
Lancaster 187o: Celebrated

People Lectured in the City

One Hundred Years Ago.
A Compilation by George L. Heiges

One hundred years ago the leaders in our nation had but one
means apart from the medium of the press to contact their fellow
citizens and present their views; and that was the American lecture
platform. Week after week during the fall and winter months,
statesmen, poets, preachers, travellers, politicians and agitators
went to and fro throughout the land delivering their same stereo-
typed speeches to audiences more than eager to hear and be en-
lightened. For a period roughly from the middle of the nineteenth
century until the advent of radio the so called Lyceum platform
which also presented musical celebrities brought culture to every
considerable town in every section of the nation.

As one peruses the Lancaster papers of the nineteenth century
one readily realizes that the citizens had opportunity to see and
hear the leading literary and political lights of the period. To em-
phasize this fact we selected newspaper items from the Lancaster
Daily Express one hundred years ago. It will be noted that several
of the celebrated characters who came to Lancaster in 1870 did not
come to lecture but to visit; and we have also included one appear-
ance of a clown and also an appearance of a famous actor.



WENDELL PHILLIPS
1811 .. . . 1884

"WENDELL PHILLIPS—Probably no public speaker in the
United States is more eloquent, entertaining and earnest than Wen-
dell Phillips, the distinguished abolitionist of Massachusetts. His
lecture on The Lost Arts' at the Court House on Saturday evening
next is purely of a literary nature and exhibits a vast deal of learn-
ing and research. It is regarded as one of his best productions."

—March 10, 1870

"WENDELL PHILLIPS ON THE LOST ARTS—On Saturday
evening last, Wendell Phillips of Boston delivered his great lec-
ture on The Lost Arts before a large, intelligent and attentive audi-
ence. Mr. Phillips spoke in a quiet, conversational way and so en-
tirely different from his impassioned and fiery outbursts when ad-
dressing the hustings, that his tones fell upon the ear like the soft
ripple of the musical brook after the passing away of a thunder-
storm."

—March 14, 1870

From accounts that have come down through the years, Wen-
dell Phillips was undoubtedly one of the nation's greatest orators,
ranking with Webster and Everett. A graduate of Harvard he was
trained for the law but early took to the lecture platform, agitating
first in behalf of the abolition movement, later espousing the cause
of temperance as well as woman suffrage. His great lecture "The
Lost Arts" was delivered more than two thousand times.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
1817 . . . . 1895

"LECTURE BY DOUGLASS—The largest audience which as-
sembled at any lecture this season was present at the Court House
last evening to listen to Frederick Douglass, the colored orator, dis-
cuss 'Our Composite Nationality'. The lecture was able and bril-
liant, and although it occupied over two hours in the delivery, it
was listened to with the most marked attention to the close. Mr.
Douglass was introduced by A. H. Hood, Esq."

—March 27, 1870

Frederick Douglass, born in Maryland, escaped from slavery,
was educated by William Lloyd Garrison, famous New England
abolitionist, rose to eminence as the outstanding negro of the Civil
War years and the post-war period. From 1841 until his death he
was in constant demand in Europe and in our nation as a lecturer.
From 1871 until 1881 he also held the office of United States Mar-
shal for the District of Columbia and from 1889 to 1891 he was U.S.
Minister to Haiti.



Alexander Hood who introduced Douglass came to Lancaster
in 1839 to be the editor of the "Lancaster Union". He continued as
the owner and editor of that newspaper until 1842. Then having
been admitted to the Lancaster Bar in 1844, for the rest of his life
until death in 1875 he practiced law and held various public offices.
He was a decided abolitionist throughout his career. He lived and
maintained an office at 20 N. Duke street.

JOHN WANAMAKER
1832 . . . . 1922

"FREE LECTURE—John Wanamaker, Esq. of Philadelphia, an
earnest laborer in the field of Christian duty, and an able and en-
tertaining speaker, will deliver a fine lecture in the Court House
on Thursday evening, under the auspices of the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of this city. Mr. Wanamaker, we are assured on
the best authority is a gentleman of extensive acquirements and a
forcible reasoner and has met with flattering success in the various
sections of the State where he has lectured."

