
M. LUTHER HEISEY

THE GALLANT SEVENTY-NINTH REGIMENT

Mr. Heisey turns the spotlight on Lan-
caster County's most representative
Civil War unit, chronicling the march-
es and feats of that brave regiment.

In this centennial anniversary period of the tremendous struggle
known to us as our Civil War and to others as the War between the
States, it ill behooves us to deal in rancor, to reopen old sores, or to utter
calumnious words. Rather let us recall with pride the martial deeds of
the boys from our own county, marvel at the manner in which they en-
dured hardships, and sorrow anew at the terrific sacrifice in limb and
life necessarily paid by them to preserve for us the solidarity of our Un-
ion.

The military unit most representative of this county and in largest
number was the famous Seventy-ninth Regiment composed of nine local
companies, with one from Washington County. From 1861 to 1865 they
were actively engaged in campaigns which took them from Kentucky,
through Georgia, to the Carolinas, and then to a heroes' Welcome Home.
Their dearly bought victories red-stained the battlefields of Perryville
(Chaplin Hills), Murfreesboro (Stone River), Sweeden's Cove, Chicka-
mauga, Rossville, Tunnel Hill, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, and
Bentonville.



After recruitment the regiment was sent immediately to Camp Wil-
kins, near Pittsburg [h], the last company arriving October 11, 1861. The
field officers then were

Henry A. Hambright, Colonel
John H. Duchman, Lieutenant Colonel
William S. Mellinger, of Monongahela City, Major

October 5, companies of Captains Kendrick and McBride left Lan-
caster.

October 7, Companies of Captains Duchman and Klein departed,
followed the next day by companies commanded by Captains McGovern,
Wickersham, Gompf and Whiteside. Wickersham had raised his company
of "Normal Rifles" of 101 recruits in two weeks' time. Crowds gathered
in Center Square to give them a tumultuous farewell, and to each sol-
dier a Testament was presented by the Rev. Daniel Steck, of St. Johns'
Lutheran Church. The band which accompanied the regiment was drawn
in large measure from the old Lancaster Fencibles unit.

On October 17 the regiment left camp and marched to Allegheny
City, where the State colors were presented by Governor Andrew Gregg
Curtin. In a stirring address the governor said: "Colonel Hambright, of
the Seventy-ninth Regiment, into your charge I give this flag. Let it be
borne aloft by your sturdy men, until they bring it back entwined with
wreaths of victory. Be careful of your men; preserve their health; nurse
them in sickness and watch over their interests, that they may serve their
country with a right good will." State flags were "to be presented to each
Pennsylvania regiment as it passes into service, and on their return the
battles in which they participated are to be marked on the flags, which
will be filed forever in the archives of the state."

This promise was faithfully kept, and the flag of the Seventy-ninth
Regiment, with the names of the battles inscribed thereon, can be seen
in a case hermetically sealed, in the rotunda of the state capitol, the case
being the first one on the right side.

On the following day the brigade, commanded by Brigadier General
James S. Negley, composed of the Seventh-seventh, the Seventy-eighth
and the Seventy-ninth Pennsylvania regiments, marched through the
streets of Pittsburg, and embarked upon a fleet of steamers bound for
Louisville, Kentucky. Here they learned that all hazards were not met
only upon the battlefields, for through the collapsing of the overcrowded
deck a number of men from the Seventy-ninth were injured; Daniel Clem-
mens, leader of the band, was among them. The trip down the Ohio
River, part of the way in fog, took seventy-two hours to travel 610 miles.

The sumptuous remuneration for the services of a soldier in the '60s
for a year were:

Pay, at $13 per month 	  $156
Allowance for clothing 	  42
Allowance for rations 	  144
Bounty from the county 	  100
For grant of 160 acres of land (in prospect), value 100



GENERAL HENRY A. HAMBRIGHT

Henry A. Hambright was born 24 March 1819 to Mayor Frederick and Eliza-
beth Shaeffer Hambright. The Hambrights were a soldiering family, with his father
and uncle, Colonel George Hambright, serving during the War of 1812 and after-

ward. Henry was made a First Lieutenant during the Mexican War. Later, dur-
ing the Civil War, he commanded the 79th Regiment of the Pennsylvania Volun-
teers as a colonel, and upon the mustering out of the 79th, he was commissioned
brevet Brigadier General of volunteers. While he served as a colonel of the volun-
teers he held simultaneously the rank of captain of the 11th Regiment of the U.S.
Infantry in the regular army.



From Louisville the brigade proceeded for fifty miles by rail to Camp
Nevin, on Nolen Creek, in Hardin County, Kentucky, and three weeks
later crossed the stream to Camp Negley. On December 17 it moved
south, and after a delay at Bacon Creek it continued on the march to
Camp Wood, near Munfordsville, on the north bank of Green River.
Time was spent in drilling, and in picket, guard and scout duty.

In reviewing the precision drilling of Colonel Hambright's Seventy-
ninth Pennsylvania and the First Wisconsin, Mr. Prentice, senior editor
of the Louisville Journal, was forced to remark: ". . . never before were
our pulses so stirred by any kindred spectacle." Then followed the trans-
fer of the brigade flag to Brigadier General Rousseau. "It was the most
magnificent martial pageant that we ever beheld . . . without striking for it
as if the strength of God's will were in their souls, and the strength of
God's thunder in their arms." No small part of the pageant was contribut-
ed by the soul-stirring martial music of Clement's Fencible Band, which
had earned a coveted place at Brigade Headquarters.

The welfare of our soldier boys was not neglected. From a letter of
February 25, 1862, written by Mrs. E. F. Graham, of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, to the Patriot Daughters of Lancaster, we read: "In visiting the
hospital I have always hunted the Lancaster boys first, more particularly
have I done so in distributing the supplies your bounty has provided.
Your boxes reached us safely. I have reserved a large portion to be sent to
Bowling Green, as there are many sick there and as Colonel Hambright's
and Stambaugh's regiments were on their way there. I expected some
comforts for the sick would be needed, as the country is so perfectly des-
titute, the rebels having occupied it for the last five months."

