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CHAPTER 1
A BRIEF HISTOR Y OF PRESBYTERIANISM

in order to understand the establishment of the Presbyterian Church in
Lancaster and its relation to the developing colony of Pennsylvania and its
people, it is necessary to briefly review the history of Presbyterianism in
Europe and the subsequent immigration of Presbyterians to the new world.

The following is excerpted from the Columbia Encyclopedia, published
1938:

Presbyterian Churches are the direct heirs of CALVINISM in doctrine
and polity. They are characterized by belief in the Bible as the sole rule of faith
and conduct, by then careful preservation of the sacraments of baptism and the
Lord's Supper, by a rigorous opposition to civil interference in ecclesiastical af-
fairs, and by thorough education of the ministers.

PRESBYTERIANISM is a theory and system of church organization
based on administration by a series of representative courts composed of
presbyters, clergymen and laymen. It holds a middle ground between the other
great types of church polity found among Protestant Christian churches,
episcopacy and congregationalism.

The one spiritual order of the church is composed of the presbyters (or
elders), all of equal status, divided according to function into ministers and rul-
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ing elders. The presiding officer of any church court is "first among equals"
(primus inter pares). The minister's duties are to teach, to preach, and to ad-
minister the sacraments. The elders, chosen by the congregation from among
their own membership, are associated with the minister in the conduct of the
spiritual life of the church. Usually, in addition, there are deacons to administer
the benevolent funds, and trustees to take charge of church property.

The court of the congregation is the session or Kirk Session, consisting
of the minister, who presides, and the ruling elders ordained to assist him in mat-
ters of discipline and direction. Appeal from the court may be made to the
presbytery, which includes all the ministers from the congregations in a given
area, and one or more elders from each of the congregations. The presbytery
alone holds jurisdiction over the ministers in its area. It alone may ordain
ministers, and the call of a minister to any church must be confirmed by the local
presbytery. A stated number of presbyteries are represented by ministers and
chosen elders in the next higher, or provincial court, the synod; in it are con-
sidered matters referred to its attention by the presbyteries.

The national court and ordinary court of appeal is the General
Assembly, but three-fourths of the presbyteries agreeing are the final authority
of a Presbyterian Church. The General Assembly is composed of a given number
of delegates, ministers and elders, from each presbytery; its presiding officer,
elected at the annual meeting and called the Moderator, is official head of the
church.'

The hierarchy of representative courts corresponds generally to the local,
state and national organizations provided in the American Constitution.
Scotland is the only country where Presbyterianism is established by law.

English-speaking Presbyterianism has for its standards of doctrine the
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
The Presbyterian Churches first influenced by Calvin were those of Geneva
and of the Huguenots. In the Netherlands, the Protestant Church was
Presbyterian in government but independent only in the nineteenth century,
when the state church became autonomous. By the middle of the sixteenth
century, Peresbyterian sentiment was strong in England. The Westminster
Assembly, convened by Parliament (1645-1649), had no lasting authority in
England, but set the standards for subsequent Presbyterians. The English
Presbyterians after Cromwell have been a small body, mostly supported by
the Scots, and in 1876 a union of English congregations of the United
Presbyterian Church of Scotland with the Presbyterian Church in England
was set up, called the Presbyterian Church of England.

The Church of Scotland (Kirk of Scotland) succeeded to all the unse-
questered properties of the pre-Reformation Church, but before long a
group led by Richard Cameron seceded (called first the Cameronians or
Covenanters), and finally (1743), after long persecution, formed the
REFORMED PRESYTERIANS. Most of those joined (1876) with the Free
Church of Scotland.

Irish Presbyterianism began in the early seventeenth century, and it has
always centered in Ulster (the greatest number of church members in Nor-
thern Ireland are presbyterians). The Presbyterian Church of Ireland
(organized finally in 1840) is the principal body. The great Protestant
Church of Wales, the Calvinistic Methodist Church, is a presbyterian
church.

Within most of the early settlements of the English Colonies of North
America, presbyterians were found especially among the colonists from
Scotland and later from Ireland. Churches grew up in Virginia, Maryland,
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Delaware, New England, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Long Island before
1683, when the Reverend Francis Makemie, from Ireland, started organiza-
tion among them. The first presbytery was formed in Philadelphia in 1706;
a synod was constituted in 1716. In the Eighteenth Century, American
Presbyterians divided temporarily over the question of revival and
evangelism, the "Old Side" rejecting them, the "New Side" encouraging
them.'

Before the Revolution, the Presbyterians established a college to educate
ministers, the College of New Jersey, now Princeton University.

CHAPTER 2

PRESBYTERIANS IN THE LANCASTER AREA
1710 - 1769

When the first permanent white settlers arrived in the Lancaster area in
1710, they found a well-established, peaceful Indian settlement in the
southern portion of what was to become Lancaster County, with busy and
prospering Indian traders, and fertile ground to be cultivated after the
forests were cleared. After the first group of Mennonites, there came
Huguenots from France, Scots-Irish, Welsh, Quakers, Germans and
English: and by 1729 when Lancaster County was formed, there were more
than three thousand settlers in the area.

This part of Pennsylvania was originally part of Chester County, one of
the three original counties, and settlers soon discovered there were many in-
conveniences associated with the distance of almost one hundred miles
which separated them from the nearest county seat at Chester. Courts, elec-
tions, constables were all far away; there was no attention to roads or
bridges; outlaws and vagrants could evade the law by moving here, where
there were no judges or jails. Following a petition by the inhabitants, Lan-
caster County was formed on May 10, 1729. The following year, on May 1,
1730, the townstead of Lancaster became the county seat of the new county.

Many Scots-Irish from northern Ireland were among the first settlers of
the Lancaster County area. Hardy and aggressive, they were encouraged to
settle along the frontier, and they established two colonies — one in the north-
west area along the Chikiswalungo and one along the Octorara near the
disputed Maryland border in the Drumore area (named for "Druim Muir"
in Ireland). Several thousands of these sturdy pioneers were already in the
area by the time Lancaster County was founded and they formed a strong
bulwark against hostile Indians, Maryland squatters, and French enemies
during the wars. They were devout in their religion, active in politics, and
always full of determination to defend their individual rights.
Presbyterians, however, did not arrive in Pennsylvania in large numbers un-
til the early 1700's, when the migration from Scotland and northern Ireland
began to increase. A small congregation was organized in Bart Township
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about 1727, and the Middle Octorara Church was supplied with a pastor
every sixth Sunday.

When the new county was formed in 1729, it included all of the land in
Pennsylvania west of the three original counties, Lancaster being the fourth
county, but in later years, as western migration continued, parts of it were
made into York, Cumberland, Berks, Northumberland, Dauphin and
Lebanon Counties. Like their namesake shires in England, the Red Rose of
the English House of Lancaster, and the White Rose of the English House
of York, became symbols associated with the two counties which bordered
on the Susquehanna River.

Thomas Cookson, one of the early settlers, was appointed Chief Burgess
when the village became the Borough of Lancaster in 1742. Among the first
acts of the Burgesses were restrictions preventing shopkeepers and tavern-
keepers from conducting business on Sunday. The boundaries of the town
were described as extending one mile in each direction from centre [Penn]
Square, and these boundaries remained unchanged until the mid-twentieth
century.

When Scotch-Irish Presbyterians came to Pennsylvania shortly after
1700, a small congregation built a log meeting house at Donegal Spring,
near the Chikiswalungo Creek. About 1740, the present Donegal Church
was built of rough stone which had been gathered in the vicinity, the inside
walls were plastered, and the little congregation worshipped in the
unheated, unpainted interior for many years until it was remodeled in 1851.
The Church stands on land secured from the Penn family for use of the con-
gregation. A dramatic scene took place during the Revolutionary War
beneath the giant oak tree which still stands at the Church. On a Sunday
morning in 1777, a courier rode up to notify Colonel Alexander Lowry that
the Donegal Battalion was needed to help repel the British invasion near
Philadelphia. The church people gathered under the Oak Tree, with their
reluctant pastor, the Reverend Colin McFarquhar, to pledge their allegiance
to the Revolutionary Cause.

The earliest tangible evidence which has come to light authoritatively set-
ting forth the fact that the Presbyterians were worshipping in Lancaster is
found in the Minutes of Donegal Presbytery, dated June 16, 1742, in session
at Chestnut Level: "Ordered that . . . Mr. Elder is to supply at Lancaster 1
Sab. July . . . Mr. Bell at Lancaster 3 Sab. 7 br ." Presbyterians were already
worshipping at Pequea, Leacock, Donegal, Middle Octoraro and Chestnut
Level. From this beginning, the Minutes continue to mention the regular
sending of supplies to Lancaster. First they came about once each month;
then, in May, 1743, they were here about twice each month by presbyterial
appointment. In subsequent accounts, they appear very irregularly but con-
sistently until October, 1750. Here the records are lost for nine years; but
when the Minutes begin again in June 1759, men are still being commission-
ed to supply at Lancaster.

The difficulties confronting the church in 1742 were many and pro-
digious. Lancaster, having begun as a settlement only 16 years before, was
large enough to be incorporated as a Borough, but still in a "wild" state.
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The roads were little more than trails, and Indians roamed the forests; in
fact, in 1744, the Six Nations met here for a treaty — THE GREAT IN-
DIAN TREATY OF 1744 — finally surrendering large land claims to the
whites and becoming allies. Braddock and later General Forbes outfitted
their army trains in and about the city. In 1763, the "Paxtang Boys," many
of whom were Presbyterians whose families had suffered massacres from
Indian raids, and who felt the local Conestoga Indians harbored the raiders,
killed all Indians in the Lancaster jail on Water Street who were lodged
there for protection. Yet there was orderliness, and the law was housed in
an imposing Court House building seating 800 [sic] persons comfortably.
The urge for worship was strong, and the Court House was used by various
church bodies, including the Presbyterians, until such time as a suitable
church building of their own could be erected.

There were many little groups of Presbyterians in this vast expanse of
wilderness but few ministers. There were religious exhorters. The Reverend
Mr. Locke, 1747, wrote: "It is very much overspread with New Lights,
Whitefield's followers; Covenanters, who receive their sacraments with a
gun charged, and drawn sword, and profess they will fight for Christ
against civil magistrates." But the Presbyterian Church has always insisted
upon an educated ministry. In the absence of colleges and seminaries, these
ministers could be had only from Scotland or trained, as many were, under
the tutelage of another minister. A young man so trained, as many were,
had to pass a very rigid examination before the presbytery for licensure and
ordination. How acute the shortage of ministers was, we know by the
following: in 1740, there were 14 ministers in the presbytery, six of whom
were ordained within the year, and 38 preaching communities. In 1763,
there were 14 ministers and 65 preaching stations. So distressing had the
situation become that in 1743 at Derry, the presbytery, "because of the
great discouragement that this church has by reason of the scarcity of
ministers and the uncertainty of obtaining suitable persons for the supply of
our numerous congregations with ministers," made a general solicitation of
funds throughout the whole [Colonial Presbyterian] church "to provide
subsistence for youths during the prosecution of their studies."

Therefore, all the congregations could not have pastors, nor could they
have preaching except as the meager supply warranted. To meet that need,
many young men were licensed to preach as early in life as possible and sent
to the communities on Sundays, while during the week they continued their
studies under some minister until ready for ordination. Presbytery guarded
this right for preaching most zealously. Only those were licensed who were
"sound in the faith," well grounded especially in the Presbyterian doctrines
of the sovereignty of God, election, effectual calling, salvation by faith, and
perseverance of the saints. Toward the middle of the century, the demand
became so great that presbytery began to allow certain young men to supply
congregations "at their convenience," without special appointments by the
presbytery; it also began to allow congregations to secure their own sup-
plies, even to the extent of obtaining them from other presbyteries. Such
privilege was granted to the Lancaster Church. which undoubtedly had sup-
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plies whose appointments do not appear on the Minutes of presbytery.

Despite the fact that the Lancaster congregation had no pastor, it con-
tinued to grow as the borough itself grew. In 1760, the Church at Leacock
made overtures to presbytery for permission to share with Pequea, its ec-
clesiastical mother, the minister both congregations had grown to love and
respect, the Reverend Robert Smith, and it promised to supply 60 pounds
for his salary. That request was refused, whereupon Leacock and Lancaster
were given permission to become "conjunct congregations" and "to apply
to the synod for such probationers as may be afforded them from any of the
presbyteries, with a view to their obtaining settlement of a minister among
them." They were not successful in securing such a pastor until 1769. But
the fact that Leacock, capable of supplying 60 pounds for a minister's
salary, would unite with Lancaster is evidence of the growing strength of the
congregation in the thriving borough.

Lancaster, at the April, 1760, meeting of presbytery was regarded as of
sufficient importance for presbytery to urge their members "to make a col-
lection . . . in order to assist the people of Lancaster to build a meeting
house. The several members are to use their influence with the synod and
other friends for the purpose, and bring in an account of their diligence
herein." Thus, Lancaster was the first congregation in the presbytery and
probably in the whole Church to be the object of a wide movement that
later became a major interest in the Presbyterian Church under the Board of
Church Erection. Further recognition of the growing influence of Lancaster
Borough and the congregation may be inferred from the fact that on May 8,
1765, the Synod of Philadelphia divided the Presbytery of Donegal into two
judicatories. The territory of the west side of the Susquehanna retained the
name of Donegal; that on the east of the River was called Lancaster
Presbytery. The division lasted only one year; on June 24, 1766, Donegal
was again restored to its former boundaries.

In November, 1762, after a Mr. McGraw had preached before the con-
gregation for a whole year, Lancaster urged his ordination — that a call
might be issued him. Mr. McGraw was started then and there on his "parts
of trial" leading to ordination. He was ordered to prepare a sermon on
Romans 5:20, and a thesis on THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS,
to be given at the next meeting of presbytery for examination, but two
"supplications" concerning him were brought to presbytery by the Lan-
caster Congregation, "whereby it appears there are some approaches to a
division in the Society which the presbytery are sincerely affected with .. .
humbly hope and recommend to both parties . . . peace, mutual sympathy
and forebearance." So Lancaster Church, ready for a pastor, could not
agree on its man. Apparently from 1762 until 1769, the Lancaster
Presbyterians were still seeking ministerial supplies and had no resident
minister. However, on May 25, 1768, Lancaster was granted permission to
apply to the Presbytery of New Castle and on October 10, 1769, Leacock
and Lancaster petitioned the presbytery for Mr. John D. Woodhull.
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EARL Y PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS
1730 - 1765

Early records of the Presbyterian Church such as Session Minutes and
Records of the Board of Trustees have been diligently searched for by
others and, as mentioned in The Reverend Walter Powell's' report in 1865
have not been found and must be presumed to be lost. Similarly, very little
is known about the deliberations of the Donegal Presbytery although we do
know, from the research of Eleanore J. Fulton and Lottie M. Bausman4 in
1934, that the presbytery met fairly regularly each year after its founding on
October 11, 1732. We also know where this church body met and the
ministers and elders who attended the meeting.' The researchers draw the
inference, from the fact that the Donegal Presbytery never met in Lancaster
up to 1761, that there was no organization* of the Presbyterians of Lan-
caster prior to 1761. They agree with Mombert 6 that "the Presbyterian
Church of Lancaster was founded in 1763." Mr. Powell agrees with this
date also.

Fulton and Bausman have also researched the history of the land on
which First Presbyterian Church now stands.

They found that the church structures, namely the sanctuary, education
and office buildings, are built on three lots from the original Hamilton
grant from William Penn. These are Lots 25, 19, and 13 starting at Cherry
Street and extending eastward towards Lime, all fronting on Orange Street
and all extending south 245 feet to Grant Street. By studying the various
deeds transferring the lots from one owner to another, they have established
the fact that Lot 19 was originally used as a burying ground for
Presbyterians and later the first church was erected thereon in 1765. This
church was razed in 1850 and replaced by the present structure completed
and dedicated in May, 1851 but built on Lot 25 at the corner of Orange and
Cherry Streets.

In the various phases of church construction covering more than 200
years, the buildings grew at the expense of the cemetery.' Consequently, the
tombstones were gathered over this period into one place under the present
education building, most of them no longer marking their respective graves.
In the autumn of 1968, 224 of them were catalogues and those of great
historical interest were selected for display in the walls of the remodeled
building. This was done by the direction of Dr. Donald C. Wilson.

At the east end of the foyer, one may see the two oldest stones, those of
David Wells and his wife, Margarat Isic. Around the corner is that of Alex-
ander Ashmead, infant son of the third pastor of this Church, William

'However, as early as 1742, a small group of Presbyterians worshiped in the Court House.
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Ashmead. Stephen Rhine was an elder who signed the pastoral call of Mr.
Ashmead in 1821. Incidentally, the latter succeeded the Reverend Nathaniel
W. Sample whose pastorate of 40 years is unequaled in length in this con-
gregation.

In the lower level are other stones of interest: Representative Kittera has
already been mentioned. Samuel Boyd and William Ross were among those
designated as 'leading men' in founding this Church by its first pastor, Doc-
tor Woodhull. Henry Slaymaker was an elder who also participated in the
call to Mr. Ashmead. Mr. S. C. Slaymaker formerly of the present con-
gregation is the great-great-great grandson of Henry's brother, Amos.
William Kirkpatrick was treasurer of the church for 16 years, from its incor-
poration. In 1870 his Record Book came into the hands of G. W. Marks
who thought it would do better as a scrapbook and covered the entries with
news clippings. (Thanks to a gift of Mrs. Clarkson Hunt and the painstaking
work of Mrs. Paul R. Byerly, that record book has been restored partially
to its original appearance.)

1812 SOLDIERS BURIED IN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHYARD

Col. Jeremiah Mosher 	 Sidney Trimble
Samuel Humes 	 Thomas Landerkin
William Humes 	 Daniel Reigard
James Humes (Later removed to Lancaster Cemetery)
Absolom Lloyd from N.H., Aged 25 years, November 14, 1820,

Military Funeral

CHAPTER 3
LANCASTER PRESBYTERIANS AND THE REVOLUTION

The Reverend John D. Woodhull, D.D.

1769 - 1779

The Reverend John D. Woodhull began his ministry in 1769, as men-
tioned, as pastor of Leacock and Lancaster Churches. When he came to
Lancaster, his people were worshipping in the Court House where Robert
Fulton, father of the famous painter and inventor, led the singing. There
was a church building but it was not finished. The walls and roof were
erected in the rear of the church Lot 19 with funds secured in part by the
solicitation of the churches in 1760, and in part by a lottery* held in 1761 —
a custom widely adopted by churches of all denominations at that time. The
lottery, however, proved inadequate to finance the first church

*See note on next page.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Erected 1765, taken down about 1850.

building, so Mr. Woodhull, together with Elder Henry Helm, went to
Philadelphia and other parts of the county to solicit funds. They were suc-
cessful and the church was finished in 1770. Apparently, the administration
of the Lord's Supper in Lancaster waited until the successful end of the
building efforts. Names which appear prominently on the record at that
time are those of Judge Yeates, Edward Shippen, Dr. Robert Boyd, William
Montgomery, William Ross, Mr. Sanderson, William Davis, James Davis,
John Jackson, William White and Henry Helm. The last two named were
elders.

As with most of the Scotch-Irish congregations, Lancaster's was forged
in the heat of revolutionary fervor. Its first minister, Mr. Woodhull, was a
Revolutionary firebrand. He preached stirring sermons for liberty. As
Chaplain of the Fifth Battalion, Lancaster County Militia, he went into the
field with the troops. He invited whole companies of soldiers into his church
for worship and he urged every able-bodied man in his two churches to
enter the military service in defense of freedom.

Dr. William Hangsche, in his book, "Know Your Church" writes as
follows (concerning Presbyterianism and the American Revolution):

*In a book published by Alexander Mackie in 1957, called "Facil Princeps" (the story of the
beginning of life insurance in America), he recorded on Page 9, some of the contribution which
the Presbyterian Pension Fund first received: "May ye 18th, 1761 Received of the Rev. Hector
Alison, twelve pounds twelve shillings and sixpense and two lottery tickets in ye Lottery for the
Presbyterian Church in Lancaster, which donations were granted by some gentlemen from
Baltimoretown in Maryland for the Widows' Fund. The numbers of the tickets were 565-571
and signed by James Anderson."



90/1, 1986 	 11

Presbyterians, more than any other single group, were responsible for the
development and success of the American Revolution. The Clergyman,
Reverend John Witherspoon, President of Princeton College, was the only
minister to sign the Declaration of Independence. It is undoubtedly true that the
formation of our constitution and representative form of government ensuing,
were based upon the general Presbyterian System.

