terests, and invested heavily and successfully in these, particularly
in West Virginia coal.67

Like his father, too, Don soon took an active part in the affairs
of his state and his nation. His first venture into the political
field was in 1868, when he became a delegate to the Republican
National Convention at Chicago, at which Ulysses S. Grant was
nominated for the presidency. Here began an intimate friendship
between Don and the man who was to serve two terms of presi-
dency, similar to that between his father, Simon, and the late
President Lincoln. This friendship between Don and Grant led
to the appointment of J. Donald Cameron as Secretary of War.
This appointment was made on May 22, 1876, which was during
the latter part of Grant's second term. Donald Cameron served
as Secretary of War until a new cabinet was formed, March 4,
1877.68

But once in Washington Don was long to stay there. He was
elected to the United States Senate in the fall of 1876, took his
seat in that body in 1877, and remained there until March 4,
1897—a period of twenty years filled with activity and honor.
He held a number of important assignments during those years.
Among these he was chairman of the Senate Committee on Naval
Affairs in the Fifty-second Congress ; he was on the Committee
on Revolutionary Claims; the Committee on Military Affairs, and
others. Like his father, who had served in the Senate the same
length of time, Donald always played an active part in the affairs
of his nation.69

After his retirement from official offices in 1897 Don devoted
the rest of his life to his extensive business interests, which



brought him rewards commensurate with their size and signifi-
cance.70

During his later life Don spent much of his time on the Don-
egal Springs farm, of which he took possession after the death of
his father in 1889. He added to the original Watson mansion there
and brought the buildings to their present architectural form.71
Sharing his hours at Donegal and at his Harrisburg home, 407
North Front Street, he also devoted much of his time, particularly
during the winter, to a plantation which he had acquired on St.
Helena Island, in St. Helena Bay, South Carolina. This island,
half way between Charleston and Savannah, was not without its
historical significance, for here had been "dumped," during the
Civil War, the last shipload of slaves which were headed toward
the southern markets they could no longer reach. The help on the
St. Helena plantation was these freed slaves and their descend-
ants. 7 2

Here at St. Helena Island Don maintained a house-boat, with
and on which he entertained many of his friends.

The life and character of Donald Cameron are intimately
connected with this house-boat ; as is a human interest incident
worthy of place in Lancaster County history.

The record of these subjects comes from Mrs. Mary Calder
Appel, of Lancaster, who with her husband, the late Dr. Theodore
B. Appel, and the late William Uhler Hensel, were guests on the
St. Helena house-boat, winter of 1915.

The house-boat, a large sea-worthy craft, met the Lancaster
party at Jacksonville, Florida, and proceeded toward St. Helena
Island. The boat, with a Norwegian crew of seven, had all the
luxuries of a liner with its staterooms and appurtenances, and
high-class chef service. Following the character of entertainment,
the party always dressed for dinner.

Mrs. Appel recalls her host of the house-boat most pleasantly.
He was a tall man of about six feet, whose mien and bearing
were dignified. He always commanded the respect even of his
closest friends. Even W. U. Hensel, a man of notable records at
the bench and bar of Lancaster County and Pennsylvania, always
addressed him as "Senator." Though there was a general char-
acter of aloofness about Donald Cameron, he could be most enter-
taining in conversation with people he liked ; and he was very



positive in his likes and dislikes. It was a treat to listen in on
conversations between W. U. Hensel and Senator Cameron. The
Senator told her, among many other things of interest, of an inci-
dent on a train on its way from Washington to Gettysburg, Novem-
ber 18, 1863. Don and his father Simon were on that train with
President Lincoln, and Don told of seeing the President making
notes on the address he was to make next day at the battlefield—
the speech which was to become immortal in the literature of
the world.

And in his conversation with Mrs. Appel the Senator had
even confided her with an important factor of his life, his business
successes. Every investment of his career had been fortunate and
productive. Even the pecan groves which he had started on his
St. Helena plantation as an experiment had proved money makers.
Everything he touched had turned into gold.

