
Ode to the United States on its
Bicentennial and to the
Rededication of its People
to the Principles of the
Declaration of Independence

by Rabbi Samson A. Shain

Rabbi Samson Aaron Shain was a good friend of the Lancaster
County Historical Society, and was a dear personal friend of the editor.
His death on 9 March 1976 came after a two year battle with cancer. Dr.
Shain discussed the accompanying ode with the editor only a few days
before entering the hospital the last time.

Rabbi Shain was born in Boston in 1906, the son and grandson of
rabbis. He was a graduate of Hebrew Teachers College of Boston,
Harvard, Columbia University, and the Jewish Institute of Religion-
Hebrew Union College. In 1942 he enlisted in the armed forces as a
chaplain, from which he retired as a Colonel in the Air Force Reserve.
Rabbi Shain was called to Congregation Shaarai Shomayim in 1956
which he served lovingly until his death. He was president of the
Lancaster Chapter of the National Conference of Christians and Jews in
1964, and in 1970 was presented with their highest honor, the Human
Relations Award. In 1965 he was named "Man of the Year" by the
Lancaster B'nai B'rith. The Wheatland Sertoma Club presented him
with their "Service to Mankind" Award. He belonged to the Torch
Club, Rotary Club, and was a Mason.

Dr. Shain always was interested in history, and was a contributor
to the Journal.

His memory will live among us for generations to come. He was a
wonderful person in every sense.



In commemoration of the approaching 200th anniversary of the Declaration of

American Independence, I find it fitting to compose the lyric poem below, in the lan-

guage of the Hebrew Bible from which came the inscription on the Liberty Bell, "Pro-

claim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof." The ode is an alpha-

betical, acrostical paraphrase of Psalm 34. I have added an English translation and

am happy to be able to publish it in our Bulletin, in the first month of our Bicenten-

nial year, 1976.
RABBI SAMSON A. SHAIN.
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