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FORMER HISTORICAL SOCIETY BUILDING "MODERNIZED"

Members of the Lancaster County Historical Society were shocked
recently when the owner of its former home at 307 North Duke Street
decided to •set a large "picture" window into the front wall in place of
the two white-shuttered, small-paned colonial-style windows. After the
picture window was installed the entire front wall was covered with a
stone-like facing in pastel colors — buff, tan, yellow, &c. A bronze plaque
erected on the front wall proclaimed this building and its adjacent struc-
tures to be the former Continental stables which sheltered the mounts of
the local militia and Continental Army men assigned to duty in Lancas-
ter. Opposite were the barracks.

Letters to the editors of the local newspapers condemned the altera-
tions or condemned those who opposed the changes. Your Society peti-
tioned City Council to enact an ordinance establishing historical zoning
designed to prevent thoughtless alteration or destruction of truly histori-
cal or architecturally significant buildings in Lancaster. Council is study-
ing the matter.

As for the historical significance of 307 North Duke Street, more his-
tory was made in the building between 1925 and 1955 when the Society
carried on its work there than anything which occurred within the four
walls previous 'to 1925. Although Jacob Hill Byrne, Esq. presented a
learned paper on the Continental Stables before the Society (vol. 36, page
177) in which he argued that the present structure was the stable, it is
the opinion of this writer that the present building was erected between
1836 and 1853. Possibly some of 'the foundation and parts of earlier walls
were incorporated into the newer building but the building as we know
it today has too many evidences of being constructed in mid-19th century.
The colonial doorway and facade features were added in 1925 by the
Society and were contributed by Walter Hager, replacing dingy Victorian
appendages to 'the structure.



TO BE DESTROYED SHORTLY
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MAGNIFICENT GEORGIAN SPECIMEN DOOMED

Since we last reported the old Lightner Mansion, more recently the
Sheetz Funeral Home, was to be demolished (Clio, vol. 65, page 151),
some research has been undertaken to ascertain the age of the handsome
woodwork and architectural detail. Built about 1857, the Lightner man-
sion according to tradition, incorporated many of the architectural gems
salvaged from the old Ross mansion when it was removed to make way
for the present Court House in 1852. A very old photograph 	 one of the
earliest made in Lancaster — shows the Ross mansion prior to its disman-
tling, and is reproduced herewith from the Steinman Album belonging to
the Society through the skill and courtesy of Dr. Nelson Francis.

Comparison of the Ross mansion details with the present Lightner
structure reveals glaring discrepancies in the age and style of woodwork.
The highly-developed late Georgian style had become "out-moded" for
all practical purposes in the 1850's; mid-Victorian and divers Italian
Renaissance examples were then in fashion. Nevertheless the Lightner
mansion was built true to the earlier classical style. The style of the door-
way is Roman Doric with a fully-developed unbroken pediment, or frontal,
resting on an unusual entablature consisting of identical stacked triglyphs
mounted on both architrave and frieze. The quality of the ancient photo-
graph is too poor to permit close analysis of the doorway, but there are
evidences that the entablature was heightened to accommodate a larger
and taller door with fanlights if, indeed, the old door frame was used at
all. Despite the increased bulk of the entablature and pediment, the re-
sult is entirely handsome.

The Historical Society would like to have this doorway when the
mansion is razed, and the New York owner of the structure promised ver-
bally to give it to the Society, but he has since died. In all probability the
architectural details will Abe smashed into splinters when the mansion is
reduced to rubble. Members who would like to see this doorway presented
to the Society ought to make their feelings known. Letters to this editor
will be forwarded to the company which is going to erect a modern apart-
ment house on the site. With your help perhaps we can salvage a hand-
some architectural detail. There have been rumors afloat that the price-
less details will be stripped from the mansion and sold piecemeal to per-
sons still building mansions in the "affluent style." Enough has been taken
to New York from Lancaster!