—March 29, 1870

"JOHN WANAMAKER of Philadelphia, by invitation, last even-
ing delivered a lecture before the Young Men's Christian Association
of this city. D. S. Bursk of this city introduced Mr. Wanamaker to
the assemblage. The speaker gave a brief history of the origin of
the Christian Association and also stated the objects to be accom-
plished. A collection was lifted to defray the expense incurred for
printing and for the use of the room (in the Court House)."

—April 1, 1870

In the long history of the Y. M. C. A. in the United States, there
has been no stauncher supporter of the organization than John
Wanamaker. Born near Gray's Ferry Bridge, Philadelphia, he
found his greatest joy in life by engaging in Christian work and in
1857 he became the first paid secretary of the Philadelphia Y.M.C.A.
In 1868 he assumed the presidency of the Philadelphia Association,
an office which he then held for many years. It was in 1861 that he
opened his first store at Sixth and Market streets, so that when he
came to Lancaster to lecture, he was already doing business in that
store which was named Oak Hall, as well as a second store at 818
Chestnut street. Wanamaker's Grand Depot Store at 13th and Mar-
ket streets was opened in 1875 and then in 1911 the present great
Wanamaker store was dedicated by President William Howard Taft.
No name shines brighter in the history of merchandising in Amer-
ica than that of John Wanamaker. The Philadelphia church famil-
iarly known as John Wanamaker's church was Bethany Presbyterian
at 22nd and Bainbridge streets.



Mr. Daniel Bursk who presented John Wanamaker to the audi-
ence was himself a most enthusiastic Y.M.C.A. man and in his life-
time was considered to be the founder of the movement in Lancaster.
He served as the first president from 1870 to 1876 and again in
1920 served for some time as the head of the Lancaster organization.
A veteran of the Civil War, Mr. Bursk served during two different
enlistments in the 122nd Pennsylvania Volunteers and the 50th
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers. For many years Mr. Bursk op-
erated a retail grocery store on the corner of East King and Chris-
tian streets (No. 17). An active member of St. John's Lutheran
Church, he was part of numerous religious movements. His home
was at 322 N. Duke street. His age at death in 1932 was ninety-
three.

GENERAL DANIEL PRATT
1809 . . . . 1887

"GENERAL DANIEL PRATT, the great American traveller
and standing candidate for the Presidency, dropped into our sanc-
tum this morning, looking as fierce and wide awake as ever and not
a whit discouraged by his failure to reach the White House in his
previous presidential campaigns—on the contrary is of the opinion
that his success in 1872, if not already an acknowledged fact, soon
will be as undeniable and as universally known as his defeat upon
former occasions."

—March 28, 1870

If you would desire to know more of General Pratt, go to the
Dictionary of American Biography and there you will find him listed
and denominated as VAGRANT. Born in Chelsea, Massachusetts
and with only a meagre education, he nevertheless spent much time
visiting the New England colleges, where he delivered lectures on
the campuses, uninvited and to the discomfiture of college authori-
ties. Certainly a celebrated character, if nothing more, his chief
delusion was that he had been elected to the Presidency and was
being kept out of office by a coalition of unscrupulous rivals.

ANNA E. DICKINSON
1842 . . . . 1932

"MISS DICKINSON'S LECTURE—Miss Anna E. Dickinson re-
peated her lecture on 'Whited Sepulchres' at Fulton Hall last even-
ing to a large and intelligent audience. Although she spoke with
considerable earnestness, she seems to have lost some of the fire
which characterized her speeches in the early part of her career.
Miss Dickinson was introduced to the audience by Professor Brooks
of the Millersville State Normal School and at once Miss Dickinson
launched into her subject. The lecture was listened to attentively to
the end."

—April 14, 1870



Anna E. Dickinson was the most famous woman orator of our
country for a full half century. Passionately fond of oratory, it is
said that she once scrubbed a sidewalk as a young woman in order
to obtain sufficient money to admit her to a lecture by Wendell
Phillips. She herself delivered her first public address in 1860 on
"Woman's Rights and Wrongs" and from then until death, she lec-
tured throughout the country, espousing specially the causes of
woman suffrage and the abolition of slavery.