The brigade had by now entered Nashville, a city then having 6,000
people. Little alarm was felt, for Mayor R. R. Cheatham of that city
stated that the committee waiting on General Buell had a satisfactory
interview, and learned "there is every assurance of safety and protection
to the people, both in their persons and in their property." People in-
side the Federal lines were urged "to resume their commerce with the city,
and bring in their market supplies; especially wood, butter and eggs; as-
suring them that they will be fully protected, and amply remunerated."
While there it was stated that the Lancaster County regiment was com-
posed of well-behaved men "noted for their intelligence, morality and
good breeding, as can command the respect and confidence of the citi-
zens [of Nashville] and cause them to place a just estimate upon the
character of the soldiers composing the armies of the Union and the
Constitution." These expressions caused one writer to say, "The Seventy-
ninth occupies an enviable position in the Army, and we feel assured,
while it is commanded by its present Colonel, will never lose its good
name."

Tiring of camp life, the men of General Negley's Seventh Brigade,
Second Division, were waiting for the time "when that thrice welcome
command, 'March,' shall be given to us to move onward, animated by the
courageous deeds of other soldiers, inspired by the noble impulse which
tells that in this struggle we battle for our country, for humanity, for
God."



On Saturday, March 29, 1862, the regiment left Camp Andy John-
son, near Nashville, and marched to Franklin, where they encamped on
the banks of Harpeth Creek. On April 1 the march was resumed toward
Columbia and then to Camp Morehead, named in honor of General J. K.
Morehead, member of Congress from Pennsylvania.

Then on May 14 a forced march of twenty-one miles in six hours
was made from Pulaski to Lamb's Ferry. With "the Seventy-ninth in ad-
vance," and supported by artillery, the rebels were soon compelled to re-
treat. A high-ranking officer said, "I deem it a duty to refer in compli-
mentary terms to the marked efficiency of Colonels Starkweather and
Hambright. . . . The endurance and soldierly bearing of their respective
commands deserves special notice, a large portion of their troops having
marched seventy-five miles in less than three days time." This brought
them to Rogersville, Alabama.

Moving onward, the Seventy-ninth, a portion of the Seventy-eighth,
and Lieutenant Sypher's section of Standart's Battery, encamped near
the mouth of Shoal's Creek, six miles east of Florence, Alabama. Here
Captain Frederick C. Klein, with a detail of eighty men, went in flat
boats down the Tennessee River along Muscle Shoals when the water
was low, from Lamb's Ferry to Florence. The rebels were amazed at
this feat, for "nobody but Yankees could cross the shoals at this stage of
the river." (This portion of the Tennessee River is now navigable through
the work of the Tennessee Valley Authority.) A return to Columbia, Ten-
nessee, was begun, with a march lasting from five A.M. into the night;
part of the force went to Corinth in Mississippi.

After routine duties the regimental tailor, Sergeant Charles B. Fisher,
with the assistance of Corporal Amos Kopp, Private Joseph Stasel and
Corporal Isaac H. Kreider, made a beautiful flag of thirty-four stars and
thirteen stripes, and unfurled it on the courthouse at Pulaski, Tennessee.

On May 29 Colonel Hambright, now in command of the brigade,
chased the enemy from Winchester, through Jasper after severe fighting,
to Chattanooga, "and utterly defeated and routed them at that point."
With the Seventy-ninth in advance, three of their companies under Cap-
tain F. C. Klein were thrown forward as skirmishers, and opposition was
met with at Waldon Ridge and Sweeden's Cove, but Chattanooga was
reached on June 7. Here Hambright's brigade was ordered forward to
reconnoitre the ford, the artillery was placed in position with the Seventy-
ninth in support, and Captain James L. Benson's Company A thrown for-
ward to the river bank to act as sharpshooters, to pick off the enemy's
gunners. As this campaign was but a diversion to relieve pressure against
our General Smith in East Tennessee, the command returned to Shelby-
ville, after having covered a march of two hundred and eighty-four miles.

In July 1862 the regiment was shifted about, marching to Wartrace,
Duck River, Tullahoma, Manchester, and back to Nashville in August.
It was now part of the Third Brigade, First Division, Fourteenth Corps,
then under General Starkweather. All points mentioned were located in

central Tennessee.
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In September General Buell moved his army north to intercept Gen-
eral Bragg, who threatened to capture Louisville. Failing in this Bragg
turned south, followed by Buell. They met at Perryville, Kentucky, Octo-
ber 8, and here the Seventy-ninth engaged in its severest and bloodiest
battle, entailing a loss of 189 casualties, among them Captain Samuel J.
Boone and Lieutenant Henry J. Test, of Company C. Terrific charges,
heightened by the rebel yell, availed nothing, and Bragg was forced to
retreat, going through Crab Orchard, London, Barboursville to Cumber-
land Gap, but General Buell ended his pursuit at London.



General Braxton Bragg, reporting the battle, said that "for the time
engaged, it was the severest and most desperately contested engagement
within my knowledge."

Federal losses: 845 killed, 2,851 wounded, 515 missing
Confederate losses: 510 killed, 2,635 wounded, 251 missing
A Southern writer thought, "It is a fact that Bragg lost his greatest

opportunity for once having superior forces, in not further engaging Buell's
army around Perryville, and endeavoring to defeat him or cause him to
retreat toward Louisville." This seemed to be Bragg's technique — fight,
win, and fall back.

In October 1862 Buell was succeeded by General W. S. Rosecrans,
Bragg succeeded by General Jos. E. Johnston, and McClellan by General
Burnside.

