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As the Lancaster County Historical Society begins its second century of service
to the community—to the residents, young and old, of Lancaster County—and
to the many visitors, scholars, and researchers that come to our beloved county,
it seems appropriate that we pause to reflect on our own heritage as an institution.
The Society is quite alive and active, with approximately 1500 members (1986)
and it is meeting to the best of its financially-limited ability the challenges
presented by our changing patterns of life. How we as an educational society
have evolved over the past century gives us the opportunity to be introspective,
to place our Society under the microscope.

When as a high school student in the early 1940s your essayist climbed
the creaking wooden steps to the second floor library of the Society's first
"permanent" home at 307 North Duke Street, Miss Mary A. Ranck, the librarian,
would clomp out to the head of the stairs to see what creature was invading
her bailiwick. One quick glance told the visitor that Miss Ranck (pronounced
with a German "a"—Rahnk—she would inform you) had been a school teacher.
Her associates in the library normally were Miss S. Grace Hurst, Miss Barbara
Mylin, Mrs. Charles M. Coldren, and Martin Luther Heisey. Miss Ranck (1883-
1972), and Miss Hurst (1870-1963) had been teachers; Caroline Coldren (1876-
1954) was a genealogist; Barbara Mylin (1885-1952) had been a teacher before
she became the private secretary of Armstrong Cork Company's president,
Henning W. Prentis, Jr.; and M. Luther Heisey (1881-1964) had been a printer
before becoming a postal clerk. Only the stout-hearted scholar dared set foot
within those sacred precincts! After being admitted to the "inner sanctum," the
visitor was introduced to THE BOOK, the Holy Writ from the inspired hands
of Saints Samuel Evans and Franklin W. Ellis, also known as the authors and
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editors of the Ellis and Evans History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
published in 1883. It was assumed that this 1100-page volume contained all
the history worthy of being known.

The rest of the library was protected behind the locked doors of many
ancient cabinets, access to which was gained by application to Miss Ranck. If
the student could overcome Miss Ranck's incredulity, she would search through
her huge ring of keys to find the right one. No prison warden was more
conscientious than Miss Ranck in safeguarding her keys! Little did I realize
that within a few years I would be elected secretary of the Society, an office
I was to hold for the next 25 years.

Events occurring in the last half of the nineteenth century precipitated
the founding of many historical, patriotic, and commemorative societies. The
centennial of our Republic (1876) awakened interest in our heritage, and this
event alone spawned numerous historical and patriotic associations. During the
latter part of the nineteenth century large numbers of immigrants began arriving
in the United States from European nations whose culture was quite different
from that of Western Europe and the British Isles from whence had come our
early settlers. By this time many Americans had forgotten their own ancestors
were immigrants, and worried that the new arrivals constituted a serious threat
to the preservation of "American values." This nativist impulse brought together
those persons who were intent on protecting and preserving the American culture,
whatever that was, from contamination, or worse, destruction, by the foreigners
arriving daily. The American tradition of banding together to confront the
"enemy"—physical or ideological—was invoked, and our late Victorian cultural
values and traditions were saved! Ironically, modern historical societies generally
welcome persons of various ethnic ancestry. Instead of warding off the foreign
influences we now invite all persons to share their cultural values so all of us
may be better equipped to understand and appreciate the diversity that has made
our county and nation strong.

American society was undergoing many changes in the late nineteenth
century that had little to do with the immigrants. Social organization was under
pressure as "upward mobility" disrupted classes and swept some of the "oldest
families" into oblivion. Historical societies were havens for those who felt
dispossessed by the new arrivals. Behind the walls of historical societies the
"good old days" could be preserved and defended from the "rabble."

For those gentle souls who were not distressed by the "upwardly mobile,"
there always was sentimentality to be worshipped. As we grow older, it would
seem, we begin cherishing the tokens of our youth, those things that remind
us of a happy childhood, the give-and-take of lively school days, and the struggles
to build a secure and productive adult life. We cannot retreat into the womb
any more than we can ignore the advice of Thomas Wolfe's novel, You Can't
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Go Home Again, but we have fun trying, and the local historical society was
the place to return to a past that never existed except in our imaginations. Little
wonder that the traditional historical society of earlier times was a gathering
place for the elderly, a place where the older values were safe from the ravages
of social change.

As early as 1857, Lancastrians had begun to think about matters his-
torical. Literate Lancaster Countians had on their parlor tables Isaac Daniel
Rupp's History of Lancaster County, published in 1844. During the 1850s
township and county maps on wooden rods for hanging on walls became popular,
especially if the maps depicted the farms of the map-owners. On 22 September
1857 The Historical, Agricultural, and Mechanics Society was organized. Then,
as now, the availability of "federal" money was the primary motive for the
establishment of this Society. Congress had enacted a law that provided $1,000
to each congressional district for the purchase of books devoted to history,
agriculture and mechanics. This Society was open to the public, and one could
become a member by paying one dollar annual dues. After enjoying a fair degree
of success for several years, the Society was merged with the Lancaster Ath-
enaeum, becoming the Lancaster Athenaeum and Historical, Agricultural and
Mechanics' Society in 1859. As the war clouds gathered, signaling the beginning
of the War Between the States, the LAHAM Society floundered. After the war,
efforts were made to revive it without success, and in 1878 all of its books
and other property were transferred from the third floor of the old City Hall
at Penn Square to the YMCA to be held in the latter's custody until the LAHAM
group resumed operations. Although the LAHAMS never again held a meeting,
it never went through the formality of dissolving. George Meyers Steinman, one
of the Historical Society's founding fathers, had served on the LAHAMS board.

On 11 November 1886 a call went out from A. F. Hostetter, Esquire,
and signed by Frank Reid Diffenderffer, Samuel M. Sener, The Reverend Dr.
K. Max Hark, and Hostetter, as follows:

The Call.
Dear Sir:

The undersigned believing that a systematic effort should
be made to gather and preserve the materials relating to the
history of Lancaster county, and that the time has come for the
organization of a County Historical Society, herewith take the
liberty of inviting you, as one known to be interested in the
subject, to meet with them on Tuesday, November 16, 1886, at
10 o'clock, a.m. in the hall of the Young Men's Christian
Association, on South Queen Street, Lancaster, Pa., to consider
the propriety of forming such a society.



14 	 JOURNAL OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Inasmuch as the weather was inclement only a few persons attended
the meeting. Another date was proposed, and on 26 November 1886 a much
larger group assembled in W. Uhler Hensel's law office, at 8 South Queen Street.
The group included Frank Reid Diffenderffer, editor of the Lancaster New Era;
The Rev. Dr. J. Max Hark, pastor of the Moravian Church; The Rev. Dr. Joseph
Henry Dubbs, professor of history at Franklin and Marshall College; W. Uhler
Hensel, Esquire, attorney and publisher of the Intelligencer-Journal; A. F.
Hostetter, Esquire; Eugene K. Martin, Esquire; Samuel M. Sener, court reporter
for the New Era; and Samuel H. Zahm, bookseller and stationer. This gathering
decided organization of a historical society should be perfected, and that it should
have as its purpose the history of Lancaster County and all the municipalities
therein. Names of persons thought to be interested were compiled, and letters
were sent to them. The next meeting was to be held at Mr. Hensel's office
on Tuesday, 4 December 1886 at 2:00 p.m. Obviously the founders were not
concerned that people employed during the day might be interested. By this
time Dr. Dubbs had been selected as chairman, and Mr. Hostetter was designated
secretary.