J. M. W. Geist, editor of the Lancaster Daily Express in 1870. It is pre.
sumed that he wrote most of the comments which appeared in his newspaper.

Mr. Geist was born 1824 in Bart Township, Lancaster County, taught
school in Bart at age of sixteen, went to Philadelphia to prepare for the med-
ical profession, turned to journalism and became editor of the "American
Reformer" published in Lancaster, a paper devoted to the temperance cause.
In 1852 he became editor of the Lancaster Weekly Express, changed in 1856
to a daily. In. 1876 the Express was sold to the Examiner and Geist became
editor of the consolidated papers. With John B. Warfel in 1877 he founded
The New Era, of which he was editor until his death in 1905.



Concerning the very eminent gentleman who introduced Miss
Dickinson to her Lancaster audience, a few words are in order.
Prof. Brooks came to Millersville in 1855 to be Professor of Mathe-
matics, remained to be selected as Principal of the Institution and
served until 1883. From 1891 until 1906 he headed the Philadelphia
Public Schools. Born at Stony Point, New York in 1831, he died at
Philadelphia in 1912. Although he was the author of the Normal
Series of Mathematics consisting of twenty volumes, the one book
which is particularly well remembered even to this day by those
whose school days ended in the first quarter of this century is
"Brooks' Mental Arithmetic".

EDWARD DRINKER COPE
1840 . . . . 1897

"PROF. E. D. COPE, Secretary of the Academy of Natural Sci-
ences of Philadelphia is on a visit to this city and is the guest of Mr.
Jacob Stauffer of Orange street. The Professor and Mr. Stauffer are
today on an expedition to the Conestoga with the hope of securing
a specimen or two of the eyeless catfish, occasionally found in that
stream and which are supposed to come from the subterranean
lake believed to underlie the city. It was the intention of Prof. Cope
to investigate the lake question but thus far he has not succeeded in
obtaining any information for an initial point of operation."

—June 30, 1870

Prof. Edward D. Cope, native Philadelphian was rated as being
unusually precocious as a youth. His career as a scientist actually
began at age ten as his extant notebooks testify. His formal educa-
tion began at Westtown Friend's School after which his training was
continued by private tutors and one year at the University of Penn-
sylvania. He rose to be a scientist in many fields but is noted espe-
cially as a zoologist and paleontologist. At different times he was on
the teaching staffs of Haverford College and the University of Penn-
sylvania. Elected for membership at age twenty-one in the Philadel-
phia Academy of Natural Sciences, he in time became Secretary of
this learned society as well as President of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

The Dictionary of American Biography has this to say relative
to Dr. Cope as a writer. "His literary fecundity was remarkable,
turning out at times as many as fifty papers in a single year. In
all he is credited with 600 papers on natural history subjects."

As to Prof. Cope's search for the eyeless catfish, we turned to
Mombert's History of Lancaster County (1869) for more data and
there in the section on fish prepared by J. Stauffer, we read the fol-
lowing.

"Several specimens of blind cat-fish have been taken in the
Conestoga, two sent to Prof. Cope, of which he published a long ac-



count in the Proceedings of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia for
1864. Another specimen was taken in November 1865. This proves
to be a new genus and species, named by Prof. Cope GRONIAS NI-
GRILABRIS."

Lancaster's own celebrated naturalist was Jacob Stauffer who
was closely associated with Prof. Cope, as may be inferred by the
item above. As a young man he studied art in Philadelphia but at his
father's behest, he returned to his home town of Manheim and en-
gaged in storekeeping, at the same time setting up the first printing
press in the town. Moving to Mount Joy, he opened a drug store and
again set up the first printing press in that town. In 1858 he moved
to Lancaster and while primarily occupied as a scrivener, he used
all of his spare time in pursuing his deepest interest which was na-
tural history. His numerous articles in the scientific and agricul-
tural magazines of the period were invariably illustrated with his
own exquisite drawings, some of which are preserved in the Facken-
thal Library. From the time of his arrival in Lancaster until his
death in 1880 his home was on the corner of Orange and Shippen
streets.