Dr. Woodhull was cultured, well educated and intellectually brilliant. He
was one of the first trustees of Princeton University. A handsome portrait
of him is hanging in a place of honor in "Old Nassau," Princeton. He was
held in high esteem by everyone who knew him and later, after leaving Lan-
caster, he was elected third Moderator of the General Assembly. He had
many students to prepare for the ministry under his tutelage and he himself
received the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

Rev. John Woodhull, D.D. 1769-1779

As a preacher, he was said to be very popular. He preached extem-
poraneiously and very soldom wrote his sermons. He was a man of very fine
appearance, about six feet tall and had an attractive benignity in his face
and manner. His preaching was plain and instructive. He was always punc-
tual.

Dr. Woodhull served First Presbyterian Church for ten years, leaving it
for a church in Monmouth County, New Jersey in 1779. During this period,
he served the Lancaster congregation only one-third of the time; the re-
mainder was devoted to the neighboring church of Leacock, which was
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older and stronger. Dr. Woodhull's salary was $700 per year, paid pro rata
by the two churches. He lived within the Leacock congregation and his in-
fluence was consequently only partially felt in Lancaster. During his
pastorate, the Lancaster church did not grow much, probably because the
community, during that period, was not prosperous and there were
presumably other difficulties. After ten years of service, Dr. Woodhull
speaks of the church quite unhopefully, if not despairingly, and it was for
this reason that he asked the presbytery to dissovle the pastoral relationship,
resulting in his move to New Jersey. At Freehold, he was successor to the
celebrated Rev. William Tennent. He became quite eminent, as mentioned
earlier. He retained great vigor of body until his death on December 22,
1824, at the age of 80.

Extract of Letter from the late John Woodhull of Monmouth, New
Jersey, to William Kirkpatrick, Esq., contains all that he knew respecting
the origin of the Presbyterian Church of Lancaster:

I went to Lancaster as their minister in 1769 and left for this place, Mon-
mouth, in 1779. I was their first pastor and preached to them one-third of the
time, the other two-thirds at Leacock. There had been occasional preaching at
the Court House before I went there, and we worshipped for some time in the
same place after I had accepted their call. Governor Hamilton, as I understood,
had given ground for a place to worship, and the walls were raised by means of a
lottery; the roof was on but the work had ceased some time before I went to Lan-
caster. In order to finish the work, I went to Philadelphia and to different places
in the country to solicit benefactions. A Mr. Henry Helm also went to
Philadelphia for the same purpose. With the money thus raised, together with
what was subscribed in the town, the church was finished in the year 1770 or
1771. The leading men were EDWARD SHIPPEN, Esq., DR. ROBERT BOYD,
WILLIAM WHITE, HENRY HELM, CHARLES HALL, SAMUEL BOYD,
WILLIAM MONTGOMERY, WILLIAM ROSS, JUDGE YATES, and MR.
SANDERSON. Out of the town were WILLIAM DAVIS, JAMES DAVIS,
JOHN JACKS. There were very few communicants when I first went to Lan-
caster: Mr. Edward Shippen (the grandfather of Mrs. Yates), Mrs. Shippen,
Miss Martha Gray, William White, Henry Helm. These two last acted as elders
and I am not certain of any others. There was a Mrs. Deamer, and I am not cer-
tain whether I admitted her or she was a communicant before. I suppose there
never was a communicant admitted into the Presbyterian Church in Lancaster on
examination before I went there. Both the congregation and church appears to
have been rather in a forming state.

A leading man in the church during Dr. Woodhull's pastorate was ED-
WARD SHIPPEN, Esq.,' born in Boston on July 9, 1703, died September
25, 1781 in Lancaster, the son of Joseph Shippen and Abigail Grose. He
was married (first) to Sarah Plumley, who was born November 8, 1706; died
April 28, 1735 (their daughter Sarah married Col. James Burd); he was mar-
ried again to Mary Gray who was born in London January 12, 1705, died
May 2, 1778.

Mr. Shippen was Mayor of Philadelphia in 1744 and removed to Lan-
caster in 1753 upon appointment as Prothonotary. He was also Register,
Recorder, and Clerk of Quarter Sessions in 1753; Justice of Lancaster
County in 1753, 1761, 1764 and 1770; and in 1746, he was one of the
founders of the College of New Jersey and one of its first trustees. In 1756,
he was Paymaster for Supplies for the British and Provincial Troops in the
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French and Indian War. He was a Member of Committee of Cor-
respondence in 1774, and its president on July 2, 1776.

From a letter of Edward Burd, Esq., to William Rawle, Esq.,
Philadelphia, dated December 17, 1825:

Mr. Edward Shippen removed to Lancaster about the year 1754 . . . there
being no Presbyterian Meeting in Lancaster, he had a pew in the Episcopal
Church, but the presbyterians had a parson attending two other congregations in
rotation in the country and performing divine service in Lancaster only once in
three weeks, so he joined with others in having a Presbyterian Meeting built and
attended both places of worship alternately.

Also mentioned in the same letter was the statement:

Having lived in Lancaster till I was 11 years of age, I recollect that the
father of the famous Robert Fulton, who had a very sonorous and stentorial
voice, used to raise the Psalm in the Court House, where Presbyterian parsons
occasionally preached.'

As mentioned above, WILLIAM MONTGOMERY was one of the
trustees of the Presbyterian Church when on July 7, 1770, James Hamilton,
after many years' delay, deeded them Lot No. 19 on Orange Street and Lot
No. 491 on Lime Street. These lots "were for use of the minister of the
Presbyterian Church in communion with the Church of Scotland, for a site
for a Church, School, or Almshouse, and for Burying-Ground for the
members aforesaid, and to and for no other use, intent, or purpose what-
soever." Also, according to Dr. Woodhull's letter to William Kirkpatrick,
Esq., William Montgomery was one of the leading men of the church dur-
ing his pastorate from 1769-1779. He was one of the original members of
the Friendship Fire Company. He was a Presbyterian pewholder in 1806
(Front left - $16); he was born 1762 and received his classical education at
the Academy of Newark, Delaware. He studied law at New Castle,
Delaware, under the distinguished lawyer and statesman, Nicholas Van
Dyke, then Governor of the State; he was admitted to the Bar at New Castle
County; removed to Lancaster 1784, when he was admitted to the Lancaster
Bar. In 1785, he married Miss Fidelia Rogerson, daughter of John and
Letitia Nixon Rogerson. She was a prominent member of the Lancaster
Female Benevolent Society. At the time of her death, she was a member of
St. James Episcopal Church but requested she be buried in the Presbyterian
Burial Ground, as she had a child buried there. She died in February, 1819.
Their children were Ann, Fidelia, Letitia, John R. and William. William
Montgomery was a trustee of Franklin College in 1813. He was manager of
Lancaster Turnpike from January 10, 1825 until his death, January 3, 1826,
when he was succeeded by his son, John R. Both father and son were gifted
lawyers.

JOHN MONTGOMERY; son of William Montgomery, lived on South
Queen Street, first block, middle of east side in a very commodious house
which he built. Afterwards, the house was occupied by Mrs. Blackwood's
School, and later by Isaac Diller, and still later by Al Pontz. There was a
large room said to have been a ballroom of striking character, circular in
form, with windows and doors curved to conform to its shape. He was a
trustee of the Presbyterian Church. He married Mary Catharine Reigart on
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October 4, 1825, the daughter of Adam R. Reigart, Jr., and Mary Wager;
she was born February 18, 1793. In 1825 when Lafayette visited Lancaster,
Montgomery escorted him in his carriage drawn by matched grays as far as
Port Deposit, Maryland. Children: Mary E. R., John Rogerson, Letitia
Ann (married Ellmaker Reigart), Margaret Slaymaker, Fidelia, Mary. John
Montgomery died in the County Insane Asylum.

Several leaders of national prominence have worshipped in this congrega-
tion. Robert Fulton, the father of the inventor and painter, deeded land to
the church in its earliest years and is said to be buried in the then church-
yard. (Unfortunately, this stone has eluded discovery.) The first Con-
gressman from the City of Lancaster, John Wilkes Kittera, Esq., is also
buried here. He was one of eight Representatives from Pennsylvania to the
Congress then sitting in Philadelphia, and was subsequently appointed by
President Jefferson to be United States District Attorney for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. He died in 1801.

WHO'S WHO AMONG EARLY LANCASTER PRESBYTERIANS:'°

Robert Thompson
Col. James Cunningham
Col. James Ross
James Ross, the Latinist
Andersons
Scotts from Donegal Church
Boyds
Dickson
Frazer
Jenkins
Hugh Maxwell
McKean, Governor
Andrews, Hugh
Dale, Judge Samuel
Claypoole Matlack
Cochran, Sarah M. (third wife of

Col. Alex. L. Lower)
Bryans
Carpenters
Slaymakers
Howell
Murray, Dr. Lackey
Reigart

Sample, Rev. Nathaniel W.
Robert Fulton
Mrs. John Fulton, Mother of Jane

Moore, Mrs. John Reynolds,
and General J. Fulton Reynolds

Wilsons
Baileys from Middle Octoraro
Craig
Duffield
Houston (Huston)
Kittera
Montgomery
Whiteside
Patterson
Burd, Shippen, Yeates, Porter, Humes
Betsy Ross Matlack
James Buchanan
Church Bell-Empire Hook & Ladder
Cockran, Samuel
Jacks, James and Kaigey
Mosher, Gen. Jeremiah
Trimble
Lane, John N.
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CHAPTER 4
GROWTH AND CONSOLIDATION 1781 - 1852

The Reverend Nathaniel W. Semple, D.D.

1781 - 1821

In 1780, the Reverend Nathaniel W. Semple succeeded Dr. Woodhull in
serving the Lancaster Church and the two older and stronger congregations
at Leacock and Middle Octoraro.

NATHANIEL WELSHARD SEMPLE's ancestors emigrated from
Ireland, and settled in the southeastern part of what is now York County.
He was born on April 16, 1752. He attended Classical School conducted by
the Reverend Robert Smith at Pequea where he prepared for Princeton Col-
lege of New Jersey; he was graduated in 1776; he was licensed by New Cas-
tle Presbytery to preach at Leacock Church in January, 1779. (At a meeting
of the Synod of New York and Philadelphia held in 1779, New Castle
Presbytery reported that since the meeting of Synod in 1777, they have
licensed Messrs. Matthew Tate, Nathaniel Semple and John Finley to
preach the Gospel.) While a licentiate, he supplied the church at St. George,
Delaware for six months, and at the expiration of that time he received a
call to become its pastor but declined. He was still pursuing his theological
studies under tutelage of the Reverend William Foster, Pastor of Upper Oc-
toraro Church at the time of Mr. Foster's death, which occurred on
September 30, 1780.

Leacock formed a union with Middle Octoraro in 1780. On October 30,
1780, Leacock, Octoraro and Lancaster Churches united in a call for Mr.
Semple's pastoral services. The Reverend Robert Smith moderated the call
at Leacock and the Reverend Mr. Latta of Chestnut Level officiated in the
same capacity at Octorara. At a meeting of New Castel Presbytery held at
West Nottingham, the arrangements were made for Rev. Mr. Semple's in-
duction — William R. Smith was to preach the sermon, James Finley to
preside, and Robert Smith to give the charge. Mr. Semple was to prepare a
lecture on Romans 8:1-9, and be ready for the usual examination. Mr. Sam-
ple accepted the united calls of Octorara, Leacock and Lancaster churches
on October 25, 1781. The calls from Octorara and Leacock stipulated 200
bushels of wheat each annually. The congregation at Lancaster was not
nearly as large as Octorara and Leacock; hence, the call from Lancaster
stipulated only 100 bushels of wheat annually.

Nathaniel W. Semple married Elizabeth Cowan when he was 29 years of
age — on October 2, 1781. Elizabeth was born June 16, 1761. They took up
residence in Strasburg on April 10, 1782. They had 9 children. Elizabeth
died on July 3, 1818, aged 57, and was buried in the Leacock Churchyard.
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Rev. Nathaniel W. Semple, D.D. 1781-1821

About 1790, Dr. Semple opened a theological school in his home in
Strasburg." Some of his students were the Reverend Stuart Williams, who
settled at Snow Hill; the Reverend Dr. James McGraw, who settled at Not-
tingham; The Reverend Dr. Paxton, who settled at Marsh Creek, Adams
County; The Reverend John Coulter of Tuscarora, Pennsylvania; the
Reverend John B. Slemmons of Eastern Shore, Maryland; the Reverend
Robert Kennedy of Welsh Run, Franklin County; the Reverend Dr. Francis
Herron of Pittsburgh; and the Reverend Charles Cummins, who settled first
at Chestnut Level and afterwards in Florida, Orange County, New York.

Dr. Semple continued for the unusually long pastorate of 40 years sharing
his ministrations about equally among the three congregations. During this
period the Lancaster Church rapidly increased in numbers. Those early
years of what were called the Church's "forming state" ended in 1804,
when it was regularly incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania as "THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE
BOROUGH OF LANCASTER." Seventeen years later the Sabbath School
began. In 1820, the building was enlarged and improved, and in- 1845, E. R.
Hammond, an itinerant artist, specializing in making paintings of church
buildings, gave us the only known likeness of this old church. The original is
hanging in Presbyterian Historical Society Church, Philadelphia. In
January, 1916 (and several times since), the Session of First Church vainly
tried to secure it for its own walls. S.C. Slaymaker, II tried January 16, 1964
to have the portrait returned without success, but it was loaned to the Lan-
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caster Church in 1970 for display.
In the early years of the nineteenth century, the two problems which

seemed to preoccupy the church were those of "Sabbath breaking" and
alcoholism. Even "the brethren, themselves, in ecclesiastical assembly
seemed not immune to temptation," as indicated in a marginal note in
Presbytery Minutes for April 1, 1828: "Presbytery entertained for the first
time without ardent spirits. Tea substituted." The dictates of caution and
the rising temperance movement were similarly reflected in the Session's ac-
tion of February 7, 1881, whereby unfermented grape juice was substituted
for wine for Communion Services.

Dr. Semple is described as being "a large, corpulent man, with a strong
voice, who generally preached without notes. He was argumentative and
could quote Scripture with great fluency. He was considered an able
theologian in his day." Leaving Lancaster in 1821, he preached some years
in the New Castle Presbytery and later located in Strasburg where he died
on July 23, 1834, in his 83rd year. The Family Bible and a portrait painted
by John Funck are in the Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. His son, Nathaniel Semple, was a physician in Paradise
Township; and one of his direct descendants, Miss Sara Semple, a great-
great granddaughter, was a member of the Lancaster Church.

On March 28, 1809, Act of Assembly approved a bill which authorized
the Governor of Pennsylvania to incorporate a company for the purpose of
making and erecting a bridge over the Susquehanna River in Lancaster
County at or near the town of Columbia." Charter was granted October 19,
1811. Among the stockholders were the following Presbyterians: Samuel
Clendenin, William Kirkpatrick, William D. McKim, Robert Patton, John
Reynolds, and Henry Slaymaker (Henry Slaymaker obtained the contract to
build the bridge.) In 1818, James Humes' name appears as Collector.

In the original bridge papers of 1811 to 1832 are found other names of
Presbyterian interest: Arthur Armstrong, James Buchanan, Mr. Lightner,
Jeremiah Mosher, George B. Porter, Samuel Clendenin, Mary Dickson,
Samuel Dale, William Findlay, Nathaniel Lightner.

In 1820, the original church building was enlarged and improved.

The Reverend William Ashmead

1821 - 1829

A ccording to an item in the sessional records at the time Dr. Semple left,
— "Immediately after the pulpit was declared vacant, they proceeded to
make a call to Mr. William Ashmead," stipulating a salary of $1,000 an-
nually, in quarterly payments:

Elders William Kirkpatrick, Samuel Humes, Jeremiah Mosher, William
Dickson, John Whiteside, Henry Slaymaker; and Trustees, Stephen Rhine,
G. B. Porter and James Humes, signed the call. (Elder Slaymaker on First
Presbyterian Church's Session in 1942 was a great grandson of Henry
Slaymaker). On September 6, 1821, Mr. Ashmead was ordained by the
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Presbytery of New Castle, and installed pastor of the church. The church
was now strong enough to engage the entire services of the minister at a
salary very liberal for that time.

Mr. Ashmead, a native of Philadelphia, was quite a young man when he
began his work here. He is described as being "small in stature, fair com-
plexion, and very youthful in appearance, but fervent in spirit, zealous, and
an excellent writer." A large volume of 400 pages of his sermons has been
preserved, together with a sketch of his life (location unknown). He was
universally beloved and his ministry here, although brief, was very suc-
cessful, the church being greatly strengthed. Unhappily, he fell victim to
tuberculosis, and resigned in April, 1829, to accept a call to the Second
Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina, because of the more
favorable climatic conditions. However, he returned to Philadelphia a short
time later where he died in his 32nd year, in 1829.

Mrs. Ashmead was one of the first six Directresses of the Sabbath School
Society established July 4, 1821.

During Mr. Ashmead's ministry, an illustrious member of the congrega-
tion was George Bryan Porter, who at the time of Mr. Ashmead's induction
was secretary of the church (then called the English Presbyterian Church).
Mr. Porter left Lancaster to become Governor of the Territory of Michigan
where he died of cholera in 1834. He is buried in Detroit but his wife, Sarah,
and four of their seven children are buried in Lancaster.

According to Rev. Mr. Powell, about 100 new members were enrolled,
half on examination and half by letter of certification.

The first Sabbath School was organized in July, 1821, with a membership
of 121.

The Reverend Richard W. Dickinson

1829 - 1833

The Reverend Richard W. Dickinson was the first minister already or-
dained when called by the Lancaster Church. He was installed as pastor on
October 26, 1829. He was a man of scholarly attainments and fine ap-
pearance. In Dr. Mitchell's words: "Mr. Dickinson's discourses were prac-
tical, pungent and perfect in style and composition. The most learned could
learn from him and during his ministry many gentlemen of the learned pro-
fessions were his hearers." The call for Mr. Dickinson was made out in the
names of Samuel Slaymaker, Robert Evans, Nathaniel Lightner, George
Bryan, Samuel Dale, John Reynolds, Evan W. Evans, Langdon Cheves and
William Norris. According to the Reverend Walter Powell, "it may be that
some of them were only members of a committee appointed to effect this
particular object."

Mr. Dickinson married a lady of this city, and after a diligent ministry of
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nearly four years, he resigned on October 1, 1833, citing ill health and a
desire to write, as his reasons. He went to New York, continued in the
ministry, whenever opportunity offered, but devoted most of his energies to
writing religious works, which were held in high esteem throughout the
Christian Church. He returned to Lancaster on May 11, 1851, to preach the
sermon at the dedication of the new church building, the title of his sermon
being "THE CHURCH OF CHRIST." His sermon was later published and
a copy placed in the cornerstone of the present church building on June 27,
1877. About a year before Rev. Mr. Dickinson's resignation, the eldership
was increased by the election and ordination of Dr. John Miller and Mr.
John W. Cochran.

On November 30, 1832, the Lancaster County Temperance Society" was
organized with George Bryan as President. Later, a Junior Temperance
Society was formed with Samuel Humes as President and D. Ehler as
Secretary. There were about 65 members.

On Friday evening, May 10, 1833, the annual meeting of the Lancaster
County Temperance Society was held in the session house of the First
Presbyterian Church. The President, William Kirkpatrick, presided.
Among the directors were Dr. George B. Kerfoot and George Bryan, Esq.

During Mr. Dickinson's pastorate, about 130 people joined the church,
equally divided between examination and certification according to Rev.
Powell.

The Reverend John T. Marshall Davie
1834 - 1840

On January 21, 1834, the eldership (composed of Messrs. William
Kirkpatrick, Samuel Humes Jr., and Dr. John Miller) called John T. Mar-
shall Davie of Frankford, Pennsylvania, to succeed Rev. Mr. Dickinson. He
accepted and was installed in April, 1834. He continued as pastor for six
years. He was a man of medium stature, dark hair and dark eyes, a fluent
speaker, but not argumentative. He was a diligent and self-sacrificing
pastor; he visited his people and knew them intimately. His session carefully
kept orderly minutes of all proceedings. On March 4, 1837, Mr. Davie
brought up the subject of missions for discussion by the session, with the
result that the first offering for organized Presbyterian Missions was made
in the church "on Sabbath, March 27th, for the Western Board of Mis-
sions." According to the Reverend Mr. Powell, "he found upon coming
here a well organized Board of Trustees, and a membership numbering
some of the first inhabitants of the place." Forty new members were enroll-
ed during Rev. Mr. Davie's tenure.

