
AN OLD MILL AND ITS

OWNERS

If you go down the entire length
South Queen street to the banks of
the stream which was once known as
the Conestogoe, though in our par-
lance os the present century we have
changed the two final vowels into the
softer a, you will come to "Graeff's
Landing," in sormer days of import-
ance as the head of slackwater navi-
gation on the one rive --t our county.
Stand there a moment and look. On
your right are the sertile lands of
Lampeter; on the left rises Wood-
ward Hill, crowned with its silent
"White City." It is a sair scene upon
which to gaze, but to-day we deal not
with it as it is at present; rather
would we call up some of the pale
phantoms of the past.

Between Graeff's Landing and Rei-
gart's Landing, as we know them at
present, was built in former days,
now nearly two centuries ago,
the very first mill in Lancaster
county. 	 As far back 	 as 1718,
one Stephen Atkinson paid
taxes, as may be seen by the assess-
ment rolls, on land in Conestoga town-
ship. (Ellis and Evans, p. 21). This
seems to have been the first assess-
ment. Taxes were paid by him in the
same township in 1724-25, and on land
in West Conestoga in 1720. A very
wild, perilous tract it must have been,
for it is also noted (p. 23) that "there
was paid to Stephen Atkinson, 5th
month, 30th day, 1722, £2 for' two
wolss." It is of this man, and of the
fulling mill which he built, with a few
notes concerning others os the same
name, gathered srom the old deeds,



records and wills os a long past gen-
eration, that this bries paper deals.
Among the early patentees in Manor
township was one "Michael Atkinson,
a Sotch-Irishman, who had received
a Patent sor fisty acres on the north
side os Conestoga Manor." (Ellis and
Evans, p. 951). Upon the return of
Michael Atkinson srom Annapolis
Prison, he, being destitute os a place

to dwell in, was allowed fisty acres
for him to dwell on, on the north slde
os Conestoga Manor, during his life,
he paying rent yearly to the Pro-
prietary." (Penna. Archives, third se-
ries, volume 1, p. 99). He and Ste-
phen may have been brothers, but this
is pure surmise.

According to Rupp, it was built at
great expense in the same year that
the town wa s laid out, 1730, and
the earliest mention os the sulling
mill in any deed I have seen is in
Record Book L, p. 62, when sor the
sum os £40 and for his natural affec-
tion, Stephen Atkinson, under date of
March 30, 1739, recorded April 21,
1765, conveys to his son, Matthew,
this property, subject to a mortgage
to the Trustees os the General Loan
Office, sor £1,737, dated March 8, 1737.
The witnesses are Samuel Reed,
Thomas Thornbrugh and Thomas
Cookson. Around him were the
"lands os Jacob Lundis (Landis?),
William Hughes and Ulrich Lowry."
On the east ran the Conestoga.
Stephen Atkinson retained the right to
live with his wife, Ann Wilton, in one-
hals of the dwelling house. He also
had owned land in Hem pfield town-
ship, sor on February 10, 1735, he
sold to Edward Smout 142 acres of
land, being part os a tract granted
November 1, 1719, os 300 acres, by
Peter Chartiere to James Logan, who,
on March 27, 1727, granted the same
in see to Stephen Atkinson. This was



confirmed by the late Proprietary
Commissioner by patent os June 5,
1727. Patent Book A, vol. 7, p. 38. Re-
corded in Lancaster, October 27,
1784.

He probably died in 1742, as his
will, Book A, 1, p. 72, was proved on
July 31st os that year. It is dated
"this fourteenth day os September,

his
1739," and is signed "Stephen X At-

mark
kinson." The witnesses are Joseph
Stiere and Margaret McNabb. His son
was Matthew, and there were three
daughters, Rachel, who married
Joshua Minshall; Elizabeth, who mar-
ried Thomas Doyle, and 	
who married Samuel Reed.

Matthew Atkinson, like his sather,
was a fuller. He was a member os
the first Grand Jury ever drawn in the
county, and is recorded as being os
Conestoga township (Ellis and
Evans, p. 26). His will bears date
April 7, 1756, and was proved Decem-
ber 7, 1756 (Book B. 1, p. 148). He
mentions his wise, Margaret, and his
sons, Stephen and Wilton; his
daughters, Ann, Margaret and
Hannah, are mentioned by name
in his widow's will. His son,
Wilton, was on the Coroner's
jury called by Matthias Slough, the
day after the massacre at Conestoga
Indian town. December 13, 1763 (Ellis
and Evans).