PRESIDENT U. S. GRANT
1822 . . . . 1885

"MOVEMENTS OF THE PRESIDENT—President Grant passed
through the city this morning on the 6:42 Fast Line, on his way
from the west to Long Branch, New Jersey. He breakfasted at Hop-
ple's Restaurant. Several hundred persons had congregated at the
depot in anticipation of his arrival and the doors of the restaurant
were besieged by people with the hope of taking him by the hand
on his return to the cars, but he executed one of those rapid flank
movements which made him so famous during the war. He went
out the rear door and gained the platform of the car before he was
discovered. The crowd soon found him however and cheered him
loudly but the President declined to make a speech. He simply nod-
ded in reply to the compliments as the cars moved off."

—August 17, 1870

This very brief visit of President Grant to Lancaster was not
included in the 1954 list of Presidential Visits to Lancaster so it
must not have been known at that time. (L.C.H.S. Vol. 58, p. 84). On
June 24, 1876 President Grant made a more extended visit to Lan-
caster County when he was the guest of the Cameron family at
Donegal.

Hopple's Restaurant which had the honor of serving breakfast
to President Grant in 1870 was located in the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Depot, corner of Chestnut and Mifflin streets. Owner was Owen
Hopple who in 1871 greatly improved his restaurant facilities after
which some travellers pronounced it "the handsomest railroad din-
ing place between New York and San Francisco".



PROF. KARL MERZ
1836 . . . . 1890

"KARL MERZ ON LANCASTER—Prof. Karl Merz, an eminent
musician and composer, residing in Oxford, Ohio, spent his sum-
mer vacation in this city, where his father-in-law, Mr. Jacob Riddle
resides."

"Prof. Merz is a principal contributor to the Cleveland Musical
World from which we copy the following."

" 'Musical matters are very dull now (in Lancaster). In the
foremost ranks as a teacher of music stands Mr. J. E. Gleffer, whom
we believe to be not only a thorough musician but also an excellent
teacher. The choirs of the various churches are of an average
character, here and there sprinkled with good voices, Misses Minnie
Nevin, Nellie Johnson, Amelia Roberts and Cynthia Bare are good
singers. The organs of nearly all the churches are played by ama-
teurs. They all play well but tread the organ too much like a piano.
The playing of overtures and opera airs is not only out of place in
a church but also on the organ, an instrument which to our mind
has a certain degree of sanctity about itself. Mr. Gleffer whom we
heard twice, treated the instrument with proper dignity, exhibiting
at the same time much skill. Choir leaders show much activity and
exhibit a desire to advance the interests of music in their respective
choirs: especially is this true of Mr. Al. M. Zahm of the MoravianChurch.' "

" 'While here we also visited the German Singing Society. The
teacher, Mr. Steinmuller understands his duties and discharges
them. They sing with clearness and expression. Neither beer drink-
ing nor tobacco smoking are tolerated in their hall.' "

—September 10, 1870

Prof. Karl Merz who wrote so freely of the status of Music in
Lancaster in 1870 was indeed a musician and composer of high sta-
ture in his time. A native of Germany, he came to Philadelphia in
1851 and immediately secured a position as violinist in a theatre
orchestra and another position as organist in the Sixth Presbyterian
Church. From 1856 to 1859 he taught in a Lancaster County school
for girls which doubtless was Linden Hall at Lititz. There he had
as a student Mary Louise Riddle who became his wife. Leaving Lan-
caster County in 1861 he taught in several Ohio schools, lastly in
Wooster Seminary.

Mary Louise Riddle was a sister of Lancaster author William
Riddle, both of them being children of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Riddle
who resided on North Lime street above James street.

Mr. J. E. Gleffer, the organist commended by Karl Merz, at this
time presided at the console in St. James Episcopal Church and also
directed Gleffer's Orchestra. Prof. Charles L. Steinmuller was the
director of the German Maennerchor chorus and in this very year



of 1870 resigned the position to be succeeded by Prof. Carl Matz.
Steinmuller in the course of his career in Lancaster was principal
of the parochial school of Zion Lutheran Church on Vine street and
from 1868 until 1873 a teacher in the public school system.