On Monday evening, May 19, 1834, the annual meeting of the Lancaster
County Temperance Society was held in the sessions' room of the English
Presbyterian Church, and plans were made for public meetings. On Sun-
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day, July 4, a sermon on temperance was to be delivered in the Presbyterian
Church by the Reverend James Sovereign.

The UNION (newspaper) of Tuesday, September 30, 1834, contained an
announcement that almanacs in the German language, sustaining the
benevolent efforts to remove the curse of intemperance, were for sale at the
store of George Bryan in Lancaster. Temperance almanacs in English were
soon to be received and put on sale.

The LANCASTER JOURNAL of Friday, March 6, 1835, stated that an
address by the Reverend James Sovereign delivered in the Court House on
Thursday, January 1, 1835 and subsequently in Strasburg and Marietta,
had just come from the press. Copies could be obtained from Dr. R.
Jackson, George Bryan or Mordecai M. Moore, proprietor of the
Temperance Hotel and at the office of the LANCASTER JOURNAL.

At a meeting held May 22, 1835, in the English Presbyterian Church, the
old society was reorganized and a new constitution adopted. Among the
Presbyterians, George Bryan was elected President; Ralph Jackson,
Treasurer; Dr. George B. Kerfoot, Secretary.

A meeting of the Lancaster Temperance Society was held in the
Presbyterian Church on Saturday evening, July 4, 1835. The Reverend J. T.
Marshall Davie, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, addressed a
solemn and fervent prayer to the Throne of Grace for a blessing on the
cause of temperance generally and especially on the labors of the newly
organized society, after which the choir sang an appropriate hymn. The
Reverend Mr. Davie then delivered an able and eloquent address. Later
meetings were held in the Presbyterian Church or in the Session Room in
1836.

In 1838 occurred the great division in the Presbyterian Church known as
the Old and New School schism. Mr. Davie and his church espoused the
cause and doctrines of the original church—the Old School—and continued
with it as long as the division lasted. He left Lancaster in 1840, moved to
central New York, then to Brooklyn where he died about 1859. Four years
after Mr. Davie was installed (September 7, 1838), the congregation elected
two additional members to the eldership—Messrs. Cristus Collins and
Thomas Dickey—both had served in that capacity in churches in Wilkes-
Barre and Gettysburg, respectively, apparently elected due to the death of
Elder William Kirkpatrick on August 18, 1838, who was identified with the
church almost from its beginning. He filled the office of elder for a great
many years, and his death was reported as a "blow to the society and
deserves a special record . . ." Samuel Humes preceded him in death, "and
both men went to their rewards full of years of good deeds. They seem to
have stood shoulder to shoulder (from the earliest notices we have of the
church)".



90/1, 1986 	 21

The Reverend John McNair, D.D.

1841 - 1851

The Reverend John McNair was installed on June 1, 1841. He was an
able preacher, and had the unique capacity of preparing his sermons and
delivering them without putting pen to paper. It was said that if the Bible
were lost, Mr. McNair could have reproduced it from memory. He was
nearsighted and, consequently, his appearance in the pulpit and on the
street was awkward. The story was told that one night on North Queen
Street, he was seen stepping very carefully over the awning post shadows
which were thrown on the pavement by the rays of a summer moon! Despite
his physical handicap, he was an aggressive as well as a righteous leader.

On April 1, 1843, the session admonished the choir for singing while the
ushers were taking up the "penny collection", (in those days local expenses
were paid by pew rents and subscriptions, while benevolences were raised by
collections), and ordered them to quit the practice. The choir ignored the re-
quest. The session commanded them again and again to desist. When the
choir refused the third time to obey its instructions, the session discharged
the choir director, the organist and the choir. Later in the minutes, it
developed that the seat of the trouble was disharmony between the session
and the Board of Trustees. The choir was following orders from the trustees
who paid them, and ignored the session. The incident seems to have been
trivial, but it was the occasion for a long argument between a Mr. Whitehill
and a Mr. Shallers, involving the pastor, his elders and others.

In the Spring of 1849, a Professor 0. S. Fowler, phrenologist, came to
Lancaster and delivered a course of lectures to large audiences. He had little
use for religion and an utter contempt for clergymen. He repeatedly
challenged any of the clergy to meet him in debate. Finally, Mr. McNair ac-
cepted. The debate took place in the Old Court House on March 12, 1849.
So completely did Mr. McNair defeat the learned professor that he quietly
left town the next day.

To Mr. McNair the congregation was indebted for adequate leadership in
building a beautiful new church. The old edifice was torn down in 1850, and
by May 11, 1851, the new one was completed and dedicated. His argument
for a new building was that the old one was too small. He insisted it was the
duty of the congregation to enlarge or rebuild "so there would be room,
and the number of pews be such as to put the annual pew rent so low as to
be within the means of the poorest in the city". Thaddeus Stevens, a pew
holder although not a member, doubtless was pleased by this argument.

So came the new church, containing 140 pews—all well cushioned—with
rents ranging from $40 down to $5.00 per year with a few free pews. On
August 4, 1851, Mr. McNair tried to resign. Dr. Mitchell (pastor 1876-1907)
says he did this because of an unhappy division occasioned by the
misunderstandings and want of mutual confidence in matters pertaining to
the building of the new church. The minutes imply that the differences go
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back to the choir incident, and the discord between the session and the
trustees. The majority of the congregation refused to concur in Mr.
McNair's request before presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relationship,
and presbytery did not do so. Instead, it commended the majority report,
and rebuked those sending the minority report asking for dissolution.
Meanwhile, however, Mr. McNair had given his consent to the call of
another church in New Jersey, and on October 1, 1851, in response to Mr.
McNair's renewed request and the concurrence of the congregation,
presbytery dissolved the relationship. Mr. McNair remained in New Jersey,
served as regimental chaplain in the Civil War, and in 1865, with health im-
paired, he returned to Lancaster with his family. On his death, his body was
taken to New Jersey for burial in the cemetery belonging to his former
church. During Rev. Mr. McNair's pastorate, 150 persons joined his
church.

An illustrious member of the First Presbyterian Church during Mr.
McNair's ministry was Charles Miller Howell, born April 24, 1814, in
Philadelphia. He was the son of Amos Howell, Jr., who served in the War
of 1812, and Sarah Provost Howell; the grandson of Amos Howell, Sr.,
who owned the Ferry, and assisted General Washington and his Army in
crossing the Delaware on the night of December 25, 1776. He was a student
at Plainfield Academy, Connecticut; and became a marble mason in
Philadelphia and Lancaster on East King Street (later on North Queen
Street). An original member of the Fire Association of Philadelphia,
Howell was for many years Chief of the Fire Department in Lancaster. He
was commissioned by Governor Porter in August, 1842, as Major of the
National Greys of Philadelphia. In 1856, he was elected County Treasurer
on the Democratic ticket; in 1865, and elected City Treasurer by the City
Council, he was a member of both Select and Common Councils, and was a
member of the Lancaster City School Board. A member of Lodge No. 43,
Free and Accepted Masons, in Lancaster, and Worshipful Master of that
Lodge from 1852 to 1853, and again 1854 to 1855, Howell was appointed
District Deputy Grand Master of Penna. District No. 1 during the years
1856 to 1876. He also served as Generalissimo of the Grand Commandery
of the Order of Knights Templar of Pennsylvania. There are many Lodges
named for him, honoring his valuable service. He was one of the organizers
of the Empire Hook and Ladder Fire Company of which he was president
from 1859 to 1884. There were ivory miniatures of him done in 1831 and
1842, and there are oil portraits of his father and mother by Bass Otis about
1820.

In 1844, he was a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church and Treasurer,
his term as trustee lasting nearly 40 years. He was one of the originators of
the Home for Friendless Children. In 1876, he became trustee and secretary,
and was until his death on April 10, 1903. He selected the marble, designed,
cut and carved the pulpit in the Presbyterian Church. (The marble base to
the present Communion Table was originally given as a pulpit by Major
Charles M. Howell about 1880. It was from his marble yard on East King
Street.) He was also noted for his beautiful penmanship and figure-skating.
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CHAPTER 5
PRE-WAR YEARS

The Reverend J. Abel Baldwin

1852 - 1856

On February 26, 1852, after Mr. McNair had left, some of the most
faithful workers in the church left to form the Second Presbyterian Church
of Lancaster. Two others severed their relationships with First Church but
did not go with the seceders. According to the Reverend Mr. Powell's ac-
count,

The 2nd Church called, after having for a time various men, the Reverend
Alfred Nevin, who accepted and continued as their pastor about four and a half
years. The First Church, as the old Church came now to be distinguished, called
The Reverend J. Abel Baldwin, who was installed Tuesday evening, October 28,
1852. The schism continued until the autumn of 1856, approximately six years.
Neither society made much progress. Both were embarrassed pecuniarily from
debt on their houses of worship, and were not able adequately to support their
respective pastors. The community looked on with surprise, and Presbyterianism
went backwards.

As mentioned, the Reverend John Abel Baldwin became the next pastor
of First Church. He came from the Associate Reformed Church in New
Jersey, and found here a lovely new church building but a congregation
numbering only 154 persons, representing 100 families. The annual budget
was $1,403.51. Evidently there was a large building fund debt, because Mr.
Baldwin—a good man and excellent pastor—remained here only 3½ years,
and resigned because the church refused to liquidate this debt. He went
back to New Jersey to the Associate Reformed Church, leaving the church
here with 166 members.

It is interesting to note that Rev. Mr. Baldwin brought the idea of a
Young Men's Christian Association with him from New Jersey. This
organization was established at that time in Lancaster and continues as one
of the earliest Y.M.C.A.'s in the United States. About this time the Female
Industrial Society was organized in Lancaster. Dr. Samuel Humes' Will,
probated October 4, 1852, contains this item:

I give and bequeath to the Female Industrial Society of Lancaster of
which Miss Jordan is one of the officers, One Hundred Dollars, provided that
society is general in its aid to all applicants without reference to sect

The Misses Jordan lived at 235 East King Street.
Among the Presbyterian women associated with this society were: Miss

Regart, Mrs. Amos Henderson, Mrs. D. W. Patterson, Miss Ann C.
Slaymaker. Later Miss A. C. Slaymaker became secretary until she left for
Lebanon, when Miss Susan C. Frazer took her place. On November 13,
1885, Mrs. Hugh S. Gara was elected a member, as was Mrs. Charles
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Locher. After the death of Mrs. Gara, Miss Elizabeth B. Gara was elected
to fill her mother's place. The society was in existence at least 74 years.
Their plan was ideal—that of giving to the needy and with respectable
labor, a chance to be independent of charity.

CHAPTER 6
THE WAR YEARS

The Reverend Walter Powell

1857 - 1868

The Reverend Walter Powell was ordained and installed on Thursday,
July 9, 1857. He came directly from Princeton Theological Seminary. He
must have been a young man of winning personality and tact. In October,
1857, the synod met in the Second Church but held the communion service
in the First Church, both congregations breaking bread together. On
February 24, 1858, Mr. Powell's congregation drafted a set of resolutions,
beautiful in language and spirit, inviting the Second Church to come back
"in full exercise of all the rights and immunities connected with the church
and congregation." This Second Church had maintained its separate ex-
istence for six years and had prospered. Beginning with 31 members, it had
increased to 69, and had a large number of outside worshippers. It had sup-
ported its own ministers, first the Reverend William S. P. Noble and, after-
ward, the Reverend Alfred Nevin, D.D. It had purchased the Mechanics
Hall on South Queen Street and converted it into a church at a cost of
$6,000 or $8,000. It accepted First Church's invitation, however, "enter-
taining a high regard for the courtesy, learning and piety of Mr. Powell."
Forty-one of the 69 members came back, and in the fall of 1858, the two
churches were once more united.

Mr. Powell, in a HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH which he read on the re-opening of the church (after some
repairs) on the evening of November 19, 1865, remarked in part:

I do not wish it to be supposed for one moment that there has been
anything like the healthy tone of religious fasting and sentiment that there should
have been. A very considerable degree of coldness has marked our whole history.
There has never been that activity and warmth there should have been. 'Mylean-
ness, my leanness, woe unto me!' has been an appropriate complaint at every
state of our existence; and it, perhaps, could now as at any former time, have
been so fitly uttered as it can at this very hour. And now, what of all this? What
use? It is time we were drawing some moral after so long a narrative. We are not
required to 'remember the former things of old' as a mere indulgence to curiosi-
ty, or as a gratification to the antiquarian propensity of our nature. This history
will have been pursued almost in vain if such be all; the results are not of a
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character to repay the labor, directed to such ends. It is possible for us, I con-
ceive, to reap some practical benefit from what has been reproduced. The in-
quiry that has been necessary will otherwise be unrewarded . . . You hold today
your position as a Presbyterian congregation and society, not by any means what
it should be and might have been with great faithfulness on your part and the
part of your ancestors, but yet not such as you have particular need to be utterly
ashamed of, through the watchful care of your never-failing shepherd. He tend-
ed the infancy of the flock; gradually He increased its number; in time He gave it
a better pasturage, supplied it with more constant and more ample nourishment,
and when a breach had torn it asunder, He kindly brought it together again. Let
all the honor be given to God, and let no wicked doubt of His providence chill
the fervor of your praise . . . Let everyone study the welfare of Zion, and put
forth his strength to build her up. Fill her courts with your weekly praise, and
adorn the doctrines of Him who has recorded His name in her with a well
ordered life and a godly consecration. Make every future inquirer in your annals
feel when he comes to your period that he has fallen upon a people that were
zealous of good works, and that found their meat and their drink in doing the
will of God.

Mr. Powell died on January 23, 1868. In resolutions adopted by the ses-
sion is found the following in appreciation of him: "All mourn the loss of
one so endeared by so sacred relations, and by labors amongst us devoted
under such physical weakness and impaired health—uniform Christian con-
sistency, true piety, forgiving nature toward all men, entirely free from
malice or bitterness . . . worthy of our daily imitation . . . church be
draped in mourning for the usual period."

The church membership at that time was 225; congregational expenses,
$3,173.

James Buchanan, 15th President of the United States, returned to Lan-
caster in 1861 from the White House. He stood in Center Square and ad-
dressed the assembled citizens of Lancaster, as follows:

I do cordially thank you for your personal kindness to an old man who
comes back to you ere long to go to his final rest. My heart has ever turned to
good old Lancaster as the spot where I would wish to live and die.

The Honorable James Buchanan, Pennsylvania's only President of the
United States, sat under Mr. Powell's preaching, having joined the Church
on Profession of Faith in 1865, as recorded in the session minutes of
September 29, 1865:

"Hon. James Buchanan, after being examined on his experimental
evidence of piety, was admitted to the communion and fellowship of this
Church."

(President Buchanan's autographed Psalms and Hymns is on display
among the church archives. The plaque on the sanctuary's west wall com-
memorating his membership dates his life as 1791-1868.)
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CHAPTER 7
REUNION AND PURSUING ITS MISSION

The Reverend George Robinson, D.D.

1868 - 1874

The Reverend George Robinson was ordained and installed on August 8,
1868. The synod met for the first time in First Church in October of the
same year.

In 1869, the church made its first gift to the Board of Freedmen.
On February 11, 1870, there was first mention of the Mission Sunday

School. It was a request to the Board of Trustees to arrange with the
trustees of Shiffler Hose Company for the use of its building by the Mission
School until a building could be erected for its accommodation. This mis-
sion eventually became the MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
First Presbyterian's elder daughter on South Queen Street.

In the same year, the Old and New School Presbyterians became united,
and it was at this time the General Assembly voted the raising of a
$5,000,000 Memorial Fund "as a special offering to God for the blessing in
uniting two long separated branches of the Presbyterian Church." The con-
gregations took to the idea enthusiastically. A Committee solicited funds
for a Mission Chapel as part of the Memorial Fund. A Chapel for the Mis-
sion was built, and the name MEMORIAL CHAPEL was given to it.

One of First Presbyterian's congregation's most significant and enduring
concerns has been its dedication to propagating the gospel of Christ in Lan-
caster. Thus, the Memorial Presbyterian Church, chartered in 1884,
resulted from a "spin-off" Sunday School organized by Doctor George
Robinson and the First Church Session in 1869. Later the name was chang-
ed to THE LANCASTER PRESBYTERIAN MEMORIAL CHURCH.

In 1871, the session adopted a plan for systematic collection of
benevolences and the offerings increased many fold. In the same year, the
session adopted the first temperance resolution, "earnestly entreating
members of the Church, over which God has placed us as overseers, to en-
tirely abstain from using as a beverage everything that can
intoxicate . . . because of the great evil resulting from use of fermented
wines . . . especially the danger therefrom to the youth of our own Church
and congregation."

On December 2, 1872, Elder Dr. Samuel Keneagy was licensed to preach
by the presbytery, and gave much of his time to Memorial Chapel.

Mr. Robinson resigned in 1874 because of ill health, became the minister
at the Duncannon Presbyterian Church for a few years and, then, a
chaplain in the United States Army.
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The Reverend H. C. Westwood, D.D.

1874 - 1876

The Reverend H. C. Westwood, D.D., was installed in July, 1874. He
came here from the Methodist Church in Princeton, New Jersey, where,
along with his pastoral duties, he had attended classes in the College and
Seminary. The professors at the college regarded him so highly that they
were instrumental in securing for him the honorary degree of Doctor of
Divinity. He threw new life into the Lancaster Church. He had the session
meet at the close of every service to receive new members into the church; he
had the church unite with the other Lancaster churches for revival services,
and used gospel songs in the prayer meetings (these songs were later remov-
ed by sessional action). Sixty-three persons united with the church at one
time—one of the largest single accessions at any one communion service.
When Dr. Westwood left on March 15, 1876, for the Chambers
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, the membership was 372.

CHAPTER 8
GOLDEN YEARS

The Reverend James Y. Mitchell, D.D.

1876 - 1907

The Reverend Dr. James Y. Mitchell was installed as pastor on October
1, 1876, coming here from Temple Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. On
July 4, 1876, while the pulpit was vacant, an item appeared in the minutes
of the session which illustrates that the continuing patriotic fervor first
shown in the church a century before under Dr. Woodhull still prevailed:

At an informal meeting of the session, it was deemed proper to express
our gratitude to God on the occasion of the coming Centennial Fourth of July,
and hold a public meeting in the Lecture Room on the morning of July 4, 1876.
A number of the church members and citizens met. In the absence of the pastor-
elect (Dr. James Y. Mitchell), Elder John McCalla led the exercises. It was truly
good to be there. A fervent spirit of devotion was manifested in the reading of an
appropriate portion of Scripture and the prayers that arose from grateful hearts
to Him who has so far guided and sustained our institutions was impressive and
highly appropriate to the occasion—demanding thanksgiving and praise from all
the people.

Dr. Mitchell was erudite and talented in all the graces and other re-
quirements of a good pastor. His preaching attracted all classes. He was
always the personification of the dignity and gentlemanliness of a minister
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of the Old School. When he was on the street calling on his people, he ap-
peared with a walking stick, frock coat and high silk hat. With it all, he was
always aggressive in the interests of his church, and his people loved and
respected him. During his 31 years with the church (a term second only to
that of Dr. Sample who served the church 40 years), new ideas were in-
troduced into church customs. Dr. Mitchell began by having a printed pro-
gram for his installation. He took charge of the church records, had cards
prepared for communicants to use at the Communion Service.

By this time, young men began to dedicate themselves to the gospel
ministry. Among them were Roderic T. Cobb, Julius A. Herold, John B.
Laird, Edgar H. Levan, and Hugh Kerr Fulton. Missionary collections were
taken up systematically once each month. In November, 1880, the rotary
system for choosing elders for the session was adopted and continued
almost to the end of Dr. Mitchell's administration, and then faded out of
practice without any formal congregational action. This change evidently
took place smoothly, although one elder, David W. Patterson, refused to
serve in the new order.

On February 7, 1881, by sessional action, unfermented grape juice, in-
stead of the fermented wine traditionally used, was ordered for the Commu-
nion Service.

This appears to be an outgrowth of the earlier efforts of Dr. Thomas B.
Welch, of Vineland, New Jersey. Dr. Welch, a dentist, also happened to be
the Communion Steward of his church; and one of the problems on his con-
science was the feeling that there ought to be an unfermented wine to use in
celebrating Communion. With the help of his son, Charles, Dr. Welch
began experiments in the family kitchen, based on the theory of Dr. Louis
Pasteur. By 1866 these two produced some 40 pounds of "unfermented
wine" for use in a few local churches of southern New Jersey and Southeast
Pennsylvania. "Dr. Welch's Unfermented Wine" was later to become "Dr.
Welch's Grape Juice."