Commenting on the Perryville battle Colonel Hambright said: "All
honor to the Seventy-ninth! They stood like iron men and saved the
day!" General Rousseau christened the regiment the "Bloody Seventy-
ninth." "The bravery and heroism were unparalleled." "The standard of
the Seventh-ninth Infantry was shot down six times, and as often reared
aloft, and when forced from the field the Colonel carried it off." Some-
time after the battle there were sent from Lancaster regimental and state
flags, and two guide flags, all made of heavy silk and beautifully trimmed,
with the inscription, "Presented by citizens of Lancaster, for gallant con-
duct at Chaplin Hills, Ky., Oct. 8, 1862." They had been on exhibition
in the Orphans Court room of our courthouse.

At the end of December and the beginning of January (1863) the
Seventy-ninth was engaged in the Battle of Murfreesboro, being the first

Captain Edward Edgerly

Born 13 September 1837



to cross Stone River, and engage the enemy on the other side. Companies
C, E, H and I were thrown out as post pickets but were forced to retire.
That night the enemy withdrew. The regiment lost two killed and ten
wounded. "Only two killed." But to the mothers of those two it would
appear as the worst battle of the entire war.

In June of 1863 the enemy was forced back to Chattanooga. Then
Rosecrans, by a flanking movement, forced Bragg to evacuate his posi-
tion. The Third Brigade, now designated the Second, suffered severely
by a surprise attack from Bragg's forces near Ringgold, Georgia, and re-
tired a short distance. Here Lieutenant Colonel David Miles and a num-
ber of enlisted men were taken prisoners.

On September 19 and 20 a terrific battle was fought at Chickamauga.
The Union Army, forced into an untenable position, retreated, excepting
General Thomas, who valiantly held the left wing, and prevented a com-
plete debaucle, but finally found it necessary to retire to Chattanooga.
The South had their famous "Stonewall" Jackson, the North had this
"Rock of Chickamauga" in the person of General Thomas. Small wonder,
in later years, that the camp of our local veterans of the G.A.R. should
be called the George H. Thomas Post. The stream by this battlefield had
been called by the Indians "The River of Death," and so it was to many.

Union losses, 16,550
Confederate losses, 17,800

The Tenth Tennessee Regiment lost 68 per cent of its effectiveness.

The Seventy-ninth Regiment had 137 casualties, and among those
who gave their lives were Captain Lewis Heidegger and Lieutenant Fred-
erick Strasbaugh.

A correspondent with the army wrote, "The fighting has been terri-
ble; men have never fought better than ours, and we were driven [back]
only by superiority of numbers. They outnumbered us five to one. . . .
The Seventy-ninth has proven true to their former reputation." Adopted
as a slogan was the usual order, "Seventy-ninth Regiment, march to the
front," to the spot where fighting was the hottest, and the need for rein-
forcements was greatest.

The valor of the Seventy-ninth is attested by this monument erected
at Chickamauga:

79th Regiment
Pennsylvania

Veteran Volunteer
Infantry

2d Brigade, 1st Division
14th Corps

Col. Henry A. Hambright,
Commanding

This Regiment Held This
Position From Early

Sunday Morning,
September 20th, 1863

Until Evening
When Ordered to Retire

Number Engaged
In Battle

of Chickamauga, 390
Killed, Wounded
and Missing, 137

Organized in Lancaster
County, Pa., Sept. 1861

Re-enlisted
As Veteran Volunteers

At Chattanooga, Tenn'e,
February 12th, 1864

Mustered Out at Fairfax
Seminary, Va., July 12th, 1865



79th Regiment Monument at

Chickamauga, Georgia

Chattanooga was now invested by Bragg's army, and the Union
forces suffered greatly from short rations, until relief was secured from
Generals Hooker and Grant. Nevertheless, by November 23 the Union
army was prepared to enter upon one of its most glorious exploits, the
storming by General Hooker of Lookout Mountain, an almost impregna-
ble position, but the brave boys in blue scaled the heights and chased the
Johnny rebs from their entrenchments. Simultaneously General Sherman
and his boys captured Missionary Ridge. In these exploits 3,000 prisoners
and 60 guns were taken. The Seventy-ninth, "champing at the bit," as
they were assigned to post duty at Chattanooga forts, had no part in the
splendid victory. The army kept pushing farther on in Georgia.

An official commendation was issued: "The General commanding
takes this opportunity of returning his sincere thanks and congratulations
to the brave armies of the Cumberland, the Ohio, the Tennessee, and
their comrades from the Potomac, for the recent splendid and decisive



successes achieved over the enemy. In a short time you have recovered
from him the control of the Tennessee river from Bridgeport to Knoxville.
You dislodged him from his great stronghold upon Lookout Mountain,
drove him from Chattanooga Valley, wrested from his determined grasp
the possession of Missionary Ridge, repelled with heavy loss to him his
repeated assaults upon Knoxville. .. ."

Colonel Hambright was in command of the Second Brigade when
they engaged the enemy at Tunnel Hill, Georgia, and in which the Seven-
ty-ninth participated, February 22, 1864.

Most of the members of the Seventy-ninth now re-enlisted and were
given a veterans' furlough, March 8, 1864. In the Lancaster Daily Ex-
press of March 16, 1864, appeared this greeting: "GRAND WELCOME HOME

to the gallant veterans of the Seventy-ninth. Upon their arrival the veter-
ans were met and welcomed by an immense crowd of their fellow-citizens,
and the streets through which they passed were thronged with men,
women and children. The display of bunting was magnificent, and re-
minded us of the patriotic uprising in 1861, when the demand for flags
could not be supplied.

"The Reception was altogether a magnificent affair, and the veterans
after what they witnessed today can have no doubt of how deeply the
People sympathize with the gallant defenders of the flag of the free.