Oddly enough, a similar type of doorway can be seen in Court Alley
right off East King Street at the side of Garvin's Men's Store. Dark red
in color, close examination reveals that it is a terra cotta reproduction
made in the late 1800's. It, too, is an architectural gem of that period al-
though it does not have the grace and charm of the previously described
doorway.
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An early photograph of the Ross Mansion which stood at the northwest corner
of Duke and King Streets, where since 1853 the present court house has been lo-
cated. Note the pediments over each window and the number of lights, or panes,
in the windows of the first and second storey contrasted with the windows of the
third storey. The doorway, difficult to examine in this ancient photograph, reveals
little which can be used as a guide to substantiate the tradition that it was removed.
and re-installed at the Li ghtner Mansion about 1857.



The highly-developed Georgian neo-classic doorway of the Lightner Mansion.
Note the coffered semi-circle, or intrados, around the fanlights above the door. The
six guttae under the pediment's corona are studded with fifteen treenails each; the
guttae under the cornice of the entablature are studded similarly. A fine carved
figuration can be seen under the cornice above the keystone. Notice, also, the tandem
triglyphs on the entablature. Extended ornamentation of the window frames does not
appear on the Ross Mansion.
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LITITZ SETS EXAMPLES WE SHOULD FOLLOW
Lititz was the pioneer in Pennsylvania in creating a historical zone

subject to municipal control. The historic and charming Moravian town
is determined to preserve •its fine old Moravian buildings, and Lititz has
shown the way. Here is another fine demonstration of what alert and
active people on the local level, in their own communities, can do if they
are so inclined. There was no running to Harrisburg or Washington; no
bureaucratic authorities created 	  just old-fashioned American home rule
and individual response. A Historical Foundation has been formed to car-
ry on the preservation and research, and it is at present raising funds to
purchase a building to serve as its headquarters and museum.

18th CENTURY FALL-OUT SHELTERS?
Workmen recently razing the •buildings on the southeast corner of

East King Street and South Christian Street were amazed to discover
large stone vaults extending under the sidewalk and street from the base-
ment of what had been the Piersol Store building at No. 24. The struc-
ture to the left, along South Christian Street, had been the Exchange Ho-
tel at one time. Vaults are fairly common under the sidewalks in old
downtown buildings. This site was cleared to permit a shopping and park-
ing facility to be constructed. Opposite this site on East King Street are
the Lancaster County National Bank and the old Stern Store, both being
demolished to make way for a "modern" bank building. Both structures
are now gone.
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The Huebener House at Lititz close by Moravian Church Square is one of
a number of charming 18th century buildings being preserved in that historic com-
munity of Lancaster County.

NOT FOR RAZING!

Realtors and proponents of modernity would do well to avoid calling
on Mr. and Mrs. Clarkson T. Hunt, proud owners of the historic old man-
sion at 247 East Orange Street, on the northwest corner of Shippen Street,
if their mission is to make an offer! One such realtor recently discovered
that the Hunts were too appreciative of their fine old home with all its
historic associations and traditions rooted in early Lancaster to sell at
any price. It seems some person decided the pre-Revolutionary War per-
iod mansion had been around too long, and that it was time to tear it
down, and replace it with a modernistic monstrosity. If the Hunt house
was a shambles one could forgive such a suggestion, but it is an extremely
well-preserved, carefully-tended, colonial home loved by its owners. The
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission erected a sidewalk
marker calling attention to its Georgian beauty. To the next person who
approaches Mrs. Hunt with the notion that a gasoline station or super-
market or parking lot would look just dandy on the site we would sug-
gest first taking the precaution of placing a soft mattress on the sidewalk
outside the door.
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Formerly the J. A. Miller Drug
Store, 56 North Queen St., the
appearance of this center-city pro-
perty has responded beautifully to
the creative skill of Architect John
W. Greiner.
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Musselman Apothecary
John W. Greiner, A.I.A.

ARCHITECT
Herman Wohlsen's Sons, Inc.

CONTRACTOR

WE SALUTE THEM!