In 1882, the session wrote to the Board of Trustees: "In our Presbyterian
worship singing occupies a prominent part. The growth and development of
our church depends much upon a good organist and a good choir." And the
trustees were requested to see that proper action be taken.

On April 2, 1882, the 25th Anniversary of Dr. Mitchell's entering the
gospel ministry was celebrated with appropriate and elaborate ceremony,
concluding with a special Communion Service. On June 8, 1904, the first
Assistant Minister, the Reverend Alfred L. Hall-Quest, was chosen, and in
1905, the congregation cooperated in the Forward Movement of the Church
for promotion of the work of Foreign Missions; also, the first Boys' League
was organized.

Among the outstanding events of Dr. Mitchell's ministry was the
remodeling of the church building. The place of worship was "freshened
and brightened and beautified, as the spire rises from out of the place where
once rose the ill-proportioned steeple." The present steeple was completed
in 1877. The cornerstone laying was a notable event, not only for the church
but also for the community. On the platform were the members of Lan-



90/1, 1986 	 29

Rev. James Y. Mitchell, D.D. 1876-1907.

caster clergy, who assisted in the ceremony. A large crowd was present. Said
the LANCASTER INTELLIGENCER of that day — June 27, 1877:

Both sides of the street in front of the Church were lined with spectators,
while the seats arranged in the graveyard to the east of the Church were filled and
many took advantage of the old flat gravestones which served admirably as
seats. All denominations were represented, and while it was preeminently a
presbyterian gala, religious folk of different ways of thinking seemed to enter in-
to the spirit of the event, so that the assemblage partook very much of the
character of a Union Gathering.

In the cornerstone many relics were deposited, including a copy of a ser-
mon by a former pastor, the Reverend R. W. Dickinson entitled, "The
Church of Christ" (originally delivered at the dedication of the church in
1851); the last report of the City Treasurer, current copies of daily and
weekly papers, names of former pastors, and the roll of pew holders and
communicant members and officers of the church, and many old and con-
temporary coins.

On January 28, 1878, the name of the church was changed from "The
English Presbyterian Church" to "The Presbyterian Church of Lancaster."

During the time of remodeling, the Trinity Lutheran Church by "a cor-
dial and unanimous vote" very graciously offered their church and chapel
buildings to the First Presbyterian Church "to occupy the same on an equal
footing with the Trinity congregation during the time required for altera-
tions now in progress." This was not only a good neighborly deed, it was
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probably also a return courtesy for a similar service given Trinity by the
Presbyterians sometime previously while that old church was undergoing a
remodeling; for among the priceless possessions of the Presbyterian Church
is an old pulpit Bible, in use for almost a century, with the following inscrip-
tion on the title page:

Presented to the
First Presbyterian Church

By the Ladies of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church

of The Holy Trinity
In Remembrance

Of the time, during which the
Two congregations worshipped together

Lancaster, May 14, 1854.

After sincere expressions of regards for Trinity which "recalled many
pleasant memories of other days when Trinity in circumstances similar to
our own worshipped in the Presbyterian Church," the offer was accepted.
But after three Sundays, "arrangements were made for proper distribution
of the elements . . . in the Lecture Room of the church (Presbyterian) as
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more congenial to the home spirit rather than avail ourselves of the offer of
Trinity Church." The next service was also held in the Lecture Room. Then
came the question, "what steps should be taken not to give offence to Trini-
ty?" In answer, they adopted a resolution: "Resolved to continue worship
in the Lecture Room until the Session sees a reason to change." The
minutes show no evidence of the session's ever seeing a "reason" to change.
They communed in the Lecture Room, and Trinity apparently understood
and magnanimously forgot the Presbyterians' lack of appreciation of their
courtesy and continued in friendly, Christian relations.

In 1866, Robert A. Evans, without the authorization of Session or
Trustees, presented a bell to the church. In accepting the gift the session
"confidently hopes and believes that its voice, so gladsome to us at its first
ringing, will be equally gladsome to those who hear it when those now living
shall have passed away." The bell continues to be used.

The EVANS MEMORIAL CHAPEL was dedicated in 1889, having been
erected also by Robert A. Evans, "To the memory of his beloved mother,
Ann Margaret Evans, born February 11, 1794; died May 7, 1883.

On December 2, 1885, three Chinese united with the church — Der Sing
and Ale Wong, on profession of faith; and Der Tuck, by letter from the
Chinese Presbyterian Church of San Francisco, California.

In 1894, at a cost of $11,000, the church building was enlarged by 20 feet
to accommodate six additional rows of pews.

During all this time First Church continued its interest in the Presbyterian
Memorial Chapel. Beginning March 1, 1880, they gave substantial financial
support to James C. Hume, a ministerial student, for preaching regularly at
the Chapel, which he continued for three years. On January 11, 1884, the
Reverend Thomas Thompson carried on the work at the Chapel under the
same arrangements. On September 22, 1884, the session joined with peti-
tioners from the Chapel in asking presbytery to establish the Chapel con-
gregation as a church. Eighty-one members left First Church to form the
Presbyterian Memorial Church of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Organized as a
Sunday School in 1869, its first building erected free of debt (with funds col-
lected by interested parties in the First Church) on a lot donated by Dr.
Henry Carpenter, the first child of the church began its useful career,
always carrying the interest and prayers of the First Church and maintain-
ing the most cordial relationships with it. During periods of vacancy in the
parent church, Dr. H. Walter Haring, pastor of Memorial Church for many
years, assisted the older congregation and session by acting as their
moderator. Memorial Church grew rapidly. Under its minister, the
Reverend C. Alfred Underwood, its congregation numbered 850 members.

On October 6, 1895, the Officers and Teachers Association of Bethany
Mission Sabbath School, worshipping in Bitnerville School Building, peti-
tioned the session of the First Presbyterian Church "to aid in the endeavor
to raise funds sufficient to erect a Chapel building on the lot of ground at
the junction of Columbia and Marietta Avenues, now held by the Trustees
of the Presbyterian Church for the use of Bethany Mission and to support
said Mission with such moral and financial aid as may be at their
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command." One hundred thirty were on the rolls. The sessions decided that
the work should not be abandoned if by a modest cost it could be saved.
The session took the mission officially under its care on February 22, 1896.
The chapel was built on North West End Avenue and dedicated on March
21, 1897. It cost $7,000 of which the First Church congregation gave $1,703,
and the mission $100, leaving $5,197 still to be raised. In the summer of
1898, the session supported students from the Seminary in the mission work
at Bethany, and continued to do so each year until September 12, 1902.
Lancaster's Bethany Church, organized in 1903, owes its beginning to the
desire of Doctor James Y. Mitchell and his session to have a Sabbath School
in the "Bitner School House" in the west end of Lancaster. At that time,
Bethany made its second petition to presbytery, asking formal church
organization in which First Church Session concurred, and presbytery ar-
ranged for the organization. The church flourished under the leadership of
the Reverend Earl Franklin Fowler and in 1942 numbered 460 members.
Today, its membership is 560.

In 1903, the Ladies Aid Society of First Church was founded.
On May 22, 1907, after a ministry of 31 years in First Church, and on the

50th Anniversary of his ordination, Dr. Mitchell resigned. At that time, his
church numbered 409 communicants. The congregation elected him Pastor
Emeritus, and granted him a salary of $1,000 per year during the term of his
natural life. He died on February 26, 1908. His daughter, Henrietta (Mrs. J.
A. Maxwell) was an active member of the church in 1942.

The Reverend Lewis Seymour Mudge, D.D.

1908 - 1914

The Reverend Lewis Seymour Mudge, D.D. was installed on October 1,
1908, and with him the church experienced a renaissance. THE EVERY
MEMBER CANVASS system with the familiar Duplex Weekly Envelopes
was adopted to supplement the rented pew system. Two memorial windows
of the Tiffany type" were installed, the first one a beautiful memorial to
Dr. Mitchell. The church roll was kept up to date. The session, no longer on
the rotary plan, was reorganized once each year. Its membership was
enlarged to 14, and meetings were held regularly each month. The hour of
the Sunday School was changed to 9:45 a.m., and the morning service to
11:00 a.m. Missionary parishes were established (the first at Seoul, Korea)
and a missionary budget set up. Communion service offerings were regular-
ly set aside for the Poor Fund. After much discussion and diplomatic
maneuvering the Congregation voted to allow the ministers to appear at the
worship service in a pulpit gown. Organizations were instructed in the
business method of keeping accounts. Five young men came forward as
candidates for the gospel ministry — Charles M. Ackerman, Walter P.
Boardman, John F. Hagen, Robert C. Byerly and James Watt; the latter
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two volunteered for service in the Foreign Mission Field. Mr. Byerly went to
Syria, and Mr. Watt to India, where they were supported by the home
church. At the same time, the Reverend Robert Rodgers became the
church's representative on the Home Field as Pastor-Evangelist in Texas.

During Dr. Mudge's pastorate, material improvements were made to the
church building at a cost of $40,000, and on February 9, 1913, formal
dedication services were held; at the same time, another memorial window
was unveiled; a communion table and chairs, and the pulpit furniture, all
were dedicated. A pipe organ, the gift of Elder James Shand, was also
dedicated, and was still in service in 1942.

Dr. Mudge resigned on December 13, 1913, to accept a call to the Pine
Street Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He later became
the popular Stated Clerk of the General Assembly.

The Reverend Robert McGowan
1914 - 1916

Dr. Mudge was succeeded by The Reverend Robert McGowan and in-
stalled September 30, 1914.

The Reverend Robert McGowan was a young man when he came here
directly from Scotland. He was a poet, a scholar and a brilliant speaker, at-
tracting to his services many outside the regular church constituency. On
November 20, 1916, he resigned to accept a call to the Belleville
Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

CHAPTER 9
GROWTH AND TRIUMPH BETWEEN THE WARS
1918 - 1935

The Reverend John T. Reeve, D.D.
1918 - 1923

From November 1916 until January 1918, First Presbyterian Church was
without a pastor, and the Reverend Luther M. Strayer (Associate Pastor)
was in charge. He resigned in 1921.

The Reverend John T. Reeve, D.D., was installed on January 12, 1918,
when our country was in the "thick" of its share in World War I. The ladies
of the church organized a Chapter of the American Red Cross and were ac-
tive in it for the duration of the War. A Service Flag was donated, having 75
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stars, two of them gold, as a constant reminder of the boys from the con-
gregation who were serving with the colors.

On March 27, 1918, a Board of Deacons was organized to assume, as in
the days of the Apostles, adequate care of the poor and, incidentally, to
become a training school for future members of the session.

The first Boy Scout Troop was organized in September of that same year.
On March 23, 1919, under the stimulus of the nationwide Presbyterian

New Era Movement, a joint Finance Committee, consisting of represen-
tatives from the three Boards of the church, was organized, the rented pew
system abolished, the budget system for all church financial needs was
adopted, and the annual EVERY MEMBER CANVASS for subscriptions
to that budget was started. The collections jumped to $12,000 for current
expenses and more than $9,000 for benevolences. The support of two new
National Missionaries, the Reverend B. Wren Webb and the Reverend Fred
G. Mitchell, and one Foreign Medical Missionary, Dr. Henry R. Boyes, was
underwritten. The same year, Warren S. Reeve, the son of the pastor, was
taken under the care of the presbytery as a candidate for the gospel
ministry. In 1921, the church adopted another Medical Missionary, Dr.
Henry W. Greist at Point Barrow, Alaska, who became known all over the
nation because of the connection of his station with the death of Will
Rogers.

On June 21, 1919, the title of the church was again changed. It now
became "The First Presbyterian Church of Lancaster."

During the summer of 1922, the first Daily Vacation Bible School was
held.

On June 1, 1923, the Reverend James Watt, son of the church and its mis-
sionary to India, died in Lancaster. In a beautiful memorial written in its
minutes, the session witnessed that he was "a strong personality, earnest,
deeply sincere . . . thoroughly devoted to Christ's work . . . would express
our gratitude to his mother at whose knee he so learned Christ that in later
life he was led to devote his life to so noble a calling."

Dr. Reeve resigned to go to the South Presbyterian Church in Syracuse,
New York. The congregation remembered him as a pastor "whose labors
have yielded abundant harvest in a consistently increasing addition to its
membership, and witness to the power of his gospel-preaching with its
beneficent influence upon our hearts and lives." In 1925, First Presbyterian
Church had a congregation of 1,241 and a church school of 590.

The Reverend Walter W. Edge, D. D

1925 - 1934

The Reverend Walter W. Edge, D.D., formally began his work here on
June 14, 1925, and continued until his death in 1934.

The Edges lived in the manse at 140 East Orange Street.
At the time of Dr. Edge's installation, the session had the following stan-
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ding committees:
Recreational Activities
Young Peoples Society
Finance and Systematic Benevolences
Missionaries and Boards
Temperance and Moral Reform
Evangelism
Sabbath School Extension
Pulpit Supply and Public Worship
Auditors
Rolls and Records

On April 7, 1926, Miss Anna L. Reist accepted appointment by the
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions as a missionary to Chosen (Korea),
whereupon the church assumed responsibility for her support which it con-
tinued as long as she remained in the field.

In June, 1926, a fire occured in the church, destroying the vestibule and
causing severe damage to the sanctuary by smoke and water. Six churches
immediately offered their facilities to the congregation — Bethany,
Memorial, Trinity, First Reformed, St. James Episcopal and St. Paul's
Reformed.

In the same year, the congregation strongly endorsed the Eighteenth
Amendment to the Constitution and the Volstead Act in its zeal for moral
reform.

In December 1926, the session recommended a mission to be established
in the northeast end of Lancaster. Apparently the mission was never realiz-
ed.

In 1927, Dr. Edge visited the Holy Land from January to April.
Later, in 1927, $20,545 were subscribed to the Service Pension Fund for

Presbyterian ministers, and in 1928 the session furnished the library for the
Presbyterian Home for the Aged in Newville, Pennsylvania, and put $400 in
the budget for the maintenance of the Home.

In 1929, the church began annual payments of $500 to the Alborz College
in Teheran, which it continued until the college was taken over by the
Government.

On December 10, 1929, the pastor was given leave of absence because of
illness. Dr. Edge was ill for 15 months ending September, 1931. During the
periods before, during and after Dr. Edge's pastorate, the church had
several Assistant and Associate Pastors. They were:

Rev. Donald B. Mummert 	 1922-26 1929-30
Rev. Harry D. Flemming 	 1926-29
Rev. Alfred K. Dudley 	 1930-31
Rev. T. Edwin Redding 	 1931-37

With their leadership and despite Dr. Edge's enforced absence, the con-
gregation in April 1930 conducted its long-planned church Loyalty Cam-
paign with a view toward securing $115,000 to modernize the Sunday
School Building, enlarge the Social Hall and install a new heating system.



36 	 JOURNAL

Two hundred forty-seven members of the church and church school were
actively engaged in the Campaign, and secured $118,153 in cash and three-
year pledges. Dr. Edge was deeply touched and sincerely appreciative as
evidenced by excerpts from a letter written from the hospital and addressed
to the Committee:

I cannot refrain from congratulating you on your splended achievements.
I think there are few people who in the face of all the circumstances would have
dared it. Your achievement but serves to show the concrete result of an unusual
loyalty and devotion. It is a peculiar joy to be associated with a people who are
so, stable as to their characters and faithful to their commitments.

Another pleasant development was the organization in 1930 of the
"George Mann's Bible Class" by Gilbert I. Lyons and Arnold R. Mc-
Combs. For more of its history, see the 50th Anniversary pamphlet. The
class remains very active. A portrait of George Mann by the late Robert L.
Kumler, also a member of the church, hangs in the "coffee room" outside
the classroom.

New plans in 1931 called for building a social hall and heating plant. The
amount necessary to complete them was $24,165 in excess of pledges and
cash on hand. The balance was underwritten by five church members:

Miss Mary S. Kepler 	 Mr. William Shand
Mrs. H. E. Williamson 	 Mr. Charles F. Miller
Miss Sue Williamson

The building additions were completed and dedicated January 10, 1932.
Included were improvements and an addition to the Evans Memorial
Chapel. Col. D. B. Strickler was in charge of this project.

In December 1933, Dr. Edge resigned due to ill health. He died February
8, 1934.

During Dr. Edge's pastorate, the congregation increased by about 100
members as did the church school. In 1933, membership in the church stood
at 1,354 and in the school at 680. There were 18 elders and 15 deacons as of-
ficers of the church. In 1933 current expenses were $22,000 and
benevolences $15,000 making a total budget of $37,000.

CHAPTER 10
THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

The Reverend Henry B. Strock, D. D.

1935 - 1952

.From December 1933, when Dr. Edge resigned, until April 1935, when Dr.
Strock was installed as pastor, First Church was ably led by the Reverend T.
Edwin Redding, the Assistant Minister.
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Rev. Henry B. Strock, D.D. 1935-1952

During 1934, the session approved a movement, by several Lancaster
churches, to "purify the moving pictures that are now being offered to the
public," Dr. Twombly, rector of St. James Episcopal Church, was a leader in the
movement and published an article in a local newspaper on the subject.

In August 1934, session approved conducting a kindergarten with Mrs. A. H.
Fellenbaum as teacher. Session also approved the use of the Westminster
Departmental Graded materials for the Sunday School, then led by Col. Daniel
B. Strickler as Sunday School Superintendent.

In December of that year, Memorial Presbyterian Church celebrated the 50th
anniversary of its founding. That same month, the Ladies Aid Society of First
Church reported 250 members with dues of 50e per year.

In February 1934, the search for a new minister started, and on February 27,
1935, Dr. Strock was called as Senior Minister at a salary of $5,500 per year plus
manse, fuel and one month's vacation.

Dr. Strock was graduated from Gettysburg College and from Princeton
Seminary. He began his ministry in Allentown, New Jersey, served as Assistant
Minister of First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and also of
Westminster Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. He served more recently as
Minister of First Presbyterian Church, Greensburg, Pennsylvania, when called
to the Lancaster Church. At that time, the church had a membership of 1,285
and a Sunday School of 581. The budget was $32,000.
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The session had 11 permanent committees as follows: 16

1. Finance and Systematic Benevolences
2. Scouting
3. Missionaries and Boards
4. Rolls and Records
5. Music
6. Communion
7. Men's Activities
8. Ushers
9. Religious Education and Church Property

10. Pulpit Supply and Public Worship
I I. Auditors

In February 1936, at the request of the Donegal Presbytery, First Church
agreed to sponsor the Coleman Chapel in Brickerville as a Presbyterian Church.
The history of the Coleman Chapel is included as an addendum to this paper.

In April 1936, the church sponsored and organized Troop 10 of the Boy Scouts of
America. Efforts were made to reduce the church debt of $55,000 and about this
time, Reverend Redding resigned, effective April 1937.

At Col. Strickler's suggestion, Mr. Redding was succeeded by H. E. Pearson,
employed as Director of Religious Education and Music at a salary of $3,000 per
year. H. S. Kirkland, who had been Music Director for 12 years retired. In June,
Mr. Pearson reported a choir of 71 voices, of which 26 were in the senior choir.

In October of 1937, Dr. Strock reported that his son, John, had been granted a
license to preach.

At a session meeting April 1938. resolutions were passed against "subversive
action" as follows:

I. "The General Assembly to advise all of its boards and agencies against the use of
the church for open forums on political and highly controversial economic and
social questions."

2. "The General Assembly to instruct the Boards of Christian Education and other
agencies to screen speakers who appear in conference programs for affiliation in
any subversive agencies and, if found affiliated, to deny them a place on such
programs."

This is the first instance where the First Presbyterian Church Session took
issue with the Presbyterian Church's governing body. Other similar occasions
will be noted in later years. In general, one draws the inference that the local
church is more "conservative" on economic and social issues than is the "liberal"
General Assembly.

Two years after Mr. Redding resigned as Assistant Minister, in July 1939, the
need was felt for a second pastor, and Reverend John Rowland was called as
Pastor's Assistant at a salary of $2,000 per year. The church had now grown to
about 1,400 communicants and the church school to about 700 children.

In September 1940, session voted to exert every effort to prevent enactment of
an authorization permitting motion picture theaters to exhibit on Sunday. Also
in late 1940, the church took note of the war in Europe and approved a request
from the Stated Clerk to send food and supplies to Belgium (being invaded by
the Germans).