At the 4 December meeting, in addition to those already mentioned, there
were present The Rev. A. H. Brickenstein, principal of Linden Hall Seminary;
Colonel Samuel Cochran Slaymaker, civil engineer; Charles T. Steigerwalt,
numismatist; and Isaac Walker, a Gap merchant. Drs. Hark and Dubbs, and
Messrs. Hensel, Hostetter, and Zahm were directed to draw up a constitution
and by-laws.

The orphan's court room of the Lancaster County Courthouse was the
site of the next meeting held on 6 January 1887. By this time the fledgling
group was joined by Richard M. Reilly, Esquire; Simon P. Eby, Esquire; William
A. Wilson, Esquire; Dr. James Pyle Wickersham, nationally-famed educator,
publisher, and former head of Millersville State Normal School; William Walton
Griest, editor of the Lancaster Inquirer, and future utilities magnate and con-
gressman; and J. W. Johnson, Esquire. Regrets accompanied by expressions of
encouragement were read from George M. Steinman, hardware merchant; John
W. Appel, Esquire; Dr. John S. Stahr, Franklin and Marshall College professor;
George Hensel, merchant, banker, sage and philosopher of Quarryville; H. S.
Danner, merchant of Manheim; J. B. Hipple, editor of the Lancaster Examiner,
and Adam Konigmacher, tanner of Ephrata.

The meeting opened with Mr. Hensel presenting a draft constitution and
by-laws which was approved. The purpose reflects the "omnibus" mission then
in vogue among historical societies:

Its object shall be the discovery, collection, preservation and
publication of the history, historical records and data of and
relating to Lancaster city and county; the collection and pres-
ervation of books, newspapers, maps, genealogies, portraits,
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paintings, relics, engravings, manuscripts, letters, journals and
any and all materials which may establish or illustrate such
history; the growth and progress of population, wealth, education,
agriculture, arts, manufactures and commerce in said city and
county.

While such all-inclusive statements of purpose are sufficiently broad to
cover just about every activity conceivable, their fault lies in the inability of
many societies to focus attention on one or more manageable objectives in
keeping with financial resources available. Now that the Lancaster County
Historical Society had a constitution and by-laws, it was ready to get down
to the business of electing officers. Dr. Hark and Mr. Diffenderffer were to be
the nominating committee. This was the slate they submitted and which was
elected:

Dr. Joseph Henry Dubbs, President
Dr. James Pyle Wickersham, Vice President
Samuel Evans, Vice President
A. F. Hostetter, Recording Secretary
William W. Griest, Corresponding Secretary
Simon P. Eby, Treasurer

Executive Committee
Frank R. Diffenderffer
Richard M. Reilly, Esquire
J. B. Hipple
C. T. Steigerwalt
C. H. Stubbs, M.D.
Dr. H. A. Brickenstein
Dr. J. Max Hark
Colonel Samuel C. Slaymaker
W. Uhler Hensel, Esquire
Peter C. Miller
Following his election, Dr. Dubbs discussed informally the ways in which

a historical society ought to proceed. From the begin-
ning the leadership of the Society has maintained Dr.
Dubbs' insistence upon accuracy and highest scholar-
ship in its work. The first accessions to the Society were
received at this meeting. Isaac Walker of Gap, Pa.,
presented an engraving of William Penn and an
autographed letter of Penn.

The executive committee of the Society met on
10 January 1887 at the Eshleman Law Building, North
Queen Street, to determine where the Society should
meet to conduct its work. Those attending decided Dr.
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Dubbs should prepare a paper outlining the work of the Society. On 14 February
1887, the executive committee again met with a number of additional persons
present. Dr. Dubbs then presented his essay on how a historical society might
function. His address was published the next day in the Lancaster Intelligencer.
Said Dr. Dubbs:

The organization of the Lancaster County Historical Society is,
we believe, an event of no ordinary importance. For many years
the establishment of such an institution has been recognized by
some of our citizens as eminently desirable, but no one seemed
willing to assume the initiative. Now that the first step has been
taken we may be met by the question "What is the use of such
a society?" We might perhaps respond with the question which
Benjamin Franklin propounded to the man who asked him the
use of his electrical discoveries: "Of what use is an infant? Make
it of use!" The community has, however, the right to demand
of us a more extended reply to the ancient question "What doest
thou here?" and it therefore appears courteous and proper to
devote the present occasion to a brief consideration of our field
and work.

Let it be understood, first of all, that the Lancaster
County Historical Society does not propose to place itself in a
position of rivalry or antagonism towards any other similar
institution. Some of us are members of the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, and as Pennsylvanians we should all be proud
of the achievements of that superb association. Others of our
number are actively interested in the work of historical societies
under the auspices of the religious denominations with which
they are severally connected. Our membership in the Lancaster
County Historical Society can in no way lessen our affection
for associations to which we possibly owe a prior allegiance.
It is our purpose to attempt the cultivation of a field to which
other societies have, in our opinion, been unable to devote the
attention which is its due. Our very name renders us local, but
our field is not, for this reason, narrow or unimportant. We
believe that an important work is before us, which will result
in real benefit to our entire community.

Lancaster County is celebrated throughout the land in
fertility of a garden. In these respects our county speaks for itself,
and its excellence has never been called into question. We are,
however, often pained to observe the admiration which is ac-
corded to our good old county is mainly superficial. It is praised
for the fertility of its soil and perhaps for the sturdy honesty
of its people, but when strangers attempt to relate our history,
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to depict our social life, it becomes painfully evident that they
do not understand their subject. The theme is fascinating, but
it cannot be satisfactorily treated by every tyro. It demands not
only study but affectionate sympathy.

Dr. Dubbs then enumerated the various ethnic groups that settled in
Lancaster County, and cited the paucity of research and resource material for
the lack of attention suffered by our forefathers. He proposed that the Society
devote itself to research in the original records. A number of subjects were
suggested by Dr. Dubbs, and interestingly enough, these very suggestions became
papers that were read at the first meetings. He also pleaded that papers, diaries
and letters of our historical personalities be preserved. He decried the destruction
and dispersal of so much Lancaster County material necessary for a complete
understanding of our history.

Dr. Dubbs concluded his essay with a five point program:

1. The Society should undertake historical research and inves-
tigation using modern scientific principles and methods. Perma-
nent markers should be erected to call public attention to historic
events.

2. Well-prepared papers based on historical research should be
read at each meeting of the Society. Meetings should be open
to the public, and ought to be held at different locations through-
out the county.

3. The Society should embark on a program of publishing
historical research papers, and should reprint or reproduce his-
toric documents no longer readily available.

4. The Society should begin immediately to assemble a library.
It should include not only books on history, but maps, charts,
all manner of records, manuscripts, files of newspapers, and
works by Lancaster County authors.

5. The Society should try to obtain as soon as it can a permanent
home where materials can be kept in a secure manner.

Dr. Dubbs then remarked, "Let each one do what he can, and he will
do exactly what he ought. Some can give money; some can give books, pictures,
or precious heirlooms of the past; all can give good feeling and good words.
But whatever is done, let it be done speedily, so that the present generation
may atone in some degree for the neglect of the past, and our noble county
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rejoice in the prosperity of an institution which labors solely to promote her
honor."