"The officers and men of the Seventy-ninth looked like veterans as
they are. . . . Many once familiar faces were missed from the veteran
ranks, and as the torn colors of the regiment passed along, riddled by
the deadly missiles of many a battle, we saw the tears start to eyes un-
used to weeping. The friends and fellow-citizens have done their duty in
welcoming home these veterans. A greater and more significant duty to
them remains to be done.

"They want their decimated ranks filled up to the maximum num-
ber. That alone can make them feel that they are in truth and in heart sup-
ported at home. Unless that is done, all that parading today has been but
mere mockery."

The veterans were escorted from Dillerville into town; the parade,
headed by City Councils, faculty and students of Franklin and Marshall
College, the fire companies, and social organizations, marched on Har-
risburg Avenue and down North Queen Street to the Square. The bell
of the Washington Fire Company added its cheering tone to the welcome.

The Daily Express displayed a large sign reading:
THE EXPRESS

Cheered Your Going,
Sustained You When Absent,

Heralded Your Victories,
And Now Extends You a Hearty

WELCOME HOME
The parade ended at Fulton Hall where a "splendid collation" was

prepared for the veterans, and where they were addressed by Dr. Henry
Carpenter and Mayor George Sanderson. Private Edwin R. Martin, of
Company E, responded feelingly, promising the lasting loyalty of the Sev-
enty-ninth.
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The Daily Express further reports:
"This afternoon Colonel Hambright's regiment gave a dress parade

in Center Square, which was witnessed by a large concourse of citizens,
with great satisfaction. The Colonel also put the regiment through the
manual of arms. This drilling was something far beyond anything our
citizens ever before had an opportunity of witnessing, the movements all
being performed with a precision which veterans only could attain.

"Many, alas! how many, who marched from this city in the fall of
1861, with patriotic hearts beating in their manly bosoms, did not return
to hear the so fondly looked for Welcome Home! Few who gazed upon
those steady ranks of bronzed and battle-worn veterans did not miss some
once familiar face, upon which they shall never look again."

Missing was "E.H.W." (Witmer), of The Daily Express, correspond-
ent of the regiment, wounded and captured at Chickamauga. Also the
"gallant and dashing Lieutenant Colonel David Miles, the soul of the
regiment, idolized by his men and beloved by all his fellow-citizens," cap-
tured and placed in Libby Prison. Escaping therefrom, his freedom was
short-lived as he was retaken and again placed in the prison.



But now the furlough was about to expire. At noon on April 27,
1864, the Seventy-ninth prepared to return to the front. They marched
from Center Square to Harrisburg Pike and entrained on eight passenger
cars. Even though their famous regimental band enlivened the occasion,
the send-off gathering was smaller than the welcoming one.

Returning to the camp of the Army of the Cumberland, they took
with them several hundred recruits which had been added to the regi-
ment since their arrival home. This dispelled the mistrust by those who
thought the boys would not be properly encouraged.

Moving to the front, the Seventy-ninth had several engagements be-
tween Dalton and Resaca, reaching the latter place on May 16, 1864, then
they escorted a wagon train into Acworth. Further on the enemy was
met at Kenesaw Mountain and Marietta, and after a sharp skirmish the
rebels were forced to retire to the trenches about Atlanta. In this cam-
paign the regiment had 94 casualties.

A personal touch to this paper is provided by the following letter,
written by Jim (James H. Marshall) to his brother-in-law Jack (John
Piersol McCaskey), as the regiment was nearing Atlanta. Jim later be-
came postmaster of Lancaster, and Jack became mayor after serving for
fifty years as principal of the Boys' High School on West Orange Street.

3'/ miles south of Marietta, Ga.
4th July morning, 1864

Dear Jack:
On Saturday night last our lines were changed, the 3d Brigade being

on the extreme left, while the right was well on Johnson's Flank. John-
son perceiving the move, and knowing what the result would be, under
cover of night, evacuated the Mountain and his entire line. Our forces
followed immediately, skirmishing all day yesterday with the enemy. We
had very little fighting on the left, but it is reported that the right had
quite a fight, resulting in the capture of a large number of Prisoners, and
the burning of some 500 wagons. One report says Hooker's men captured
5000 persons — too good, I fear, to be true. We are pressing him hard,
& it seems to be the opinion that he will not make a stand at the river.
We are now in line of battle, 16 miles from Atlanta, 4 miles south of Ma-
rietta. How far the right wing is from Atlanta I cannot say, but cannot
be more than 7 or 8 miles. We passed through Marietta about 11 o'clock
yesterday. Got into Post Office and found a number of late rebel papers.
Send you one of July 1st. Also send one to Kate of earlier date. We came
in so fast they were unable to send or burn the mail. Everything had
been removed of any account. Heavy firing has been going on all morn-
ing, and hot work is expected. I am feeling as well as can be expected.
Brother Will is also well and sends his love. My regards to all. Love to
Kate, Ellen, Ned, &c.

Will write soon again. Have no stamps Jack, no money, no other
paper but this rebel stuff I picked up yesterday. My thanks for the papers.

Yours respectfully,
Jim.

The paper which Commissionary Sergeant James H. Marshall alluded
to as "this rebel stuff" was Form No. 11, a Return of all slaughtered hogs,
"in accordance with the provisions of section 12, of 'an act to lay taxes
for the common defence and carry on the government of the Confederate
States'." Jim wrote his letter home on the back of this Form. It is pre-
served by his grandaughter, Mary Marshall Long. "Brother Will" was
William S. McCaskey, captain of Company B.



Incidentally, a soldier who should be better known to Lancaster
Countians was Brigadier General Joseph F. Knipe, born in Mount Joy,
March 30, 1823, educated in schools at Manheim and Lebanon, served in
the Mexican War, and with Sherman from Chattanooga to Atlanta, be-
ing severely wounded. After the war he was postmaster at Harrisburg,
and postmaster of House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. He died
in the city of Harrisburg.