In March 1941, the current expenses had increased to $26,800, benevolences
to $9,000 for a total budget of $35,800. Church debt had been reduced to
$33,000. Wednesday evening services were abandoned. Eight church members
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were already serving in the armed forces.
The church school, under Col. Strickler's supervision had prospered mightily

and was considered one of the best in the United States. Reflecting this, Life
Magazine in May 1941 requested and was granted permission to photograph
and publicize it in their forthcoming edition. Excerpts from the Life "story" are
given in the Addendum 4.

The United States entered the war in December 1941, and in February 1942
Col. Strickler resigned as church school superintendent to go into active duty in
the army. Mr. Pearson (in April 1942), reported that the church choirs had
grown to a record 180 voices. Forty-six were in the church choir, 45 in the chapel
choir and 89 in the various junior choirs. In June, however, Mr. Pearson
resigned.

At a congregational meeting on October 29, 1942, the church celebrated the
200th anniversary of its founding and the mortgage was burned, indicating the
church was free of debt. A booklet entitled "Our 200 Years" was issued.

In April 1943, there was a surprise blackout in the City, and Dr. Strock served
as an Air Raid Warden for the section of Orange Street fronting church prop-
erty. The Reverend John Rowland resigned in December of that year and Dr.
Strock suggested that a Director of Religious Education be hired in place of an
Assistant Pastor. However, in early 1945, Reverend Harold S. McMillan
became Assistant Minister.

In April 1945, President F. D. Roosevelt died, and the church auditorium was
opened that day for prayer. At that time, the General Superintendent of the
Sunday School reported that 176 young people had been called into service of
the country, of whom 11 were women.

For several years, complaints were registered regarding the inadequacy of the
Austin organ, and in early 1945, a committee was appointed to study a project for
a new organ. In October, session approved $6,500 for a console for a new organ.
Thus began the Aeolian-Skinner project which eventually resulted in an organ
costing $42,000, but which is considered by musical authorities today to be one
of the best church organs in the world. Late that same year, Mr. McMillan
resigned.

The pastor's report of April 1946 mentioned a fire in the church office, the
result of arson. He also reported on the war's end (VE Day - May 1945 and VJ
Day August 1945). One hundred ninety-one young men from First Church had
served in the armed forces and eight had died serving their country. Col.
Strickler had advanced to Brigadier General and was awarded many medals. On
his return, he again entered into church activity and today, still attends church
regularly. Lt. Gen. Daniel B. Strickler (rtd), the nearly ninety-year old war hero,
continues an active participation in the civic affairs of Lancaster.

The first stirrings of concern for blacks resulted in six interracial services in
Lancaster churches during the winter of 1945-46.

At a session meeting in May 1946, Miss Frances Spahr was hired a Director of
Religious Education. The Organ Committee made its report as follows:

I. Board of Trustees has authority to finance the purchase of a new organ.
2. Aeolian Skinner Co. to be offered the contract for the new organ (in addition to

the console).
3. Board of Trustees agreed to borrow money to meet the purchase price.
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4. Committe studying the disposal of the present organ.
5. New organ expected to arrive in the summer of 1947.*

In September 1946, owing to a bad fire that destroyed the nave of First
Methodist Church, Dr. Strock invited their congregation to meet in First
Church's Social Hall, which they did. In November, General Strickler became
Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania.

At the Annual Church Meeting (April 1947), the report to Donegal Presby-
tery showed the following personnel information:

Session 	 - 	 20 (Elders)
Deacons - 15
Communicants - 1,614
Church School - 679

The budget for 1947 was as follows:
Current Expenses - $30,000
Benevolences - 12,000
Restoration Fund - 5,600

Total $47,600

The Restoration Fund was established by the Protestant Churches to restore
the devastation at home and abroad caused by the war.

United Protestants raised 	 - $112,000,000
Presbyterian Churches' Share 	 - 27,000,000
First Church (Lancaster) Share - 	 27,000

Reporting on the Organ Fund:
Total Cost of Organ 	 $37,589.36 (paid in full)
Pledges made to the fund 	 24,789.26

Borrowed to complete payment $16,000
Paid on note 	 1,500

	

Balance due 	 $14,500

The Clerk of the Session was instructed to thank John Z. Miller for his oil
painting on the theme of the Twenty-Third Psalm. (Mr. Miller gave the church
several of his oils a few of which now hang on the walls throughout the several
church buildings.)

In July, session approved the broadcasting of Sunday morning services of
First Church during September. Similar broadcasts are continuing today.

The new organ was dedicated Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. A vesper
recital was given at 5:00 p.m. and additional recitals were played as follows:

Monday. September 22, by Frank A. McConnell of St. James Episcopal Church
Tuesday, September 23, by Gordon Young, Director of Music at First Presbyterian

Church
Wednesday, September 24, by John R. Lively of Trinity Lutheran Church
Friday, September 26, by E. Power Biggs of Boston, Massachusetts (Mr. Biggs was

paid $350 for the recital.)

In December 1947, Henry Sloane Coffin preached at a service of First Church.
In 1948, the Lancaster Ministerial Association began again to sponsor "inte-

gration of minorities" and announced February 8 as "Interracial Sunday". At

*See Addendum 5 concerning construction and design of the organ.
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the service in First Church a special offering was taken for the benefit of two
black churches in Lancaster.

A breakdown of the current expense budget for the year 1948 is interesting:
Salaries:

	

Pastor 	 - $7,000
Director of Religious Education - 2,700
Director of Music - 	 3,900
Financial Secretary - 	 1,800
Church Secretary - 	 2,000
Sexton - 	 2,100
Sexton's Assistants - 	 1,800

Total Salaries $21,300

Printing - $1,000
Coal - 	 1,150
Electricity - 	 750
Gas - 	 100
Insurance - 	 2,100
Repairs - 	 2,500
Pensions - 	 1,580
Miscellaneous - 	 4,520

Subtotal 13,700

Total Current Expenses $35,000

Presbytery reported that the cost of living increased 66% from January 1940
to January 1947 and another 10% by January 1948. It recommended that
pastors' salaries be increased accordingly.

At the Annual Congregational Meeting in April 1948, the cost of the organ was
now reported to be $42,306 rather than the originally reported figure of
$37,589.36. Cash on hand or subscribed was $32,828 making a deficit of about
$10,000 which was borrowed. Also at that time, the Board of Trustees spent
$15,000 for new carpet and redecorating.

Dr. Strock reported that Samuel C. Slaymaker, II had been elected to the
General Council of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and H. W. Prentis, Jr.
(then President of Armstrong Cork Company) was chosen a member of the
general committee of the Restoration Fund. Mr. Prentis was also a member of the
general committee of the National Council of Presbyterian Men.

At the Session Meeting of September 8, 1948, Reginald Lunt was employed as
Organist and Choir Director. In November, session spelled out his duties in
detail. Hymn boards were approved for the sanctuary, but apparently were
never installed.

At the Annual Meeting of January 1949, communicants were reported as
1,654 and church school attendance at 837, choir, 155 voices.

The Restoration Fund goal of $27,000 was oversubscribed.
Henning W. Prentis was on the Board of Trustees of Wilson College. Mr.

Heidelbaugh was a member of the Synod's General Council; Dr. Strock served
on the Board of National Missions; Clair McCollough on the Advisory Council
in the Department of Radio and Television; Joseph McSparran was Chairman
of Men's Work of the Donegal Presbytery.
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In the spring of that year, Miss Frances Spahr resigned as Director of
Religious Education and was replaced by Miss Miriam Mathews. Reverend
John W. Gordon was called to be Assistant Minister. Late in the year, the
church surrendered its Boy Scout Troop charter.

The Annual Meeting of 1950 approved a budget of $84,000 and reported a
church membership of 1,702. A basketball team had been organized and a
newspaper called "Highlights" was published monthly.

In June, session approved a "Women's Organization" consisting of 15 "Cir-
cles" replacing the Ladies Aid Society, the Women's Missionary Society and the
Choir Mothers' Guild.

In September, Major General Daniel Strickler was again called to active duty
in the Korean War.

The following year, new organizations were established:
Mr. and Mrs. Club
Geneva or Young Adult Fellowship
Usher System
Presbyterian Men's Club

Church membership reached 1,725 and Sunday School 941. Young people
were again being called to military service in the Korean War. In November, Dr.
Strock invited Dr. Eugene Carson Blake to preach at a Sunday service.

At a session meeting in January 1952, the "rotary" system of elders (like the
one used during Dr. Mitchell's Pastorate) was instituted. This system provided
for 21 elders, each serving three-year terms. The session consisted of three classes
of seven elders, only one class to be elected each year. The new system was
approved by the Annual Church Meeting later that month.

On June 16, 1952, Dr. Strock resigned his pastoral relationship with First
Presbyterian Church of Lancaster. During his ministry, 1,668 new members
were received into church membership; church school membership increased
from 798 to 1,023 and all church indebtedness was paid off.

CHAPTER 11
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
CONTEMPORARY LANCASTER

Reverend John M. Gordon, D. D.
1952 - 1963

Doctor Strock resigned in June, 1952 and in early September at a session
meeting, the Reverend John M. Gordon was suggested as his successor. A
congregational meeting was held September 15 to elect a committee to select a
pastoral candidate. This committee was ordered by the session to consider Dr.
Gordon as the first candidate for the pastoral office. The next month the
Reverend Dr. Gordon was called and accepted the position of pastor of First
Presbyterian Church.
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Dr. Gordon was born January 19, 1913. He was married June 23, 1936 and had
four children at the time of his call to First Church. He was graduated from
Colgate University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1934. While there, he was a
track man and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, honorary scholastic fraternity. In
1937, he was graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary. During his years
at Princeton, he served as student pastor at Montauk Community Church on
Long Island. He was ordained in June 1937 and became full-time pastor at
Montauk in January 1944. In March 1949, Dr. Gordon accepted a call as
Assistant Pastor of First Presbyterian Church.

In December 1952, Reverend Francis H. Scott succeeded Dr. Gordon as
Assistant Pastor.

Rev. John M. Gordon, D.D. 1952-1963

The Annual Congregational Meeting of January 21, 1953 reported to Done-
gal Presbytery that the church had:

Communicants 	 - 1,812
Church School Membership - 	 914
Elders - 	 21
Deacons - 	 15

The Mr. & Mrs. Club reported as having heard Mr. Otto McClarren, Director
of Public Relations at Harvard University, speak on "The Negro Problem as It
Affects You."

The Council of Presbyterian Men reported on a project for a church census.
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Miss Nanine Borgman, Director of Religious Education resigned, and Reve-
rend Scott took over her duties.

The echo organ had been in a state of disrepair for some time and in February,
the Board of Trustees agreed to have it repaired as recommended. Also, another
congregational meeting in February suggested that the present manse be razed
and a new modern structure be built on the site at a cost not to exceed $60,000.

March 2, 1953, marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of Bethany
Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Also in March, First Church gave $1,000 to Norwood Church to build a new
church near Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to meet the spiritual needs of the people
working at and for the Atomic Energy laboratories.

About this time a question was raised about the need for two services each
Sunday morning and a committee was appointed by session to study the
problem. Subsequently, a questionnaire was sent to all church members and in
November, session, acting on the basis of the returns, decided to have two
Sunday morning services during a nine-week trial period—the first at 9:00 a.m.
and the second at 11:00 a.m.

In May, the session authorized the new manse building to proceed at a cost of
$55,300, but a further review in December showed the cost to be $72,367.79, and
the congregation approved it.

The new manse was to be built where the old one stood, for a reason particular
to the ministry of John Gordon. Most churches were already aware of the trend
toward providing housing allowances, or otherwise allowing pastors to live
wherever they want to—a trend influenced by the growing reluctance of pastoral
candidates to accept calls from churches with the next-door manse, in which
they would be, in effect, "on duty all the time." To the contrary, John Gordon
wanted just that—to be available to his congregation at any hour—and strongly
urged that he be allowed to do so.

For some time, the church had been serving meals to various civic groups
outside the church. In November, session debated the need for a stewardess to
supervise meal preparation. It was agreed that such a person was needed and in
January, 1954 Mrs. Yost (a church member) was hired for the position. Also
reported at the Congregational Meeting was the fact that the church steeple was
now lit by floodlights, donated by the George Mann Class in memory of William
Barlow, a class member. Samuel Ferguson was installed as Chief Usher—a
position he held for 25 years. He reported an average church attendance each
Sunday of 666.

The statistical report for Donegal Presbytery showed church membership at
1,956 and church school at 1,052. The Choir Committee reported 145 voices
total, of which 75 were in the Chancel and Chapel Choirs. Reverend Gordon
indicated Benevolences had increased to $21,500 per year (about $12 per church
member).

At a session meeting in March, the question of smoking on church premises
arose and it was decided to limit smoking to the basement floor, preferably in the
recreation room and kitchen.

The proposed budget for 1955 was: 	 Current Expenses - $68,750

	

Benevolences 	 - 27,000

	

Total 	 $95,750
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In December 1954, the Communion Service was read from the "Book of
Common Worship," which had recently been approved by the General
Assembly.

At the Annual Congregational Meeting of January 1955, it was reported that
the church had purchased a house at 1037 Wheatland Avenue to serve as a
second manse (for the Assistant Minister, Reverend Scott). Dr. Strock was
made Pastor Emeritus.

A session meeting in March established new standing committees and their
chairmen:

Christian Education 	 - Ormond L. Hampton
Coleman Chapel
	

- David F. Watt
Communion	 - Clyde L. Stauffer
Coordinated Benevolences - A. Hugh Forster
Fellowship	 - Lester L. Hug
Finance and Salaries 	 - R. Spencer McClure
Men's Organization 	 - George S. Mann
Music 	 - Albert L. Bell
Program Advisory 	 - John F. Myers
Pulpit Supply 	 - Samuel C. Slaymaker
Resolutions 	 - Glenn I. Dietrick

A bronze plaque was ordered to designate President James Buchanan's pew.
(Cost $11.25)*

The session, later in the year, required that cutaway coats be worn at Com-
munion Services, but in February of 1950, the custom was discontinued.

A special Congregational Meeting in September 1955 proposed a 1956 budget
as follows:

Salaries - Church Staff - $36,075
Office Expenses 6,720
Utilities 5,850
Repairs and Maintenance 5,150
Insurance and Taxes 3,458
Music 2,597
Interest 2,380
"Presbyterian Life" Magazine and

Assessment 1,770
Debt Reduction 10,666
General Assembly Benevolences 29,000
Local Benevolences 3,000

Total Proposed Expenditures $106,666

However, at the Annual Congregational Meeting in January 1956, this total
expenditure figure was revised to $121,200. At this meeting, the session was
increased to 24 elders and the deacons' roll to 20 (increases of three persons
each).

Church membership now stood at 2,108 and church school membership at
1,150.

In March, a joint committee was established with Bethany Presbyterian
Church to study the founding of a new Presbyterian church north of Lancaster
City.

*A similar plaque designated Thaddeus Stevens' pew.
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The session also opposed the proposed Easter Parade in Lancaster as being
frivolous and not in keeping with this Holy Day

At the session meeting in September, there was proposed (for the first time) a
"Single Unified Budget" for 1957 as follows:

Current Expenses - $ 70,000
Benevolences - 35,000
Debt Reduction - 11,666
Women's Budget - 	 6,361
Men's Budget 	 - 	 3,600

Total Budget 	 $126,627

At the September session meeting, the following were present: Doctor Gordon
and the Reverend Scott.
Elders: Bell, Bergen, Boardman, Davidson, Dyke, Forester, Hug, Kramer, Lyall,
Madeira, Mann, Morgan, Myers, Nesbit, Schuleen, Shock, Stauffer, and Weiler.
Absent were: Elders Alexander, Hampton, Johnson, McSparran, Nutter and
Simpson

In October 1957, at the congregational meeting, a budget was proposed with
benevolences exactly equal to current expenses of $96,366, making a total
budget of $192,732.

However, at the next Annual Congregational Meeting in January 1958. these
figures were revised:

Current Expenses - $ 91,666
Benevolences and Evangelism - 73,684

Grand Total 	 $165,350

Total church membership as of January 1, 1958 stood at 2,274 and Sunday
School enrollment at 1,459.

The Report of the "Give in Faith in 1958" Committee showed that 80 teams had
visited 600 homes in a three-week period. As a result, income, which was $126,000
in 1957 increased to $165,300 in 1958. As shown above, benevolences were 80%
of current expenses.

In 1957, a new Presbyterian church (Highland) was organized and housed in a
new building located on the Oregon Pike and Roseville Road. The Reverend
Warren H. Ball was the first minister. Thirty-five families from First Church
transferred to the new church.

At First Church, a business manager was hired early in the year (George K.
Myers). His job covered supervision of the secretaries, sexton and his assistants.
He kept financial records, counted monies and wrote checks.

Marian Wallace Renniger, Church Historian, completed a history of First
Presbyterian Church."

May 1958, Reverend Richard Grant (a communicant at First Church and a
Methodist Minister) was installed as Executive Secretary of the United
Churches of Lancaster County.

The next month the Staff and Salaries Committee of the session established
"Guide Lines and Changes in Salaries" for all church employees.

In August, Mr. Lunt put on a benefit recital for the new Highland Presbyter-
ian Church and later the choir of First Church sang at the opening of the church.
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In November, Alcoholics Anonymous was invited to use the church fora new
chapter of the organization.

A revised congregational budget was adopted in January 1959 for the coming
year. Its features were as follows:

For operation of the local church - $ 87,802
For undertakings for others - 	 63,525
For Presbytery and Synod - 	 8,475
For other causes - 	 1,900
For Women's Association - 	 6,500
For Men's Council - 	 1,800
For reduction of debt - 	 11,000

Grand Total $181,002

Church membership was 2,260 and church school enrollment was 1,227. The
Ushers' Report gave attendance figures which are quite interesting:

Average Attendance

Year First Service Second Service Total

1949 538 538
1950 614 614
1951 514 514
1952 507 507
1953 200 466 666
1954 203 527 730
1955 220 558 778
1956 269 551 820
1957 337 523 860
1958 374 478 852

On April 27, 1958, a plaque noting that President James Buchanan was a First
Presbyterian Church member and giving biographical information was placed
on the west wall of the sanctuary near the rear of the church.

On May 25, 1958, Highland Presbyterian Church was chartered and officially
began its independent existance.

At the congregational meeting in January 1960, Mr. Harold Lehman was
hired as "Assistant to the Minister." A two-day retreat for the session was held at
Slaymaker's Lodge.

The next month a budget for the year 1960 was approved by the congregation
(with benevolences equal to current expense):

Operation of local church program - $ 93,546
Undertaking for others - 	 93,546
Reduction of debt - 	 9,850

Total Budget $196,942

At that time, the Reverend Mr. Scott advised session of his expected depar-
ture. Subsequently Reverend Charles A. Sommers was called as Assistant Minis-
ter in charge of Christian Education. Mr. Lehman was made assistant to the
Reverend Mr. Somers and Mrs. Day (then Christian Education Director) was
made an assistant to the pastor.

In May, session decided to use a donation of $40,000 given by Elmer Espen-
shade as a memorial to his wife, Frances, to buy the property across from the
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church at 129 East Orange Street.
The congregational meeting in September approved a budget of $221,164 with

current expenses and benevolences equal at $105,316 each.
In December, Mr. Scott resigned and the role of Assistant Minister was

abolished and replaced by a new position called "Minister of Visitation". The
Reverend Herbert E. Moyer was called to this position in February 1961.

The congregational meeting of January 15, 1961 reported church membership
at 2,348 and Sunday School at 1,183.

In May, the Reverend Mr. Sommers was made Associate Pastor.
In November, session revised the 1962 buget which had held current expenses

and benevolences even and reduced the latter to 75% of the former. The new
budget stood at $201,000.

In January 1962, church membership and Sunday School enrollment held
steady at about the 1961 figures.

The John A. Miller Memorial Library was established with 1,000 titles. Funds
for the library and its furnishings were the gift of the Millers' two daughters,
Mrs. J. Scott Thornton, a member of the church, and Mrs. Hugh Satterlee, of
New York City. The library was first located just inside the main entrance of the
Evans Memorial Chapel building in rooms that had been the church office.
Later it was moved to the renovated building fronting the former manse and
reopened in October, 1970.