Dr. William Egle, State Librarian and leading historian of Pennsylvania,
was introduced, and he described ways other county historical societies function.
He recommended the Lancaster organization begin collecting and preserving
Lancaster imprints.

The Society's executive committee then appointed Messrs. Eby,
Diffenderffer and Slaymaker to procure permanent meeting rooms. This object
was not realized, however, until 1924-37 years later! With this the committee
adjourned until its next meeting-21 March 1887—to be held in the Board of
Trade rooms. The Board of Trade (the predecessor of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry) graciously permitted the Society to meet in its rooms without
charge. Committee appointments were announced by President Dubbs:

Archaeology - Messrs. Steigerwalt, Hiller, and Zahm
Topography - Messrs. Slaymaker, Walker, and Steinman
Local Records - Messrs. Diffenderffer, Hensel, Dr. Hark, Dr. James Y.

Mitchell (First Presbyterian Church), and William A. Atlee, Esquire
Bibliography - Messrs. Zahm, Sener, and Stubbs
Periodical Literature - Messrs. Reilly, Griest, and Hippie
Biography - Samuel Evans
Education - Dr. Wickersham, Professor Isaac Geist and Abraham Beck
Ecclesiastical History - Drs. C. W. Stewart and H. A. Brickenstein
Science - Dr. Stahr and Dr. S. S. Rathvon
Political History - Messrs. Hensel and Martin
Agriculture - Messrs. S. P. Eby and Frank Griest

The 18 April 1887 meeting did not feature Dr. William Egle on The
Revolutionary War as promised, but the few members in attendance did examine
several old lottery tickets and an artillery roster of a company commanded by
Capt. W. W. Nevin during the War Between the States. At the 16 May 1887
meeting Dr. Dubbs displayed some old records of Franklin and Marshall College,
and Peter Hiller showed some arrowheads and Indian artifacts. By the 25 June
1887 meeting there were definite signs of listlessness in the Society. Attendance
had been decreasing and enthusiasm was flagging. During the summer no
meetings were held. When the Society began meeting in the autumn, Dr. Dubbs
struggled heroically to revive interest in the Society, but the meetings of 19
September, 17 October, and 21 November saw little or no activity. Finally, on
19 December 1887, there wasn't even a quorum, and everyone went home. And
stayed home for nine years!

What was occurring under the placid surface of the Society was a feud
a-brewing. You will recall that Dr. Dubbs was asked to prepare a paper on the
work of the Historical Society for presentation at the 14 February 1887 meeting.
Two the Society's most active members and founders were W. U. Hensel, attorney



VOLUME 96, NUMBER 1, 1994 	 19

and publisher of the Lancaster Intelligencer, a newspaper that supported the
Democratic Party; and Frank R. Diffenderffer, editor of the Lancaster New Era,
a newspaper dedicated to the principles of Republicanism. Mr. Diffenderffer (he
later was awarded a D. Litt. degree) asked Dr. Dubbs for his address in order
that he might print it in the New Era. Dr. Dubbs readily agreed to hand him
the paper as soon as he presented it. However, Hensel got to Dr. Dubbs first
and requested the address for publication in the Intelligencer. When Dr. Dubbs
demurred, saying he had promised it to Mr. Diffenderffer, Hensel persisted,
saying that he would see that Diffenderffer received it. The naive Dr. Dubbs,
far removed from political partisanship and newspaper publishing rivalries, failed
to understand the situation, and handed the address over to Hensel. When
Diffenderffer asked for the essay, and discovered what had happened, he was
livid with anger. From that time on for nine years the two men barely recognized
each other, and the friction engendered by the dispute caused the Society to
become dormant until 20 April 1896. Dr. Diffenderffer, in a paper published
in 1917 (Vol. 21) of our Journal revealed the feud. Hensel died 27 February
1915, and Diffenderffer followed him to the grave 29 September 1921. Both
men patched up their quarrel, and lived in harmony during the "revival" of the
Society. It should be remembered, too, that Hensel was only 36 years old when
his impetuous action angered Diffenderffer, who then was 50 years old.

Perhaps what was most remarkable about the founding year 1886-1887
was that thirteen meetings were held, the foundation was laid carefully and
substantially for a permanent organization, and the Society adopted principles
that have guided it through a century of service during which its contributions
to historical scholarship have been many and of the highest calibre. We may
wonder what would have happened had there not been a nine-year hiatus.

On 20 April 1896 George Steinman called a meeting of persons interested
in reviving the Lancaster County Historical Society. A number of new faces
as well as former members showed up at the Steinman home at 32 South Prince
Street. Steinman was the son of George Michael Steinman, who was a half-
brother of Andrew Jackson Steinman; the last-named was the father of James
Hale and John Frederick Steinman, who consolidated the Lancaster Intelligencer
Journal and the Lancaster New Era as parts of the Steinman communications
"empire." George Steinman owned. the Steinman Hardware Company founded
in 1744, and he was an ardent local historian and antiquarian. His genial nature
attracted many friends to his enterprises. Over cigars and brandy, the revival
party decided a more formal meeting was needed, and it was called for 8 May
1896, to be held in the orphan's court room of the Lancaster County Courthouse.
At this meeting Dr. John S. Stahr was selected as temporary chairman and Henry
F. Bitner was temporary secretary. Stahr urged the Lancaster County Historical
Society be organized on a permanent basis, and was prepared to appoint committees
to draw up a constitution and by-laws. W. U. Hensel interjected that the Lancaster
County Historical Society had not been disbanded, and that its original con-
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stitution and by-laws were quite adequate. "Let us save time," Hensel implored,
"by proceeding under the original constitution, and give all who desired the
opportunity to join." Dr. Dubbs ventured the opinion that all the old officers
had served faithfully for the time they had been elected, and proposed that new
officers be chosen.

Forty-four new members joined at this time, and counting the holdovers,
the total membership was approximately sixty. A nominating committee was
appointed, and they recommended the following slate:

Dr. John Henry Dubbs, President
Samuel Evans and J. C. Walker, Vice Presidents
Frank R. Diffenderffer, Recording Secretary
William W. Griest, Corresponding Secretary
Samuel Sener, Librarian
Benjamin C. Atlee, Treasurer
The executive committee was comprised of:

W. U. Hensel
	

Horace L. Haldeman 	 Adam Geist
Rev. C. B. Shultz
	 Miss Marianna Gibbons 	 J. W. Yocum

Richard M. Reilly
	 Peter C. Hiller 	 Elias Billingsfelt

Dr. Dubbs tried to decline the presidency by
mentioning the names of other persons, all of whom
declined. Then George M. Steinman was mentioned,
and received a unanimous vote despite his protests. The
Society decided to hold monthly meetings on the first
Friday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Five more members
joined the Society, and the revival was off to a won-
drous beginning—again!

During the first year of its rebirth, the Society
met regularly from September 1896 to March 1897.
Each meeting featured several papers by members. Each
paper was published in the New Era and while the type

was standing reprints were issued in pamphlet form to the members. Those first
years's essays became volume one of our Journal. The quality of the essays
soon attracted attention throughout the county. Unfortunately, the Friday after-
noon meetings limited attendance to retired men, professional men, and women.
As a result the membership tended to be filled from the ranks of what now
is called the leisure class! While that encouraged high quality papers of excellent
scholarship, it also limited the scope of the subjects to that level of institutional
history best understood by the upper middle class. All areas of the county were
represented, which was highly desirable. Newspapermen, attorneys and judges,
and educated clergymen were prominent in the Society. Meetings of the Society
now were being held at the Fulton Opera House.