DAN RICE
1823 . . . . 1900

"THE CIRCUS—Dan Rice's great railroad circus will exhibit
on the grounds adjoining the Locomotive Works on Monday after-
noon and evening. In addition to many ring performances, Dan him-
self will appear in his oldtime character of clown—one in which he
cannot be excelled. He will also introduce his famous trained horse
`Excelsior'."

—September 17, 1870

In the course of his lifetime Dan Rice engaged in a variety of
activities which included employment as an agent of the Mormon,
Joseph Smith, builder of negro churches, temperance lecturing and
a futile attempt to become a Presidential candidate. However, it was
as a clown that he became famous and if we may believe his biogra-
phy, circus folk still think of him as the greatest of American
clowns. From 1857 until his death, Dan Rice lived at Girard, Penn-
sylvania where he wintered his circus.

The grounds of The Lancaster Locomotive Works used by the
circus comprised the area bounded by Ann, Plum and Fulton streets
and lying south of the Pennsylvania Railroad.

REVEREND HENRY BOEHM
1775 . . .. 1875

"FATHER BOEHM—Rev. Henry Boehm, the oldest Methodist
preacher in the world, is now staying in Lancaster as the guest of
A. Herr Smith, Esq. Yesterday he attended the First Methodist
Church in Duke street and in the morning after a sermon by the
pastor, Rev. C. F. Turner, the aged patriarch, his head heavy with
the snows of nearly a hundred years—he was born in 1775—arose
with grace and dignity in his bearing and spoke in reference to 1st
Peter 1st chapter, verses 5 to 8 from which the sermon of the morn-
ing had been preached."

"Among the hundreds of men of Lancaster County, either born
or adopted who shall live in history, Rev. Henry Boehm will stand
as a marked example of decision of character. Self made, sacrific-
ing, he is still living as a link connecting the past with the present.
His mind is clear and unclouded and his physical health apparently
good. His voice is still full and distinct. His many friends hope and
pray he may live to see his centenary anniversary."

—October 10, 1870



Born in Conestoga Township, Reverend Henry Boehm, son of
the Mennonite preacher Martin Boehm who was as well a progenitor
of the United Brethren denomination, had a most notable career as a
Methodist minister which included six years companionship with the
great Bishop Francis Asbury. Rev. Boehm made numerous visits to
his home county after he took up residence in New Jersey. The com-
mentator once wrote a paper on the relations of Asbury and Boehm
and included accounts of Boehm's visits to our county but he missed
the one visit reported in this item. An account of Henry Boehm's
life and labors may be found in Volume 70 of the proceedings of
the Lancaster County Historical Society. In 1871 Father Boehm
again journeyed (October 8) to Lancaster to assist in the laying of
a cornerstone of a Methodist Church on East King street between
Ann and Plum streets.

A. Herr Smith, Esq. who hosted Rev. Henry Boehm on his 1870
visit to Lancaster was another famous son of the county, born in
Manor Township in 1815. At the time of the Boehm visit, Smith was
an honored member of the Lancaster Bar, and had already served
terms in the House and the Senate of the Pennsylvania Legislature.
In 1873 he reentered politics and from that year until 1885 he repre-
sented Lancaster County in the Congress of the United States. Nev-
er having married, he lived with a sister on North Lime above
Orange street. Sunday usually found him in attendance at the First
Methodist Church to which he gave liberally of his substance. Hon.
A. Herr Smith died at his home on February 16, 1894 and was bur-
ied at Woodward Hill.

OLIVE LOGAN
1839 . . . . 1909

"OLIVE LOGAN'S LECTURE—The announcement that Miss
Olive Logan would deliver her lecture on 'Girls' last night at Fulton
Hall drew together the largest audience which for a long time as-
sembled in Fulton Hall to hear a lecture, John B. Gough having
drawn the largest and Anna E. Dickinson the next. Miss Logan
therefore ranks among the three most successful lecturers who have
ever been presented in Lancaster, so far as success may be judged
by the power to 'draw' an audience."