On January 20, 1963 the congregational meeting found membership about
the same at 2,326. The current expense aspect of the budget for the year is worth
examining, since it indicates a shift of emphasis in planning:

Department of Worship and Pastoral Service - $ 21,529
Department of Christian Education 	 - 18,937
Department of Music 	 - 	 9,561
Property and Maintenance 	 - 37,996
Church and Office Administration 	 - 18,572
Women's Association 	 - 	 1,805
Men's Council 	 - 	 1,450

Total Current Expenses 	 $109,850

Benevolence increased to $96,211 (88% of current expenses) and capital funds
totaled $10,926. The total budget was $216,390.

At the May 8, 1963 meeting, Dr. Gordon requested his pastoral relationship
with First Church be dissolved in order for him to accept a call from Yakima,
Washington. The congregation confirmed Dr. Gordon's request and a Pulpit
Nominating Committee was appointed; the Reverend Mr. Moyer was to lead the
church until a new pastor was installed.

In June, the session recommended that the congregation sign a statement by
the "Lancaster Chapter Conference of Christians and Jews" outlawing housing
discrimination based on race, religion or national origin.

In September, the regular Sunday evening service was discontinued.
The session meeting in January 1964 discussed "Civil Rights"and the need for

a social worker in the area. Session also reaffirmed action welcoming Negroes
into the congregation. The membership in the session was increased to 27
members—the three new elders to come from Coleman Chapel.
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At the congregational meeting of January 19, 1964 membership in the church
was reported as 2,310 and a 1964 budget of $217,500 was accepted. Reverend
Moyer reported that Coleman Chapel now had 118 members and should soon be
considered for an independent church.

At the session meeting in March, the following were present: Moderator,
The Reverend Charles A. Sommers; Elders James A. Beard, Albert L. Bell,
James T. Bergen, Lewis W. Eckert, R. Leslie Ellis, William B. Hershner,
Alexander M. Leidy, George S. Mann, Rodney D. Mayhew, William A. Mehler,
Richard D. Moncrief, Mrs. John F. Myers,* Daun W. Nesbit, Mrs. Robert S.
Oneil, Milton J. Scherpf, Ernest T. Shuleen, Stanley F. Shelly, Kenelm L. Shirk,
Edward W. Stanley, Robert P. Stone, Daniel B. Strickler, David F. Watt.

Excused: Elders Paul B. Flory, John D. Lyall, Samuel C. Slaymaker II, and
Mrs. Christian S. Wenger.

In June, The Reverend Donald C. Wilson was invited to preach by the Pulpit
Committee; and later, the same month, at the congregational meeting, a call was
issued to Dr. Wilson and accepted.

The Reverend Donald C. Wilson, Ph.D.

1964-1977

Doctor Wilson was born November 28, 1919 in Detroit, Michigan. He
received an A.B. degree from the University of Florida in 1942 and graduated in
1945 from McCormick seminary. He served as chaplain for the United States
Army in European occupation for two years and afterwards studied at the
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, eventually earning a Ph.D. degree in History
in 1952.

In 1953, Dr. Wilson became Associate Pastor of Westiminster Presbyterian
Church in Wilmington, Delaware and in 1956 he was made Senior Pastor there.

Dr. Wilson was installed in First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, on
September 27, 1964. Just before his installation, the Long Range Planning
Committee of Session reported on plans to connect the sanctuary with the
education building, and for a new chapel. That same month, the Metropolitan
Lancaster Churches' "Social Ministry Council" established the "Lancaster
Fellowship Worker Program."

In January 1965, the membership of the church was 2,333. The 1965 budget
was proposed at $245,730.

Dr. Wilson along with many liberal clergymen of the 1960s strongly believed
that the Church should become involved in, and speak out on, social issues that
were troubling many Americans — issues such as racial injustice, military in-
volvement in Viet Nam, generation gaps and changing "lifestyles." Those were
times of great social unrest, and the resulting furor extended far beyond the walls
of First Church, through to the General Assembly and the governing bodies of
most of the nation's churches as well as its college campuses and city streets. Dr.
Wilson served on the Employment Division of the Lancaster City-County

*Mrs. Myers was the first woman to be elected an elder in First Church.
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Human Relations Committee. The session tended to be more conservative than
Dr. Wilson and the General Assembly. It was only natural that Dr. Wilson was
destined to come into conflict with those who do not believe that the church has
any business acting as a "political pressure group," and that its main business of
ministering to the spiritual needs of the congregation was being neglected. It was
a theme of Dr. Wilson's that the congregation should turn from wanting to be
ministered to, to wanting to minister to the needs of others. Out of that
discussion came the line, "Every Member a Minister," which began to appear on
the church bulletin.

The "Fifty Million Dollar Fund" of the Presbyterian Church had begun to
take shape and in December, at a joint session of elders and trustees, First
Church agreed to participate in it.

A Joint Personnel Committee of Session and Trustees was authorized to
review the salary scales with individuals annually. Merit was to be a factor in all
salary increases.

At the congregational meeting in January 1966, the budget was approved at
$242,240 and church membership was 2,330.

The position of "Parish Visitor" was established and has continued to the
present day.

In February, at a session meeting, The Reverend Mr. Moyer submitted a
statement (not spelled out in the minutes) for the session's consideration. The
session apparently felt some delinquency on its part because the following
resolutions were passed as a result:

1. Session thanks the Holy Spirit for the three ministers.
2. Session failed to advise the ministers of the mind and needs of the

congregation.
3. Session members (elders) dedicate themselves to the real

purposes of the church.
Later, an announcement was made in the church service that The Reverend

Mr. Moyer had submitted his resignation, which was refused by session.
In this same month, at two meetings of session, there were long discussions

and dissention about the play production to be put on in the church called "For
Heaven's Sake." (This play was being put on by many churches of Lancaster).
Session decided to proceed with the play and appointed a committee to consider
details of the production. Their report covered five points:

I. Publicity is desirable since it will enable those interested to understand the ob-
jectives of the producers.

2. An attempt will be made to create the desired atmosphere for those entering the
theater.

3. A period of discussion is to be provided following the performance.
4. The committee is to develop plans for communication and sale of tickets.
5. Committee cannot resolve the church's problem, so session voted to arrange for

the sale of tickets in the church (as well as at the box office).

In March 1966, session appointed a committee to arrange for the termination
of The Reverend Mr. Moyer. It was decided to provide him with living quarters
for as long as he desired and to continue his present salary and hospitalization.

In April, the session was invited to meet with the vestry of St. James Episcopal
Church to discuss church union. The invitation was accepted, but no action was
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Rev. Donald C. Wilson, Ph.D. 1964-1977

forthcoming. The Joint Facilities Committee recommended that an architectural
study be made to build a chapel and incorporate it into the church property.
Session approved the study.

Also in the same month, session requested that the trustees acquire the pro-
perty at 40 North Lime Street to be used as a halfway house for juveniles, both
men and women, and those mentally ill. The trustees, however, were not in favor
of the purchase.

Forty-five thousand dollars was pledged by First Church to the "Fifty
Million Dollar Fund." It was hoped to raise $14,000 more.

At a special congregational meeting January 8, 1967, Reverend Maynard
Grunstra was called as Associate Minister replacing Mr. Moyer. Later, at a
session meeting, a letter was sent to Donegal Presbytery recommending that
Coleman Chapel become a separate Presbyterian church, no longer under
supervision by First Presbyterian Church of Lancaster.

Taking note of the ferment and rebelliousness in the outside world, at the
time, session approved several resolutions attempting to define the church's
position:

I. The Church should be involved in the world of today.
2. Session should decide the issues to be discussed in the Church.
3. Session should take a stand on the issues.
4. Session should define and articulate the position and course to be followed by

the Church today.
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5. Session should carry out the ministry of reconciliation between the congre-
gation and the outside world.

6. Session should formulate a plan for equal representation of clergy and laity in
the Presbytery and forward it to the Prebytery for adoption as an amendment
to the constitution.

7. Session encourages reliance on law and discourages "civil disobedience" to
obtain rights.

8. Session should ask "Presbyterian Life" (the church organ) to broaden its
spectrum of views.

9. Session beseeches the General Assembly to deal in love with all views in the
Church.

At the regular Annual Congregational Meeting of January 22, 1967, the total
number of communicants was reported as 2,303 and church school membership
as 1,010.

The proposed budget was broken down as follows:
Operating Expenses:

Trustees 	 - $127,601
Music	 - 	 3,500

	

Women's Association - 	 1,580

	

Christian Education - 	 5,355

	

Men's Council 	 - 	 150

	

Sub-Total 	 $138,186

Benevolences 	 - $ 73,429

	

Special Benevolences 	 - 12,500

	

"Fifty Million" Fund 	 - 20,000

Total Benevolences
	

105,929

	

Capital Funds
	

2,450

	

Total Budget 	 $246,565

In March, session, again responding to the drive for civil rights for minorities,
accepted the pronouncement of the General Assembly of 1966 on "Equality of
Opportunity." (This pronouncement held that opportunity to participate in all
aspects of human endeavor should be the same for all men regardless of race.)
Contractors for work on the church are to be selected on a competitive basis, but
preference is to be given to those pursuing "equal opportunity" goals. Session
recommended an interchange of fellowship among First Church officers and
those of Negro churches.

In April, Mrs. William W. Heidelbaugh gave the church a large metal Celtic
Cross, which hangs today on the front wall of the sanctuary.

At a session meeting in June, a letter was sent to "Presbyterian Life" in effect
complaining that the economic and political viewpoints of the "left" are exposed
and advocated continually in the publication, to the exclusion of other more
conservative views. Session also found itself in disagreement with the "Declara-
tion of Conscience" put forth by the 179th General Assembly (with regard to the
Viet Nam War) and with the intended program of study regarding the situation.

On the domestic front, session supported the "Lancaster County Council of
Churches" effort to organize and operate a "halfway house" for juvenile male
offenders. It also planned to study the possibility (once more) of operating First
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Presbyterian Church's own unit. Session also expressed concern about dissention
in the church resulting from the application of the "Social Gospel."

In the summer of 1967, the Reverend Mr. Sommers was granted a Sabbatical
Leave for one year to earn a Master's degree at the University of Pennsylvania.

Later in the year, Dr. Wilson wrote a letter to each member of First Church
(and signed by the session) explaining our local church's position on the radical
viewpoint taken by William Sloane Coffin (who had preached at the church in
December 1947). Dr. Wilson repudiated the draft evasion position advocated by
Coffin.

Consummating the plan for Coleman Memorial Chapel to become an inde-
pendent church, at a session meeting in early 1968, 140 persons carried on First
Presbyterian Church rolls were dismissed to "Coleman Memorial Chapel" of
Brickerville as of December 31, 1967.

In March, the Building Committee of Session reported that the building
renovation program was estimated to cost $460,000. At the same time, session
authorized the participation of First Church as a non-profit sponsor of the
Rockland Street Project—a Federally funded project to purchase and rehabilitate
low cost housing.
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In May, a Committee of Session on Sexuality presented a course of action for
teaching about sexuality, which was approved by session. Also, in June, use of
the church facilities for Lancaster Town Fair was approved. From this time
forward, the church has been an active participant in "Town Fair."

In October, seven members of First Church (presumably of more Fundamen-
talist beliefs) left and joined Westminster Presbyterian Church (Reformed) on the
Oregon Pike. Reverend Mr. Sommers returned from his year's leave of absence.

In December, both the Board of Trustees and the Session recommended to the
congregation that the church proceed with the complete renovation and build-
ing program as described in the Third Century Campaign literature and
requested permission to borrow the necessary funds.

At the congregational meeting held January 19, 1969, total communicants
were reported as 2,181 (after the transfer of 140 persons to Coleman Chapel).
Church School pupils were 818, and teachers and officers 108, making a total
membership of 926. Approved budget for the year was $225,500 including
$10,000 of Capital Funds and $4,000 for the "Fifty Million Dollar Fund". The
congregation also authorized the trustees to borrow up to $105,000 and in
addition approved a short term obligation of $145,000.

The session pledged $1,660 to the Capital Improvement Fund of the "Halfway
House." The session was again in disagreement with the church bureaucrats, and
a letter was written to the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church to the effect
that the views of the Presbyterian Office of Information do not represent those
of 3.3 million Presbyterian members, as had been falsely stated or inferred.

In June, a letter was written to Westminster Presbyterian Church stating that
the members of First Church have Christian concern and friendship for the
members of Westminster Church (in spite of the two different interpretations of
the Holy Bible).

In July, the Reverend Mr. Sommers resigned to accept a call from a church in
Birmingham, Michigan.

Later, in October, Mr. Myers resigned as Business Manager.
At the last session meeting of the year, the Session Committee structure was

reorganized into the following committees:
I. Christian Education
2. Drama, Arts and Library
3. Worship
4. Spiritual Life
5. Mission Interpretation and Service
6. Program Review and Planning
7. Stewardship
8. Higher Judicatories
9. Joint Finance

10. Joint Personnel
11. Joint Facilities Planning
12. Nominating

It was announced that Dr. Wilson was elected President of "Lancaster County
Council of Churches."

In January 1970, Gray Playter was appointed Business Manager.
At the congregational meeting the same month, the Building Program was

discussed. The work then under construction plus furnishings totaled $451,000.
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Prepaid professional fees were $8,500 and fund raising costs $13,500, making a
total of $473,000. The currently proposed recommendation was expected to cost
an additional $153,600, making the cost of the complete project $626,600 (final
figure $691,462).

The budget for 1970 showed:
Financial Obligation - $ 	 11,850
Operating Costs - 	 149,685
Benevolences - 	 67,314

Total Budget $228,849

The following year (1971), the budget totaled $240,835. It was decided to sell
the Esbenshade building. To perpetuate the memorial represented by Mr.
Esbenshade's gift of the building to the church in 1961, the Social Hall was
renamed, "Esbenshade Hall," and a plaque installed "to the memory of Frances
E. Esbenshade."

At a session meeting in May, there was a long and heated discussion of Dr.
Wilson's proposal to recommend to the President of the United States, our
country's withdrawal from Viet Nam. His proposal carried by a vote of 11 to 10.

In June, the session was again in disagreement with General Assembly and
passed a motion protesting its action in allocating $10,000 to the "Council on
Church and Race" for the defense of Angela Davis. A letter was subsequently
written to the General Assembly and to the congregation of the church pointing
out the local church's opposition to the General Assembly's action. Miss Davis,
a self-avowed Communist and black activist, was then under indictment in
California for complicity in murder. The allocation of $10,000 for her legal
defense fund by the General Assembly's Council on Church and Race came
from a much larger fund ($100,000) that had been allocated to help ensure that
blacks and other minorities received fair treatment under the law. While this
made perfect sense to those who administered the COCAR fund, it enraged
countless more conservative members, and evoked hundreds of letters of pro-
tests from individuals, sessions, and other judicatories upward to the General
Assembly.

About the same time, it was agreed to support the Amish (as a "friend of the
court") in the matter of compulsory education for children of an Amish com-
munity in Wisconsin. (Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205. 92 S.Ct. 1526, 32
L. Ed . 2nd 15)

In September, the elders approved permitting baptized children to take
communion.

The next month, the church departed from previous practice (to have the
Director of Religious Education be an ordained minister) and session approved
hiring a noncommissioned church worker for the position.

A "Happiness Committee" was formed to communicate to the congregation
and to the public, explaining the working and positive aspects of the Presbyter-
ian Church.

In January 1972, at the congregational meeting, it was agreed to sell the
Esbenshade building. Twenty-five thousand dollars of the proceeds were to be
used for capital costs of the following programs:

I. A "coffee house" for youth of high school age
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2. An older persons' day center.
3. "Head Start" facilities.
4. Recreational facilities in the Social Hall.
5. A retreat center.
6. A donation to the "Lancaster County Council of Churches."

The budget for the year 1972 was approved:

Operating Expenses - $178,007
Debt Service - 	 37,500
Benevolences - 	 70,620

Total $286,127

The following congregational meeting (January 1973) reported church
members as 1,952 and church school enrollment at only 445. Total funds
available were $254,186, but operating expenses were up to $215,507 and hold-
ing benevolences at $70,620 (the same as the previous year); the total funds
necessary were again $286,127 without provision for debt reduction. (Debt
stood at $137,000.)

Changes were made in the By-Laws of the congregation, as follows:
Two regular meetings of the congregation each year (instead of one); the first in
October to elect Elders and Deacons and for receiving the program and budget for the
following year, and the second in January to receive reports and to adopt the budget.

In February, the Reverend Mr. Grunstra resigned.

An analysis of church and church school attendance for the years 1970
through 1973 was made, based on Easter and the six Sundays preceding Easter.
Average attendance at each service was as follows:

Church Attendance

Year First Service Second Service Total

1970 244 405 649
1971 198 427 625
1972 191 364 555
1973 168 401 569

Church School

Year 	 Regular Classes 	 Enrichment 	 Total

1972 212 16 228
1973 197 29 226

At the session meeting in September, elders were the following: William W.
Adams, James Bergen, Zane Brown, Charles Campbell, Donald Davis, William
Early, Eleanor Green, John Jarvis, Ann Krissinger, Blaine Link, Joseph Myers,
Carl Pyle, Charles Seidel, George Sheraw, Ruth Shively, Wilber Shoemaker,
Alan Tobie, Robert Van Ancht, David Wagenseller, Helen Wenger, David
Zentmyer, James Clarke, Leslie Ellis, John Paul and Gardner Fassett.

Reverend James Bell resigned as Minister of Christian Education in
November in order to accept a call from Hiland United Presbyterian Church of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

At a session meeting in January 1974, the Christian Education Committee
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reported:
1. Christian Education program had no full-time ministerial advisor.
2. The Senior Pastor was consulted as necessary.
3. Mrs. Betty Duncan was hired and given the title of "Director of Christian

Education."
4. A youth worker is to be employed.

At another session meeting that month, a call was extended to the Reverend
Charles A. Schroeder as Associate Minister. The call was confirmed by the
congregation at its meeting on January 27 and the budget for 1974 was set at
$312,145.

The congregation approved the sale of the Wheatland Avenue house and
lending the money received to Mr. Schroeder to purchase a home.

The session in March approved the employment of Barry P. Murr as Youth
Worker.

At the congregational meeting held January 20, 1975 church membership was
1,793 and church school enrollment 356 (plus 34 officers and teachers). The
budget for 1975 was approved at $321,184 (current expenses $224,892 and
benevolences $96,292).

In February, Perry and Cathy Love (and family) left for Japan to teach for ten
months in the Christian Junior College of Osaka.

A Vietnamese refugee family was sponsored by First Church.
In July, session approved a communication to Congress expressing the

church's interest in combating hunger in the world.
In November, a second Vietnamese family was sponsored by the church.
The Weekday Kindergarten (started in 1934) was put under the care of the

session and so became an official activity of the church.
In January 1976, the position of Business Manager was abolished and the

work formerly done by the manager was taken over. in part, by volunteers and in
part, by the Office Manager.

The congregational meeting, the same month, approved a budget of $296,660
and reported a church membership of 1,698. Church school was 466 plus 64
officers and teachers.

In May, session agreed to use the Worship Book (developed 1970-1972) as
supplementary to the Hymnal.

In November 1976, Dr. Wilson requested retirement for reasons of health. His
request was accepted at a congregational meeting held November 14. Dr. Wilson
made no secret of the nature of his terminal illness, and announced from the
pulpit the character of his cancer. During the three years left in his life he became
quite active in developing and supporting the Hospice of Lancaster County,
certainly one of his major contributions to the community. During that period
Dr. Wilson was featured in a television special program produced by WITF-TV,
the Public Television Station in southcentral Pennsylvania, on the subject of
Death and Dying. One of his last major writings was a book on dying, titled
Terminal Candor. A man of rugged integrity, Dr. Wilson celebrated life with
reverence to the end which occured February 3, 1980. He was one of the most
beloved and revered of First Church ministers.

For a year after Dr. Wilson's retirement, First Presbyterian Church was led by
the Reverend Mr. Schroeder, assisted in his preaching responsibility by the
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Reverend Ian Dixon, who was called in April 1977 and finished his ministry in
December of the same year. Mr. Dixon was a native of New Zealand and had
been teaching in the Lancaster Seminary when called to assist at First Church.

At the congregational meeting January 16, 1977, the 1977 budget was ap-
proved. The amount of $321,022 was broken down as follows:

Ministry 	 - $52,234
Worship 	 - 	 1,100
Music - 22,420
Christian Education - 33,920
Buildings and Grounds - 52,874
Other 	 - 58,365

Total Current Expenses 	 - $220,913
Capital Categories 	 - 20,500
Regular Benevolences 	 - 48,809
Special Benevolences 	 - 30,800

Total Church Accounts $321,022

Active members December 31, 1976 - 1,593.
The position of Director of Christian Education was offered to Mr. Murr.
Reverend John Doane was invited to preach December 4, 1977 as a candidate

for Senior Pastor. At the congregational meeting following the service, Rever-
end Mr. Doane was called to this position.