During its first year of revitalization, the Society placed its first marker.
George Ross, Lancaster's patriotic attorney and signer of the Declaration of
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Independence, had a summer home at Rossmere. The house had been torn down
when that area of the city was developed into building lots. The Ross Street
Methodist Church occupies the site now. The officers and committees of the
Society threw themselves into the project with a rare passion. A brick column
was erected and on it a tablet honoring George Ross was attached. The cost
of this was borne by the proprietors of Rossmere, John S. Coyle, Esquire, John
H. Hiemenz, and Dr. M. L. Herr. Dedication of the marker took place on 4
June 1897, with the Society, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the
city high schools, and a "large concourse of citizens" in attendance. The high
school orchestra played national airs and the chorus rendered patriotic songs,
the dedicatory oration was given by the Honorable Marriott Brosius, Member
of Congress. Miss Blanche Nevin composed a poem for the occasion.

It was a red letter day that presaged an era of great activity in erecting
historical markers. Thirty-six markers have been erected by the Society. Con-
sidering the increasing frequency of vandalism in recent years, 31 markers
continue to explain the historic event or personage represented by those markers.
Four markers have been taken down by the non-profit foundations that now
own the properties, and one was stolen during the razing of the old Hotel
Brunswick.

Dr. Herbert H. Beck had a penchant for erecting markers and arranging
colorful ceremonies for their dedication. During his long tenure as president
(1924 to 1948) and for six or seven years afterward, Dr. Beck played a major
role in conceiving and preparing the inscriptions on the markers. Occasionally
his poetic imagery collided with historical accuracy. On hearing his proposed
inscription for the marker intended for Rev. Edward Young Buchanan and his
wife, Eliza, whom Dr. Beck described as "the musicianly sister of Stephen Collins
Foster," the usually submissive executive committee gulped, balked, and reached
for the dictionary. Beck was vindicated and the bronze marker may be read
by all who visit the Revere Tavern at Paradise. Markers erected on the main
entrance pillars of Franklin and Marshall College were removed when the history
and English departments objected to the confused phrasing and historical in-
accuracies perpetrated by their colleague, Dr. Beck, professor of chemistry.

At each marker unveiling there would be a large honorary committee
of distinguished persons and a smaller working committee headed by Dr. Beck.
Suitable music was a prerequisite. If a dinner or at least a reception could be
held after the marker was unveiled, so much the better! Dr. Beck loved people,
and the feeling was reciprocated. At the Martin Mylin Gunshop marker dedication
in 1949, Dr. Beck's guests included former Senator Joseph Grundy, the Swiss
Minister from Washington, and enough politicians, captains of industry, authori-
ties on the Pennsylvania (or Kentucky) rifle, and renowned sons of Lancaster
County to fill the ballroom of the old Hotel Brunswick.

To display in appropriate form the marker honoring the Lancaster aeronaut,
balloonist John Wise, Dr. Beck procured a large red sandstone pillar and a red
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sandstone sphere from the Grubb Estate, and had them installed in front of the
Grubb Mansion in Musser Park. The ball, Dr. Beck reminded the executive
committee, was balloon-shaped, and worth every dollar spent to haul it to Musser
Park. John Wise grew up near the Grubb Mansion.

Understanding its purpose as educational, the Society augmented its
marker program with publications on local history and biography. In a day when
professional men (few women were in the professions at the time), were well-
grounded in an appreciation of the humanities provided by their liberal education,
many lawyers, physicians, teachers, and businessmen enjoyed historical research
and writing as an avocation. From their pens came many fine essays and historical
research reports, and these were published in pamphlet form, becoming the
Papers Read Before the Lancaster County Historical Society, the early name
of the present Journal of the Lancaster County Historical Society.

The first "editor" of the historical essays was the secretary of the Society,
but in 1920 H. Frank Eshleman became the first official editor. Mr. Eshleman
(1869-1953) was an attorney, and was an authority on early court records.
William Frederic Worner (1888-1944) was the Society's second editor. Chief
accountant at the Stehli Silk Mill, Mr. Worner had a tremendous love for local
history and was a careful and prolific writer. He was responsible for the
publications from the mid-1920s until 1935, when he retired to California. Mr.
Worner also was the Society's librarian from 1923 to 1935, when Martin Luther
Heisey (1881-1964) assumed the editorship, and continued the high standards
established by his predecessors. Mr. Heisey learned the printing trade, and later
became a postal clerk. His accuracy in historical research became a model
graduate students would be well-advised to follow. Mr. Heisey retired in 1955,
and your writer succeeded to the editorship.

In 1956 the publication became a quarterly journal, and was renamed
the Journal of the Lancaster County Historical Society. During the 98 years
the Society has been publishing articles on local history and biography, the
character of the content has changed greatly. In more recent times essays on
women's role in our county and the history of African-American Lancaster
Countians have received attention. Articles on economic, political, social, in-
tellectual, and technological history have been included. The old notion that
historical societies should take note only of the "nicer aspects" of life in the
community has been discarded; all human activities are now grist for the
historian's mill.

In addition to publishing the Journal, the Society has brought out from
time to time both original works and reprints of out-of-print atlases. Vivian
Gerstell's definitive work, Silversmiths of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, (1972) was
the Society's first venture in original publications. The 1883 Ellis and Evans
History of Lancaster County and the 1875 Everts and Stewart Atlas of Lancaster
County have been reprinted by the Society. A. Hunter Rineer's magnum opus,
Churches and Cemeteries of Lancaster County, Pa., published posthumously in
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1993 by the Society, contains brief histories of the churches and cemeteries and
lists the locations of the records pertaining to them.

President George M. Steinman refused to serve
beyond 1917 owing to declining health. He died in
1920, aged 73. The third Society president was eighty-
year-old Frank Diffenderffer, a retired editor of the
Lancaster New Era. Dr. Diffenderffer (he was honored
with the LL.D. degree) was a careful researcher, his-
torian and writer. His special interest was the Society's
publication program. After one year of arduous service,
the octogenarian president chose not to accept another
term. Sustaining the Historical Society during the war
years when the community's interests were focused on
other matters was difficult, but the elderly president

managed to kept the Society growing.
The Honorable Charles Israel Landis, president

judge of the Lancaster Court of Common Pleas, was
elected the Society's fourth president in 1918, and
served for four years. Judge Landis was considered one
of the most incorruptible judges to ever occupy the
bench anywhere. His integrity and impartiality were
carried to the extreme according to those who knew
him and those who appeared before him. While seem-
ingly inflexible, rarely was he accused of lacking the
quality of mercy. He followed faithfully the principles
laid down by Dr. Dubbs, and kept the Society ever
mindful of its stewardship to the muse Clio. Judge
Landis, like his predecessors, was a careful historian and prolific writer.

From 1922 to 1924 H. Frank Eshleman, an
attorney, occupied the presidential chair. Although he
had a large and lucrative practice, Mr. Eshleman found
time to research court records and produce numerous
essays on the development of the county, particularly
its roads system from the county's beginning. Appar-
ently the law offices along the "Barbary Coast," as
Luther Heisey always referred to the first block of North
Duke Street, enjoyed long hours of relaxation with the
muse Clio. Aside from his scholarly papers, Mr.
Eshleman's principal contribution to the Society was the
acquisition of a permanent home at 307 N. Duke Street.