Ajax, the regimental correspondent for the Lancaster Intelligencer,
writing before Atlanta, on August 17, 1864, stated: "The nasty Johnnies
paraded, on top of their bulwarks, a company of feminines attired in
whites. Celestial sight!" The old Seventy-ninth (as they are always front)
stood with straining eyes on top of their breastworks, their muskets in the
bottom of the trench to view the sight. "The little vixens disdainfully
waved their handkerchiefs in defiance at us."

"Major [Michael H.] Locher has fully recovered from his severe
bruise, returned to duty and found, as usual, at the head of the regiment.
He has won in his new field of operation unfaded laurels for deeds of
daring, cool judgment, firmness of resolution and unwavering fidelity to
the Constitution."

On July 28 General Hood was defeated and Atlanta invested, but
the town was not fully occupied until September 2. The Seventy-ninth's
casualties were slight about Atlanta. The army kept marching through
Georgia with the First Division in advance, and the Seventy-ninth, under
Lieutenant Colonel Miles, formed the advance guard. At Covington, a
town noted for its excellent water power and pretty women, it met with a
strange reception. "As Hambright's Brigade entered the town, the Lan-
caster (Pennsylvania) band struck up 'Dixie,' when two hundred women
rushed to the piazzas and doors to view the Yankee invaders."

On they went, capturing Milledgeville, then the capital of the state
(with a population of 13,000), on to Buffalo Creek, Sandersville, Waynes-
boro, Scarsboro, Ogeechee, Birdsville and Alexander to Savannah. Little or
no opposition was found, and extensive foraging was the order of the day.
No supply wagon train followed Sherman, but the soldiers lived "on sweet
potatoes, turnips, flour, meal, beef, pork, mutton, chickens, and anything
else found on the plantations."

ARMY OF GEORGIA
Major General H. W. Slocum commanding

Fourteenth Army Corps—Brevet Major General J. C. Davis commanding

First Division
First Brigade 	 Second Brigade 	 Third Brigade

brevet 	 brevet 	 Colonel Hambright
Brig. Gen. Hobart 	 Brig. Gen. Buell 	 21st and 74th Ohio

six regiments 	 three regiments 	 38th Pa. Vol.
79th Pa. Vol.

Savannah was occupied from December 21, 1864, to January 18,
1865. Then began the march through the Carolinas. Columbia was cap-
tured and the town burned. By whom? Not by Sherman for he had
given orders to General 0. 0. Howard to "occupy Columbia, destroy



the public buildings, railroad property, manufacturing and machine shops;
but . . . spare libraries, asylums, and private dwellings." Some thought
Wade Hampton's men started the fire, for to this rebel general the order
had gone out "to punish us for our insolent Attempt to invade the glorious
state of South Carolina!" Sherman states, "A detail from General Stone's
brigade, with an old fire engine, tried to put out the fire in a long pile
of burning cotton bales, which I was told had been fired by the rebel
cavalry on withdrawing from the city that morning." (February 17, 1865.)
You wouldn't work frantically to put out a fire if you had started it
yourself!

The Seventy-ninth was with the forces crossing Black River, where
a skirmish was had with the enemy. Before reaching Goldsboro a greater
force was met, March 22, 1865, and resulted in a severe engagement at
Bentonville, North Carolina, where the Seventy-ninth lost heavily. The
regiment received two hundred recruits at Goldsboro, then proceeded to
Raleigh, arriving there on April 13, being the first unit to plant the
American flag in that town. Lee having surrendered on April 9, Gen-
eral Joe E. Johnston, realizing that further resistance was useless, gave
up the struggle on April 26. The Seventy-ninth was encamped at Mar-
tha's Vineyard, near Raleigh, when news was received that the war was
over. "At quick step and with light hearts" the division marched through
Richmond to Fairfax Seminary, Virginia, near Washington, D. C.

Recognition was given to faithful officers, one such ceremony on June
29 was the sword presentation to Lieutenant Henry Ransing of Company
G, "as a token of respect and friendship, and for his gallantry displayed
on all the battlefields in which he has participated." The sword was pre-
sented for the company by Sergeant Jonathan Holt.

On July 12, 1865, the Seventy-ninth was mustered out of service,
and joyously returned to the ways of peace, having crowned themselves
with glory and honor throughout the entire conflict.

Our heroes returned to their home town on July 19, 1865, alighting
from the train at the site of the Norris Locomotive Works, Plum and
Walnut streets, and were greeted with a tumultous welcome, the ringing
of church bells, firing of cannon, and music by the Union League Band.
The regiment paraded through the streets to Fulton Hall where a feast
awaited them. Prayer was offered by the Rev. J. Isadore Mombert, and
an address made by the Rev. Augustus C. Wedekind, who voiced the
sentiment, "With what heroic pride and patriotic satisfaction can you
today survey the thrilling history of the Seventy-ninth!"

What were the repercussions of the conflict?
A personal friend from the South was courageous enough to say, "I

feel no hesitancy in sharing the pride that you justly feel in the great War
of the Rebellion. Though a grandson of a man who believed with all his
soul in the new Confederacy, who was convinced that without slavery
ruin and disaster faced the men and women of his beloved Southland,
who served actively in the rebel army, I know, as every man and woman
in the South knows today, that Lincoln and his associates waged a just
and honorable war. It was a matter of saving the Commonwealth, of pre-
serving the Union of States from the perilous position of hopeless sepa-



rateness. It was a matter of eradicating forever the most festering sore
that ever afflicted the great social body of the nation, the enslavement of
the black man to the dominant will of the white master."

With sentiments equal to the charitable Lincoln, General William
T. Sherman magnanimously expressed himself, "I do not think a human
being could feel more kindly toward an enemy than I do to the people
of the South, and I only pray that I may see the day when they and their
children will thank me, as one who labored to secure and maintain a
government worthy the land we have inherited, and strong enough to se-
cure our children the peace and security denied us."