The Reverend John Winthrop Doane

1978 -

The Reverend John W. Doane was called to be Senior Pastor of First Pres-
byterian Church at a congregational meeting on December 4, 1977.

Mr. Doane was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on November 14, 1928.
He was educated at Central High School there and graduated from Haverford
College with an A.B. degree in Philosophy. He prepared for the ministry at
Princeton Seminary. He was ordained in 1954. In 1951, he married Marian
Edwards and they are parents of four children. He served churches in Leechburg
and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and more recently as Minister of First Presbyter-
ian Church, Morgantown, West Virginia before coming to Lancaster.

At the first congregational meeting of the Reverend Doane's ministry in
January 1978, First Church's total income (including Special Benevolences) was
reported as $305,508 in 1977. Current expenses and benevolences totaled
$299,008 and the surplus of $6,500 was carried forward to 1978. The adopted
budget for this present year was $320,570. Active church members were 1,506.

In March, the Task Force of the General Assembly presented a report on
homosexuality. The session had lengthy discussions and several motions regard-
ing the report.

One motion was approved as follows:
I. Session does not approve the ordination of homosexuals.
2. Eligibility for ordination is to be decided by the Presbyteries and Congregations

examining such persons.
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At the same session meeting, the concept of a Pictorial Directory was
approved.

Messrs. Doane, Schroeder and Snyder attended the presbytery meeting of
March 21, 1978. Their report is of interest:

1. Total communicants of the 64 Presbyterian churches in the Donegal Presbytery
were 27,681,

2. Everett Grout (of First Church) was elected to a position in the Synod of Trinity.
3. No action was taken on the question of ordination of homosexuals, but a meeting

was scheduled for April 16 to study the matter further.
4. Messrs. Grout and Wilson were to be delegates to the next Presbytery meeting.

In May, the request of Barry Murr to be taken under care of presbytery as a
candidate for the ministry was approved by session.

Later in the year, a pension plan in the form of IRA accounts was established
for the five full-time nonprofessional employees of the church.

In September 1978, Reginald Lunt completed 30 years of service in First
Church and was duly congratulated on his achievement. Mr. Schroeder was
given a check for $1,000 to express session's appreciation for the work he had
done during the absence of a Senior Pastor.

The budget for the year 1979 was approved at $327,068 and church member-
ship as of December 31, 1978 was 1,472.

At a session meeting in March 1979, Mr. Doane reported on the success of 38
"cluster meetings" which had been held. These meetings brought together
church members living in various parts of the city and environs to discuss church
problems and to get better acquainted.

For some time, the idea of establishing a "Memorial Garden" in church
property had been proposed and discussed. This garden was to be the repository
of ashes resulting from the cremation of former First Church members and
others at the Pastor's discretion. The project was not proposed as a cemetery,
but rather as a garden in which ashes placed in biodegradable containers were to
be placed in it among the plants and flowers. In July, the session approved the
concept of such a garden.

October 14, 1979, Mr. Doane completed 25 years in the Christian ministry.
In February 1980, Mr. Schroeder resigned and at the congregational meeting

in March, his relationship with First Church was formally terminated.
In order to avoid any future disagreements and misunderstandings which had

occurred from time to time, job descriptions were written by the Joint Personnel
Committee and approved by session for:

I. Senior Pastor/ Head of Staff
2. Assistant Pastor
3. Director of Music
4. Director of Christian Education
5. Office Manager
6. Pastors' Secretary
7. Church Bookkeeper
8. Sexton
9. Office Clerk

10. Parish Visitor

This work was accomplished in June.
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In November, a formal contract was signed for the construction of the
Memorial Garden, immediately behind the former manse, in the amount of
$25,525. It is interesting and surprising that the garden was actually completed
within this amount.

In December, the daily kindergarten was officially sponsored and operated by
First Presbyterian Church. The session added a "Social Concerns" committee to
report on social and political matters of concern to the church.

Session Committees were then as follows:
I. Christian Education, Library
2. Drama, Arts, Flowers
3. Higher Judicatories
4. Joint Facilities
5. Joint Finance
6. Joint Personnel
7. Nominating
8. Planning
9. Social Concerns

10. Stewardship
I I. Joy and Sharing
12. Memorial Garden
13. Ministry of Members
14. Mission
15. Music
16. New Members
17. Worship
18. Liaison Persons

The 1981 Budget was proposed and accepted at $349,139 resulting in a deficit
of $4,530. The statistical report for presbytery showed 1,446 church members
and 375 church school enrollment with 72 officers and teachers.

In April 1981, the Reverend Jeffrey Hosmer was offered the position of
Assistant Pastor, and he accepted, beginning service in July. In February 1983,
the Reverend Mr. Hosmer was called to be Associate Minister.

Later in the year 1981, Barry Murr resigned as Director of Christian Education.
In December 1982, the Reverend Melinda Chambers was invited to become

Assistant Pastor and in February 1983, she was installed, as the first female
minister at First Church.

In March 1985, Reverend Mr. Hosmer announced his intention to resign his
position of Associate Minister in order to pursue graduate study at Pittsburgh
Seminary, effective August 1, 1985.

In May, the Reverend Ms. Chambers was called as Associate Minister (in
charge of Religious Education).

The authors have purposely concluded the detailed history of First Church as
of year end 1980, although mention is made of both Mr. Hosmer and Ms.
Chambers at later dates. This was done to avoid discussing any problems or
misunderstandings involving any current church members. However, before
concluding this paper, mention should be made very briefly about certain efforts
and programs which have been made and are still continuing at First Presbyter-
ian Church.
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For one, the endowment fund has increased from $50,000 to $500,000 during
the years 1980 - 1985. And two specific programs should be mentioned briefly—
"Town Fair" and "Joy and Sharing of Christmas."

"Town Fair" was initiated in 1968 by the Y.W.C.A. which was seeking a
fund-raising means in order to serve the community more fully. A fair type event
was proposed, operated by the Y.W.C.A., First Presbyterian Church, Temple Beth
El and St. James Episcopal Church, with all profits realized to be returned to the
community. Each year since then, "Town Fair" has grown in number of guests
and in the scope of presentation. The original four groups have been joined by
the Library, the Community Gallery and First Reformed Church. Total profits
of First Church since 1971 have been in excess of $58,000.

"Joy and Sharing of Christmas" began in 1973 and has continued each year
since, although it was omitted in certain years. It consists of a series of Christmas
decorated rooms in the church, manned by church members, some depicting
nativity scenes and themes and others by Christmas joys, like cake baking,
Christmas trees, trains, decorations and toys. It is held over a week's period and
caters to many groups of children and handicapped from schools and hospitals—
also, to people from nursing homes.

The Abendmusiken program should be noted. It presents evening concerts by
well known and distinguished artists on a monthly schedule,

In closing this church history, the authors cannot refrain from suggesting that
First Presbyterian Church, throughout its long history, truly has been that of a
body of men and women with good intentions, but with problems, always
striving to be in touch and to do the will of God.
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ADDENDUM NO. 1
THE PRESBYTERIAN PROPERTIES
ON ORANGE STREET

By Eleanore J. Fulton and Lottie M. Bausman

This folder contains an abbreviated copy of the abstract of the TITLES
of the properties of the FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, very willingly
and graciously loaned to us by J. Chester Jackson, after we have been
laboring in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, in the Lancaster County
Court House, in our attempt to trace the titles of the three properties oc-
cupied by the Presbyterian Church, Evans Memorial Chapel, and the
Manse.

We have attempted to analyze this brief of titles, and show the approx-
imate time at which the Presbyterians built their first Meeting House, and
that it was on Lot No. 19, the lot granted them by James Hamilton, and
that it was NOT on the corner lot where the Church now stands.

J.I. Mombert, D.D., was most likely correct when, in his Authentic
History of Lancaster County, Penna., (p. 458), published in 1869, he stated
that "The Presbyterian Church of Lancaster was founded in 1763."

By a happy coincidence, it was a direct descendant of ROBERT
FULTON, father of the Inventor, through his youngest child, Mary, who
married David Morris — Don G. Burnside, a Research Engineer in the
R.C.A. Laboratories in Princeton, New Jersey — who came upon the
generally unknown fact that ROBERT FULTON, the elder, owned a pro-
perty on Orange Street. He had found this item in Index Volume III in the
Office of the Recorder of Deeds, the deeds of purchase and sale having been
recorded in 1933. Looking into Record Book F, vol. 31, p. 525, we found
that this property was Lot No. 25 of the Hamilton Grant, and now the site
of the First Presbyterian Church, at the corner of East Orange and North
Cherry Streets. The deed was dated August 25, 1760, recorded January 26,
1933, and the consideration was £160. Jacob Geyer and Catharine, his wife,
conveyed the lot to ROBERT FULTON, and is described as follows: All
that certain lot of ground situate in the Boro of Lancaster, containing in
front on Orange Street, 64' 4½ ", and in depth 245' to a 14' alley (now Grant
Street), bounded on north by Orange Street, on east by ENGLISH
PRESBYTERIAN BURIAL GROUND; south by said alley, west by
another alley (now Cherry Street). Thus we see that the lot east of the
Robert Fulton lot August 25, 1760, was a burial ground and not yet oc-
cupied by a church building.

In order to learn just when this second lot from Cherry Street became the
ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN BURIAL GROUND, we traced the title prior
to its purchase by Robert Fulton, and found that Jacob Geyer or Gyer
bought Lot No. 25 from Jacob Leazer (or Loeser) and Maria Margaret his
wife, April 14, 1760, about four months before he sold it to Robert Fulton,
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on which he made a profit of the difference between £160 and £130. The
description of the lot then is the same as when Jacob Leazer purchased it
from Jacob Jacobs and Ann his wife, in deed dated July 8, 1752 (Deed
Book F, 31, 524) when the consideration was £60, except that it was bound-
ed on the east by a vacant lot. It would appear therefore that this vacant lot
became the English Presbyterian Burial Ground between April 14, 1760 and
August 25, 1760. Now, this second lot from Cherry Street is numbered 19 in
the Hamilton Grant. According to the Hamilton papers on Ground Rents,
found in the Vault of the Prothonotary's Office and in the Lancaster Coun-
ty Historical Society, there is the following paragraph on Lot No. 19:

One Yearly Rent Charge of 20s, sterling money of Great Britain, the value of
$4.44, issuing out of a lot situate in Orange Street, in the said Borough of Lan-
caster; containing in front on said street, 64' 4'h ", and in depth to a 14' alley 252
feet. Bounded on the east by lot No. 13, on the south by said alley, on the west by
lot No. 25, and on the north by Orange Street aforesaid, marked in the general
plan 19, granted on the [sic] day of [sic] A.D. 1762, by James Hamilton to the
Presbyterian Congregation.

Possibly the Presbyterians of Lancaster Borough used the vacant lot No.
19 for a BURIAL GROUND before Hamilton granted them this lot for that
particular use, or perhaps Hamilton promised them the ground for that pur-
pose, but did not exact ground rent for it until 1762. And he was very
dilatory in deeding them the lot as the deed is dated July 7, 1770, recorded
August 4, 1770 (Deed Book N, p. 202). This Deed of James Hamilton of
Lot No. 19 was to Edward Shippen, Robert Boyd, Wm. White, Henry
Helm, and William Montgomery, and is described as follows:

All that certain lot of ground situate in Borough of Lancaster, No. 19, contain-
ing in front on Orange Street, 64' 4 ½ ", and in depth to a 14' alley, 245'; bounded
on north by Orange Street, east by lot in possession of Stephen Wells, No. 13,
south by 14' alley, west by Lot No. 25 in possession of James Davison. To and
for the use of the Members of the Presbyterian Church in the Borough of Lan-
caster, in communion with the Church of Scotland, and to and for the purpose
of a site for the Church or house of Religious Worship, School or Almshouse
and for a Burying Ground pursuant to the Act of Assembly enacted in the 3rd
year of the reign of George II, entitled, 'An Act for enabling Religious Societys
[sic] of Protestants within the Province to purchase lands for Burying Grounds,
Churches, Houses of Worship, Schools, etc.'

We know, therefore, from this Deed, that James Hamilton granted Lot
No. 19 to the Members of the Presbyterian Church in the Borough of Lan-
caster, on July 7, 1770, and we must, therefore, conclude that a church
organization had been effected prior to that date.

Let us now look into the records on the 3rd lot from Cherry Street, Lot
No. 13, the lot now occupied by the Presbyterian Manse. We see, first, that
James Hamilton deeded it to William Guin, December 23, 1749, recorded
August 6, 1784, Deed Book 1, p. 145, described as follows:

All that certain lot of ground situated in Borough of Lancaster, containing in
front on Orange Street, 64' 4½ " x 245' to a 14' alley, bounded on the west by a

vacant lot, on the south by said alley, east by lot of Margaret Nelson, and north
by Orange Street.
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Nothing is now on record to show how title to this property passed from
William Guin to Stephen Wells, but when Stephen Wells and Sarah, his
wife, deeded this Lot No. 13 to a William White, under date of January 23,
1767 (Recorded February 23, 1767, in Book M, p. 119), it was bounded on
the east by lot now of Edward Shippen, south by alley, west by lot belong-
ing to PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION, and north by Orange Street.
This expression, "bounded on west by lot belonging to PRESBYTERIAN
CONGREGATION," would definitely indicate Lot No. 19 was still a LOT,
but that certainly there was NO CHURCH OR MEETING HOUSE
ERECTED UPON IT, by 1767.

Following through the transfer of properties from Robert Fulton, we find
that Robert Fulton and Mary, his wife, deeded Lot No. 25, to William
Bowsman, or Bausman, October 2, 1766 (recorded January 26, 1933, in
Book F, Vol. 31, p. 527), then bounded on the east by the ENGLISH
PRESBYTERIAN BURIAL GROUND; then William Bausman transferred
the same to James Davison, who with his wife, Martha, deeded back to
William Bausman, October 2, 1766 (recorded January 26, 1933, in Book F,
Vol. 31, p. 527), then bounded on the east by the ENGLISH
PRESBYTERIAN BURIAL GROUND; then William Bausman transferred
the same to James Davison, who with his wife, Martha, deeded back to
William Bausman who needed "to secure payment of £90," "All that cer-
tain frame messuage and one-fourth part of a Lot of Ground, situate in
Borough of Lancaster, adjoining Orange Street, PRESBYTERIAN
ENGLISH CHURCH and ground thereto belonging, and by said William
Bowsman remainder part of said Lot. Containing in front on Orange Street,
32' 2¼ ", and in depth to fence on line of said Bowsman's Lot, 122½ '.
Bounded north by Orange Street; east by said ENGLISH
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH and ground thereto belonging, south and
west by remaining part of lot belonging to William Bowsman." Here we see
that on May 23, 1770, there is a PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH on the lot
east of the lot at corner of Orange and Cherry Streets. And it must be made
clear that the church building was on the second lot from Cherry Street, Lot
No. 19, and NOT on the lot at the corner of Cherry Street where the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NOW STANDS.

And this frame messuage or tenement and one-fourth part of a lot of
ground with the appurtenances situate and being in the Borough of Lan-
caster adjoining Orange Street, the ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH and ground thereto belonging, and to ground then of William
Bausman, was deeded by Joesph Thornbrough, Executor of the Will of
Ann Davison, widow, to Samuel Humes, William Dickson, William
Kirkpatrick, Jeremiah Mosher, Henry Pinkerton, Henry Slaymaker,
William Montgomery, Samuel Clendennin, and John Whiteside,
TRUSTEES OF THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, under date
of May 31, 1810 (recorded August 9, 1810, in Book 3, p. 26), for the con-
sideration of £157. It would be interesting to know what use these Trustees
of the English Presbyterian Church made of this newly acquired property,
for the two-story brick church, pictured opposite p. 139 of Papers Read
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Before the L.C.H.S., Vol. XLV, erected in 1765, and taken down about
1850, was definitely erected upon Lot No. 19, the lot second from Cherry
Street, the lot granted by James Hamilton on November 19, 1819, as
recorded November 25, 1825, in Book E, vol. 5, p. 327, William Bausman,
Esq., and Elizabeth, his wife, and John Bausman and Elizabeth, his wife,
sold to Daniel Reigart that part of Lot No. 25, at the corner of East Orange
and North Cherry Streets, i.e., the southern part of it situate and lying and
being on the north side of a 14' alley (Grant Street), containing in breadth
east and west 64' 4½ ", and in depth north and south 122' and 6" bounded
on the north partly by ground of Gabriel Hiester and Elizabeth, his wife,
and partly by ground of the English Presbyterian Church, on the east by
other ground of the English Presbyterian Church, on the south by said 14'
wide alley (Grant Street), and on the west by another 14' wide alley (Cherry
Street) - together with the stone barn and all other buildings. Whereupon
Daniel Reigart and Clarissa Sidney Trimble, his wife, by deed dated March
18, 1820 (recorded November 25, 1825, in Book E, Vol. 5, p. 330), for the
consideration of $1,000., sold this same portion of Lot No. 25 to William
Kirkpatrick, Samuel Humes, William Dickson, Henry Slaymaker, John
Whiteside, Jeremiah Mosher, James Humes, and George B. Porter,
TRUSTEES OF THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

And it was not until December 19, 1849 (recorded January 26, 1933, in
Book F, Vol. 31, p. 531, for the consideration of $850.00), that the
Bausman heirs sold to the TRUSTEES OF THE ENGLSIH
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, all that certain lot of ground situate and ly-
ing on the south side of Orange Street, bounded on the south and east by the
said ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, on the west by a 14' wide
alley (Grant Street), and on the north by Orange Street, aforesaid.

The TRUSTEES OF THE ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH now
owned the whole of Lot No. 25, i.e., the lot at the corner of Orange and
Cherry Streets, and it was on this corner lot that the congregation built a
new church, completed and dedicated by May 11, 1851. The first building
which was on the adjoining lot, No. 19, was probably used until this date,
when it was then torn down.

The Property of the First Presbyterian Church is composed of all of
Hamilton Lot No. 13, part of Hamilton Lot No. 19, and part of Hamilton
Lot No. 25.

All of the Ground Rent on these Lots has been paid off and extinguished,
and Deeds of Extinguishment are on record for all GROUND RENT, ex-
cept for a Rent of 4s. on the North West part of Lot No. 25, being that part
of said Lot at the South East corner of East Orange Street and North
Cherry Street.

T. Roberts Appel's records show that this portion of the Ground Rent
was paid off and extinguished about May 1, 1875, but the Deed of Ex-
tinguishment for this portion of the Ground Rent is not recorded.
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ADDENDUM NO. 2
HISTOR Y OF THE COLEMAN MEMORIAL CHAPEL
BRICKER VILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

in the year 1750, John Jacob Huber started a blast furnace at Bricker-
ville. Later, William Henry Stiegel married Huber's daughter and by this
means, acquired the business. It was Stiegel who laid out the town of
Manheim and began a glassworks there, where he turned out beautiful
glassware.

In 1776, shortly after the start of the Revolutionary War, Robert Cole-
man took over the iron business from Stiegel. In August 1777, several hun-
dred Hessian prisoners were brought to Elizabeth Furnace (as the property
was then called) and put to work by Coleman digging a mile-long trench to
provide water power to the furnace, which was making shot for the Col-
onial troops.

In 1835, a small chapel was built and a Sunday School established to
minister to the 1,800-acre Elizabeth Farms. So long as the iron business
flourished, the religious services held in the chapel were well attended. But
in 1857, all three of the forges* shut down; and in 1874, James Coleman, a
boy 14 years old, was killed in a horseback accident. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. D. Coleman, built a new chapel and attendant buildings as a
memorial. A church, parsonage and a sexton's house were erected at a cost
of $25,000. During the next 62 years, the Memorial Chapel was under the
supervision of Christ Presbyterian Church of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. In
the later years, Miss Fanny Brown Coleman supported the chapel, and, on
her death in 1904, bequeathed it a trust fund of $16,000.

In 1936, Presbytery put the chapel under the care of First Presbyterian
Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In 1932, Reverend Frank S. Bromer, a
blind retired Reformed Church minister took over the chapel and for 22
years was in charge.

The session of First Presbyterian Church maintained a check on Coleman
Chapel, by having elders attend services from time to time and the minister
and elders supply communion at stated intervals.

