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Many are the men who have gone from this community in their
early manhood, seldom or never returning, yet who because of that
early association bring to us reflected glory from the fame of their
achievements, which became nationally and even internationally
known.

To this list of noble sons, the name of Albert Tobias Clay has
just right to be enrolled in our annals. His work was in the highly
specialized scientific field of exploration, translation and interpreta-
tion of cuneiform characters on clay tablets, while serving in the
position of Professor of Assyriology and Babylonian Literature.

He was born in a neighboring county at Hanover, December 4,
1866, the son of John Martin and Mary Barbara Clay. The family
moved to Lancaster when the lad was very young, and here he ob-
tained his common school education, attending the one-room build-
ing that stood near the corner of Lime and Lemon streets. The home
of his boyhood was located on the old line of Lime Street at No. 616.

After a time spent at the printer's case, and as a clerk in a
local hardware store, his thoughts were seriously directed to higher
education under the tutelage of the late sainted Rev. Dr. Charles
Elvin Haupt. In the study of this sterling Christian pastor, he re-
ceived an insight into the language of Hebrew, and a preliminary
training for entrance into college. It was while under the guidance
of Dr. Haupt that he decided to study for the ministry. His interest
in Dr. Haupt's church (Grace Lutheran) is shown by his activities
as secretary of the Sunday School and president of the Band of Faith
in 1887, and usher in 1887-88. Here he was baptized in childhood,
and received into church membership by the rite of confirmation,
April 2, 1882. He attended Franklin and Marshall and Muhlenberg
colleges, graduating from the former in 1889. He entered the Luth-
eran Theological Seminary at Mount Airy, Philadelphia, and at the
same time did post-graduate work at the University of Pennsylvania.

He was ordained to the holy ministry on June 13, 1892, and
served St. Mark's Church at South Bethlehem, Pa., 1895-96. where



through his efforts a handsome new stone church was built. Later
he became Instructor of Hebrew and Assyrian Languages in the
seminaries at Mount Airy and Chicago (1896), and at the University
of Pennsylvania. While in Chicago, he conducted a mission church.

In 1899, by the urgent solicitations of Professor H. V. Hilprecht,
he was called to the University of Pennsylvania and advanced to a
Lectureship and the Assistant Curatorship of the Babylonian Section
of the Museum; in 1903 he became Assistant Professor; in 1909 Pro-
fessor of Semitic Philology and Archaeology. Meanwhile, he served
as Instructor of Hebrew at the Mount Airy Seminary, 1904-10.

It was in 1910 that Dr. Clay received a signal honor. J. Pier-
pont Morgan presented Yale University with a gift of $100,000 for
the establishment of the William M. Laffan Professorship of Assyri-
ology and Babylonian Literature, and Dr. Clay was asked to accept
the chair. He was recommended to the chair by Professor G. H. W.
Johns of Cambridge University, England, through whom he had also
been brought to the attention of Mr. Morgan. For some time Dr.
Clay had been spending Saturdays at New York City, working over
the small but important collection of cuneiform tablets in Mr. Mor-
gan's library.

His memorialist, Dr. James A. Montgomery, writes:

"The Laffan Endowment provided funds for more than the Pro-
fessorship, a balance that was to be spent in amassing a collection.
Clay made wise use of this opportunity with his unerring skill as
an archaeologist, while his contagious enthusiasm raised up other
patrons of archaeological enterprise .. .. Through his friendship
with the late Rev. Dr. James B. Nies, he secured for Yale the legacy
of the latter's valuable Babylonian collection and library.

"But, more than this, he established a veritable School of As-
syriology. . . . To Clay's credit it is to be said that he succeeded not
only in founding such a School at Yale, but also putting it in the
first rank. . . . Without being a martinet or a philological disciplin-
arian he affected his students with his own enthusiasm, discovering
what was in them, drawing the best out of them, always giving his
time and skill and interest with unfailing and affectionate zeal.

"One of the most remarkable instances of a scholar's stimula-
tion of another to productive enterprise is found in Clay's encour-
agement of his friend, Dr. Nies, an older man, to take up Assyriolog-
ical research. . . . This fertilizing and energizing quality of Clay's
spirit bulks largest in his contribution to American scholarship. But
he has left equally the great monuments of his own independent re-
search in an extraordinary number of volumes.

"Clay was not theologically-minded, but I suppose there was
in him something of the old rock-ribbed Lutheranism which resented
the patronizing and sophomoric recipe for the explanation of the
Old Testament, 'ex Babylone lux.' As an archaeologist he demanded
that the Bible should be treated as a venerable and original docu-



ment of history on equality with the cuneiform documents of which
he was a master."