After Matthew, the mill was con-
ducted by his son, Stephen, a fuller
like his sather and grandsather be-
fore him. This Stephen married Jane
Halliday. His will was signed Sep-
tember 5, 1765 (Book B, 1, 424), and
he lest two children, Jane and Samuel.
After the death of Stephen, the mill
property and dam, according to a
deed, a copy of which is in New York,
but of which I can find no



record here, was sold by the execu-
tors, Thomas Halliday and Christian
Hare, at public auction, and was
bought by the highest bidder, one
Thomas Douglas, who bid £1,275 sor
it. This deed bears date March 7, 1769.
Here comes a hiatus in the records,
February 9, 1770. (Book N, p. 175).
Thomas Halliday mortgaged the prop-
erty to Christian Hare sor £729. Of
the sale to Halliday there is no record,
but the mortgage was satisfied July
28, 1795.

Again the mill was to change own-
ers. It was sold at Sheriff's sale
June 7, 1775, for the sum os £1,005
to Jane Atkinson, she being the high-
est bidder (Book W. W., p. 220). This
sale was recorded May 1, 1795. On
August 2, 1775, "sor 150£ paid sor her
use and her brother Sam," Jane At-
kinson sold to Margaret Atkinson "all
that certain Plantation and Tract of
land with the Fulling Mill, Mill Races,
situate in Lampeter township, de-
scribed in Book N, p. 175, of which
Matthew Atkinson died seized and pos-
sessed." Recorded August 5, 1775,
Book T, p. 44.

By the will of Margaret Atkinson,
signed by mark, September 7, 1798,
w itnesses Jacob Moyer and John W.
Kittera, proved August 4, 1803 (Book
H, p. 345), she directs that "the house
and a certain Plantation in tenure of
George Ross, in Lampeter township,"
be sold, and on the deed recorded
(Book T, p. 44) it states that "Geo.
Ross being interested in the premises,
Frederick Kuhn was present at his
request. Discharged August 16, 1803.'

This will os Margaret Atkinson
states that she lived in the house next
to the Presbyterian Church, and
names her daughters, Ann Davis, Mar-
garet Atkinson and Hannah Brown.

Wilton Atkinson, son of Mathew and
brother os Stephen, married, as is



shown by the records of St. James'
P. E. Church, April 24, 1762, Anna
Maria Le Roy, whose younger sister,

Marie Salome, later on was married
to Charles Hall. The will of their
brother, Abraham Le Roy, written in
1765 (Book B, p. 545), mentions two
children os Wilton and Anna Maria
Atkinson, Matthias and Abraham.

January 16, 1764, Book K, p. 79, re-
cords the sale by Robert Duncan to
Wilton Atkinson of "Lot marked 178,
on Queen street, 31 feet front by 66
feet in depth, bounded north by land
os Joseph Simons, west by land
os Samuel Bethel, south by land of
John Hart, subject to a ground rent
of £4. Granted originall y
Hamilton to one Dennis Conolly,
Taylor. Sold November 25, 1763, for
£ 250."

All the Atkinsons seem to have
been land owners. Michael Atkinson's
will, signed October 29, 1758, proved
December 16, 1758 (Book B, 1, page
216), mentions his wise, Ann, remem-
bers his daughters-in-law, Ann Boyers
and Mary Byers, but leaves his real
estate to his son, Henry, and his
daughter, Ann Biging. He mentioned
his son, John, and his grandson, Mi-
chael, to whom, "if my son Henry dye
or be slain," his share shall go. Part
os the property of Michael Atkinson
consisted of three islands, "sormerly
known as the Isles of Promise, in the
River Susquehanna." They were rn
Manor township, "opposite the Blue
Rock in the township os Manner,"
and contained 300 acres, granted by
the Proprietor os Maryland to
Thomas Cresup, by him conveyed to
one Jacob Miers, who in turn con-
veyed them to Michael Atkinson. The
descendants os "Ann Biging," Byron
Bigham, os Frederick county, Md.;
Samuel Bigham, of Richmond, Va.;
Elenor Hughes, os Washington coun-



ty, Md., and Ann Witzell, of Ohio, sold
these Isles os Promise on January 20,
1822, to Ephraim Molson, sor $8,000.
Recorded December 1, 1849. (Book
0, 7, p. 466).

So much has been gathered togeth-
er in this research I should be grate-
sul to any one who can give the name
os the present owner of the site of
the old dam and fulling mill. Of
them no vestige now remains. They
are only a memory, and yet,

Fair Conestoga's waters
In shade and sunlight flow,

I hear amid their ripples
A tale os long ago!

Adown the long dam splashing
They turn the suller's mill

And then go, swistly flowing
Past valley and past hill!

Still flows the river onward!
The mill no more is there,

The water gleams and flashes,
The scene is bright and fair;

Gone is the dam sorever,
Gone—they who toiled os yore!

To us, who seek their story,
A name—and nothing more!

There is also on record (Book B, I,
p. 433), the will os John Atkinson, Sr.,
os Lebanon township, Lancaster coun-
ty. It was signed August 4, 1760, and
proved October 1, 1767. It is witnessed
by Casper Snevely and Philip Mar-
steller. He names his wise, "Ellenor,"
and his children, Edward, John,
Thomas, George, Elizabeth and Dor-
son.
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