In January 1953, a report showed the following status of the chapel:
Funds on Hand 	 $233.00
Average Attendance 44
Average Offering 	 $ 	 11.24

In September 1954, the chapel had 55 enrolled members and the Sunday
School, directed by H. K. Beard, had 90 enrolled with an average atten-
dance of 55.

At a congregational meeting of First Church in January 1964, Coleman
Chapel was reported as having 118 members, and it was suggested that,
soon, it should become an independent church.

*Speedwell Forge, Upper Hopewell Forge, and Lower Hopewell Forge.
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In January 1967, a letter was sent to the presbytery suggesting that Cole-
man Chapel now become a separate Presbyterian Church, not any longer
under care of First Church.

Finally, in early 1968, 140 persons carried on First Presbyterian Church
rolls were dismissed to "Coleman Memorial Chapel of Brickerville" as of
December 31, 1967, and this latter church began its independent existence.

ADDENDUM NO. 3
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

The following excerpts are taken from a pamphlet entitled "Our Stained
Glass Windows." The pamphlet is essentially based on the description of
the windows, prepared by Reverend Henry B. Strock, D.D., pastor of First
Presbyterian Church from 1935 to 1952.

The church has 12 stained glass windows, nine of which were installed by
Louis C. Tiffany of New York City. The remaining three were specifically
designed to the wishes of the donors and installed by the Philadelphia firm
of Nicola Goodwin D'Assengo. No duplicates of these windows are found
in any other church.

The first of the 12 windows was installed in 1909 and the remainder
throughout the remaining first half of the 20th century. They are all
memorials to First Church people.

Referring now to Dr. Strock's description and comments, and reviewing
the windows roughly in the order of installation, the following paragraphs
give essential facts about each window:

In 1909, the first Tiffany window was installed in memory of Dr. James
Y. Mitchell, Pastor of First Presbyterian Church from 1876 to 1907. The
funds needed for the window were contributed mainly by the women of the
church.

This window presents the great Artist Hoffman's conception of Christ as por-
trayed in one of his pictures in the Dresden Gallery, entitled 'Come Unto Me.'

The figure of Christ is surrounded by a very carefully prepared architectural
treatment. The coloring, while light, and delicate, has all the richness of Tiffany
Favrile Glass, and the most perfected processes of Mr. Louis C. Tiffany in the
production of American Glass have been used in this window.

Another early installation is a window given by Elizabeth B. Gara in
memory of Hugh Stanley Gara (1817 - 1896) and Sara Buck Gara (1820
-1890). All of the Garas were lifelong church members. The window depicts
the angel Gabriel standing between two stone pillars. The angel is used in
both old and new testaments as the medium by which God manifests
himself to his people, and the picture accordingly suggests God's concern
for them.
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On December 3, 1916, a window was unveiled to the memory of
Honorable William Uhler Hensel, the gift of his daughter, Mrs. J. A.
Newman. This window is based on a painting of the Florentine Fra
Angelico. The window shows Jesus (after his resurrection) walking in a
garden of beautiful flowers with Mary Magdalene kneeling beside him. The
inscription is:

In Memory of
Annie Elizabeth Kieffer Flinn (1826 - 1900)
Emily Flinn Hensel (1849 - 1882)
William Uhler Hensel (1851 - 1915)

In November 1919, Mr. Charles G. Baker and his wife, Miriam R. Baker,
presented a window, portraying Jesus blessing the little children, in memory
of their three children, all of whom died in early childhood.

Miriam Rengier Baker (1906 - 1917)
Susanne Rengier Baker (1909 - 1911)
Daniel Gross Baker (1914 - 1914)

In 1920, Miss Sue F. Williamson gave a window in memory of Henry E.
Williamson (1853 - 1917) and his daughter, Lillian Williamson Chriskey
(1891 - 1912). Miss Sue Williamson was one of five church members, who in
1931, underwrote an amount of about $24,000 to complete renovation of
the Social Hall and the installation of a new heating plant. The window
shows Jesus, the Good Shepherd, standing by a running brook, holding a
shepherd's crook.

The following year (1921), the Shand children - William, James and Mrs.
Harry Hostetter - gave a window in memory of their parents, James Shand
(1849 - 1920) and Annie W. Shand (1855 - 1916). The window depicts a
sower scattering his seed and implies the great commission which Jesus gave
to his disciples "Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel." The Shand
family were real pillars of the church throughout their lifetimes.

"Peter's Deliverance" is the title of a window installed in 1923. It was
placed "in loving memory" of Lizzie Learmonth Watt (1861 - 1883) and
Peter Watt (1850 - 1921) and was given by their daughter, Mrs. Annie Watt
Davis. Mr. Watt, together with Mr. James Shand, organized the Watt and
Shand Store, and both were strong and loyal members of First Presbyterian
Church.

A window, dedicated to the memory of James Harold Wickersham (1856
- 1924), was installed the next year by his wife and children (including Col.
John Wickersham and Mrs. Dorothy Heitshu). The subject is Jesus, with a
shepherd's crook, and emphasizes the fact that He goes before us to prepare
our place.

The next window is a Nativity Scene and was given in 1929 by Miss Mary
Slaymaker Kepler to honor the memory of her forebears:

Mary Matilda Slaymaker Kepler (1841 - 1928)
Aaron Conrad Kepler (1841 - 1921)
William Perry Kepler (1868 - 1878)
Aaron Kepler (1872 - 1878)

George Kepler (1874-1895)
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On July 11, 1937, a window was dedicated as a bequest of Miss Suzan
Frazer. It portrays a pilgrim on life's rocky highway, looking for aid to
Jesus, who endured the cross. It is the only one of the 12 windows to suggest
a cross. It was given in memory of Reah Frazer (1803 - 1856) and his wife,
Abiann Steele Frazer (1821 - 1887). Also honored are:

William Clark Frazer (1845)
John Steele Frazer (1849)
Henry Carpenter Frazer (1903)
James P. Wilson Frazer ( 1905)
Reah Frazer (1919)
Susan Carpenter Frazer (1930)

In 1941, in accordance with the provisions of the will of Harry M. Musser
(1876 - 1928), a church member, a window was installed showing Jesus at
the well of Samaria (as his memorial).

The final window depicts Jesus blessing the world. It was given by
William Slaymaker Kinser "in loving memory" of his mother, uncles and
aunts. These were: Edith Iola Slaymaker Kinser, Peter Eckert Slaymaker,
Laura Georgia Slaymaker, Caroline Augusta Slaymaker and Margaret
Slaymaker. All were active members of the church.

During the remodeling of the church buildings in 1969, this window was
moved to a location at the south end of the first floor of the Christian
Education Building.

ADDENDUM NO. 4

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN SUNDA Y SCHOOL
(Excerpted from LIFE Magazine, Issue of June 2, 1941)

In 1941, LIFE Magazine, at the suggestion of Dr. William T. Ellis, a
noted expositor of the weekly Sunday School lessons, determined to tell the
story of the American Sunday School. Among the half dozen typical Sun-
day schools proposed by Dr. Ellis, LIFE chose First Presbyterian Church
School. An associate editor and a famous photographer spent several
weekends in and about the church gathering material. Five hundred
photographs were taken, including those of all departments of the Church
School, the leaders and the choirs; from them, LIFE selected the pictures in
the feature article of the June 2, 1941, issue. Hundreds of letters of ap-
preciation came to the church and magazine office, expressing appreciation
and asking for information.

LIFE described First Presbyterian Church School as "a fine school of
good repute, well attended and well loved by its members." The Bible was
still the basic guide but interpretation had broadened. Dr. Strock was
quoted as saying: —"We are telling the same story, but we are telling it with
the help of every modern tool we can find."
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A judge generalized as follows: —"A boy who goes to Sunday School
will never go to jail."

The organization of the school and its officers, superintendents and
teachers was given:

General Superintendent
Col. Daniel B. Strickler

Superintendent of Primary Department
Mrs. George S. Mann

Nursery Division Teacher
Mrs. Annie Davis, who had taught for 30 years. Forty-
eight children enrolled.

Primary Department Teacher
Mrs. Elsie Dunn

The children were building a sand pile depicting David and
Goliath. They gave pennies for a mission in India.

Superintendent of Intermediate Department
Reverend John B. Rowland (Assistant Minister)

Teacher
Mrs. Mary S. Kepler

In this department, each pupil was required to bring a Bible
from home each Sunday (10% forgot them).

Junior Department Superintendent
Miss Mary S. Kepler (for 40 years)

Director of Music and Choir
Mr. Helge E. Pearson

Senior Girls Department Teacher
Mrs. B. C. Brookmyer

Men's Bible Class Teacher
Mr. Harry M. Neff

Younger Married Women's Class Teacher
Mrs. Harry B. Hostetter

The oldest class of Elderly Women had five in attendance. The Senior
boys were the hardest to keep interested.

The article mentioned that leadng citizens of the land were Sunday School
teachers; among them, John Wanamaker, H. J. Heinz and William Jenn-
ings Bryan. At First Church, teachers were lawyers, clerks, bankers,
farmers, secretaries and policemen — all were volunteers.

The Young Peoples Division had more than 100 boys and girls, aged 15 to
23.

The Sunday School building (or Christian Education Building) had 53
rooms including an assembly room, executive offices, classrooms, cloak
rooms, lavatories, a kitchenette and a social hall seating 500 people. The
building was constructed in 1932. There were three assembly sessions:

at 9:45 a.m. for Music and Worship
at 10:00 a.m. for Bible instruction and
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at 6:30 p.m. for discussion of current topics
(tea and cakes were served)

Sunday School policy and direction was formulated and carried out by a
Council of school officers and superintendents headed by the General
Superintendent. The Council in turn was guided by the Session. Each
department (starting with the Junior Group) had a student committee,
which suggested subjects to be discussed. Cash offerings were the sole
means of support for the school.

Four choirs provided music for the Sunday School with a combined
membership of 200 voices. There were a Boys' Choir (with admission at age
seven), a Chapel Choir (singing at the Vesper Service), a Girls' Junior
Choir, and a Girls' Junior High Choir.

The article included 17 photographs, plus the frontispiece.

ADDENDUM NO. 5
THE ORGAN

The Organ for the First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
was built in 1947 by the Aeolian-Skinner Company of Boston. The Session
Committee, which authorized the purchase of the organ consisted of: Keith
Powlison, Thomas Godfrey, George S. Mann, William Shand, Samuel C.
Slaymaker II, and Daniel B. Strickler. G. Donald Harrison, President and
Technical Director of the Aeolian-Skinner Company at the time designed
the organ. Mr. Harrison was considered one of the greatest organ
authorities of modern times and he designed many of the foremost in-
struments in America and Europe, including organs at the Salt Lake City
Tabernacle, Boston's Symphony Hall, New York's Riverside Church,
Princeton University Chapel, and the great organ at St. Thomas Church,
New York, which he finished on the day of his death in 1955. According to
the builders, the First Presbyterian organ ranks with the finest church and
concert organs in the United States.

The instrument contains a total of about 5,000 pipes and has 70 speaking
stops. In building the organ, which is of the four manual type, the builders
sought to incorporate the finest features of both the classic and romantic
trends of contemporary organ design. Hence it is possible to play, with
complete fidelity, music of every school and period in musical history, from
pre-Bach to present day organ literature. The nobility of the Principal
Choruses, the brilliance of the French Reeds, the silvery Mixtures and
Mutations, the beautifully varied orchestral solo voices and the lovely
Flutes and Strings and their Celestes combine to create a masterpiece which
is truly a "king of instruments."
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SPECIFICATIONS

Great Organ	 Pipes	 8' Hautbois 	 73 	 Bombarde Section

16' Quintaten 	 6 	 4' Clairon 	 73 	 40 Keyboard

8' Principal 	 6 	 8' Vox Humana 	 61	 (Enclosed in Choir Box)
8' Spitzflöte 	 6 	 Tremulant 	 8' Trompette
8' Bourdon 	 6 	 Harmonique 	 61
4' Principal 	 6 	 Choir-Positiv 	 4' Clairon
4' Rohrflöte 	 6 	 16' Dulciana 	 73	 Harmonique 	 61

2-2/3' Quint 	 6 	 8' Viola 	 73
2' Super Octave 	 6 	 8' Cor-de-Nuit 	 73 	 Pedal Organ

Fourniture 	 8' Erzahler 	 73	 32' Sub Bass-Tones
(Ill to VRks.) 24 	 8' Erzahler Celeste 	 61 	 (Polyphonic) 	 12

Cymbel 	 4' Koppelflöte 	 73 	 16' Contre Basse 	 32
(III Rks.) 	 183	 4' Unda Maris 	 16' Bourbon 	 32

(II Rks.) 	 146	 16' Quintaten (Great)
Swell Organ 	 2-2/3' Nazard 	

16
	 Gedeckt (Swell)

16' Lieblich Gedeckt 73 	 2' Blockflöte 	 61	 16' Dulciana (Choir)

8' Geigen Principal 	 73 	 1-3/5' Tierce 	 61	 8' Principal 	 32

8' Rohrflöte 	 73	 1-1/3' Larigot 	 61 	 8' Gedeckt Pomner 	 32

8' Viole-de-Gambe 	 73 	 16' English Horn 	 73 	 8' Still Gedeckt (Swell)

8' Viole Celeste 	 73 	 8' Cromorne 	 73 	 5-1/3' Quint
4' Choral Bass 	

32

8' Dolce Flute 	 73	 Tremulant 	 32
4' Nachthorn 	 32

8' Dolce Flute Celeste 61 	 2' Blockflöte 	 32
8' Echo Viole 	 73 	 Gallery Organ-

Mixture
8' Echo Viole Celeste 73 	 4th Keyboard 	 (IV Rks.) 	 128
4' Octave Geigen 	 73	 8' Viole 	 73 	 32' Fagotto (Extension
4' Flute Harmonique 73 	 8' Viole Celeste 	 73 	 of Swell Fagotto) 12
2' Fifteenth 	 61 	 8' Fernflöte 	 73 	 16' Posaune 	 32

Plein Jeu 	 4' Principal 	 73 	 8' Trompette 	 12
(Ill Rks.) 	 183	 8' Vox Humana 	 73 	 4' Clarion 	 12

16' Fagot 	 73 	 Chimes - 25 Bells 	 16' English Horn (Choir)
8' Trompette 	 73 	 Tremulant 	 Chimes (Echo)

Couplers	 Bombarde and Echo to Great 	 4'
Bombarde and Echo to Pedal 	 Bombarde and Echo to Great 	 16'
Swell to Pedal 	 Bombarde and Echo to Swell 	 4'
Great to Pedal 	 Bombarde and Echo to Swell 	 16'
Choir to Pedal 	 Bombarde and Echo to Choir 	 4'
Bombarde and Echo to Pedal 	 4' 	 Bombarde and Echo to Choir 	 16'
Swell to Pedal 	 4' 	 Swell to Swell 	 4'
Choir to Pedal 	 4' 	 Swell to Swell 	 16'
Bombarde and Echo to Great 	 Swell to Great 	 4'
Bombarde and Echo to Swell 	 Swell to Great 	 16'
Bombarde and Echo to Choir 	 Choir to Choir 	 4'
Swell to Great 	 Choir to Choir 	 16'
Choir to Great 	 Choir to Great 	 4'
Swell to Choir 	 Choir to Great 	 16'
Bombarde and Echo 	 4' 	 Swell to Choir 	 4'
Bombarde and Echo 	 16'	 Swell to Choir 	 16'

Combinations-Adjustable at the console and visibly operating the draw stop knobs.
GREAT 	 -I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Double touch to operate Pedal combinations
SWELL 	 -1, 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8- " 	 " 	 " 	 " 	 " 	 .

CHOIR 	 -1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 	
0 	 0 	 . 	 at 	 .

BOMBARDE AND ECHO -1 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 	 -
PEDAL 	 -1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8-
GENERAL 	 -I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8-

General Cancel

Mechanicals
Swell Expression
Choir Expression
Echo Expression
Crescendo
Sforzando

All intermanual and manual to pedal unison couplers and Pedal 32' stops
controlled by reversibles
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NOTES

1. This explanation of "Presbyterian" is excerpted from the Columbia
Encyclopedia, 1930 Edition. The reader is reminded that "presbyterian"
refers to a form of church government in which the clergy and elected lay
persons formulate governing policies in a representative assembly.
Presbyterian (capitalized) refers to a specific denomination and its kindred
associations.

2. Thomas Balch, Calvinism and American Independence. Philadelphia,
1909; Leonard J. Trinterud, The Forming of an American Tradition: A Re-
Examination of Colonial Presbyterianism. Philadelphia, 1949; Alan
Heimert, Religion and the American Mind, from the Great Awakening to
the Revolution. Cambridge 1966; Arthur C. Piepkorn, Profiles in Belief:
The Religious Bodies of the United States and Canada (Vol. II) pp. 261-332.
New York, 1978; James Ward Smith and A. Leland Jamison, eds., The
Shaping of American Religion. Princeton, 1961; Alan Heimert and Perry
Miller, The Great Awakening. Indianapolis, 1967; Thomas Cumming Hall,
The Religious Background of American Culture. Boston, 1930; William
Warren Sweet, Religion in the Development of American Culture:
1765-1840. New York, 1952; and Edwin Scott Gaustad, Historical Atlas of
Religion in America. New York, 1976. Also see Frank S. Mead, Handbook
of Denominations (8th Edition). Nashville, 1984.

3. On the evening of November 19, 1865, the Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Lancaster, Pa., the Reverend Walter Powell read a "Historical
Sketch of the Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, PA." In it, he writes: "And
let me say at some stage - that the early records, both of the Session and the
Presbytery - and perhaps to complete the statement of our difficulties, (I
might add the Records of the Board of Trustees) are all unattainable; either
they have been destroyed, or have been consigned to some oblivious corner.
What we learn, we must take it second-hand, and gather up from all
available quarters."

Mr. Powell's Sketch is available in its entirety, and has been used freely as
a source for much information about the Church's Pastors, beginning with
Mr. Woodhull. Because of its voluminous nature, we have not included it as
an addendum. The text of the report was donated to the Lancaster County
Historical Society by Mrs. Powell of York, Pennsylvania, and received on
January 7, 1898.

4. Fulton and Bausman's folder, presenting the results of their research
into the properties of the First Presbyterian Church, and their comments on
the same is included as an addendum to the history, since it is essential to
understand the relation of the grounds and buildings to the several
Ministries involved.

5. Members of Donegal Presbytery - from 1732 to 1761 from Egle's
Notes and Queries. Second Series Volume H p. 170-71.

6. J. I. Mombert, D.D. published in 1809 his "Authentic History of Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania." On Page 458, he states that: "The
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Presbyterian Church of Lancaster was founded in 1763."
7. Quoted from a pamphlet by Reverend Donald C. Wilson entitled

-"Into the Third Century" published by First Presbyterian Church, Lan-
caster, Pa. in 1970.

8. Colonial Registry (Records) 1748-1756 p. 598
PA. Archives 5214 791-3
PA. Colonial Dames of America p. 330
Harris Biographical History p. 524
Pattersons of Conestoga Manor by Edmond Hayes
Bill and Mary Hall Calwell pp. 291-2

9. The Pennsylvania Magazine Vol. 23, p. 204
10. Sessional Records of the Presbyterian Church of Lancaster, Penn-

sylvania - Old Leather Bound Record Book, p. 15 - Historical Memoranda.
Who's who among early Lancaster Presbyterians

11. Note from W. F. Worner - Lancaster County Historical Society Vol.
XXXII p. 13: "The first school in Strasburg of which we have any
knowledge, a theological institution established about 1790, was conducted
by the Reverend Nathaniel Welshard Semple, an eminent theologian and
scholar, who served as Pastor of Leacock, Lancaster and Middle Octoraro
Presbyterian Churches for a period of forty years. He resided in Strasburg
and conducted the school in the east parlor of his home."

12. THE FIRST COLUMBIA BRIDGE - by Robert Goodell (L.C.H.S.
XLVI, 97).

13. Lancaster County Historical Society Journal XXXV 135-146
W.B.W.

14. Examiner and Herald - Thursday, June 26, 1834.
15. A brochure entitled "Our Stained Glass Windows" is included as an

addendum to this paper. It gives a history of all the stained glass windows in
the church.

16. Except where specific references are mentioned, the sources for all of
the information given for the years 1935 to the present are the Minutes of
the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. These
Minutes are stored and are available in the vault of the church at 140 East
Orange Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Most items have been identified by
dates in the history, so that any further information desired can be had, by
referring to the proper Minute of the Session.

17. Available on microfilm in the Presbyterian Archives in the Withers-
poon Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. A transcript has been made and
is available at the First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
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