Under the sod and the dew,
Waiting the judgment day;

Love and tears for the blue,
Tears and love for the gray.

THE REGIMENTAL BAND

An attractive feature of the Seventy-ninth Regiment was the band
attached to it. It was drawn practically intact from the Lancaster Fenci-
bles; in fact, in the early days of the war it was often referred to as the
Fencibles Band (see vol. 64, p.180). The personnel consisted of

Bandmasters
Joseph M. Cogley, George W. Monroe, Daniel A. Clemmens

Musicians
John C. Adams
Jacob Adams
George P. Breuderly
Joseph A. Breuderly
Adam Bartch
Charles A. Hepting

Lewis Hepting
Charles Heckler
Frederick Hepting
Hiram Newmyer
John P. Shindle
Henry P. Shenk

John Yackley

Dan Clemmens, leader of the band, was so unfortunate as to become
injured on the steamer about to leave Pittsburgh, and so was relieved of
duty for a time. By the efficiency of Regimental Bandmaster Clemmens,
and the excellence of their music, the band was ordered attached to bri-
gade headquarters, and participated in all ceremonies on the drill field,
and in concerts for the enjoyment of the enlisted men. After the war
Dan organized the City Band, which attained a state-wide reputation. At
the turn of the century two or three drummers of Clemmens' Band would
parade on the downtown streets, lustily beating their instruments to at-
tract one's attention to the banner announcing a ball game. Who could
resist the urge to attend those games, after that demonstration, at the
Rossmere ball park ? It was Lancaster versus Trenton, in the old Tri-
State League. Clemmens died January 22, 1903, and the following veteran
musicians survived him: George Breuderly, Joseph Breuderly, Joseph Cog-
ley, Jacob Norbeck, Harry S. Shenck, Charles Streich, Fred Wettig, Dan-
iel A. Clemmens, Jr., Harmon Newmoyer.



PATRIOT DAUGHTERS

For the amelioration of our soldier boys there was organized the Pa-
triot Daughters of Lancaster, under the direction of the Rev. J. Isadore
Mombert, April 22, 1861, just nine days after the fall of Fort Sumter; Ro-
sina Hubley was president and M. M. Kendig, treasurer. This was one
of the first of such organizations in the nation. Necessities and even some
luxuries were supplied to the value of thousands of dollars, and represent-
ed every article of need or comfort. The list of contributors showed such
prominent names as Charles Hager, Mrs. H. E. Slaymaker, Mrs. Wm.
Gill, Mrs. F. Shroder, Mrs. William Atlee, Mrs. H. Hirsh, Miss Blanche
Nevin, Mrs. A. E. Roberts, Mrs. Wm. Peiper, Mrs. John Sanderson, Miss
Alice Nevin, Mrs. Levi Ellmaker, Mrs. Dr. Muhlenberg, Miss Sybilla
Heitshu, and many others.

Throughout the county these organizations helped with the work:

Soldiers Aid Society of Manheim
Samaria Association of Martic Township
Knitting Association of Upper Leacock Township, Mrs. D. Bard,

president
Women of Mount Joy
Soldiers Aid Association of Fulton Township
Ladies' Patriotic Circle of Marietta
Patriot Daughters of Ephrata
Patriot Ladies of Strasburg and Lampeter Townships
Conestoga Centre Soldiers Aid Society
Soldiers Fair at Fulton Hall, February 22, 1864, netted the sum of

$12,000
and finally a

Bounteous collation furnished by the Patriot Daughters to the return-
ing veterans

In one month's time they had an opportunity to demonstrate their
worthy purposes, when the boys of the First and Second Ohio Regiments,
hastily recruited and sent off with little equipment and clothing, reached
their camp grounds north of the college at the site of the old fair grounds.
The race course was used as a drill field. Ill soldiers were removed from
the drafty quarters in the stables and given improved quarters in the
rooms of the Goethean Hall of the college. The Daughters supplied them
with overcoats and blankets. After a short stay the Ohio troops were re-
placed by the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Pennsylvania Volunteers. A din-
ner was given to the men, two thousand in number, which elicited their
grateful thanks.

Prayer books, obtained through the efforts of the Rev. J. Isador
Mombert, were presented to the men, as well as havelocks. These were a
plain cloth covering for the cap, which covered the neck, as a protection
from the sun. During their four active years of volunteer relief and mercy
the Daughters forwarded to the hospitals 1,061 boxes, barrels, etc., of use-
ful and necessary articles.



HEROES ALL!
Biographical sketches of some of the members of the Seventy-ninth

Regiment.
Colonel Henry A. Hambright, a soldier of soldiers, was born March

24, 1819, the son of Major Frederick and Elizabeth Shaeffer Hambright.
Colonel Hambright, on the outbreak of the Civil War, raised a regiment,
with a fine regimental band, and tendered its services to the government.
This organization was destined to crown itself with glory, and became
known as the gallant Seventy-ninth Regiment, serving to the close of the
war.

David Miles first succeeded Colonel Duchman as captain of Com-
pany B, and later as lieutenant colonel of the regiment. He was engaged
in many battles, taken prisoner at Chickamauga, later exchanged and
participated in Sherman's famous march to the sea,. He died July 15,
1893, and is buried in the Lancaster Cemetery marked with this monu-
ment

DAVID MILES
Born Nov. 26, 1831
Died July 15, 1893

Lieut. Col. 79th Regt. P. V. V. Inf.
War of the Rebellion 1861-1865

Perryville 	 Stone River
Chickamauga 	 Savannah

Bentonville
Prisoner of War in Libby Prison

Sept. 1863 - Aug. 1864

John H. Duchman, a prominent citizen of Lancaster, for a time was
proprietor of the Leopard Hotel (later Weber, now Douglas). Always
attracted by military life, he served in the War of 1812, commanded local
companies, one of which became a part of the Seventy-ninth Regiment,
and he was given the rank of lieutenant colonel. Owing to advancing
age he served but one year, and death claimed him on October 8, 1866.