But that happy party on Donald Cameron's house-boat was
to end in tragedy. As the boat was about to land at St. Helena
Island it was noted that W. U. Hensel was a seriously ailing man.
Under the direction of Dr. Appel, Mr. Hensel was hurried to a
hospital at Savannah, where he died. Thus passed away one of
Lancaster's most illustrious citizens.

James Donald Cameron died at the age of eighty-five, August
30, 1918. Like his father, he was buried in the Harrisburg Ceme-
tery.

The Camerons of Today

James Donald Cameron's family of seven children is now re-
duced to three: Eliza, Mary and Rachel (Mrs. Chandler Hale).

The only son, James McCormick Cameron, died without off-
spring, in 1949. He is best remembered for his efficiency and
success in business and for the superb mansion he erected on his
4000 acres of South Mountain woodland in Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania.

Eliza Cameron Bradley, (born 1857), and Mary (born 1868)
spend their lives on the properties which have been in the family
for eighty years—the Donegal Springs mansion, and 407 North
Front Street, Harrisburg.

To visit these two sisters is to bring back the memories of
days long past, for both have the clear minds of youth. Mrs.



Bradley can remember what most impressed her as a child of four;
being lifted up to see a tall man in a high hat addressing a crowd
at the Harrisburg station. It was Abraham Lincoln on his way
to Washington for his inauguration as President. (Lincoln ad-
dressed crowds at Harrisburg and Lancaster, on February 22,
1861, as he toured toward his inauguration of March 4.) And she
recalls more vividly how her grandfather telegraphed the sad news
of Lincoln's assassination to 210 South Front Street in 1865, when
she was one of a gathering assembled there, around a local pastor,
who offered a prayer for the President.74

Both of these sisters show, in presence and mien, the social
prestige into which they were born.

And to visit them is to be received at a Victorian Court ;
here, as nowhere else in America. For not only does Eliza Cam-
eron Bradley closely resemble the late Queen Victoria in appearance
and bearing; but all of the architectural surroundings, as well as
the reception, are those of a Victorian period with nobility reign-
ing.

Nor could Sandringham or Windsor be more beautiful than
the Cameron Domain at Donegal Springs.



Anna

Partial Chart of the Cameron Family

Charles Cameron married Martha Pfoutz

Their children are listed below in the first column.

Rachel Jane Cameron,
married James Burnside.

John Colin Cameron,
died in childhood.

Brua Cameron, married
Elizabeth Bastedo.

Ann Eliza Cameron,
died in childhood.

Mary Cameron,
died in childhood.

James Donald Cameron,
married 1st, Mary Mc-
Cormick; 2d, Elizabeth
Sherman.

James Buchanan
Cameron, died in
childhood.

Margaret Cameron,
married Richard J.
Haldeman.

Virginia Cameron,
married Wayne McVey,
U. S. Attorney General.

..Simon Cameron.

Eliza Cameron, married
W. H. Bradley, son of
Joseph P. Bradley, Jus-
tice of U. S. Supreme
Court.

Virginia, married Lt.
Alexander Rodgers,
(U.S.A.), son of Ad-
miral C. R. P. Rodgers.

James McCormick
Cameron, married
Scott Robinson.

Mary.

Margaretta, married
William Clark of New
Jersey.

Rachel, married Chand-
ler Hale, son of Senator
Eugene Hale, of Maine.

2d wife's child, Martha
Cameron, married Ron-
ald Lindsay, son of the
Earl of Crawford.

William Cameron,
married Eleanor
McGlauchin

John Cameron, married
Mary Schultze.

Simon Cameron,
married Margaretta
Brua.

James Cameron, married
Rebecca Leman.

Daniel Cameron

Eliza Cameron, married
Anthony B. Warford.

Jane Cameron

Catherine Cameron,
married Dr. John S.
Bobbs.
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