This early nineteenth century brick row house was on the site of the
continental stables used during the Revolutionary War. The site of the barracks
in which the British and Hessian prisoners of war (non-commissioned officers)
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were confined was directly across Duke Street from the Society's first home.
Walter Hager contributed significantly to the renovations of the building, in-
cluding the front doorway. Inside the front vestibule was a stair hall leading
to the newspaper archives, and to the rear of that, the living quarters of the
caretaker. A wall separating the front parlor from the dining room was removed
to form one large assembly room. Both rooms had fireplaces, and these were
retained, better to display the antique fireplace equipment.

The Society had been accumulating relics donated to it, and with a home
of its own, all gifts were gratefully received, with or without provenance
established. No policy then existed for rejecting items that were inappropriate
or irrelevant to Lancaster County. As a result of that lack of an acquisition policy,
the Society gradually became a warehouse of a curious assortment of items such
as Uncle Frank's motheaten buffalo robe picked up in Colorado, a box filled
with red sand taken from under the cabin where Lincoln was born and spikes
said to have been salvaged from the Susquehanna River bridge at Columbia
which was burned in 1863 to stop the advance of Confederate soldiers. Other
far more valuable and appropriate items also were acquired by gift.

The second floor of the North Duke Street home became the library
and reading room of the Society. Wooden bookcases of various ages, shapes,
and styles held the growing collection of books and records which became the
nucleus of the present-day Society's extensive library and archives. Several
antique table showcases displayed flat objects in the artifact collection. Various
items of antique china were exhibited. On one occasion, an irate gentleman
blustered into the Society's "rooms" as the members always referred to the
building. It seemed he had a fine collection of antique china which he tried
to give to our sister society in Berks County. When they refused to accept his
gift on the terms he set, namely to place the china on permanent display, he
gathered up his collection and presented it to an overjoyed Mary Ranck. That
was long before we had both professional staff and a rigid accession policy.
Today all well-run museums have such a policy. There was a time when
Lancastrians joked, "If the Water Street Rescue Mission won't take it, give it
to the Historical Society, they'll take anything old."

The Society elected Dr. Herbert Huebener Beck,
professor of chemistry at Franklin and Marshall College
for 45 years, as its sixth president in 1924. He was to
lead the Society for 25 years, through the Great De-
pression and World War II. Dr. Beck, son of Abraham
Reincke Beck (1833-1928) and grandson of John Beck
(1791-1873), both noted educators, was born in Lititz,
15 November 1875. He was graduated from Lehigh
University with a degree in chemistry, and did his
graduate work at the Royal Academy of Sciences in
Berlin, Germany. In addition to his profession, he was



VOLUME 96, NUMBER 1, 1994 	 25

interested in ornithology and natural history. An outdoorsman, Dr. Beck was
happiest in the field with rod and gun. A short man with twinkling blue eyes,
Dr. Beck always spoke with authority, usually prefacing his remarks with, "Let
me remind you that...." Dr. Beck, or "Bert" as many friends knew him, had
been the Society's president several years before this writer was born, and still
held that office when he became Dr. Beck's corporate secretary. Dr. Beck died
22 December 1960, aged 85 years.

As mentioned previously, Dr. Beck took a special interest in determining
the phraseology for the bronze markers erected by the Society. This interest came
to the attention of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, which
asked him to provide the information for the blue and gold markers being erected
by that state agency. During this project late in Dr. Beck's life, the markers
placed at the approaches to Lancaster incorrectly described Lancaster as "the
oldest inland town in the nation." It would have been more accurate to say
"the largest inland town." After more than twenty years, your writer was able
to have the markers removed.

On Thursday evening, 10 January 1929, the Society let down its hair
and put on an "entertainment." In mid-nineteenth century every town worthy
of the name that could claim a handful of articulate souls had a Lyceum. We
had several in Lancaster County. Our Society decided to reenact one called "Ye
Old Time Lyceum" in the Shreiner Auditorium of the YWCA with members
of the Society participating. After a musical introduction, a series of ten questions
were asked. Among these were:

What is the difference between a hobo and a robot? (That gem was
put forth by L.B. Herr.)

What five prominent men are buried in five cemeteries in Lancaster?
(Mrs. A. K. Hostetter's five answers were amply supplemented
by members of the audience.)

What high official may never travel with the President of the United
States? (George F. K. Erisman identified the Vice President.)

When Huckleberry Finn was dressed as a girl, how did the old woman
prove he was a boy? (Mrs. W. C. Marshall caught that one in
her lap.)

After Grace Seyfert played a violin solo, a debate was staged on the
proposition, Resolved, that the centralization of the control of the public school
system is beneficial to the public at large. Speaking for the affirmative were
David F. Magee, Esq. and Christian Hess Martin. Ira Clinton Arnold, Esq. and
A. K. Hostetter, Esq. supported the negative side. The affirmative side won,
but upon turning the debate over to the audience, the negative side was victorious!
That ended the 85-minute debate, but more was to come. David Bachman Landis
presented the essay of the evening followed by extended commentary by William
F. Worner. The Ladies' Chorus of the Society brought the lengthy program to
a close.
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The year 1929 was eventful for the Society long before the stock market
crash. Lancaster County had been founded 200 years earlier, and the county
decided to celebrate the occasion with pageants and other festivity. A professional
pageant director was employed to stage the affair on Williamson Field at Franklin
and Marshall College. The Society was in the thick of the activities. When the
"Pageant of Gratitude" was produced, small armies of prominent citizens pranced
around the field, abandoning all signs of reserve and dignity. The heavy par-
ticipation of the Society in this and other events of the County's Bicentennial
observance should have resulted in a spectacular increase in the interest of the
citizenry, but it didn't. After the celebration the Society went back to its quiet
ways, doing research, writing papers, and holding meetings. Members continued
to be admitted only after being sponsored by an "old" member, and after the
applicants' names were read and voted upon at the following meeting. If the
requirement was designed to exclude the "lesser sort," it also kept out many
potential members who were not known to the "established" members. Tradition
has it that only one applicant ever was denied membership, and that was because
he was known to be a communist.

While the Society went about its way, civic leaders were making plans.
Lancaster needed a museum and cultural center. In 1929 the Lancaster City
Planning Commission engaged John Nolen and his associates to prepare a
comprehensive city plan. The Commission included Dr. Harry Martin John Klein,
Chairman, and Milton T. Garvin, William Shand, Robert L. Gerhart, and Melvern
R. Evans. Dr. Klein was a history professor, Mr. Garvin and Mr. Shand were
merchants and civic leaders, Mr. Gerhart was a coffee roaster, and Mr. Evans
was an architect. The Nolen Plan recommended a Civic Center in which a library,
museum, art gallery, etc. would be located. The west end of Lancaster, preferably
near Franklin and Marshall College, was suggested as a suitable location.
Wheatland, the mansion of President James Buchanan; Rock Ford, the home
of General Edward Hand; and Old City Hall on Penn Square were cited as historic
structures worthy of preservation. The Mayor Frank Musser administration
(known also as the Coalition Administration) went out of office in 1930, but
the civic leaders on the Planning Commission plus Adolf C. Darmstaetter were
intent upon seeing that part of the Nolen Plan realized.