In Dr. Montgomery's monograph we read of the activities of
Dr. Clay in many learned societies. He served as librarian of the
American Oriental Society, 1913-24; as treasurer, 1915-23; and as
president, 1924-25. He served as president of the Society of Biblical
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Literature; was for many years a vice-president of the Archaelogi-
cal Institute, and active in its local Societies in Philadelphia and
New Haven, a frequent lecturer in its cause, and for long an as-
sociate editor of "Art and Archaeology." He was a member of the
Oriental Clubs of Philadelphia, New Haven and New York. In 1912
he was honored with election to the American Philosophical Socie-
ty. While on a visit to Jerusalem in 1919, he founded the Palestine
Oriental Society, of which, in company with Dr. Garstang, he was
one of the first vice-presidents.

Then followed his visit to the land of Babylon, where he pros-
pected for the consummation of the long-cherished plan of a School
in Bagdad. On a subsequent visit to the Orient, as commissioner of
the Schools, he had the gratification of formally opening the new
School, November 2, 1923.

Dr. Montgomery appraises the character of his friend thus: "A
host of colleagues and disciples, and, more intimately, a remark-
ably wide and diverse circle of friends, high and low, rich and poor,



Gentile and Jew, will remember him not so much for his scholar-
ship and leadership, which the world admires at greater distance,
as for his zeal of personal affection, the native, enthusiastic passion
of the man, which also made him great in his science. More than a
scholar—a Man has fallen in our Israel."

Commenting on his appointment in 1910 to the Laff an Profes-
sorship, the Philadelphia Inquirer, editorially, stated: "Dr. Clay is a
camparatively young man, but his ripe scholarship, his special
knowledge of Assyriology and his experience in the field, stamp
him as one of the best equipped men in the world. As curator of
the University Museum of Archaeology, as translator of many of
the Hittite and other inscriptions, he has achieved a world-wide
reputation for scholarship and sagacity, both of which qualifications
are necessary in trying to reconstruct history from a few bricks
dug out of ancient ruins."

Dr. Clay was honored with the degree of A.B., later A.M., from
Franklin and Marshall College, A.M. from Yale, Ph.D. in 1894 from
the University of Pennsylvania, LL.D. from Gettysburg College, and
the degree of Litt.D. from Muhlenberg College.

To list the books and articles written by Dr. Clay would prove
too extensive. Of such, eighty-eight have been compiled by his as-
sociate, Miss Ettalene M. Grice. From their nature, many articles
appeared in scientific magazines, but others appeared in the more
popular ones, such as the Christian Herald, Woman's Home Compan-
ion, Sunday School Times, National Geographic Magazine, London
Morning Post, and Atlantic Monthly. For the complete list, consult
Miss Grice's Bibliography, as found in the Memorial Volume pub-
lished by Dr. Montgomery. (University of Pennsylvania Library,
928: C579m.)

In the Fackenthal library of Franklin and Marshall College, we
find these books written by Dr. Clay:

Business Documents of Murashu Sons of Nippur Dated in the
Reign of Darius II, 424-404 B-C. By Rev. Albert T.

Nippur, 
Ph.D., As-

sistant Professor of Semitic Philology and Archaeology in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1904. Series A, Vol. X. Series
A, Vol- IX, by H. V. Hilprecht ("his former teacher and present
colleague") and A. T. Clay.—Book 417 C619bu.

Amurra, The Home of the Northern Semites (Book 222.1 C619).
A Study Showing That the Religion and Culture of Israel are not of
Babylonian Origin- By Albert T. Clay, Ph.D., Professor of Semitic
Philology and Archaeology, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
The Sunday School Times Company, 1909. Dedicated to Professor Ed-
gar Fahs Smith, Ph.D., Sc.D. LL.D., Vice Provost of the University of
Pennsylvania- These discussions are the outgrowth of the Reinicker
Lectures for the year 1908, delivered at the Protestant Episcopal
Theological Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia.

Babylonian Expedition of the University of Pennsylvania. Vol.
VIII, No. 1, Clay; Vol. IX, Hilprecht and Clay; Vol. X, Clay; Vol. XIV,
Clay; Vol. XV, Clay.



An Old Babylonian Version of the Gilgamesh Epic, on the basis
of recently discovered texts by Morris Jastrow, Jr-, and A. T. Clay.
New Haven, Yale University Press, 1920.

The Origin of Biblical Translations, Hebrew Legends in Baby-
lonia and Israel; lectures on Biblical Archaeology, delivered at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mount Airy, Philadelphia, by Albert
T. Clay, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1923.

Letters and Transactions from Cappadocia, by A. T. Clay . New
Haven, Yale University Press.

On a few occasions Dr. Clay returned to his native city. On
May 17, 1901, he addressed the students of Madam Cotta College in
their hall, the old Yeates School building, near the northeast corner
of Duke and Walnut streets; in the evening he lectured before a
public gathering. In 1923 he was the guest of the Cliosophic Society.
On April 30, 1924, he spoke at his home church, Grace Lutheran, on
the occasion of the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary.

Dr. Clay died at New Haven, Connecticut, September 14, 1925.
Two children survived him—Albert G., and Barbara, wife of Eli
Whitney Debevoise, both of New York City; a sister, Lucy, lived in
California. Dr. Clay's widow died March 18, 1936.
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