Despite the trend to wrecking everything that is old and replacing
it with glass, enameled steel and other building materials of gaudy but
temporary lustre, some of Lancaster's businessmen are showing that the
traditional not only is tasteful and in keeping with our colonial appearance
— it is good business too! After passing tired, dull, unimaginative store
fronts of shiny (?) tiles, many cracked or missing; tarnished light metals;
large glass show windows plastered shut with "lost our lease," "going out
of business," and "over-stocked — everything must go to the bare walls"
signs; multi-colored neon signs with some of the letters unlit; and brown,
brittle plants fastened in caked clay (they were exotic and fresh on open-
ing day) placed in unlikely spots, we find it most refreshing to behold a
handsome, fresh reproduction of an early store front or a tastefully de-
signed entrance of gracious dignity.

On North Queen Street, Musselman's Apothecary Shop, a new busi-
ness in Lancaster, commissioned Architect John Greiner to rebuild the
store front and interior. The result is unusual, striking and extremely
attractive; it is a tribute to both John Greiner and the owners of the
apothecary. When a merchant shows his concern for our community's
tradition in this manner, we should respond appropriately by patronizing
his businessplace. Nothing we can do has the effect of giving or with-
holding our trade. On East Orange Street, Inter-County Hospitalisation
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Services, better known as Blue Cross and Blue Shield, has fitted up an
office and entrance in keeping with the dignity and stability of the repu-
tation they wish to maintain. The front is panelled in white wooden
boards with a fine pedimented and fluted doorway. Across the street,
our friend Ed Jaeger of Engle and Hambright Co. has had a most at-
tractive new front 'installed. It, too, is characteristic of Early Lancaster
architecture. Dr. Mark Wesler has removed his optometrist's offices a few
doors north on North Duke Street, and has had installed a sweeping bow
window of excellent design and proportion surmounted by a pent roof.
To all of these citizens we say "thank you for expressing an intelligent
appreciation of our community's traditions."

As we go to press, announcement has been made of plans for redevel-
oping a major portion of Downtown Lancaster. Virtually all structures
in the area bounded by Orange Street, North Christian Street, Chestnut
Street and North Prince Street will be demolished. These include the
Hotel Brunswick (1912,1924), Y.M.C.A. (1903,1925), Boyd Theatre, for-
merly the Colonial (1914), Arcadia Market (1927) and the historic Elli-
cott House (1780). Accommodations for motor cars, a motel and a new
department store are planned for the area.



CITY PLANNING MUSEUM IDEAL TRIBUTE TO ELLICOTT

"No historic or architecturally significant buildings would be involved"
in the demolition of scores of major commercial properties in Downtown
Lancaster asserted the Redevelopment Authority in its announcement. On
the heels of that comforting statement many of Lancaster's historically-
minded people breathed a sigh of relief and concluded the planners, after
all, had become aware of Lancaster's priceless tradition. But a few lines
down in the announcement was the report that the Otter's home was to
be destroyed along with the other buildings. The Otter's home happens
to be the historic home of many illustrious Lancastrians, among them
John A. Hiestand, James Reynolds and Marcus Holbrook — all noted
editors and political figures. The most important owner of the fine old
Georgian-style dwelling was Major Andrew Ellicott who lived in it from
1801 until 1813 when he was appointed professor of mathematics and
superintendent of the United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York. Major Ellicott was a remarkable civil engineer, surveyor,
mathematician, astronomer and educator. When the French engineer,
Major Pierre L'Enfant, was fired by President Washington and Thomas
Jefferson for his temper tantrums and insubordination, Major Ellicott
was selected to reconstruct the grand plan for the capitol city of the young
Republic. Ellicott set about the task with both exceptional competence
and tact, and before long Washington in •the District of Columbia was
laid out to the satisfaction of President Washington and Mr. Jefferson.
Thus Major Ellicott was actually the man who planned Washington, and
probably he was the first native American to be a "city planner." To
those who have read M. Luther Heisey's paper on Ellicott (Vol. 54, pp.
1-14) the long list of noteworthy accomplishments and his national (even
international) friendships with the illustrious scientists and politicians of
his day indicates a most unusual personality.