On 16 November 1929 the civic leaders formed a non-profit corporation
styled "Lancaster County Museum of History, Art, and Sciences." The incor-
porators were Dr. Henry Harbaugh Apple, professor of religion at Franklin &
Marshall College; J. C. Budding, a building materials supplier; Adolf C.
Darmstaetter, merchant and civic leader; Milton T. Garvin; James Hale Steinman,
newspaper publisher; John M. Groff, attorney and judge-elect; William J.
Neuhauser, banker; and Samuel Redsecker Slaymaker, industrialist. Articles of
incorporation stated the purpose of the organization was "to support a museum
for the benefit and use of the public; to stimulate interest in the early and modern
history of Lancaster County, and history generally; to encourage the people of
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Lancaster County to engage in educational and cultural pursuits; and to own
real estate and erect halls and buildings for these purposes."

They explored ways to obtain funds and studied possible locations.
During the summer of 1930 M. T. Garvin was unwell, and A. C. Darmstaetter
took over the reins. A report was issued that proposed three possible sites: (1)
the vicinity of Wheatland, (2) a strip of land along the Little Conestoga Creek
including Maple Grove Park, and (3) land near the same creek adjacent to
Wheatland Hills and School Lane Hills near the Lancaster Brick Company.
Officers of the corporation were Garvin as president, Darmstaetter as vice
president, Judge Groff as secretary, and Slaymaker as treasurer. George Bolivar
Willson, later owner of Wheatland, the Buchanan mansion, had died 14 Sep-
tember 1929.

It was thought that Wheatland could be purchased for preservation, and
on the vacant land east of the mansion could be erected a museum of history.
Additional land west of the mansion could be obtained for other buildings such
as a natural history museum and an art gallery. An alternative suggestion was
to have the art gallery along President Avenue south of the history museum.
In this report was the suggestion that a "section be given over to an arboretum
which would emphasize the native trees which were found in this section before
cultivation of the land was so intensive." Apparently the Historical Society took
little note of this plan, because it had its own building and no vision of the
eventual need for expansion and a suitable structure for its operations.

Nothing came of these recommendations. Meanwhile, Mary Rettew,
housekeeper and cousin of George Willson, moved to a modern home at the
northwest corner of State Street and Buchanan Avenue. She also had her own
will written which created a trust to carry out the wishes of her late cousin
which was to pay for and erect on the five-acre tract east of Wheatland a
permanent home for the Lancaster County Historical Society. In 1931 the
Lancaster Trust Company became insolvent, and the funds intrusted to it were
frozen.

Wheatland eventually was acquired by the James Buchanan Foundation
for the Preservation of Wheatland with the support of the Junior League of
Lancaster. Over the years the vacant tract east of Wheatland was used for garden
lots by neighbors. At one time George Willson operated a horticultural nursery
on the site. On 29 December 1945 the corporation that planned to create the
museum for history, art, and science received court orders to dissolve, and to
turn over to the new building fund of the Lancaster Free Public Library its
personal property consisting of $30,798.84 in treasury bonds, bank stock and
uninvested cash.

At the completion of 25 years in the presidential chair, Dr. Beck decided
it was time to retire. The January 1949 meeting of the Society featured a contested
election for president. Dr. George Leonard Heiges, vice president of the Society,
had been slated by the nominating committee; and Christian Hess Martin,
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treasurer of the Society for many years, had been nominated from the floor.
When the balloting was completed, Dr. Heiges was the victor. He was 54 years
old at the time, and in the traditions of the Society, he was a "youth." Mr.
Martin was 67 years old during the contested election. By this time the Society
had four vice presidents: Dr. Arthur P. Mylin, county superintendent of schools;
Paul A. Mueller, Sr., Esq.; George F. K. Erisman, who was 23 years old when
the Society was organized and who was medical director and chief of surgery
at his doll hospital; and Samuel Cochran Slaymaker, president of the Slaymaker
Lock Co. Dr. Heiges chaired a board of 19 members including officers. On the
board were three members over 90, one over 80, and seven over 70 years of
age. Your essayist, the secretary, was 23, which lowered the average age a trifle.
Age was not a ruling factor, however. Some of the most imaginative and
"youthful" ideas came from M. Luther Heisey, then a mere 68.

Dr. Heiges was a pharmacist by profession and
a historian by avocation. By the time he became presi-
dent of the Society he had written numerous research
papers and was regarded as the "authority" on Henry
William Stiegel, the eighteenth century ironmaster and
glassmaker. At once Dr. Heiges recognized the need for
the Society to grow, and to plan for a new home that
would be fire-resistant and adequate for its extensive
collections of documents, prints, books, archival ma-
terials, and artifacts. I recall the expression of some
members of the board who agreed we needed an
expanded facility, but we never would be able to afford

a new building. Not put off by the defeatist attitude of his colleagues, Dr. Heiges
quietly explored how his dream of a suitable structure could be realized.

On 5 December 1949 members of the Society were amazed to read that
a Lizzie Widder of Murrell, near Ephrata, had bequeathed to the Society her
70-acre farm in Ephrata Township. She had not been a member of the Society,
and was unknown to the board. Provisions of her will made clear she intended
the Society to operate the farm which had been in her family many years. Several
of the senior members of the board became Duke Street agriculturists, and their
efforts to operate the badly "run-down" farm added some mirth to the dignified
monthly meetings of the Society. The treasurer's report now included payments
for seeds, fertilizer, and paving the floor of the milking parlor to meet state
requirements. Mr. Martin even tried his hand at milking the cow, proving he
had not forgotten farming essentials while pursuing the career of Internal Revenue
Collector. Alas, the tenant farmer was not too excited about working a worn-
out farm in cooperation with a financially impoverished historical society. After
sufficient time had lapsed to prove the Duke Street farmers were more suited
to the rigors of paper-shuffling, the Lancaster County Orphans' Court was
petitioned for a writ of cy pres to enable it to sell the farm and use the funds
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Centennial ceremonies of the Christiana Riot held by the historical society at the
Pownall farm in Sadsbury Township on 9 September 1951. Left to right, back row:
Four members of the Armstrong Quartet; Demont Skiles, M. Luther Heisey, editor,
and John W W. Loose, secretary. Front row: The Hon. Albert Fritz, county
commissioner; The Hon. Guy Bard, U.S. District Judge; Dr. George L. Heiges; Dr.
Horace M. Bond, president of Lincoln University; Gordon Jones, clerk of the
Philadelphia Meeting of Friends (Quaker); Dr. Herbert H. Beck, president emeritus;
Mrs. Olive Gorsuch Alexander; Christian H. Martin, treasurer; Miles H. Keiffer;
Thaddeus Harry; Walter R. Miller; Mrs. Hanna; Henry R. Bushong, Jr.; and The
Reverend George Shea.

derived therefrom to carry out the purposes of the Society, and to better comply
with Lizzie Widder's generous bequest. The writ was granted, the farm was
sold for a little over $30,000.00 or approximately $430 an acre including farm
house and barn.