David Miles Monument

in Lancaster Cemetery



CAPTAIN SAMUEL L. HARTMAN

Captain Hartman was born in East Hempfield Township, November
23, 1832, and died in Lancaster, January 23, 1913. In early life he was
a clerk in the Hager store, then went west and became a rider in the
thrilling "pony express" service, never losing a consignment. His first en-
listment was in the First Kansas Brigade, and acted as a guard at the na-
tional capital. He later enlisted in the 79th Regiment, and by rapid pro-
motions became captain of Company E. He served on the staff of Gen-
eral Rousseau, and became the personal aide of General George H. Tho-
mas in the Tennessee campaign; he served until the close of the war, and
was discharged with honors. He was a member of the Lancaster County
Historical Society, the First Methodist Church, the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association, and the American Forestry Association. He was a nota-
ble figure as he walked the streets of Lancaster, using a cane, and ha-
bitually wearing a large blue cape which had a red lining.

William Wilberforce Nevin, Esq., was born at Allegheny, Pa., March
1, 1836, the eldest son of Dr. John Williamson Nevin and Martha Jenkins
Nevin. He was graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in 1853,
his father then being president of the institution. Having studied law in
the office of Colonel William B. Fordney, he was admitted to the Lan-
caster Bar in 1859, but his career was interrupted by the outbreak of the
Civil War. Mr. Nevin was assigned as first lieutenant, Company G, Sev-
enty-ninth Regiment. He was promoted to captain of the company in
1862, and the next year commissioned Assistant Adjutant General, U. S.
Volunteers.

Following the war Captain Nevin began a journalistic career with the
Lancaster Express, and later engaged as editor of Colonel John W. For-
ney's papers, the Philadelphia Press and the Washington Chronicle. His
later years were spent in extensive traveling through Europe, Mexico and
the United States. He died in New York City on September 27, 1899,
and the body was interred in Woodward Hill Cemetery, in Lancaster.
(Bates 2: 1101; New Era, Sept. 30, 1899.)

Captain Edward Edgerly was born September 13, 1837, a descendent
of a prominent New Hampshire family active in Indian and Revolution-
ary struggles. He enlisted promptly in Company K, of the 79th Regiment,
and participated in all of its battles. After the war, he engaged in carriage
making, and had his establishment on Market Street, in the rear of the
Moravian Church. He became active in civic affairs, and served as a
member of Common Councils and as Register of Wills. (Ellis and Evans,
p. 533.)

Captain William Speneer McCaskey, brother of J. P. ( Jack) Mc-
Caskey, was born near Paradise, October 2, 1843. He assisted the then
Captain David Miles and Lieutenant John H. Druckemiller in recruiting
Company B, and was engaged in every battle in which his company and
regiment participated. He was promoted to captain July 1, 1863. After
the close of the war, Captain McCaskey continued his military career, be-
coming colonel of the 20th Regiment of the regular army.



John H. Druckemiller succeeded David Miles as captain of Company
B, being promoted directly after the battle at Perryville, and continuing
in the service until April 23, 1863, when he resigned his commission.
After the war he resided on Lime Street, and was alderman in the sixth
ward. He removed to Sayre, Pennsylvania, and died there January 9,
1924, and was buried with military honors in the Marietta Cemetery in
Lancaster County.

James H. Marshall was born in Lancaster, September 12, 1838.
Leaving the printing trade, he enlisted in Company G, served in the west-
ern campaign, marched through Georgia, engaged in battle in North Car-
olina at Goldsboro and Bentonville, and at the end participated in the
Grand Review in Washington. He was commissioned first lieutenant,
January 21, 1865. Marshall was a brother-in-law of J. P. McCaskey.
After the war he was financial clerk at Harrisburg of the Soldiers' Or-
phan Schools, then later at Lancaster served as letter carrier, assistant
postmaster and postmaster. He died March 19, 1909.

John M. Johnston was born in Chester County, March 4, 1825. A
printer and photographer before the war, he enlisted in Company K,
and served until his resignation as first lieutenant, October 13, 1864. He
became a noted reporter on the Intelligencer, and particularly attractive
were his musings on the yearly appearances of the weather-wise ground-
hog. He served for years as secretary and director of the Lancaster School
Board. Serving safely through most of the war years, it was his fate to
meet death when a fractious horse trampled him as he viewed a parade
in Carlisle. He died January 12, 1889, and was interred in the Lancaster
Cemetery. Among those attending the funeral were Colonel H. A. Ham-
bright, Captain Pratt of the Carlisle Indian School, and members of the
School Board.

John William Hubley, 1847-1888, enlisted as a drummer boy when
but fifteen years of age. After serving in the 122d Regiment, he joined
Company B, of the 79th. After the war he played with Clemmen's City
and the Iroquois bands. He had been a photographer, working with B.
Frank Saylor.