—November 11, 1870

A native of Elmira, New York, Olive Logan won fame in the
fields of the theatre, journalism, literature and the lecture platform.
As an actress she won her laurels as a young woman after which
she became a playwright and had a number of her plays produced
with some success. The Dictionary of American Biography has this
to say about Miss Logan. "A woman of alert mind, a forceful per-
sonality, she was erratic and had little ability to turn her talents in
the direction of permanent success in the theatre, in literature or
in any profession." Be that as it may, she did have ability as a lec-



turer without a doubt as witness the fact that she drew a full house
at Fulton Hall. Olive Logan died in England while an inmate in
an asylum.

JOSH BILLINGS
1818 .. . . 1885

"JOSH BILLINGS—There are few persons who have appeared
on the lecture stand the past few seasons who have attracted larger
and more delighted audiences than Josh Billings, the inimitable
humorist. The winter will be his last appearance in public and those
who desire to hear him will have but one opportunity. On Monday.
next he lectures in Fulton Hall on his favorite subject 'Milk' ".

—December 9, 1870

Doorway to Fulton Hall. Great personalities of the lecture platform and
the stage have appeared since 1852 to the present time.



"JOSH BILLINGS—The lecture of Josh Billings last evening
at Fulton Hall attracted a very large and intelligent audience. The
larger portion of the audience went for the express purpose of in-
dulging in laughter and they were moved thereto on the slightest
provocation."

—December 13, 1970

Josh Billings was born Henry Wheeler Shaw. A native of Mas-
sachusetts, his college education was unsuccessful and of his child-
hood little is known. As an adult he did some farming, ran an Ohio
River steamboat and finally settled in Poughkeepsie, New York
where he tried auctioneering and selling real estate. Only at age
forty-five did he begin to write books of humor and lecture at which
time he also assumed the name by which he became famous. When
success came to him he moved to New York City. He died at Mon-
terey, California.

PAUL DUCHAILLU
1833 .. . . 1903

"PAUL DUCHAILLU'S LECTURE—A small but appreciative
audience was treated to the most interesting and instructive lecture
we ever heard delivered in this city. Much of the interest centered
of course in the novelty of the subject for there is no other living
man competent to detail from living experiences the thrilling ad-
ventures in a hitherto unexplored region to which Mr. DuChaillu
treated his auditors last night. He commenced his explorations in
equatorial Africa when only nineteen years of age and altogether
spent ten years among the savage men and beasts of that wonderful
country."

"Although the lecture was worth any six that could be deliv-
ered by a Josh Billings or an Olive Logan, we regret exceedingly for
the character of our city, that so far as size of the audience is taken
as a measure of success, it was a failure."

—December 20, 1871

Paul Belleni DuChaillu was a native of France and an American
by adoption. In 1856 with financial help from the Philadelphia Aca-
demy of Natural Sciences, he went to Africa, spent four years there
during which period he travelled 8000 miles through tropical Africa.
In 1861 he published "Explorations and Adventures in Equatorial
Africa" which so astounded the reading public that some of his as-
sertions were doubted. Subsequent journeys to Africa by DuChaillu
and others proved the truth of his statements. Mr. DuChaillu died at
St. Petersburg, Russia.



McKEAN BUCHANAN
1823 	 . . 1872

"THE DRAMA—McKean Buchanan who performed an engage-
ment in Lancaster several years ago will give three entertainments
at Fulton Hall on the closing evenings of next week. He is a superior
actor and is sustained by an excellent company. The first perform-
ance will consist of Schiller's great play 'The Robbers."

—December 23, 1970

A native of Philadelphia, McKean Buchanan was trained for
the Navy because his father had been a paymaster in the Navy and
his grandfather had risen to the rank of Admiral. McKean Buchanan
actually spent three years on the bounding deep as a midshipman
but his interest was elsewhere. Yearning to be an actor, he followed
his bent and his first appearance on the stage was in the role of
Hamlet. In the course of a busy acting career, he travelled ex-
tensively in England and Australia as well as in his own land. For
his engagement at Lancaster in 1870 beside the Schiller play, he also
treated his audiences to "The Merchant of Venice" and "Ten Nights
in a Bar-room". The admission rate at Fulton Hall (Opera House)
in those dear departed years was 50 cents for general admission and
75 cents for reserved seats.
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