With a "nest egg" (board members learned farming terms quickly!) of
$30,000 in the building fund, Dr. Heiges increased his efforts to find enough
funds to construct a building. When the building fund campaign for the Public
Library was enhanced with almost $31,000 from the ill-fated Lancaster County
Museum of History, Art, and Science treasury, the Society had ignored the matter.
One day Dr. Heiges came across the published will of Mary Willson Rettew
in which a trust had been created to build and furnish a fireproof building for
the Lancaster County Historical Society. Wondering how much the surviving
trustee of the bankrupt Lancaster Trust Company had recovered over the years,
Dr. Heiges approached the trust officers of the Conestoga National Bank. They
assured Heiges there wasn't enough money in the account even to bother
checking the record. The trust department did not realize the Manheim pharmacist
was as tenacious in getting answers as he was a historical researcher. He met
with his vice president, Paul A. Mueller, Sr., a leading member of the Lancaster
Bar, and partner in the law firm of Barley, Snyder, Cooper and Mueller. The
trust officers soon were pulling out the records to disclose that the Willson-
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Rettew Trust had more than $157,000 credited to it.
At once the Society swung into action. The "sitting judges" were

designated in the will as trustees for the Willson-Rettew Trust. With their
approval, a building committee headed by Herbert B. Anstaett, librarian of
Franklin and Marshall College, and including Paul A. Mueller, Sr., Esq., M.
Luther Heisey, Mrs. Charles Y. Tanger, Sr., Dr. Horace R. Barnes, John W. W.
Loose, William W. Heidelbaugh, Joseph Raum, and Dr. George L. Heiges, ex
officio. William H. Lee, a Philadelphia architect who had designed all the
Franklin and Marshall "Georgian style" buildings of the late 1920s and 1930s,
was hired to prepare plans which were ready by the summer of 1955. Mr.
Heidelbaugh, who lived in the Peter Watt mansion on the northwest corner of
President and Marietta Avenues, insisted the building be erected further south
on the tract so his view of Wheatland would not be obstructed. Originally it
was to be placed nearer Marietta Avenue to allow for eventual expansion. Today,
as we plan for future expansion—which is needed badly—we wish the original
plan had been followed. Mr. Heidelbaugh had only four years left to view
Wheatland.

Groundbreaking for the Willson Memorial Building, 230 North
President Avenue, Lancaster, 17 August 1955. Shown left to
right: Herbert B. Anstaett, chairman of building committee; Dr.
George L. Heiges, president; Guy Eshleman, The Hon. H. Clay
Burkholder, trustees of the Rettew-Willson Trust; and J. Edward
Charles, trust officer of the Conestoga National Bank.

Before the final approval of the trustees (judges) was given, the Widder
farm sale proceeds had to be pledged to cover maintenance because the Willson-
Rettew Trust did not include enough to provide an annual income that would
cover maintenance. To accomplish that, the writ of cy pres again had to be used
to alter the Willson-Rettew Trust. Ground was broken in August 1955. Con-
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struction proceeded on schedule. The old tollhouse at the southwest corner of
the tract was razed. From the former "victory gardens" of World War II rose
the concrete foundation of the Willson Memorial Building. By the summer of
1956 the handsome "Williamsburg-style" brick structure was essentially com-
pleted, and the Society prepared to move its collection to its new home.

On Sunday, 2 June 1957, the Willson Memorial Building was formally
dedicated, with the chairman of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Com-
mission, Frank W. Melvin, Esquire, presenting the major address. Protestant
Episcopal, Roman Catholic and Jewish clergymen participated. President Judge
Joseph B. Wissler accepted the keys to the building from the architect's rep-
resentative, and presented them to the Society president, Dr. George L. Heiges.
For many months prior to the dedication the Society's volunteers were arranging
the library, stowing away the many artifacts, and getting the Society functioning
at its new address. Miss Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer, a retired librarian of the
Franklin and Marshall staff, replaced Mary A. Ranck, whose age and health
made the longer trip to the Society a difficult burden.

Members of the Society, especially the older folks, enjoyed the annual
outings to historical sites in neighboring counties and in Maryland. These
excursions were usually arranged by Feilis Brackbill, M. Luther Heisey, and
Eugene Mohr. Researchers and other visitors patronized the library in ever
growing numbers.

When all the artifacts previously stored in the old building's nooks,
crannies, and up under the eaves were gathered together in the west wing of
the new building's lower level, it became quite evident the structure was much
too small! Several years prior to the move to the new site, Dr. Beck took this
writer up to the third floor of 307 North Duke Street, a restricted area. He
searched for a key, and opened the door to disclose a large room filled with
furniture piled to the ceiling and covered with old sheets. Dr. Beck explained
that until now, no one except him knew what was stored in the room. He related
to me that an elderly widow had come to him years before with a problem.
Her heirs had been fighting over who was to get which antiques, so she settled
that by giving them secretly to the Historical Society. Then Dr. Beck, eyes
twinkling, said "There are more antiques at the Lancaster Storage warehouse."

About the time the new building was under construction the good lady
died. After the collections from the old building had been moved into the Willson
Memorial Building, a large moving van arrived with a full load of additional
antiques as well as crates and barrels of unwashed dishes and unlaundered
clothing. The new building already was crowded—and it had not yet been
formally dedicated!

With membership now growing gradually and other activities occurring
in the building, Dr. Heiges announced in 1959 that he had served ten years,
and had seen his objectives accomplished. He now would retire from the
presidency. He remained adamant despite the wishes of his fellow board mem-



Martin Luther Heisey (right) presenting a Hamilton
watch to Dr. George L. Heiges at a testimonial dinner
held on 10 May 1960 honoring Heiges for his ten
years of outstanding service as president of the
Society.
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bers. Dr. Heiges continued
to research and write his-
torical papers for publica-
tion until a short time
before his death in 1990.

The eighth presi-
dent of the Society was
Samuel Cochran
Slaymaker II, president of
the Slaymaker Lock Co.
Mr. Slaymaker, of an old
and illustrious Lancaster
County family, was born
18 April 1896. Long active
in civic and cultural affairs
in 	 Lancaster. 	 Mr.

Slaymaker guided the fortunes of the Society during
1959 and 1960. Mr. Slaymaker's father, Samuel
Redsecker Slaymaker, had been a member of the board
some years earlier. When Samuel C. Slaymaker II died
in 1974, his son, Samuel R. Slaymaker II, took a lively
interest in the Society, and was serving on the board
at the time of his death in 1989. His son, Samuel C.
Slaymaker III, Esq., now serves on the Society's board.

John McCullough
Gibson was elected the ninth president of the Society
in 1961. Mr. Gibson was born 6 November 1920 in
Wilmington, Delaware. After graduation from Phillips
Exeter Academy, Williams College, and New York
University, he was associated with Arthur Anderson and
Co. and E.I. duPont de Nemours. Mrs. Gibson is the
former Sally Dickson Mather of New York. The Gibsons
bought a fine old farm in Drumore where they have
reared eight children and raised fine horses. Mr. Gibson's
executive skills put the society on a sound financial
footing during the five years he served as president.
Committees were put to work, by-laws were revised,
and needed equipment was obtained. John Gibson and

the writer are the only surviving "past presidents" of the Society.
In 1966 John Gibson retired from the presidency to accept new chal-
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lenges, and Howard Feather was elected the Society's
tenth president. A graduate of Franklin and Marshall
College, Mr. Feather was associated with Lancaster's
electric utilities throughout his adult life. His interests
were concentrated on natural history. The North Mu-
seum was Howard's "second home." He also developed
great skills in analyzing land records and title searching
as part of his employment with the electric utilities. He
served the Society as president for three years. Mr.
Feather died 26 November 1985.