One of the soldier boys who marched with Sherman through Georgia
into North Carolina was Private John G. Carpenter, of Lititz. He
served in Company B, and was engaged in the Seventy-ninth's last battle
at Bentonville, where he was wounded and taken prisoner, being con-
fined in Libby Prison, fortunately for a short time near the war's end.
A cherished memento which he carried with him was a small Bible,
thrown away by his captors, but later picked up and restored to him by
his captain, William S. McCaskey.
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THE BIVOUAC OF THE DEAD

Graves which have been located of soldiers of the Seventy-ninth

On fame's eternal camping ground
Their silent tents are spread,

And glory guards with solemn round
The bivouac of the dead

Soldiers plot in the Lancaster Cemetery
Joseph Mills, Co. H, E. McClarigan-F, James M. Smith-C,
George Poist-G, A. M. Albright-K, Geo. Lorentz-H,
F. Kirchgessaer-K, John Jones-A, P. Harman-E, John Dugan-H

Lancaster Cemetery
On the G.A.R. plot

A. M. Albright, Co. K
Jacob Borter, Co. C
F. Cunningham-F
John Dugan-H
Em'l Finefrock-G
B. H. Finefrock-C
P. Harman-E
Rein Henschkel-F

(Reinhold Heiskill)
John Jones-A
F. Kirchgesser-K
Casper Koogle-F
Geo. Lorentz-H
E. McClarigan-F
Joseph Miller-H
Aug. Millysack-B
Geo. Poist-G
James M. Smith-C
Henry Rine-A
Sgt. C. T. Vernon-K

On private plots
Lieut. George W. Huffnagle-A, 1831-April 20, 1890
Lieut. Colonel David Miles, 1831, 1893
Horace J. Overdeer-B, 1840-1906
Lieut. William H. Pool-K, d. May 17, 1913
Serg. J. Fred Suter-K, Sept. 20, 1840, Nov. 13, 1913
Serg. H. B. Vondersmith-K
Lieut. Colonel David Miles
Lieut. George W. Huffnagle-A, 1831-1890
Lieut. William H. Pool-K, d. May 17, 1913
Serg. J. Fred Suter-K, 1840-1913
Horace J. Overdeer-B, 1840-1906
Lieut. John Maclane Johnston-K, 1825-1889
Capt. David S. Irvin-B, 1843-1891
John Conner-B, 1824-1890
George W. Rittenhouse-B, 1846-1891



Corp. Nathaniel Rittenhouse-K, d. Apr. 17, 1899
J. B. Erisman-H
William Kahl-E, 1821-1888
Lieut. Col. John H. Duchman, 1796-1866
George Elliott-H, 1844-1888
William Flick-I, 1808-1894
J. M. Johnston-K, 1825-1889
John A. Keller, 1842-1862
Jno. McGuire-A
Aug. Millisock-G, 1841-1862
S. Musketnuss-B 	 -1894
G. S. Rost-F
Corp. Charles W. Wiley-B
Anthony McGlinn-A
Francis Waters-B -1864
Corp. George W. Zecher-B, 1843-1891
Henry R. Munson-A, 1840-1881
Hiram Snyder-C
Jacob Weaver-H, 	 -1897
William Norris-C 	 -1893

Greenwood Cemetery—
Jacob Eby-C

Fairview Cemetery, Manheim—
Chambers Gibble-B, d. 1916
Harrison Gibble-A, d. 1898

Brick Mennonite Cemetery, near Willow Street—
Michael Kendig-E, b. Jan. 21, 1835, d. Nov. 11, 1891

Marticville M. E. Cemetery—
Levi Herr-G

Drumore Friends Cemetery—
Thomas B. Hambleton

River Corner Mennonite Cemetery, Conestoga Township—
Samuel McGlaughlin-E

New Danville Reformed Mennonite Cemetery—
Eli Harnish-K

Strasburg Methodist Cemetery
Jacob M. Bireley-I, d. April 15, 1863, aged 21 years
Ephraim McCann-K, wounded at Bentonville, N. C.

Brubaker Cemetery, near Rohrers town—
Jacob Kreider-K, 1828-1887

Muddy Creek Cemetery
Peter Frankhouser-C

St. Anthony's Cemetery, Lancaster—
Martin Blankenrneyer-F
Charles A. Hepting, musician and Co. F
Edward A. Kempfle, Sergeant Co. F
Henry Ransing, 2nd Lt., Co. G



St. Mary's Cemetery, Lancaster
Thomas Langan-G
Capt. Edward McGovern-G
James Moore-F
James Cosgrove-A
John Gorman-K
Philip M. Myers-B
John B. Nelson-C, b. 1832, d. Mar. 25, 1907
Corp. Lawrence Boyle-K
John J. McDevitt-H, d. Jan. 7, 1920, aged 84
John Nelson-C, 1836-1933
Corp. W. J. Ettinger-K, 1839-1881

Zion Lutheran Cemetery, Lancaster
Jacob Adams, musician
John Kautz-H
Edwin Ayers-B
Baltzer Wagner-K
Andrew J. Huffnagle-A
Lewis Hepting-F
Serg. Joseph H. Forrest-H
Capt. J. L. Benson-A
Frederick Hepting, musician, d. Sept. 13, 1874
Peter Doman-A

Woodward Hill Cemetery, Lancaster
William, son of George and Anne Buckius-E, May 16, 1843,

May 19, 1867
Jacob K. Barr-B, Dec. 8, 1861, Mar. 6, 1893
George King-A
William Weidle-I
Jesse L. Jones-G
R. Stapleford-A, d. 1925
Henry Ehler (Eider)-K, d. 1901
Obed L. Robinson-H
Corp. Henry J. Young-G
William A. Keller-I
John W. Hubley, musician, Co. B, July 2, 1847, Sept. 19, 1888
Corp. Frederick H. Sener-B
Serg. William T. Rote-B
Joseph Like-K
John Jacob Loucomer-B
Philip Graybill-H
Serg. Charles B. Fisher-G
John Doebler-K
James Ehrman-G
Serg. Jacob H. Beichler-A
Martin Dornes-E
Serg. Elliott Finley-I
Capt. Edward Edgerly, Co. K
Albert Varnes Hurst-C



Marietta Cemetery
Capt. John H. Druckemiller-B

Mount Tunnel Cemetery, Elizabethtown-
Serg. Andrew W. Snavely-E, 1825-1908

Leacock Presbyterian Churchyard—
J. A. Gregg-C

Union Cemetery, East Petersburg—
Sgt. E. W. Hollinger-E
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