The Ellicott house was erected during the Revolutionary War by
Gottlieb Sehner, Jr. Of red brick and well-designed architectural trim
known generally as "Georgian," the Ellicott house remains virtually un-
changed on the exterior although a rear addition was built many years
ago. Its state of preservation is excellent and it is thoroughly sound. The
interior has been remodeled for the purposes of the fraternal organization
which owns the building at present, but it is understood no drastic changes
have been made which either weakened or impaired the structure.

It is our suggestion, therefore, that instead of razing the historic Elli-
cott house, the Redevelopment Authority should do the following:

1. Obtain the structure from its present owners.

2. Raze the buildings surrounding it as planned.

3. With the advice of a competent architect and knowledgeable lo-
cal historians, restore the building by removing the rear addition,
removing the paint which covers the bricks, and the replacement
of the more modern single-pane window sashes with the original
many-paned sashes traditional with the Georgian style.

4. Renovate the interior, remove certain partitions, and equip the
building as a museum and showcase for city planning in general,



The Andrew Ellicott House as it appeared around the term of the century.

as a memorial to the life and work of Major Ellicott, and as an
exhibition center for displaying plans for the Lancaster of the fu-
ture. The building could be owned and maintained by the Author-
ity or by the City or by another organization.

This suggestion, it should be understood, does not require any major
expense to the exterior and its does not propose that the interior be re-
stored or rebuilt to capture the architectural spirit of the exterior. To
serve best for the purposes outlined above, the interior should be kept sim-
ple and be adapted for flexibility.

If followed, this suggestion would put Lancaster in the forefront of
communities which have harmonized successfully the pressing needs of
urban renewal, the economic revitalization of the city, and the preserva-
tion of that which is historically and architecturally desirable or signifi-
cant in our tradition. Moreover, use of the Ellicott house would preserve
a fine building significant historically and architecturally, establish a fitting
memorial to America's first native municipal planner, honor the profes-
sion of city planning in a unique manner, and provide a showcase for
telling the "renewal and redevelopment" story to Lancastrians.

Planning is with us to stay — regardless of our personal feelings
about the gradual replacement of individual rights with society's "rights"
as determined by an omnipotent, paternalistic government. As the popu-
lation increases and expands, pressures upon our communities, our entire
society, will force more and more planning and control over individual
action. If we who are interested in our culture 	  our tradition — our
heritage — fail to respond to this challenge, to apply the Toynbee theory;



we will one day (1) find all we cherish completely destroyed, or (2) be
forced to tolerate a constantly worsening situation injurious to all parties.
We can meet the challenge by exerting some control over the "planning"
to influence its path. We can be certain "planning" recognizes the use-
fulness and validity of our heritage and its traditions, institutions and
monuments. Inasmuch as social control and planning have an inevitable
dehumanizing effect upon people, a counter assault should be launched
by those who understand the spiritual, cultural and intellectual needs of
human beings. The desirability of having the planners obtain a liberal
education from the humanities is manifest; we owe it to ourselves and our
posterity to be certain the case for our cultural traditions is impressed
effectively upon those who are doing the planning and social controlling.

Lest all planners feel we are being unfair, it must be said that there are
planners who have expressed a genuine willingness to cooperate, and who
seem quite able to appreciate our cultural objects. Mr. C. Bickley Foster
of the County Planning Commission already has earned the admiration
of the historical society for his intelligent, well-balanced and culturally-
sympathetic viewpoints. Mr. Burrell Cohen of the Lancaster Redevelop-
ment Authority has had less opportunity to demonstrate his concern for
the historically and architecturally significant in our community but we
are looking for his cooperation and understanding in the future as crises
arise. We believe Mr. Cohen will earn the gratitude of both "conserva-
tors" and "changers." That will not be an easy or enviable task; how-
ever, conservators usually are more willing to listen to reason, to compro-
mise if necessary, than are the "changers" who have a doctrinaire faith
in the desirability of change, and who, too often and too late, discover
the torch of progress is sometimes an uncontrollable conflagration.
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