Samuel E. Dyke was elected the Society's
eleventh president in 1969. Mr. Dyke, a retired industrialist, became a full-time

chief executive at the Society. At the time the staff
consisted solely of Mrs. Charles Lundgren, librarian.
President Dyke was in his office every day, working
feverishly to improve the Society's facilities and in-
crease its endowment fund. He recognized that the
Society's facilities were limited, and that if it was to
accomplish its purposes satisfactorily, an addition had
to be made to the physical plant. Board members
pondered the feasibility of raising funds to erect an
addition. The prevailing view was that a capital fund
drive for an addition depended upon several important
factors, one being the ownership of the Willson Me-

morial Building. Although the building's trustees (and legally the owners) were
the "sitting judges," the Society was to be the sole and permanent occupant
of the building. Once more, the court received a petition for a writ of cy pres,
this time to transfer title from the trustees of the Willson-Rettew Trust to the
Society. This was done but with the stipulation that the building could not be
encumbered at any time.

About this time the future of the historic state house or "Old City Hall"
on Penn Square and the adjoining property of Masonic Lodge No. 43, both
constructed in the 1790s, seemed uncertain. The Steinman family, owners of
Lancaster Newspapers Incorporated and much real estate along West King Street,
were concerned that the ancient structures across the street might be permitted
to decay or be condemned. Commissioning a study of the feasibility of converting
the historic buildings into a high-quality museum, the Steinmans learned that
the conversion would be a decided benefit to downtown Lancaster, but if the
Society's plans to conduct a fund drive for an addition to its museum and archives
were to happen simultaneously, the success of either project would be ques-
tionable.

Samuel Dyke, who was privy to the Steinman study, laid the plan before
the Society's board of trustees. The board eagerly resolved to support the
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Steinman proposal to convert the historic buildings along the north side of West
King Street between Penn Square and Market Street to a museum. The Society's
impression was that realization of the Steinman proposal would work to the
Society's benefit in removing the pressure for an addition it probably could not
afford. Mr. Dyke was executive vice president and this writer the secretary of
the Lancaster County Bicentennial Committee, Inc. in 1970. To create a fine
museum in the historic buildings would be a lasting and extremely worthwhile
contribution the Committee might make to Lancaster and its posterity.

Accordingly, a separate non-profit corporation, the Heritage Center of
Lancaster County, was established with Mr. Dyke as president and your writer
as secretary. The Heritage Center then was the agency through which the
conversion of the old buildings would be achieved. The Society's trustees
understood that the Heritage Center would serve as a museum which would
cooperate with the Society. The Society then could devote its limited space and
funds to do that for which it was uniquely equipped: operating a research library
and archives. No longer would the Society have to devote scarce space for the
exhibition and storage of museum artifacts. In 1973, Mr. Dyke retired from the
presidency of the Society in order to devote his time and efforts to the Heritage
Center. At that time your writer became the twelfth president of the Society,
an office he held for nineteen years. In 1973 Mr. Dyke employed the late John
W. Aungst, Jr. as the Society's first administrator. Mr. Aungst directed the day
to day affairs of the Society from 1973 until his terminal illness began in
December 1985. Mr. Dyke and I put courteous and knowledgeable service to
patrons of the Society as a high priority. Mr. Aungst's willing and cheerful
assistance brought forth many favorable comments and letters from the Society's
visitors.

Mr. Dyke, in addition to being an excellent organizer and executive,
researched and wrote numerous articles for publication on local gunsmiths and
their families. Other interests included fine antique furniture and the craftsman-
ship of the Pennsylvania German artisans. He belonged to the various associations
of Pennsylvania (Kentucky) Rifle enthusiasts and historians, and authored several
definitive works on that remarkable weapon. Mr. Dyke died 18 September 1985,
aged eighty-five years.

It does not seem appropriate for me to comment
on my tenure or on the successes and failures, delights
and frustrations I experienced over the forty-three years
I have had the honor to serve the Society as an officer.
That the Society has evolved into one of the finest and
most highly-reputed organizations of its kind is satis-
faction enough. I have faith that the Society will continue
through its second century pursuing its mission with
zeal, service to the public, and the burning desire to
educate.
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Appendix A

Historical Markers Placed by the Society

1. George Ross, Signer of Declaration of Independence, at Rossmere (1897)
2. Birthplace of Robert Fulton, Fulton Township (1909)
3. First Permanent Settlement of Lancaster County, West Lampeter Township

(1910)
4. Christiana Riot, Sadsbury Township (1911)
5. General Edward Hand, Rockford, near Williamson Park (1912)
6. Distinguished visitors to Lancaster-Lincoln, Buchanan, Greeley, W. S.

Hancock, Theodore Roosevelt; Hotel Brunswick lobby (1915)*
7. Postlethwaite's Tavern, site of first court, Conestoga Township (1915)
8. First white settlers in Paradise Township: Ferree and Lefever (1917)
9. Dr. David Ramsey, Col. Thomas Porter, Col. Archibald Steele, and General

John Steele, at Unicorn, East Drumore Township (1912)
10. Conestoga Indiantown, Manor Township (1924)
11. Site of White Swan Inn, Penn Square (1924)
12. Martin Chartier, French Indian Trader, Washington Boro (1925)
13. Site of Grape Tavern, North Queen St., Lancaster (1926)
14. Home of Christopher Marshall, Revolutionary War Diarist (1927)
15. Wheatland, Home of President James Buchanan (1928)**
16. Old parsonage of Trinity Lutheran Church, N. Duke Street, (1929)
17. Site of William Henry's home at Market Square, Lancaster (1931)
18. Home of Thaddeus Stevens, S. Queen St. (1931)
19. Nanticoke Indian Village, Clay Township (1932)
20. Site of Continental Stables, N. Duke St. (1932)
21. Conoy Indiantown, Bainbridge (1933)
22. Henry William Stiegel, Manheim (1934)
23. General Lafayette, East Lampeter Township (1934)
24. Jacob Eichholtz, Artist, S. Lime St. (1935)
25. Count Zinzendorf, Moravian, Lititz (1936)
26. Frederick Valentine Melsheimer, New Holland (1937)
27. Sesquicentennial of Franklin and Marshall College (1937) **
28. Bicentennial of Wright House, Columbia (1938)**
29. General John Augustus Sutter, Lititz (1939)
30. Bicentennial of Lancaster Borough (1942)
31. Martin Meylin Gunshop, West Lampeter Township (1949)
32. Andrew Ellicott Home, N. Prince St., Lancaster, (1950)
33. Rev. Edward Young Buchanan parsonage, Paradise (1954)
34. John Wise, Aeronaut, Musser Park, Lancaster (1955)
35. Upper Hopewell Forge site, Elizabeth Township (1974)
36. Heinitsh Apothecary Shop, E. King St., Lancaster (1976)
*Marker stolen during building demolition
**Marker removed by property-owner
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Appendix B
Presidents of the Society
Joseph Henry Dubbs, 1886-1887
Vacant, 1887-1896
George Meyers Steinman, 1896-1917
Frank Reid Diffenderffer, 1917-1918
Charles Israel Landis, 1918-1922
H. Frank Eshleman, 1922-1924
Herbert Huebener Beck, 1924-1949
George Leonard Heiges, 1949-1959
Samuel Cochran Slaymaker, II, 1959-1961
John McCullough Gibson, 1961-1966
Howard Feather, 1966-1969
Samuel E. Dyke, 1969-1973
John W. W. Loose, 1973-1992
Leroy T. Hopkins, 1992-
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